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MAP DRAWING.

The object of Map di-awing in school is frequenilj lost

sight of or it is misunderstood.

As Geography is studied theoretically by means of descrip-

tion and pictorial illustration, ani as th ) latter rather than

theform.r enables pupils to porceivd mora vividly, and to

grasp more intcl igently, ideas c-f firm, dictancj and posi-

tion, M'lp sketching should be encouraged chiefly for the

purpose of qaalifyiug pupils to picture their thoughts, either

for the ^atisfa(;tion of the teacher, or for the benefit of

others. It should be merely a test of the pupi.s' knowledge

of general c mfiguration and relative situation, and ought

to be peiformod with comparative rapidity, even in con-

nection with the first map from which a cla^s is taught.

General Directions for Map Sketching.

—

Select for initiatory exercises the ground, section, township

or county in which the school is situated, not only because

the boundary liro:« of these are, as a rule, straight, but

because the pupils' practical knowledge of the district will

materially increase their interest in the work.

Let the teacher point out the direction of the boundary

lines, mountains or ridges, and rivers ; the general propor-

tions of the whole, and anything that may be peculiar in

configuration. Taking, fur simplicity's sake, the county of

Dundas, he may notice that it i j almost square ; that it

contains four townships, each almost square ; that the lines

do not run due N. and S. or E. and W. ; and that an

irregular line is formed by the shore of the R, St. Law-

rence. It would probably be well also for the teacher to

sketch a few of tho m.ire easily outlined townships in his

neighborhood, or some of the most regularly formed counties

in the proviuce, to impress upon the minds of the pupils the

necessity for corrf ct proportion and direction of outline.

After repoatLd co^'yiiig on tne slat is by the pupils, either

from the book or the wall-map, at i ehool or at home, or in

both placi;, the final tjst i i cla^s shouU be performed

wholly from memorij, and with rapidity. For this purpose

the exercise may bj plea ant y and profitably varied by

sketching alternately on slate, blackboard or paper. When
it is thoujrht a Ivisable by the teacher, to introduce the use

of paper, .sheets of uniform size should be provided, so that

they may be stitch d for preservation ; or, what is better

still, blank books may be employed.

When sketching s hool-section or township maps avoid

the intersection of lim-.s vhuro roads meet. The accom-
panying diagram (f IC peni Township and a portion of

Gloucester, will illustrate this with regard both to the

country roads, and to the streets in the city of Ottawa.

Eidges and elevations may be shown by means of a

sories of ciosses X X X X, and rivers by an irregular wavy
lin«) »^"'-^~^^>'TS-->*=--s:>C-«c:?5Sr'~ . Mark vil-

lages •, towns
, and cities ^.

•rhe foregoing, with the addition of a few names, is all

that is required for test lesson purposes. Speed, neatness

and proportion are attainable without any attempt at

absolute accuracy.

Map Dra-wing proper, or Cartography, which

requires much nicety of touch, and the exercise of consider-

able taste, is valuable, in addition to its memory aid, as a

means of training the pupil to habits of close observation

and to the skilful management of materials.

These materials should consist of good, smooth, white

paper, either in sheets of uniform size, or in book-form ; a

moderately hard lead-pencil ; a twelve-inch, graduated, flat

ruler ; a small, square cornered ruler, three or four inches

long on each side ; a bottle of the best hlack ink, or a piece

of India ink ; cakes of red, yellow and blue color, and a few

hair pencils. A pair of compasses, although not indispensa-

ble, will be found useful.

The first consideration in the copying of any map will

—

as a matter of course be—size. Upon this depend the

dimensions of the border which should now be drawn. If it

be determined to draw upon a different scale from th<5

model, great caie must be exercised in the diminution or

increase A the border, so that the length and breadth may

remain proportionate. * Test the correctness of the cor-

ners by applying to each your right angled ruler.

Always leave a margin not less than two inches wide

outside of the border lines.

* Notice that by doubling or halving the Icagth of your border

lines, you respectively iner«ase or dimini*''' tho size/citr timet.



UiwuJ til ; ouclosed ppace, if possible, by lines of latitude

and longtitudo, a;i in tho map you arc about to copy.

If, <5wiug to curvature, it be found too difficult to draw

these liitss, the following method may be adopted.

Divide your model into

four equal parts by two lin< f;,

one drawu through tho cen-

tre from N. to S., aad one

through the centre from S.

to W. Each of the four

divisions thus formed may
be subiliviJcd as often as

may seem noce-sary.—See

diagram.—Sqiiares or spaces

measuring loss than an iiich

on the side are not desirable,

unless great accuracy to re-

quired. *

Proceed uext to divide

your own work into tho Fame ninnher of squares or spaces,

no matter upon %vhat t cale yen have sketched your border.

If, up to this point, tho work has been performed cor-

rectly, you should now be prepared to draw the oi;tline.

Beginning always towards tho north-west corner (so that

you may be enabled to worlc from 1-. ft to right and down-

wards), observe carefully the leagth and direction of that

portion of the outline in tho first contaioing space. Imitate

this closfly on y-mrown sheet, aud proceed from space to

space in the same way until the outline is completed.

SfW Be sure that whatever you copy from the model is

inserted in a correnvomling space in your own work.

Next, sketch tha mountains, then tho lakes and rivers,

and after these the township, county, provincial or county

boundaries, as the case may be.

From the beginuing to this stage of progress every mark

should have been made faintly with a fine pointed pencil.

If the lines are ncavy or dark, it will be difficult to erase

them without leaving some traces.

Tho pencilled mountain outline ...•••'''*\ ..'"-..••••... ,••*

shot '<^
' ' incTfl with delicate radiations in iuk, thus

J:::.
- Sea and lake margins may be dis-

tinguished by ivvo or more lines drawn parallel to the coast

all round, but each at a Flightly increased distance from the

other, outwards. See expansion of Ottawa River in the

first diagram.

It will now be in order to mark the positions of villages,

towns and cities. The names of these places should, as a

rule, be in line with tho parallels of latitude. Tliose of less

importance should be in italic?, aa, Penetanguishcne ; of

* To obviate marking your cony with pencil, a frame of carj-

h lartl may be made the size of your mode!. Across this frame
sticccch threads both ways at intervals of an inch. Lay this over

the squared map. Or, rule, with a diamond, a pane of glass, into

square inches, blacken tho lines, place over the model ruled si-^e

Jowu, and prcoed as directed above.

lirger places in Roman, as Sarnia ; of cities in small capi-

tal;, as uamilton; and of Government seats in larger capi-

tals, a'! TORONTO.
Names of rivers, small lakes, and low mountain ranges

are generally in italic-i ; but those of long and lofty moun-

tain ranges, of large lakes, and of s«as, gulfs and important

bays are u-iuaily iu italic capitals, as HUDSON BAY.
Names of countries, provinces or states and counties,

should bo inserted last, and in such a manner that, while

they follow the length of the country, etc. (whether horizon-

tally or otherwise), they shall not interfere with nam's

already marl;ed. Rule, in pencil, lines upon which to piint

all tlie name', and when capita's are to be inserted rule two

parallel lines correfponding in distance apart to tho height

of the proposed letters and in the direction of the name.

Space all tho lettei's carefully.

Mis your colors by rubbing the end of the cake on tho

bottom of a saucer upon which a littlo water has been

dropped. Lay them on evenlj' and t/i'!«/y—-deep c doriog

mars the appearance of a map. Do not attempt to co'or

the whole of any division (as in the maps of this atlas) until

you have had considerable experience. Be content w^itb

mere'y drawing a narrow stripe to mark the boundary, and

arrjingo so as not to have adjacent divisions of the same

color. A faint blue stripe may be drawn round the coast

in place of ink lines.

Be euro that all pencil marks are erased before coloring.

Let the name of the map be the last piece of lettering.

Immediately beneath this give your name, age (or date),

school and residence.

Preserve your work carefully
;
you may bo interested in

looking at it many years after you have left school.

Remember that when practising map-sketching for test-

lessons the object is to combine speed with general accuracy,

but in cartography the aim should be to attain, as nearly as

possible, absolute correspondence with the mo lei. To
accomplish thie much time will be required, so that amid

other and more pressing school duties, not more than out

highly finished map in a month-fhould bo aftempteJ, unles->

individual tastes and time encourage closer application to

work of this kind.

Simple sketching on slates and blackboard may be em-

ployed once or twice weekly, aud if colored crayons be

used additional interest ii\dll bo imi>arted to th« exercise.

Occasional lessons may be given on the blackboard

by the te5,cher on the prinJed form'-- of letters, and on

mountain, river and coast markings.

S^ Bear in mind that every fmgravsd and printed map
was originally drawn by hand; there cannot, therefore, be

anything in a copy or model ti o difficult for chse imitation,

or successful emulation, sooner or later, in the course of

careful and continued practice.

Never say "I can't draw maps." Every scholar can

draw. Do not allow repeated failures to disconrage you.

" If at first you don't succeed.

Try, try, try again."
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EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
The World.—Which hemisphere contains most land? Which most

water? Name a continent in the Western Hemisphere. What is that portion

of land called which connects North and South America? What large island

IS there in the Eastern Hemisphere? What is the southern point of America
called ? Name the oceans on the map. Name a st-i near the centre of the

Eastern Hemisphere. An archipeiago in the South Pacific Ocean. A gulf

and sea between North and South America. A strait on the north of

America. What continents are crossed by the Equator? Which hemisphere

contains most land, the northern or southern? What continents are north

of the Equator? Is any part of Asia in the frrid zone? In what zones is

North America? What zones is Europe in? How many degrees of latitude

and longitude are there in each hemisphere? Are the degrees of longitude in

Ajnerica east or west? Of what? Are the degrees of latitude in North
America north or south? Of what? Point out a land in the Antarctic
Ocean. In what zone is Canada? Newfoundland? The West India

Islands? What countries are crossed by the Tropics and Polar Circles?

What waters? What large islands in Oceanica by the equator? In what
direction are the Sandwich Islands from North .•\merxa? In what direction

is -Africa from Europe? .Australia from Asia? Madagascar from Africa?

Newfoundland from Canada? Europe from North America? Asia from

Europe? The West India Islands from South America? Bermuda from

North America? What oceans wash the shores of America? What sea is

between North and South .'\merica? \\'hat sea between Europe and Africa?

What sea between .Asia and .Africa? What oceans are in the Eastern

Hemisphere? What strait divides North .America from Asia? \\'hat 's the

southern point of .Africa called ? What is the southern point of India called ?

What island is near there ? What islands He to the east of A.sia in the

temperate zone ? What part of America is nearest to Japan ? In what ocean

are the Polynesian Islands situated? In what zone do they lie? Point out

the principal groups north of the equator. South of it. Which is the

principal of the Sandwich Islands? In what direction from San Francisco

are they? In what direction from them is New Zealand ? Japan ? W hat is

the most southern land called? In what ocean is it situated? Point out

two volcanoes in Antarctica. Describe them. In what zone is Antarctica

principally situated ?
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PREFACE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

The favor which has been accorded to the successive editions of this Geography the

editors take as an evidence of the appropriateness of the system npon which it has been

planned, the fulness and accuracy of its information, the beauty and utility of its maps,

and the general adaptability of the book for use in the schools of the Dominion.

The Sixth Edition has been thoroughly revised to the present date, many parts of

the work having been rewritten, and all of it submitted to a rigid examination.

The political changes of recent years, and the results of modern exploration, have

materially altered the maps of Europe, Asia, and Africa ; while the growth of our own

Dominion, and the development of the newer sections of the United States, have neces-

sitated an extensive revision of the maps and letter-press, which the work has received.

In addition to embodying these changes, the work, it may be said, has been otherwise

improved, and the populations have been revised in accordance with the latest Census in

the several countries.

The book has been re-set throughout in a larger and clearer type, with the head-

ings and catch-words in a heavy letter, and the number of pages has been considerably

increased without adding to the cost of the work.

New outline maps have been engraved and printed on the back of the colored

maps, to encourage the pupil in map-drawing, and to aid in fastening on his mind the

configuration and other physical features of the country represented. Illustrations of some

of the principal mountain ranges of the world have been introduced under the head of

each grand division, with the object of embellishing the work, and of calling the pupil's

retention to a distinctive feature in each of the great continents.



iv PREFACE.

The narrative, designedly, has been made so simple as to be intelligible to all, though

the information supplied, it is hoped, has been so full and explicit as to enable the pupil

to accfuire a good and comprehensive knowledge of the geography of the ^Vorld.

The plan which has been followed throughout is to impress upon the memory the

great physical features, form, and appearance of continent or country, so that the scholar

may have imprinted on his mind a view of the outline of the country, with its moun-

tains, rivers, and general slope and appearance standing prominently out, leaving the minor

details, such as subdivisions, towns, products, government, etc., to be filled in upon the

foundation of the first and most imj)ortant part.

To each section questions on the text and exercises on the maps have been prepared,

with the object of testing the pupil's knowledge and of assisting the teacher in his work.

These, in the present editiop, will now be found on the back of the maps, instead of, as

formerly, in connection with the text. The questions may, of course, be increased to any

extent. It is, however, recommended that full exerciser and questions should be given

on the maps ; and as every place and name mentioned in the text will be found on

them, it will stimulate the scholar to greater accuracy and observation, should questions

be asked the answers to which are not to be found in the printed text.

34 Front Street, West, Tohokto.



M#BERN SCHOOL GE#GIIAPHY.

INTRODUCTION.

Geography is a description of the Earth, its surface, its

divisions, and its inhabitants. The Earth is round, like

an orange, slightly flattened at the poles, and bulging out

a little in the middle. To prove that the Earth is round,

although it appears to us to be flat, we know that we can

see only the surface of the ground about three miles on a

level plain ; and at sea the view, not being interrupted

by mountains or any great inequalities in the surface, is

bounded on all sides by the horizon. When a vessel

appears in sight, the masts are always seen before the

hull. A vessel can sail round the world and come back

to her starting-point without changing the direction of

her course.

The Earth is nearly 25,000 miles in circumference,

and about 8,000 miles in diameter.

About one-quarter of the Earth's surface is land, and
three-quarters water.

DEFINITIONS IN MATHEMATICAL GEOG-
RAPHY.

DIAGRAM OF MATHEMATICAL FIGURES.

1. A sphere is a solid bounded by a surface, all points

of which are equally distant from a point within called

the centre.
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2. The circumference of a sphere is the curved line

encompassing it.

3. The diameter of a sphere is a straight line passing

through the centre, and terminating in the circumfer-

ence.

4. The axis is that diameter of a sphere upon which
it rotates.

Rotation is the movement of a body upon its axis.

Revolution is the movement of a body or point

around another body or point.

5. The poles are the points on the siarface of a sphere

at the extremities of its axis.

6. A plane is a surface upon any part of which a

straight line may be drawn.

7. A circle is a plane bounded by a curved line, all

points of which are equally distant from a point within,

called the centre.

8. The circumference of a circle is the curved line

which bounds it.

Though in geometry there is the distinction above

noted between a circle and its circumference, iu geogra-

phy the term " circle " is generally used as synonymous
with "circumference."

9. Circles of the sphere are divided into great circles

and small circles.

10. A great circle is one that divides a sphere into

two equal parts.

11. A small circle is <me that divides a sphere into

two unequal parts.

12. Degrees.—Every circle (circumference), whether
great or small, is divided into 360 equal parts, called de-

grees, and marked thus,—300". The ,/o part of a degree

is called a minute, marked thus,—1'. The /o part of a

minute is called a second, marked thus,— 1".

—

Swinton.

MOTIONS OF THE EARTH.

Although appearing to us to be perfectly still, the

Earth is continually moving with great velocity. It has

two motions

:

1. The Diurnal, or Daily. Every twenty-four hours it

revolves once on its axis, causing alternate day and night,

according as the portion of the globe we live on is turned

to or from the sun. The axis of the Earth is an imagi-

nary line passing through its centre, terminating in what
are called the North and South Poles.

2. The Annual, or Yearly. Every year the Earth

moves once round the Sun, producing the Seasons, accord-

ing as the Xorth or South Pole inclines towards the Sun.

Thus, when the North Pole, or the northern portion of

the globe upon which we live, is inclined towards the

Sun, it is Summer with us, and Winter with the southern

portion, or to all south of the equator. When the South

Pole inclines towards the Sun, it is Winter with us, and
Summer south of the equator.

[In order to understand this, it is necessary for the teacher to ex-

plain, that the axis of the earth is not perpendicular to the plane of its

orbit, but is inclined to it at an angle of 66^ degrees. And as the axis

of the Earth always points to the same part of the Heavens, the North
or Polar Star, it is evident that, as the Earth moves round the Sun,
each pole gradually changes its relative position to the Sun ; and so,

during one-half of the year, inclines towards the Sun, and the other
half from it, as may \xi seen from the accompanying diagram, where
AA represents the axis of the Earth, and the globes the position of the
Earth, at Midsummer, Midwinter, and the Equinoxes.]

THE HEAVENLY BODIES.

The Sun is the centre of the system in which the

Earth is placed, and round it the Planets and Comets

move at various distances, each one having its own

course, and showing forth the beautiful regularity with

which the Creator has planned the universe.

The Sun is 863,000 miles in diameter, and 1,260,000

times larger than the Earth, from which it is distant

about 92,750,000 miles.

The names of the other Planets, their relative si2e3

compared with the Earth, and their distances from the

Sun, are

:

Times the size

of the Earth.
Miles distant
from the Sun.

Mercury, . . . 1-19th ... 36 millions.

Venus, .... 1 ... 67 "

Mars, .... 3-16ths ... 141 "

Minor Planets ; situated between Mars and Jupiter.

Jupiter, . . . 1,438 . . . 482 millions.

Saturn, .... 932 ... 884

Uranus, .... 87 . . 1,777

Neptune, ... 60 . . 2,784 "

The Planets are supposed to be bodien somewhat simi-

lar to the Earth, although as yet little, besides their di-

mensions and orbits, is definitely known. Neither is it

known whether they are inhabited or not, although they

I
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move in nearly the same plane as the Earth, and like it

rotate on their axis, and have alternate day and night,

and probably seasons more or less varied. According as

they are nearer or more distant than the Earth from the

Sun, they require less or more time to move round the

Sun.

Comets are luminous bodies which move through

space with immense velocity. They generally move on

a different plane from the Earth and the other Planets,

and have an erratic course, not in a circle, like the Plan-

ets, but at one time comparatively near, and at another

being very far from the Sun.

The Moon is the attendant of the Earth. Were the

Earth to remain still, the Moon would revolve round it

in 27i days ; but as it is continually moving, the Moon
requires 29^ days to complete its revolution. The Moon
is about one forty-ninth part the size of the Earth, and is

distant from it 240,000 miles.

The Moon derives its light from the Sun ; and as the

Eartli sometimes intervenes directly between the Sun

and the Moon, it then casts a shadow on the Moon's sur-

face. This is called an Eclipse of the Moon, or a lunar

eclipse.

The Moon also, in its course round the Earth, some-

times intervenes directly between the Sun and the Earth,

and hides for a time tlie whole or part of the surface of

the Sun from our sight. This is called an Edij)se of the

Sun, or a solar eclipse.

As the Moon does not move round the Earth on the

same plane as the Earth does round the Sun, eclipses

comparatively seldom occur. There are from two to

five solar eclipses in the course of a year ; there may be

three lunar eclipses, and sometimes none. As, however,

lunar eclipses are visible to a whole hemisphere at once,

and solar eclipses only to a part, the latter, though hap-

pening oftener, are less frequently seen.

Besides the Planets, there are multitudes of Fixed
Stars, far beyond the system of which our Sun is the

centre, and powerful telescopes reveal many more which

are invisible to the naked eye. These shine by their own
light, and are supposed to be suns, perhaps the centres

of other systems as extensive as that in which the Earth

is placed. The nearest of these Fixed Stars is about

200,000 times more distant than the Sun.

DIVISIONS OF THE LAND.
About one-quarter of the Earth's surface consists of

land, the different parts of which are known by the fol-

lowing names

:

jectinfj into the sea ; and If high
or mountainous, is called a Pro-
montory.
A Shore or Coast is the edge or

margin of land bordering on water.

A Mountain is a portion of land
rising to a considerable height
above the surrounding country. A
Itill is a smaller elevation.

A Range or Chain is a line of

mountains or hills extending for a
considerable distance in one direc-

tion and having a common base.

A Valley is that portion of land
which lies between mountains or
hills.

A Volcano is a mountain which
throws out fire, smoke, lava, and
ashes. The opening from, which
they issue is called the crater.

A Plain is a tract of level land,

and when considerably raised

above the level of the sea, it ia

called a Plateau, or table-land.

Plains are variously designated

in different countries. In North
America they are called Prairies

and Savannahs ; in South America,
Llanos and Pampas ; and in Rus-
sia, Steppes and Tundras.
A Desert is a barren tract of

country, covered with sand or

rocks.

An Oasts is a 'srtile spot in a
desert.

A Prairie is a tract of land,

generally flat, or slightly undulat-
ing, covered with long grass or

small shrubs.

A Water-shed or water-parting
is a more or less elevated region

or mountain ridge from which
streams flow in opposite direc-

tions.

DIVISIONS OF THE WATER.
About three-quarters of the Earth's surface is covered

with water, the different parts of which are known by

the following names

:

An 0<:ean is an extensive body
of salt water. Although the ocean
may be said to be one great body of

water, it is sutnlivided into smaller
portions, which are also called

Octans.
A Sea is a smaller portion of

salt water.
A Gulf or Bay is a portion of

water extending into, and almost
surrounded by land.

A Strait is a narrow portion of

water connecting two seas. When
it is shallow, so that it may be
sounded or fathomed, it is called

a Sound.
A Channel is a j)ortion of water

connecting two i^eas, but longer
and broader than a strait. The
same name is ottan applied to the
hollow bed of a river.

A Lake is a body of fresh water
wholly surrounded by land.

A Lagoon is a very shallow lake

or inlet of the sea.

A River is a stream of fresh

Wiiter, running into a lake, sea, or

another river Small rivers are

called Streams, Creeks, Brooks, or

Rivulets. A Batsin is a tract of

land drained or watered by a river.

A Delta is that portion of land oc-

cupjang the space between the
different mouths of the same river.

A Tributary or affluent is a
smaller river flowing into a larger

one. The Cot\fluence of two riv-

ers ia the point where they unite.

An Estuary or Firth is an arm
of the sea extending into the land
to meet a river, and appearing to

form a continuation of the river.

A Haven, Port, or Harbor is an
enclosed area of water in which
ships may find shelter. A Road
or Roadstead is a larger area of

water affording safe anchorage.
A Glat^er is a river-like field of

ice which forms in the upper val-

leys of lofty mountains and raelta

when it reaches the warmer val-

leys beneath.
An Iceberg is an immense float-

ing mass of ice from the Arctic or
Antarctic regions.

An Ocean Current is .i great
river-like current flowinfe- through
the comparatively motionless wa-
ters of the ocean.

A Continent is a large extent of

land comprising several countries.

An Island is a smaller extent of

land wholly surrounded by water.
A cluster or group of islands is

called an Archipelago.

A Penins ula is a portion of land
almost surrounded by water.

An Isthmus is a narrow neck of

land connecting two larger por-

tions of land.

A Cape is a point of land pro-

OIROLES ON THE GLOBE.

For convenience of measurement and calculation, the

surface of the globe is divided by various imaginary Cir-

cles, which are shown by lines on the map.

A Map is a representation of the Earth, or a part of it,

on a plane surface.

Tlie upper part of a map is generally North ; the lower,

South ; the right hand. East ; the left hand. West.

The Equator is an imaginary circle drawn round the

Earth, at an equal distance from the poles, and dividing

the Earth into the Northern and Southern Hemispheres.

A Hemisphere is the half of a globe or sphere.

The lines running from East to West across the map
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are called Parallels of latitude, being parallel to the

Equator. They are used for reckoning distance North

and South from the Equator.
The length of a degree of latitude, or the distance be-

tween the parallels, is always the same, being 60 geo-

graphical or 69 English miles.

The lines running from North to South are called

Meridians. They are drawn from one pole to the other,

and cross the Equator at right angles. They are used for

calculating longitude, or distance East or West of a given

point.

The length of a degree of longitude, or distance be-

tween the meridians, varies, becoming shorter as we ap-

proach the poles. At the Equator it is 69 English miles,

at Montreal about 49 miles, and at Toronto 50^ miles.

The first meridian from which we reckon is supposed

to pass through the Royal Observatory at Greenwich.

Other countries generally reckon from the meridian

which passes through their own capitals.

Longitude East or West means distance East or West of

the first meridian at Greenwich.

The Ecliptic is a great circle representing the course

which the Sun appears to take during the year, and is

^OUTM POLE
MKKIDIAN3

ehown by a line drawn round the globe on the plane of

the Sun's apparent orbit. The line of the Ecliptic, as

represented on a terrestrial globe or on a map, shows

where each day at noon the Sun is directly overhead. It

will be remembered that the Earth gradually changes its

position towards the Sun during the year which it re-

quires to complete its revolution ; consequently, the

points at which the Sun is directly overhead change

every day. The extent of the variation in the position

of the Sun towards the Earth is from 23^° North to 23^°

South of the Equator, which thus equally divides the

Ecliptic.

The Ecliptic crosses the Equator at two points in the

Earth's course, about the 21st days of March and Sep-

tember ; and at these two periods we have equal day and

night all over the world. These are called the Equi-

noxes.

The Tropics are two circles drawn round the globe at

equal distances north and south of the Equator, and
parallel to it, touching the extreme points of the Eclip-

tic, and are thus 23^° distant from the Equator. The
northern is called the Tropic of Cancer, the southern the

Tropic of Capricorn.

The Polar Circles are lines drawn round the globe

parallel to the tropics, and at equal distances from them,

and mark the distance the Sun's rays fall short of one

.^^^^^#2^*^

pole, when the opposite pole has its greatest inclination

1 towards it. As the Sun then shines vertically on places

j 23i° north or south of the Equator, so its rays fall short

I

of one pole 23J°, and shine beyond the other to the same

I

distance ; causing continuous day for a time at one pole

I

and continuous night at the other.

The tropics and polar circles divide the Earth into five

I
ZoTies or belts

:

The Torrid Zone, extending between the tropics,

and so called from the intense heat.

Two Temperate Zones, extending between the

tropics and polar circles, so called from the heat

and cold being less excessive than in the other

2ones.

Two Frigid Zones, extending from the polar cir-

cles to the poles, and so called from the intense

frost and cold prevailing there.

The Horizon is the circle bounding the view by the

apparent meeting of earth and sky.

The four Cardinal Points of the horizon are : North,

South, East, and West. These are again sub-divided in

the mariner's compass ; but the principal points are

:

The Zodiac (from zoon, an animal) is an imaginary

belt in the heavens, extending 8° north and south of the
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Libra, the balance.

Scor-pio, the scorpion.
Saggitarius, the archer,
Capricurmts, the goat.

Aquarius, the water-bearer.
Piaces, the fishes.

Ecliptic. The stars are arranged in groups or clusters,

called Constellations, and each Constellation is supposed

to have a resemblance to some animal or object, whose

name it consequently bears. Twelve of these Constella-

tions are in the Zodiac, usually called the Twelve Signs

of the Zodiac, and are named as follows

:

Arief, the ram.
TauruH, the bull.

Gemini, the twins.

Cancer, the crab,

Leo, the lion.

Virgo, the virgin.

The Sun rises in the Constellation Aries on the 21st of

March, and about the 21st of every successive month he

enters a new Constellation, until his apparent annual cir-

cuit through the stars is completed, on his return to

Aries.

In consequence of the Earth moving in an elliptical,

instead of a circular orbit, it is nearer the Sun at certain

times than at others. Its distance from the Sun is about

ninety-three millions of miles, but in mid-winter it is

three millions of miles nearer than in mid-summer. The
coldness of winter, notwithstanding this proxinjity, is

accounted for thus : 1. In winter the Sun's rays fall slant-,

ingly, and consequently have less heating power than

when they fall more perpendicularly, which they do in

summer. 2. In winter the days are short and the nights

long ; and as the Earth radiates more heat during the

long night than iL absorbs during the short day, the cold

rapidly accumulates.

—

Morrison.

NATURAL PHENOMENA.
Th« Earth is surrounded by a transparent fluid called

the air or atmosphere, which moves with it, and extends

to the height of about 100 miles above it. Close to the

Earth it is comparatively dense, becoming thinner as we
ascend.

Heat and cold are produced according as the Sun's rays

shine vertically or obliquely on the Earth's surface, and

also vary according to the height above the level of the

sea. The heat or cold of the atmosphere is called the

temperature.

In the tropics, where the Sun's rays strike vertically

down, it is hottest ; and within the polar circles, where

the rays strike most obliquely, it is coldest. But as the

air becomes thinner as we ascend, the Sun's rays gradu-

ally lose their power, so that even in the tropics there is

on the mountains a height above which snow will not

melt. This is called the snow-line. This line gradually

decreases in height as we approach the poles. At the

Equator the snow-line is 16,000 feet above the level of

the sea, and in Ontario it is about 7,000 feet; and, were
there high mountains in the country, their summits
above that height would be perpetually covered with

snow.

The atmosphere is never at rest, the particles of which
it is composed being moved aboiit by the influence of

heat and cold, thus forming winds. Several contrary

currents of wind may occur one above the other, as when
we see the clouds moving in a different direction from

the wind on the surface of the earth. When the winds

move rapidly they c ause hurricanes and storms.

"Winds have a purifying effect on the atmosphere;

they dissipate unhealthy exhalations ; they transport

vapors from the sea, to moisten and fertilize the land i

they carry the seeds of plants far and wide, and thus ex^

tend the empire of vegetation ; finally, they waft our shipr,

and are in some countries made available as a motive-

power for machinery. Among the most common periodical

and local winds are land and sea breezes. The land re-

ceiving more heat than the sea from the Sun's rays dur-

ing the day, a breeze sets in from the sea early in the

forenoon and continues till about sunset. Soon after

this the land, owing to the radiation of its heat, becomes-

cooler than the water, and a breeze sets in from the land

which continues till sunrise."

—

Cornell.

In the Torrid Zone, the East or Trade winds prevail

throughout the year, and opposite currents prevail in the

Temperate Zones. In the North Temperate Zone the

prevalent winds are from the south-west, and in the

South Temperate Zone from the north-west.

Periodical winds blow in different parts of the world,

as the Monsoon on the shores of the Indian Ocean ; the

Typhoon in the China Sea ; the Sirocco, Simoom, and
Harmattan from the burning deserts of Africa and
Arabia.

The ocean, like the air, is never at rest, being subject

to the same influences ; heat and cold producing currents,

winds producing waves, and the attraction of the Sun
and Moon producing tides. The rivers and streams which
flow into it wear away in their course the rocks, and dis-

solve the salt which they contain. The accumulation of

this, and the continuous evaporation, cause the strong

saltness of the ocean.

The principal current in the ocean is the Gulf Stream,

in the North Atlantic Ocean. This flows from east to

west in the Tropics into the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf
of Mexico, then skirts the shore of North America as far

as Newfoundland, whence it sweeps across the Atlantic

and divides into two portions, one of which laves the

shores of the British Islands and Norway, while the

other, passing the Azores Islands, flows south till it once

more reaches the great equatorial current which gave it

origin. The water of the Gulf Stream is much warmer
than that through which it flows, and its course rapid,

varying from two to five miles an hour.

The tides are principally caused by the attraction of

the Moon. The water being composed of particles more
easily moved than the land, is drawn towards the Moon
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as the Earth revolves on its axis, and is thi^s raised in

one place and lowered in another. This is called the ebb

and flow of the tide. Spring or high tides are caused by

the joint attraction of the Sun and Moon, and neap or

low tides by their attraction in opposite directions.

The heat of the Sun's rays acting on the water forms

vapor which, being lighter than the air, gradually

ascends. It is generally invisible, and is carried along

by the winds until the temperature of the air becomes

colder, when it condenses and forms clouds, and event-

ually falls to the Earth in the shape of rain, dew, hail,

or snow. Fogs or mists are clouds resting on the Earth's

surface.

The quantity of rainfall on different parts of the globe

varies generally in proportion to the heat ; it is greatest

in those regions where the evaporation is excessive. A
little north of the equator is a region of almost continual

rain. Most of the moisture precipitated from the air is

not at once evaporated, but either sinks into the earth or

is collected into brooks and rivers, and so passes to the sea.

The water that sinks beneath the siirface passes through

the soil until it reaches some impenetrable layer of stone

or clay, along which it flows until it rises again to the

surface as a spring. In its progress the water sometimes

passes through earth or rock containing iron or other

minerals, with which it becomes impregnated, and ap-

pears as a mineral spring.

Some springs, coming from considerable depths, are

warm, hot, or even boiling; their heat is attributable in

some cases to volcanic, and in other cases to chemical,

action, and are called hot springs.

The climate of a country is understood to mean the

temperature and dryness, or moisture, of the atmos-

phere.

The climate is influenced by various circumstances;

such as the prevalence of hot or cold winds, and the clear-

ness or cloudiness of the sky ; or the proximity of large

bodies of water, which, not being so susceptible of change

as the atmosphere, make the neighboring lands warmer
or colder according as they are warm or cold. The alti-

tude of a place also affects its temperature. High moun-
tains or elevated plains, even in the Torrid Zone, have a

cold or cool climate. When a country is covered with for-

ests, its temperature is found to be about 10' colder than

when well cleared and cultivated, as the trees prevent the

Sun's rays from reaching the ground, which thus remains
colder than it would otherwise be, and imparts its cold-

ness to the atmosphere.

depth. The action of this intensely heated interior on
the solid crust surrounding it manifests itself in Volcanoes

and Earthquakes.

Volcanoes are mountains, generally conical in shape,

which send forth smoke and flames, and sometimes

streams of red-hot stones and ashes. The opening which
ejects these substances is called the crater.

An Eruption is generally preceded by rumbling noises

and slight tremors of the Earth ; then steam and gases

are given off in great quantities, with a loud report, as

of distant cannon. Lava rises in the crater, and either

flows over Its edges or forces its way through the moun-
tain side, and pours down in great rivers into the neigh-

boring valleys. Immense rocks are hurled hundreds of

feet into the air. Showers of ashes obscure the heavens
and settle upon the country for miles around. Almost
all the volcanoes of the globe are situated on a compara-

tively narrow band, surrounding the Pacific Ocean.

Earthquakes are indicated by tremblings of the Earth's

crust, which, when severe, burst the ground open, throw
down trees and buildings, and bury hundreds and some-

times thousands of people in the ruins. Earthquakes are

most common in or near those countries where active

volcanoes exist.

VOLCANOES AND EARTHQUAKES.
The surface of the Earth is supposed to be a crust

surrounding a central mass in a state of fusion. The heat

Is found to increase one degree for every fifty-five feist of

MINERALS.

In the Earth's crust are found many valuable minerals,

the principal of which are :

Iron, the most useful metal. This is found in Canada,

the United States, Great Britain, Sweden, Russia, Bel-

gium, France, Germany, etc.

Copper is found in Canada, the United States, Chili,

Australia, Norway, and other countries.

Tin is found chiefly in Cornwall, in England, and in

Malacca and Australia.

Zinc is found in Prussia, Belgium, England, and th<

United States.

jLead is found in Great Britain, Spain, Canada, an i

the United States.

Gold, the most valuable of all the metals, is useful

chiefly for coinage, and is most abundant in Australia,

California, and British Columbia. It is found also in

Quebec, Nova Scotia, and other places. More than 100

millions of dollars is- value is found annually.

Platina. the rarest of all metals, is found chiefly in the

Ural Mountains.

Silver is found chiefly in Mexico, California, Nevada,

and South America, on the north shore of Lake Superior

in Ontario, and in Norway, Eussia, and Hungary, in

Europe.

Mercury, or quicksilver, is found in California, Spain,

and South America.

Nickel is a brilliant ductile metal largely used for



INTRODUCTION. 21

coinage. It is found principally in England, Saxony,

and France.
,

Antimony is a bluish-white metal, generally used for

alloying. It is found principally in Borneo.

Coal is a valuable mineral, and perhaps the most im-

portant for adding to the wealth of a country. It is

found in greatest abundance in many parts of Great

Britain and the United States, and largely in Nova Scotia,

New Brunswick, Vancouver Island, and other countries.

Sulphur is found chiefly in volcanic districts.

Salt is found in every part of the world, in the various

forms of mines, mountains, plains, and springs, and is

also produced by the evaporation of sea-water.

Other minerals are numerous, but are of less importance.

PLANTS.

Plants are found adapted to every climate, soil, and

locality, and flourish in proportion to the amount of heat,

light, and moisture which they receive.

In the Torrid Zone they are most numerous, and vege-

tation is most luxuriant. They become less numerous

and more stunted as we approacli the poles, till even

trees refuse to grow, and only mosses or lichens are found,

upon which animals subsist.

The Torrid Zone is distinguished for the size and

beauty of its trees and flowers, its spices and rich fruits,

and its odoriferous plants. Tlie teak, mahogany, palm,

coffee, and cinnamon trees, the banana, pine-apple, and

the sugar-cane, are only found in this zone.

The Temperate Zones are distinguished for the abun-

dance of their fruits and grains most iiseful to man, for

the variety and strength of the timber drawn from its

forests, and for its fibrous plants, such as cotton, flax, and
hemp.
The Frigid Zones produce nothing but mosses and

lichens, except in the more temperate parts, where a little

barley and rye is grown, and a few pines and other hardy

trees are found.

ANIMALS.
. Aninjials, like plants, are to be found in every region,

and adapted to every climate, soil, and locality.

Amid the luxuriant vegetation of the Torrid Zone,
animals attain the largest size ; here, also, wild animals

abound. The forests swarm with birds of brilliant plu-

mage, insects, and reptiles.

In the Temperate Zones the more useful animals,

such as the horse, cow, sheep, and deer, are abundant,
and very few wild animals are to be found.

In the FHpriH ^r>nf»g^,^r.r.TparotiVQi,r fg^ land animals

are found, but sea-fowl are very numerous, and the sea

abounds with the whale, seal, and walrus.

Some animals are common to all the zones, such as the

dog, sheep, bear, etc. ; and it is remarkable that their

natural covering varies with the climate of the zone in

which they are found.

MANKIND.
•p/fanb-iTiH liag been variously classified according to dis-

tinctions of form, color, skin, hair, etc. The system of

Blumenbach, as the one most convenient for classification,

forms the basis of nearly all subsequent schemes ; and is

as follows

:

The Pfiiipaaian,. including the principal nations of

Europe, with the allied Asiatic races, jointly classed as

Ii»do-European ; and also the Semitic races, including

the Arabs, Jews, etc.

The Mone^olian. including the Chinese, the Tartar

tribes of Central Asia, and allied races ; among these the

Finns and Lapps of Europe are embraced.

The Malay, including the natives of the peninsula of

Malacca, the chief islands of the Indian Archipelago, New
Zealand, etc.

The FtlltffT?P" i
including the chief nations and tribes

of Africa ; and
The ^T"ftri<yj^n, including all the nations and tribes

native to North and South America.

The Papuans and other islanders are styled Negritoes,

from their negro-like color of skin, woolly hair, etc. The

Australians arc equally dark, but witli hair generally

straight.

The American Indian closely approximates to the Asi-

atic Mongolian.

STATES OP SOCIETY.

A State of Society is the condition of a people in re-

spect to civilization. The principal states are the savage,

barbarous, semi-civilized, and the civilized.

The Savage State is that of a people who live in tribes,

and subsist on the products of nature.

The Barbarous state is that of a people who possess

flocks and herds, and rudely till the soil.

The Semi-civilized state is that of a people who have

a settled society, live in towns, possess a written language,

and have made considerable progress in the mechanical

arts.

Tlie XliicilizeduPi' enlightened, state is the condition of

the most advanced nations, of those that have made the

greatest progress in the arts, sciences, morals, and culture.

—Sicinton.

POLITICAL DIVISIONS.

The Political Diviaiona of the earth are Empires,

Kingdoms, Principalities, and Republics.
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An Umpire consists of several large countries imited

under the rule of one monarch, generally called an Em-
peror.

A Kingdom, or Monarchy^ consists of one or more

countries governed by a King or Queen. It is called a

I^imited fpqnarr.hv when the power of the king is re-

stricted by law, and no laws can be made without the

consent of the representatives of the people ; and an

Absolute Monarchy when the will of the monarch is

supreme.

Principalities. Grand Duchies , and Duchies are

small States governed by a Prince, (jfrand Duke, or Duke.

A Republic is a country governed by a ruler chosen by

the people for a limited period, who is generally called a

President.

When a number of separate States or Provinces, each

maintaining its own government and laws, unite for their

common interests, and have one central and supreme gov-

ernment, it is called a Confederation.

A Colony is a country colonized or settled by immi-

grants from the parent State.

A Dpnendency is a country subject to the government

of another.

States or Countries in Europe are commonly spoken of

a.s Powers, and are graded into classes, according to their

moral and political influence. The J*ive Great Powers

of Europe are Great Britain, France, Germany, Russia,

and Austria. The Lesser Powers are ranked according

to their geographical position and their military and

political influence.

POPULATION AND RELIGION.

The Population of the earth is estimated at about 1,434

millions, divided as follows :
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AMERICA.
Area, 14,855,000 square miles, comprising two-sevenths of the land surface of the globe

;
greatest length from north to south

in a direct lino, 9,400 miles
;
greatest breadth from east to west, 3,200 miles

;
population, 100,500,000.

America, or the New World, the only great division

of the earth in the Western Hemisphere, is surrounded

on all sides by water : on the north by the Arctic Ocean

;

on tlie west by the Pacific Ocean ; on the south by the

Antarctic Ocean ; and on the east by the Atlantic Ocean.

It is composed of two enormous pear-shaped masses of

land, both widest towards the north, and tapering to a

point towards the south, joined together by the Isthmus

of Panama.

These tvTo parts are called respectively North and

South America.

America is remarkable for the extent and grandeur of

its physical features ; its mountain chains, rivers, lakes,

plains, and forests being the largest in the world.

It was discovered by Christopher Columbus in 1492,

when he arrived at the island of San Salvador, one of the

Bahamas. It was not, however, till 1498, on his third

voyage, that he reached the mainland of South America

;

North America having been visited the year before by
John Cabot, a Venetian in the service of England. Tlie

new continent was named after Amerigo Vespucci, a

Florentine, who accompanied Hojeda, a Spanish com-
mander, as astronomer, and wrote an account of his dis-

coveries in America. Greenland was discovered by the

Norsemen five hundred years before Columbus reached

America ; and it is said that they also visited the shores

of what is nov^ called New England.

In shape and general features the two great divisions

resemble each other. The Rocky Mountains of North

America, and the Andes of South America, stretch from
north to south through the whole length of the conti-

nent, forming an almost unbroken chain, about 9,000

miles in length. In both divisions this chain is nearest to

the Pacific, and both have smaller ranges of mountains in

the east, at the broadest part of the continents ; while the

centre, between the two ranges, is one vast plain. Both
divisions may be divided into four great slopes— a north-

em, eastern, southeastern, and western ; and the three

first are drained in North America by the Mackenzie,
St. Lawrence, and Mississippi Rivers ; and in South
America by the Orinoco, Amazon, and La Plata levers.

And similarly in both continents, the sources of these

rivers are divided only by a gentle rise scarcelyperceptible.

The Rivers of America are especially remarkable for

their length and volume of water, and also for the dis-

tance to which they are navigable, the length of the

princijjal being

:

Miles.
Mississippi, with the Missouri,
St. Lawrence, with Lakes,North America.

South America.

4.50(1

2.110
Mackenzie, 2,450

( Amazon, with the TJcayali, . . 4,000

{ La Plata, with the Parasuay, . 2,500

( Orinoco, . . . '. . . 1,600

All of these rivers, with their tributaries (except the

Mackenzie, which flows into the Arctic Ocean), are navi'

gable almost to their sources. This is owing to the vast

plains through which they flow, and their very gradual

fall towards the sea.

Compared with the other great divisions of the Earth,
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AmericA possesses but a small extent of coast line, its

length being only 43,000 miles, or, in comparison with

its size, only equal to half of that of Europe. It is more

broken in North than in South America. The latter

presents one unbroken mass of land, with no deep inden-

tations, and but few islands along its whole coast.

As the continent of America extends through all the

zones, its climate and soil vary greatly. These will be

found treated fully under the head of its separate coun-

tries. It is, however, in general, more humid in the Tro-

pics than the Eastern Hemisphere, and subject to greater

extremes of heat and cold in the higher latitudes. In the

north, the frozen mass of the Arctic Ocean renders it

much colder th^nVih the" same latitude in Europe, and

along the whole of the Western coast the high mountain

ranges attract the moisture, so that rain generally prevails

there to a greater extent than on the Eastern coast.

When the Spaniards first discovered the AVestern Con-

tinent under Columbus and other commanders, they

called the native inhabitants Indians, under the impres-

sion that they had reached the East Indies. The inhabi-

tants of Mexico and Peru were comparatively civilized,

had large towns, and fixed forms of government. They
welcomed the new-comers, but soon had reason to repent

of their hospitality, for the lust of conquest, and the

rapacity of the Spaniards and Portuguese, soon enslaved

them and destroyed their cities. These peoples have
almost disappeared, or are represented by debased races

rapidly becoming extinct. Many interesting relics remain
to prove the great progress in civilization achieved by the

native races of Mexico and Peru.

The Eskimos, a short, stunted race, occupy the extreme
north, and subsist by hunting and fishing. The remain-
ing native races are scattered over the whole continent,

living by the chase, and consisting of a great number of

different tribes, speaking different languages.

NORTH AMERICA.
-•

Area, 7,900,000 square miles ; greatest length from north to sooth, in-

cluding Central America, 4,700 miles
; greatest breadth from east

to west, 8,000 miles; persons to a square mile, 9; population
7.3,000,000.

North America comprises the Northern part of the

Continent of America, and is joined to South America

by the Isthmus of Panama. It is bounded on the north

by the Arctic Ocean ; on the west by the Pacific Ocean
;

on the south by the Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of

Mexico ; and on the east by the Atlantic Ocean.
Its surface is divided into four great regions by the grand

chain of the Rocky Mountains, and the lesser chain of the
Alleghanies ; consisting of the Northern slope towards the
Arctic Ocean, the Pacific slope, the great central plain ex-

tending from the sources of the Mississippi io tlie Gulf of

Mexico, and the Eastern slope towards the Atlantic Ocean.

The Rocky Mountains form the great backbone, as it

may be termed, of North America, extending from the
Arctic Ocean southward, through the whole length of the
continent. The Cordilleras of Mexico and Guatemala
may be considered as a continuation of the chain, although
it is somewhat interrupted by the high plateaus of Mexico.
The Rocky Mountains rise mostly from a high table-land,
which is sometimes 5,000 feet above the sea. ' They oc-

cupy a region from 40 to 200 miles in breadth, and con-

sist in some parts of two or three parallel ranges. Their
highest elevation is attained in the Dominion of Canada
and in Colorado—Mounts Brown and Hooker (in British

Columbia) rising about 16,000 feet high—although the

Cordilleras contain the celebrated volcanoes of Popoca-
tepetl, Agua, and Orizaba, the first nearly 18,000 feet high.

Parallel with the Rocky Mountains along the Pacific

coast are several successive ranges of mountains, which
have been called the Alps of the Pacific, extending from
Mexico to Alaska, and terminated by the lofty volcano,

Mount St. Elias, 19,500 feet high. These chains are known
by different names, as the Sierra Madre, in Mexico

;

the Coast Range, and the parallel range of the Sierra

Nevada, in California ; and the Cascade Mountains,
in Oregon, Washington Territory, and British Columbia.

The Alleghany Mountains, or Appalachian chain, ex-

tend from the north of the State of Alabama to the Gulf

of St. Lawrence, about 1,500 miles in length. Different

portions of the same range are known by the names of

the Cumberland Mountains in Tennessee, the Blue
Mountains in Virginia, the Catskill Mountains in New
York, the Green Mountains in Vermont, the White
Mountains in New Hampshire, and the Notre Dame
Mountains in Quebec. The name Alleghany belongs

properly to the eastern and principal range in Virginia and

Pennsylvania. Their highest summits are in New Hamp-
shire, where they rise to the height of 6,000 feet, but

elsewhere they seldom rise over 4,000 feet.

Owing to the vast plains of North Americ^a, and the

gentle slope of the land, the rivers are large and numer-

ous, and navigable far into the interior of the country.

The St. Lawrence, with the great lakes, is navigable for

upwards of 2,000 miles, the Mississippi, with the Mis-'

souri, for upwards of 4,000, and many of the other great

rivers almost to their sources. In the Great Central

Plain there is scarcely a watershed 1,500 feet above the

level of the sea, and many of the large rivers take their

rise so near each other that it is difficult to tell in which

direction the land slopes.

The Principal Rivers of North America are :

In the north, the Yukon, Mac-
iemie. Back or Great Fish.
Churchill, Saskatchewan, and Ht.

Lawrence.
In the east, the St. John, Con-

necticut, Hudson, Susqvehanna,
Delaware, Potomac, and Savan-
nah,

In the centre and south, the
Alabama, the Mississippi, with
its affluents, the Illinois, Ohio,
Missouri, Arkansas, nnd Red
Rivers, and the Rio Grande-del-

I

Norte.
\ In the west, the Colorado, Col-

I
umbia, and Frater.
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is the extent of America? Greatest

length? Greatest breadth? In what hemisphere
is it? How is it bounded? What is its shape?
How is it divided? For what is it remarkable?
When was it discovered? Mention the first dis-

"overers. How do North and South America
.•esemble each other? What mountain chains
traverse them? Describe the other points of
resemblance. Describe the coast line of America.
Which division is most irregular ? Describe
the climate and soil of America. Why is it

colder than in Kurope in the north? \Vhy is

it more moist in the west than in the east 1 Has
America many animals? What does America
largely produce? What are the natives called?
\Vhat was their condition when the continent was
first discovered? How were they treated? What
is known of them? What native races now inhabit
the country-? What is their present condition?
What is the area of North America? Greatest
length? Greatest breadth ? Population? Average
to the square mile? What proportion of the whole
continent does it comprise i;i extent? In popula-
tion? How is North America joined to South
America. How is North America bounded? How
may its surface be divided, and by what? Describe
the Rocky Mountains? Where are the Cordil-
leras? Where do the Rocky Mountains attain

their g^-eatest height ? MTiat are the highest peaks?
What mountains are on the Pacific coast? How
far do they extend? What are the highest peaks?
What are the names of the different chains? Hew
far do the Alleghanies extend? Under what
names? How high are they? Describe the general
features of the rivers of North America. What con-
tributes *o make them easy of navigation ? Describe
the £;rent central plain. Name the principal rivers.

Where do they rise? Into what ocean, gulf, or bay
do they flow? \VTiat tributaries have they?
Where are the principal lakes ? Name them.
Describe the outline of North America. Name the
principal islands. Describe the por.ition of each.
Name the principal gulfs, bays, straits. &c. De-
scribe their position. Name the principa! capes.
Describe their position. Name the principal

peninsulas. Describe their position. Describe the

climate of North America. What is remarkable in

the climate of the Dominion of Canada ? Describe
the soil of North America. Where are the barren
tracts? What are the staple products of North
America? What minerals are found? Of what
extent are the coaJ-beds? How is North America
divided ? Point out the divisions on the map.
What is the size of Danish America? Population^
What is it supposed to he ? Describe its surface.

When was it said to have been discovered, and by
whom ? Describe the climate and soil. Name the
princiDal settlements.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
What joins North and South America ? Which of the principal

rivers are in the Dominion of Canada? Which in the United States?

What mountain ranges extend through the Dominion of Canada?
Through the United States? Point out the principal lakes in the
Dominion. In the United States. In Central America. What large

island lies near the east coast of the Dominion ? What peninsula forms
the south-eastern portion of the Dominion? What large island near the

west coast? What Islands enclose the Carribbean Sea? What

important gulf is there to the east of the Dominion of Canada? To the

south of the United States ? What is the southern point of the Peninsula

of Lower California called? The south-eastern point of the United

States? The south-eastern point of Newfoundland ? What capes and
straits are in the east of the Dominion ofCanada ? What bay is between
Nova Scotia and New Bnnswick ? How is Alaska divided from Asia?
Wiat gulf is on the v. -st of Mexico? What gulf is on the west of

I British Columbia !
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The principal Lakes of North America are in the

northern part, and are either in the Dominion of Canada,

or form the boundary between it and the United States.

They are

—

Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie, Ontario, Great Bear, Great

Slave, Athabasca, Winnipeg, Winnipegosis, and Lake of the Woods.

South of these the only Lakes worthy of mention are

—

Lake Champlatn. jupt touching the Canadiim frontier. Great Salt

Lake in Utah ; and Nicaragua in Central America.

The outline of North America is much more broken

than that of South America, especially on the north and

east, but compared with the extent of coast-line, the

Islands, Gulfs, Promontories, etc., are not numerous.

The Principal Islands are :

In the north, Greenland, Baffin
]
the Wext India Islands, compris-

Land, Prince Albert Land, Mel-
j

ing the Bahamas, and Great and
Ville, Banks, and Southampton.

\
Little Antilles.

In the west, Vancouver, Queen In the east, Xetu/oundlarid, Cape
Charlotte, Prince of Wales, Sitka,

]
Breton, Priiice Edicard Island,

and Aleutian Isles.
j

Anticotti, and Long Island.

In the south, the Bermudas, and '

The Principal Gulfs, Bays, and Straits are :

In the north, Davis Strait and In the south, Florida Strait,

Sajffin Bay, Barrow and Banks .GulfofMexico, theCaribbean Sea,

Straits, Melville, and Lancaster
\
undGxilfstfCampeachy and Eon-

Sounds, Hudson Strait and Hud- dui-as.

eon Bay, and its southern extrem- I In the west, the Gulf of Can-
ity, James Bay. fornia, Juan de Fuca Strait,

In the east, the Strait of Belle
|

Gulf of Georgia, and Behring
Jtle, Gulf of St. Lawrence. Bay of Strait.

Fundy, and Chesapeake Bay.
|

The PrincipeJ Capes are :

In the east, Farewell, Chudleigh,

Charles, Race, Breton, Sable, Cod,

Hatteras, Sn^/e (Florida), Catocfie,

Oracias <i Dios.

In. the west, Corrientes, San

Lucas, Mendocino, Flattei-y, and
Prince of Wales.

In the north, Liaburne, Barrow,
and Bathurst.

The Peninsulas of North America are :

In the east, Labrador. Xova Scotia. Florida, and Yucatan.
In the west, Alaska, and Lower California.

In the north, Boothia and Melville.

North America, owing to its great extent from north to

south, varies greatlj' in climate, according to the latitude.

In general, it averages about 10' hotter in summer and
10° colder in winter than in the same latitude in Europe.

In the north and east it is much colder, owing to the

great extent of the frozen Arctic Ocean, from which cold

currents are continually flowing southward. In the south

it is hot, but varies according to the elevation of the land

above the sea. On the west coast it is in general warmer

and more moist than in the east. It is remarkable, that

about the centre of the Dominion of Canada, along the

Saskatchewan "Valley to the Rocky Mountains, the climate

is almost the same as in Ontario, although 10° higher in

latitude, or nearly 700 miles farther north.

The soil of North America is generally rich and pro-

ductive, owing chiefly to its level nature and the great

number of rivers ; the only barren parts of any extent

being the Arctic Regions and the desert tracts in the

United States along each side of the Rocky Mountains.

Grain, timber, cotton, sugar, and tobacco form the great

staple products. ~

There are few wild animals in North America, the

principal being the grizzly and black bear, wolf, lynx,

puma or panther, etc. ; but fur-bearing animals, such as

the beaver, otter, mink, marten, and others, abound in

the North. The great prairies formerly abounded with

Iniffalo, deer, and wild fowl; and in the south, wild

horses are still numerous. The sea abounds with fish.

All the principal minerals are found in North America

;

gold, silver, copper, and lead being found in large quan-

tities in many parts. It is estimated that the coal-beds of

North America are more than ten times as large as all the

others in the world put together.

North America has been colonized ^)y settlers from Eu-

rope, principally from the British Islands, who, chiefly

within the last 200 years, have explored, settled, and

cultivated a territory larger than Europe ; have built large

cities, and carry on an extensive commerce with every

quarter of the globe ; and are distinguished for their

energy and enterprise in agriculture and commerce, for

the extensive facilities for rapid communication they pos-

sess, and for their general intelligence and cultivation.

North America is divided into

Danish America.
Dominion of Canada and New-

foundland.
United States of America.

Mexico.
Central America.
West India Islande,

DANISH AMERICA.
Area, 750,000 sqiiare miles : more than three times the size of Ontario

;

population, nearly 10,000.

G-reenland, or Danish America, is a very large island,

or possibly several islands joined by ice. The surface is

high and rocky, with enormous glaciers in the hollows.

It is said to have been discovered by the Norsemen five

hundred years before Columbus discovered America.

The climate is cold, although in July the thermometer

rises to 84° ; and fogs are almost constant on the coast.

The soil is unfit for cultivation, although it has been

attempted with a little success in some parts.

The principal animals are the reindeer, seals, Eskimo

dogs, hares, etc. Sea-fowls are very numerous.

The Danes have several settlements along the coast, at

Juluinshiiiib, Uppernavik, etc., for the purposes of trade.

The chief exports are eider-down, whale and seal oil,

seal-skins, and furs. The whale and seal fisheries on the

coast are valuable, and are extensively carried on. The
Danish population amounts only to about 300, the re-

mainder being natives, a branch of the Eskimo race.
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DOMINION OF CANADA.
A'-ea, 3,470,392 square miles ; about as large as Europe, and comprising nearly one-sixteenth part of the land surface of the

globe. Greatest extent from east to west, 3,500 miles, and from nocth to south, about 1,400 miles
; population, 4,324,810.

The Dominion of Canada is bounded on the north In the east, the great chain of Lakes marking the boun-
dary between Canada and the United States, containing

nearly one-half of the fresh water on the globe, and form-

ing, with the River St. Lavrrence, an unbroken chain

of water communication for over 2,000 miles.

In the eastern and western portions of the Dominion,

the country is well wooded, and timber is largely ex-

ported ; but the centre consists of an immense tract of

level or gently undulating prairie land, with only a few
trees along the courses of the rivers, but producing abun-

dance of nutritious grasses.

Althoiigh comprising such an extensive area, the settled

portion of the Dominion is very small, consisting chiefly

of a long narrow strip of land, seldom exceeding 100

miles in breadth, along the Lakes and the River St. Law-

rence in Ontario and Quebec ; the maritime provinces of

^"ova Scotia, Xew Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island

;

Manitoba, which was only admitted as a province in

1870 ; Vancouver Island in the west, and a few settle-

ments along the course of the Eraser River in British

Columbia.

Tlie principal mountain ranges of Canada are the

Rocky Mountains and the Cascade Range, in British

Columbia ; the Wotchish Mountains, between Quebec

and the Xorth-east Territory ; the Notre Dame Moun-
tains, a continuation of the Appalachian chain in Quebec

;

by the Arctic Ocean and Baffin's Bay ; on the west by

the Territory of Alaska, belonging to the United States,

and the Pacific Ocean ; on the south by the United

States and the Great Lakes ; and on the east by the

Atlantic Ocean.

The Dominion. of Canada comprises the whole of British North
America, except the Island of Newfoundland and the peninsula of
Labrador, and consists of the Provinces of

Ontario, • Prince Edward Island,
Quebec, Manitoba.
New Brunswick, ' British Columbia.
Nova Scotia,

the Districts of Keewatin, Assiniboia, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Atha-
basca, and the North-west and North-east Temtories, formerly called
the Hudson Bay Territory.

The chief physical features of the Dominion are :

In the west, the Rocky Mountains, extending from
the Arctic Ocean to the United States, from north to

south, and tl e parallel range of the Cascade Mountains,

near the Pacific Coast, both of which here attain their

highest elevations.

In the centre, the great northern slope towards the

Arctic Ocean, with its numerous lakes, rivers, and marshy
tracts, chiefly drained by the Mackenzie and Great
Pish Rivers; and the large inland sea, Hudson Bay,

from which that part of the country formerly derived its

name









EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is the area of Newfoundland ? Population? Extent? Capi-

tal? How is Newfoundland situated? How is it separated from the

mainland? How is it divided? What is also included in the govern-

ment? Name the principal islands. Point them out on the map.

Where are they situated? Describe the outline of Newfoundland.

Name the principal bays. Point them out on the map. What is said of

peninsulas ? Point out the principal on the map. Name the principal

capes. Point them out on the map. What is said of Cape Race ? What

wonderful enterprise connects Newfoundland with Europe? What is

said of the other capes ? Of the settlements, &c. ? Describe the surface.

The principal lakes and rivers. Point them out on the map. Describe

the climate of Newfoundland. The soil and products. The minerals.

From what does Newfoundland derive its importance? What is said of

the fisheries? Who carry them on ? Of the banks of Newfoundland?

Of the seal-fishery? What financial statistics are given ? What are the

chief markets for fish? What is said of the government? Of the reli-

gions? Describe the chief towns. Point them out on the map. Where

are they situated ? What is the area of British Columbia? The popula-

tion? Extent? What is the extent of Vancouver Island ? What is the

capital of British Columbia? What does it comprise? How is it

bounded? Describe the surface. Name the principal mountain ranges.

Point them out on the map. Name the principal passes through the

Rocky Mountains. Describe the Cascade range. Where is the most

valuable part of the country situated? Name the principal rivers of

British Columbia. Trace their courses on the map. Describe the coast-

line. Name the princip.il islands. The principal straits and gulfs. The

principal inlets. Describe the climate. How did British Columbia first

derive its importance? What minerals are found? What is said of the

exports and imports? What is said of the history of British Columbia?

How is the government composed? How is British Columbia divided

?

What is said of the inhabitants? Of the railways? What is the area of

Manitoba? Population? Extent? Capital? How is Manitoba situ-

ated? What rivers intersect it? Trace the course of Red River? Of

the Assiniboine? Describe the lakes. Describe the country. Its pro-

ducts. What project is likely to improve the country? What is the

employment of many of the inhabitants? How is the population com-

posed? What reservation is made for the half-breeds? How is the

government compiosed? What numbers are elected to the Dominion

Parliament? Describe Winnipeg. What is the area of the North-West

Territory? Population? Extent? How is it bounded ? To whom did

the Territory belong? From whom did the Company receive the Terri-

tory? How was it ceded to Canada? Describe the surface of the

country. Describe Hudson Bay. Th« mountains and hills. Trace

them on the map. V/hat is a remarkable feature of the country? Name
the principal lakes. Point them out on the map. Describe the principal

rivers. Trace them on the map. Describe the climate and soil. How
may the country be divided? Describe the regions into which it may
be divided. Trace them on the map. What is said of the forts of the

Company? Name the principal. Point them out on the map. What

is said of the people? What is said of the Hudson Bay Company? Of

the Indians? How is the Territory governed? Where do the Arctic

regions extend? What do they comprise? For what are they in-

teresting ? What is said of the expeditions ? What has been discovered ?

What is said of the western part of the Arctic Ocean ? What is said of

the most important expeditions? Of Sir John Franklin? What is said

of minerals?

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

What mountain chain? cross the western part of the Dominion?

Which parts of the Dominion are in the west? Which in the cast?

Which province is near the centre? Which is the most southerly?

Which provinces adjoin the United States? How is Ontario separated

from the United States? How is Newfoundland separated from Labra-

dor? What large bay is nearly enclosed in the Dominion? What

islands are in the Gulf of St Lawrence'? What large islands are oflF the

west coast? What island is north-east of Nova-Scotia What large

river flows into the Gulf of Georgia? What rivers flow into Lake Win-

nipeg ?_ What river divides Ontario from Quebec? What large river is

in New Brunswick? Name the lakes from west to east emptied by St

Lawrence River ? What rivers flow into the St Lawrence on the north

bank? What lakes are partly in Manitoba? What bay is between Nova

Scotia and New Brunswick ? What strait is between Vancouver Island

and the United States? What sound separates Queen Charlotte Island

from British Columbia? What is the position of New Brunswick from

Quebec? Of Prince Edward Island from New Brunswick? Of Nova

Scotia from Newfoundland? In what direction is Winnipeg from Tor-

onto? Montreal from Toronto? St John from Montreal? Halifax from

St John? What is the south-eastern point of Nova Scotia called ? How
is Prince Edward Island separated from New Brunswick and Nova

Scotia? How is Vancouver Island separated from the mainland ? What

is the northern point of Vancouver Island called? Give the latitude of

Newfoundland. The longitude. How is Newfoundland separated from

Labrador? Which is the nearest point to Cape Breton? What is the

extreme north point called ? What island is near it ? What is the soul! •

eastern point called ? What gulf is on the west 1 What islands are soutci

of Newfoundland? What island is between Newfoundland and Cape

Breton? In what direction from St John is Harbour Grace? Carbon-

near? Placentia? Halifax. N.S. ? How is British Columbia separated

from the North-West Territory? How is the mainland separated from

Vancouver Island ? What part of the United States lies to the north-

west of British Columbia? What rivers flow into the Pacific Ocean?

On what river is New Westminster situated? What is the northern

point of Vancouver Island called? What groups of islands lie to the

N.W. of Vancouver Island? What towns in Vancouver Island are on

the Gulf of Georgia ? What island lies to the west of Vancouver Island ?

What large lakes are in the northern part of Manitoba? What lakes are

between Manitoba and Lake Superior? What river flows into the Red

River from the west? What is the nearest town in the United States on

the Red River. What is the southern boundary of Manitoba ? What

river drains Lake Winnipeg into Hudson Bay? How is Winnipeg situ-

ated? In what direction from Winnipeg is Pembina? Toronto? Que-

bec ? Fort William ? Where does Red River rise ? In what direction

does it flow? What strait connects Hudson Bay with the Atlantic Ocean?

What large island is at the mouth of Hudson Bay? What is the southern

extremity of Hudson Bay called? What rivers flow into Hudson Baj'

from the west ? From the east ? What rivers flow into James Bay ?

Into the Arctic Ocean? What river rises in British Columbia and flows

into Lake Athabasca? Where does the Saskatchewan rise ? Into what

lake does it flow ? ^\^lat large river rises in the North-West Territory

and flows into Alaska?
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the Laurentide Hills on the north shore of the St. Law-

rence ; and in Nova Scotia, the North and South Moun-
tains in the west, and the Cobequid Mountains in the

north.

Canada is well watered, and is remarkable for the

number and extent of its inland lakes. The rivers are

numerous and important. The principal are :

In British Columbia : the Fraser liiner, with its tributariew, flowing
into the Gulf of Georgia ; the Peace River, with its northern branch
the Finlaij liieer, (lowing into the Mackenzie River; the Skeeiia or

Simpson River, (lowing into the Pacific Ocean ; and the Columbia
River, pasmig into the United States, where it al.so flows into the
Pacific Ocean.

In the North-west Territory : the Mackenzie River, formed by the
junction of the AC/iabascu and Peace Rivers, flowing into the Arctic

Ocean, after a course of 2,-150 miles ; the Coppermine, and Back or
Great Fish Rivers, also flowing into the Arctic Ocean ; the Saskatche-
wan, Assiniboiiie, and Red Rivers, flowing into Lake Winnipeg, and
thence as the Nelsun into Hudson Bay ; the Churchill, /Severn, and
Albany Rivers flowing intoHud.^on Bay.
In Ontario and Quebec : the St. Latvrence, draining the great Lakes,

and flowing into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, with its chief tributaries,

the Ottawa. St. .\faurice, and Saguenay.
In New Brun.swick : the St. John., rising in the United States, and

flowing into the Bay of Fnndy ; and the Restigouche, and Miramichi,
flowing into tlie Gulf of St. Lawrence,

The Principal Lakes of Canada are :

In the North-west and North-east Territories : Great Bear, Great
Slave, Athabasca, Wollaston, Reindeer, Winnipeg, Winnipegosis, Ma?ii-
toba, and Lake of (he Woods in the west, and Abbilibbe, ilistassini,
and Clear-wattr in the east.

In Ontario : Superior, Huron, St. Clair, Erie, Ontario, Simcoe,
Nipissiiig, and Nipigon.
Between Ontario and Quebec : Temiscaming.

. In Quebec : &rand Lake aud Lake St. John.

The coa.st-line of Canada is much broken, differing in

this respect from the remainder of the continent. The
north shore, owing to the enormous masses of ice in the

Arctic Ocean, is almost inaccessible.

On the east are Prince Edward, Anticosti, Cape Breton,

and Magdalen Islands ; the Gulf of St. La^trence, Strait

of Belle Isle, Nortlmmherland Strait, Gut of Canso, and
Bay of Fundy.
On the north are Cumherland, SoutJiampton, Cockhurn,

Melville, and numerous other islands ; Baffin Bay and
Davis Strait; Barrow and Banks Straits, Melville and
Lancaster Sounds ; the Gulf of Boothia ; Hudson Strait

and Hudson Bay, with its southern extremity, James
Bay.

On the west coast are Vancoxiver, Queen Clmrlotte, and
numerous other islands ; Juan de Fuca Strait, the Gulf
of Gcorfjia, and Queen Charlotte Sound.

The climate of Canada is temperate, dry, and healthy,

but more inclined to extremes than in the same latitude

in Europe. In the east it is colder than in the west, the

temperature of Quebec, Northern Ontario, and Manitoba
being colder than that of British Columbia. The soil is

very fruitful in almost every section. In the older prov-
inces all kinds of grain ai'e grown in abundance, and
largely exported ; while grapes, melons, peaches, in the

more southern parts, besides more hardy fruits, are ex-.

tensively cultivated. Ontario is essentially an agricul-

tural country. In the other provinces it is colder, but
vegetation is very rapid. In Quebec the thermometer
sometimes falls \u winter as low as 30' to 40' below zero,

and the St. Lawrence is closed by ice during five months
of the year. Although the snows of winter form the

great highways for traffic, especially in the interior of the

country, still the opening of navigation is always anxiously

i looked forward to.

Canada is rich in minerals. Gold is extensively found
in British Columbia, and to a smaller extent in Nova
Scotia. Copper, lead, and iron are found in Ontario,

Quebec, and Nova Scotia ; silver on the north shore of

Lake Superior ; and coal in Nova Scotia, New Bruns-

wick, Vancouver Island, and the North-west and North-

east Territories. The petroleum and salt wells of

Ontario are also valuable and productive.

The principal industries are the fi.sheries, shipbuilding,

and lumbering in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec ;

agriculture and lumbering in Ontario ; and gold-min-

ing in British Columbia. Manufactures of woollens, iron,

leather, cotton, tobacco, etc., are steadily increasing as

the country progresses.

Railways, which in a new country are the pioneers

of civilization, have received a great impetus of late

years, and there are now in existence upwards of 10,000

miles of railway in the Dominion. In addition to this,

the Canadian Pacific Railway, extending from Montreal

to British Columbia, a distance of 2,800 miles, is being

rapidly constructed, and is to be completed by the year

18'J0, when an unbroken line of railway will extend

from Halifax, in Nova Scotia, to Victoria, in Vancouver
Island. In order to assist navigation, a large amount
has been expended on canals ; on the St. Lawrence and
Ottawa Rivers to overcome the rapids ; the Rideau Canal

to connect Lake Ontario with the Ottawa ; and the Wel-

land Canal, to pass the Falls of Niagara, and to connect

Lakes Erie and Ontario. The Welland Canal has just

been enlarged between Lakes Erie and Ontario, and

now admits vessels of 1,500 tons. Its facilities are now
likely to divert the greater part of the enormous Western

grain traffic through Canadian territory.

Quebec, which is the oldest settled part of the Do-

minion, is peopled principally by the descendants of the

original French settlers, some of whom are also to be

found in the other jirovinces ; Ontario, Nova Scotia,

New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island, by the

descendants of the United Empire Loyalists (wlio left

the United States when those States became independ-

ent), and by settlers chiefly from the British Islands

;

Manitoba and British Columbia have been peopled

but recently by settlers from the other provinces and
elsewhere.

The original inhabitants, the Indians, now remaining,
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belong principally to the Huron, Cliippewa, Mohawk,
and Micniac tribes in the east, and to the Cree, Saulteaux,

and Blackfeet tribes in the west. Lands have been re-

served for them in the various provinces, and iu the

more settled jjarts they have their own villages and
liouses, and cultivate their own farms.

The Dominion of Canada is a Confederation, each

of the provinces of which it is composed having its own
^separate Legislature and Executive Council, presided

)ver by a Lieutenant-Governor appointed by the Domin-
»on Government.

Tlie Dominion Government is similar to that of

Great Britain, on which it is modelled, and consists of

Her Majesty the Queen (represented by the Governor-

General), and a Farliament, consisting of the House of

Commons and the Senate.

The Governor-General is assisted by an Executive

Coimcil of lo members, who must each have a seat in

Parliament, and who are responsible for the good govern-

ment of the country.

The House of Commons, at present, consists of mem-
bers who are elected by the people for one Parliament

only, which cannot exceed iive years. The number of

members to each province is proportioned to the popula-

tion, and provision is made for increase, the number ap-

portioned to Quebec (65) being made the basis of cal-

ciilation.

The Senate consists of 78 members, appointed for life

by the Crown.

The number of Members to each Province is:

Ontario, . . .

Quebec, .

New Bruns'wick, .

Nova Scotia, .

Manitoba,
British Columbia, .

Prince Edward Island.

Commons.
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is the area of Ontario? Population? How many persons are

there to a square mile? What does Ontario comprise? How is it

bounded? How is it divided? Name the counties and their chief

towns. State how er.ch county is bounded. Where are the chief towns

situated? What is said of the unsurveyed lands? Describe the surface

of Ontario. Point out the hills and ridges on the map. What form the

principal features of Ontario? Name the great lakes. Which is the

largest, &c. ? Describe Lake Superior. Describe Lake Huron. Point

out on the map the principal bays in it. The rivers flowing into it.

What towns do they flow past, and what lakes do they drain? Point

out the towns on its shores. Hov.- does Lake Huron empty? Describe

Lake St Clair. What river flows into it ? What town does it flow past ?

Point them out on the map. How does Lake St Clair empty ? Describe

Lake Erie. Point out on the map the principal river flowing into it.

What towns does it flow past? Point out the principal towns on Lake

Erie. How is it emptied? Describe the Falls of Niagara. Describe

Lake Ontario, and point out its principal features. What rivers flow

into it? What towns are on its shores? Point them out on the map.

How is Lake Ontario drained? What other likes are there? Point

them out on the map. What is the outlet of Lake Ontario? Describe

the St Lawrence. What lakes are in its course? What rivers flow into

it? Describe the Ottawa. What lakes are in its course? Name its

tributaries. What islands are at its mouth ? When did Ontario begin

to be settled ? What is said of it ? What are the chief employments of

the inhabitants? What are the chief products? What is said of the

minerals of Ont^.rio ? Of the petroleum springs ? Of the fisheries ? Of

the salt-welis? How is Ontario governed? Who appoints the Lieu-

tenant-Governor? For what term is the Legislative Assembly elected?

What is the revenue ? Describe the chief towns of OnL^rlo. Point '.hem

out on the map. State where they are situated and for what noted.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

What counties touch on Lake Ontario? On Lake Erie? On I.ake
|
River? ^^hat large islands are in Lake Huron? What islands are in

Huron? On Georgian Bay? On St Lawrence River? On the Ottawa I Lake Erie? What peninsula in Lake Ontario? What lakes and rivers

River? In what county is Kingston? Toronto? Londair?- Ottawff?" }
nearly surround the western peninsula? MTiat river forms the north-

St Catharines? Guelph? Windsor? Samia? Niagara ?' ~Bf5"c1cWne7
]
ea.stem boundary? What rivers separate Ontario from the United

Belleville ? Cobourg ? Peterboro' ? Port Hope ? Name the principal

towns on Georgian Bay. On Lake Huron. On the Rivers St Clau- and

Detroit. On Lake Erie. On Lake Ontario. On the St Lawrence.

What large river and lake nearly connects Georgian Bay with the Ottav/a I

States? Which is the most southerly county of Ontario? In what

direction does the Niagara River flow? The St Clair River? The

Detroit River?
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RAILWAY.

Main Line.

Brockvillc Division

St. Lawrence and Ottawa Division.

fMain Line

- /'Main Line

'* { Orangeville Branch ..

•3
i

> '^ i^EIora Branch

6"% . ^Main Line
C <« O ,

£ >»2^

Ho"' I^Teeswater Branch . .

f Main Line

1

1

2 l1
.a ^
3 £ Amherstburg Branch

.

(/) > £
rt'^. oSt. Clair Division

'Niagara Division

Northern Division.

Muskoka Branch...

^ Barrie and Beeton Branch.,

^ I North Simcoe fJranch

Kingston and Pembroke Railway

Cobourg and Rice Lake Railway .

Ontario Central Railway ^

Huron and Erie Railway

Napaneo and Tamworth Railway.

Miles.

2906

46

.54

211

121

35

27

122

70

228

16

66

7

30

151

115

51

26

30

15

STATIONS.

'Montreal, Ottawa, Bell's Comers, Carkion Jnc, Almonte, Pack-

enham, Amprior, Renfrew, Pembroke, Mackey s, Mattawa.
*Winnipeg-, *Port Moody.

Brockville, Smith's Falls, Carleton Jnc.

PrescoH, Spencerville, Kemptville, ChaxulkreJnc, Oltawa.

Smith's FalU, Perth. Sharbot Lake, Bawdon, Norwood, Peterboro'.

Myrtle, Aijincourt, Toronto.

Toronto. Streetsville, Milton, Gait, Drumbo, Woodstock, IngersoU,

St. Thomas.

Streetsville Jnc, Brampton, Riverdale, Church Falls, Alton, Orange-
ville.

Church Falls, Fergus, Elora.

Toronto, Weston, Cardwell Jnc, Alton, Orangeville, Shelbume,

Fleshertou, Owen Sound.

Orangeville, Arthur, Mount Forest, Harriston, Qorrie, Teeswater.

* Buffalo, Victoria, Niagara Jnc, Welland Jnc, Canfield, Hagers-

ville, Waterford, Hawlrey, Tilsonburg. St. Thomas, St. Clair

Jnc, R'ulgetown. Charing Cross, Essex Centre, Maidstone, Sand-

wich. Windsor, 'Detroit.

Essex Centre, Amherstburg.

St TiiOmas, St. Clair Jnc, Loop Line Jnc, Great Western Jnc,

Petrolla Ju:., Courtright.

PetroUa Jnc, Petrolia.

'Buffalo, Victoria, Niagara Jnc, Chippawa, Niagara Falls,

Queeuston, Niagara.

Port Dover^ Jarvis. Hagersville, Caledonia, Hamilton, Burlington,

MiUon,^ "
'

"

ColUngivoi

MiUan. Q̂^orqeJ^nmTt Riverdak. Cardwell Jnc, Beeton, Alliston,

inawood.

Toronto, Thornhill, Aurora Newmarket, Holland Landing, Allan-

dale, Barrie, Colwell, Stayne , Collingwood, Meaford.

Allandale, Barrie, Orillla, ^<AcWey (to Gravenhurst.)

Barrie, AUandale, Cookstown, Beeton.

Barrie, Allandale, Colwell, Penetanguishene.

Kingston, Sharbot Lake, Mississippi.

Cobourg, Baltimore, Harwood.

Picton, Wellington, Consecon, Trenton.

Rondeau, Blenheim, Charing Cross, Chatham, Dresden,Wallaceburgh.

Napanee, Newburg, Tamworth.

Note. —Stations where tieo roads join or cross are iu italics. Stati'rtis where more than two road« join or cross are tiold-faoed. liacee
marked thus ' are not in Ontario.

w





•ISSING

a's'

^^\

"VX^

HAldBURTON
ffaUhiirtcrn

wlmdrn

khiiiivinU

^linnjtJ'illl

At / 'JV\ jr 'f\ ^>?;
'c\ /<»<V'"/""''V\CAll«vET|()N \

*

"V

I^ A K AI?iK

>'.,

8MJ!,. ft.,. '/,_ >, V <o, -^. ^Y^> \te--=^/, _ i)_ x?!i / ^

\l K

QXC^VKIQ. I

©iiil their
;



n.A.ii-.'v^^A-'srs OF oisra7-A.iiio.



NORTH AMERICA. 19

The Western Counties, or those occupying the penin-

eula nearly surrounded by Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron,

and Simcoe, are

—

Chief Totcna,

, Sandwich, Windsor, Amherstburg.
. Chailiaw. Bothwel'U -^

T^t. Thomas, I'ort Stanley, Port JBurwell, Aylmer.
. Sinlcoe, Port Dover, Port KowaiiT
. Cayugn, Caledonia, Dunnville.

j Wedand, Thorold, Poit Colborne . Niagara Falls.

I
Dnimiuondvillo.

. St' Cattiai iuc's;. Niagaraj,rort Dalhousie.

. Hanijl '^l'l ^'""(V'}^

. ""nriTrmJ^UeoimituwiijOakvjlle.

. 13riuiii)toii, baveti=ville, Port Credit.

. Toroujji,. Newmarket, Aurora.

. Eoniiunj^StratUroy, Lucan, Parkhill.

. Woodstock, Ingersoll, Norwich, Tikonburg,

. Uraittford, Paris.

. Stratford. St. Mary's, Mitchell, Listowel.

. Berlin. Gait, Preston, Waterloo, Ayr.

. Giielph, Klcira, Fergus, Mount Forest.

. Savnia, Petrolia. Point Edward.

.'^oderich, Clinton, Seaforth.
. Walkorton, Southampton, Kincardine, Paisley.

. Oweii Sound, Durham, Meaford.

. Ori\n(.'eville.

. Ban ie, Bradford, Collingwood, Oriilia, Midland.
Algoma District, Saylt Ste. Marie, Wellington Mines.
Muskoka District, Bracebridge, Gravenhurst.
Parry Sound Dis't,Parry Sound.
Nipissing Dis't, Mattawa.
Thunder Bay

Cuuntks.

Essex, .

Kent, .

Blgin, .

Norfolk,
Haldimeind,

Weiland,

Lincoln, .

Wentworth,
Halton,
Peel, .

York, .

Middlesex, .

Oxford,
Brant, .

Perth, .

Waterloo,
Wellington,
Lambton,
Huron, .

Bruce, .

Srey, .

Dufferin,
Simcoe,

mstric^^^ \ •
^'"'"^^'^ A^-thur's Landing.

Central Counties, North of Lake Ontario.

Counties. Chief Towns.

Ontario -'
^^^''•'^y' Oshawa, Uxbridge, Beaverton, Canning-

Durham, . . JJort Hope, Newcastle, Bowmanville, Millbrook.
Victoria, . . Lindsay, Omeia.ee,_BobcasgeonT
Northumberland, Coboufg^Brighton, Colborne.
Haliburton,* . IJiliden.

Peterborough, . Peterborough, Ashburnham, Hastings,
Prince Edward, , I'icton.

Hastings, . . Belleville, Trenton, Madoc, Stirling.

Napaneo, Bath, Newburgli.

Kingston, Portsmouth.

Lennox and
Addington,

Frontenac,

Eastern Counties, betTveen the Ottawa and
St. Lawrence Rivers.

Leeds, . . Brockville, Gananoque.
Lanark, . . I'erth, Smith's Falls, Carleton Place, Almonte.
Renfrew, . . Pembroke, Renfrew, Amprior.
Grenville, . . Prcscott. Merrickville, Kemptville.
Dundas, . . Morrisburg, Iroquois
Carleton, , . OtUiwa, New Edinburgh.
Stormont, . . Cornwall.
Russell, . . Kussell
Glengarry, . Alexandria, Lancaster.
Prescott, . . L'Orlgnal, Hawkesbury.

In the north and north-western parts of the province

are still vast tracts of unsurveyed lands, covered with

the primeval forests, where even the lumberman does

not penetrate. Railways are being extended, new roads

are being opened i;p, and settlements made every year,

so that before long these districts will probably be as

thickly peopled as the already-named counties.

The surface of Ontario is in general level, or gently

undulating, with only sufficient rise to form a watershed

* Haliburton is a provisional county only.

for the rivers flowing north or south. From the Niagara

River a ridge extends westward, at a short distance from

Lake Ontario, as far as Hamilton, then turns northward,

terminating in the Blue MounUiins, near CoUingwood on

the Georgian Bay, where it attains the highest elevation

in Ontario. A similar ridge separates the streams flowing

into Lake Ontario from those flowing into Lakes Simcoe

and Huron.. The north shores of Lakes Huron and

Superior are nagged and precipitous. The La Cloche

MounUiins are on the northern shore of Lake Huron.

The principal feature of Ontario is its great chain of

inland lakes, forming, with the River St. Lawrence, a

continuous water communication of over 3,000 miles.

Superior, .

Huton, with
Gforirian Bay,

St.^air, .

Erie. .

Ontario, . ,

Michigan, .

Utiyht above
Length. Breadth. Area. the vea.

420 miles. 160 miles. ."2,( 00 i-q. miles. 6.30 feet.

[•2t0 " 190 '• 24,000 " 5'S "

26 " 25 " .320 " 570 "
a-lU " 80 " 10.000 " ,5<i5 "
180 " 65 " 7,.300 " 2.3-.i "
320 " 80 " 25,000 " 578 "

These lakes now form the great highway of commerce

for Canada and the Western States of Amerioa, and the

St. Lawrence is the natural outlet.

The extent of cotmtry drained by the lakes, although

great, is small compared with their area, as no rivers of

importance flow into them. They occupy the hollow

between the watersheds from which the rivers flowing

into Hudson Bay and those of the United States to the

south flow ; in many cases these rise within a few miles

of the lakes, as in the case of the Illinois River, near

Lake Michigan.

Lake Snperini; is the largest body of fresh water on

the globe, and is remarkable for the extensive iron, cop-

per, and silver mines on its shores ; and for the Pictured

Rocks, a high range of cliffs of various colors, along its

southern coast. The River St. Louis flows into it at the

extreme west end, and the Nipigon River, the outlet of

Lake Nipigon, flows into it from the north. From Prince

Arthur's Landing a railroad has been constructed to

Manitoba. The St. Mary River connects Lake Superior

with Lake Huron, and near its outlet from the former

lake are the rapids of the Sault Ste. Marie, to avoid which

two canals have been made by the United States.

Jjake Huron is noted for its extensive fisheries, white

fish and salmon trout being chiefly taken ; for its valu-

able copper mines, the most important of which are the

Wellington mines ; and for its numerous islands, of

which the ManitouUn Islands are the principal. On the

east is Georgian Bay, separated from Lake Huron by a

peninsula, and terminating in Matcliedasch Bay, Notta-

wasaga Bay, and Owen Sound. The Nottuimsaga River

flows into the bay of the same name. Lake, Simcoe is

drained into Lake> ijoucinching, and thence into Georgian

Bay by the River Severn, and Lake Nipissing by Frerich



20 NORTH ASIERICA.

River. The rivers Rnugeen and Maiiland flow into Lake
Huron from the western peninsula. On the w«st coast of

the lake is a deep inlet called Satjiiiaic Bay. The princi-

pal towns on Lake Huron are Godench, Kincardine, and

Southampton, on the shore of the western peninsula

;

Oicen Sound, Meaford, CoUingicood, and Parry Sound on

Oeorgian Bay ; and Saginaic in Michigan. Lake Huron
flows into Lake St. Clair by the St. Clair River, at the

head of which is Sarnia.

Lake St. Clair is a small shallow lake with a rapid

current, and is dangerous for navigation. The liiver

Thames, rising in Perth County, flows past St. Mary''s,

London, and CJiatlinm into it on the south-east. T\iq De-

troit River connects Lake St. Clair with Lake Erie It is

etbout 30 miles long, and from one to two broad. Wind-

sor, Sandicich, and Amliersthurg are situated on it, and
opposite AVindsor is Detroit, on the L^nited States side

Lake Erie is remarkable for its sudden storms. It is

the most shallow of the great lakes, its mean depth being

less tlian 100 feet. It contains the Islands Long Point

and Pelee. The Grand River rises in the county of Wel-

lington, and flows past Elora, Gait, Paris, Braniford,

Caledonia, and Dunnville, into Lake Erie toward its north-

eastern extremity, after a course of iipwards of 100 miles.

The principal towns on Lake Erie are Port Stanley, Port

BurireU, Port Dover, and Port Colborne, on the Canadian

side ; and Buffalo, Dunkirk, Erie, Cleveland, Sandusky,

and Toledo, on the United States side. Lake Erie is con-

nected with Lake Ontario by the Niagara River, on
which are the celebrated Falls of Niagara, distant from
Lake Ontario about 14 miles. The river, at the outlet of

Lake Erie, is abotit three-quarters of a mile wide, and
flows with a rapid current. About a mile and a half

above the Falls are Grand and Navy Lslands. Below
these islands a series of fierce rapids begins, until, at the

Falls, the river descends about 160 feet. The Falls are

divided by a little island called Goat Island, the largest

volume of water being on the Canadian side, and form-

ing the "Horse-shoe Fall," so called from its semicircular

form. The mass of water which falls is enormous, and
produces a deafening roar The force of the current be-

low the Falls is so great that its depth cannot be sounded.

After flowing in a rapid and turbulent stream, between
loft}' precipices, it forms the Whirlpool, and then flows

with a smooth but rapid current towards Lake Ontario.

Lake Ontario is the smallest of the five great lakes,

but is the most important for Canadian trade. Burling-

ton Bay, on which Hamilton is built, is at the western

extremity'. On the north shore is the remarkable Penin-

sula ofPrince Edicard, nearly separated from the main-

land by the Bay of Quinte, which is noted" for its beauti-

ful scenery. The Trent, Moira, and Napa nee Rivers

flow into the Bay of Quinte. The principal Canadian
towns on Lake Ontario are Hamilton, Toronto, Port Hope,

I
Cohourg, and Ivingston; Belleville on the Bay of Quinte.

I

Rochester, Oswego, and Sackett's Harbor are on the United
States side.

Lake Michigan is entirely within the United States,

but is connected with Lake Huron by the Strait of Mack-
inaw

Besides these, there are : LMkes Simcoe, Mnskoka, Ros-
seau, and Joseph, connected with Lake Huron ; and a

chain of smaller lakes extending through Victoria, Peter-

borough, and other adjoining counties, and connected
with the Bay of Quinte by the River Trent ; Lakes Nipis-
sing, Temiscaming, and others, are farther north.

The St. Lawrencf- forms the outlet of the great chain
of inland lakes, and flows from Lake Ontario into the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, a distance of about 750 miles. At
the point where it issues from Lake Ontario it forms the

Lake of the "Thousand Islands," celebrated for the va-

riety, beauty, and picturesqueness of its scenery. Below
this, and extending as far as Montreal, are several long

and dangerous rapids, called the Galops, Long Sault,

Coteau, Cedars, Cascades, and Lachine.

Steamers and rafts pass down these in safety : vessels

can only return by means of canals on the banks of the

river. The St. Lawrence is navigable for large sea-going

ships up to Montreal. At Quebec the river is two miles

wide, and below that it gradually widens until it enters

the gulf. The St. Lawrence has three large lake ex-

pansions on its course

—

flakes St. Francis, St. Jjjuis, and
St. Peter—and receives, besides the Ottawa, all the rivers

in the Province of Quebec, as mentioned on pages 22-23.

The Ottawa takes its rise under that name in Lake
Temiscaming, and joins the ^t. Lawrence at the Island of

Montreal, after a course of 350 miles, or including the chief

feeder of Lake Temiscaming, of over 500 miles. It has

numerous lake expansions, the principal being the Allu-

mettes. Chats, Vhaudiere, and Tiro Mountains. TheChau-
diere Falls at Ottawa are very grand. The principal tribu-

taries of the Ottawa are the Petncahtceh , Bonnechere,

Madatmska, and Rideau on the south, and the DuMoine,
Gatineau, DuLievre, DuNord, and VAssomption on the

north bank. It forms the boundary between Ontario and

Quebec until near its mouth, and enters the St. Lawrence

by three branches, enclosing the Islands of Montreal,

Bizarre, and Jesus.

Ontario was but thinly settled up to 1794, when York,

now called Toronto, was founded. The whole population

of the Province was then only about 65,000. Since that

period, and especially within the last twenty years, it has

increased very rapidly, and is now the most important

province of the Dominion.

Agriculture and lumbering form the chief employ-

ments of the inhabitants. Large quantities of grain, prin-

cipally wheat and barley, also of lumber, square timber,

cattle, and dairy produce, are annually exported. The

#
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wheat, flour, and barley of Ontario are considered among
the best on the continent.

The mines of Ontario are very valuable, especially the

copper and silver mines of Lakes Huron and Superior,

although they have not hitherto been worked to any

great extent. Gold is also found, but not in great quan-

tity, in the vicinity of Madoc, county of Hastings. Valu-

able petroleum springs are numerous in the western

peninsula, at Oil Springs, Petrolia, Enniskillen, and

other places, and are giving employment to a large num-
ber of men. The fislieries on Lake Huron are extensive

and valuable.

Salt-wells have been discovered at Goderich, Seaforth,

and other places in the counties of Huron and Bruce, and

yield large quantities of the purest salt.

The Legislature of Ontario consists of a Lieutenant-

Governor with an Executive Council of 6 members,

and a Legislative Assembly of 88 members. The Lieu-

tenant-Governor is appointed by and holds oifice during

the pleasure of the Governor-General of Canada ; but

cannot be removed within five years of his appointment

without cause shown.

The Legislative Assembly is elected by the people,

and continues, u-nless dissolved by the Lieutenant-Gov-

ernor, for four years. There must be at least one session

of the Assembly every year.

The annual revenue is about 8,000,000 dollars.

There are nine cities in Ontario—Toronto, Hamilton,

Ottawa, Kingston, London, St. Catharines, Guelph, Brant-

ford, and Belleville.

Toronto (86,415), situated on Lake Ontario, was

founded in 1794 by General Simcoe, and then called

York. It is the largest city and the capital of Ontario,

and was one of the capitals, alternately with Quebec, of

United Canada before Ottawa was chosen. It is dis-

tinguished for the number and elegance of its piablic

buildings, among which are the University of Toronto,

Trinity College, Knox College, Osgoode Hall, McMaster
Hall, the Custom House, the Post Office, and the Nor-

mal School. It is the seat of the law courts, and the

centre of education for Ontario. It is entered by six

railways, possesses a fine harbor, and carries on a large

trade.

Ottawa

/

37.41 21. the capital of the Dominion of Canada,

is situated on the Ottawa River, just below the Chaudiijre

Falls. It contains the Parliament Buildings, erected at

a cost of upwards of 3,000,000 dollars, and is celebrated

for its beautiful situation. It is distant from Montreal

100 miles. The Rideau Canal connects it with Kingston,

and just below the city are the Rideau Falls. It is the

principal centre of the lumber trade, vast quantities of

timber being tloated down the Ottawa and its affluents.

Hamiitou (8'). 9011. situated at the head of Burlington

Bay, is tjie second city in Ontario in population and

commercial importance. It is well built, the principal

buildings being of stone, and has extensive waterworks.

Being at the head of navigation on Lake Ontario, it has

a large trade with the western peninsula.

Kingston (14,001), situated at the eastern extremity of

Lake Ontario, just above the Lake of the "Thousand
Islands," is one of the oldest cities in Ontario. It possesses

several forts, being the only fortified town in the upper
province. Its buildings are mostly of stone, which is

found in the neighborhood in great abundance. It has

two colleges, Queen's and Regiopolis, and carries on a

large shipping trade..

London (19,740), on the Thames, is the principal city

in the peninsula. It is situated in the midst of a popu-

lous and rich agricultural country. It has numerous
fine buildings, and is the seat of the Western University

and Ilellmuth Ladies' College.

St. Catharines (9,(581) is beautifully situated on the

Welland Canal, possesses mineral springs, and is a favor-

ite resort for invalids and an attractive summer resi-

dence.

Guelph (9,890) is the centre of a rich agricultural

country, and carries on important manufactures.

Brantford (9,016) is beautifully situated on the Grand
River.

Belleville (9,516), on the Bay of Quinte, at the mouth
of the Moira, ships a large quantity of grain, lumber, and
iron ore. It is the seat of Albert University and Albert

College.

St. Thomas (8,867) is an important railway centre.

Dundas (3,709) near Hamilton, and Gait (5,187) on the
Grand River, are important manufacturing towns.

Chatham (7,878) on the Thames; Peferborough (6,812)

and Lindsay (5,080) in the interior, carry on a large lum-
ber trade.

jCobour^ (4,957) and Port Rope (5,585) are important
towns.'on Lake Ontario, and export luipber and pro-

duce. Victoria University is situated in Cobourg.

Woodstock (5,373), Ingersoll (4,318,\ and Stratford

(8,239) in the western peninsula ; rtrth (2,467) on a

branch of the Rideau, and BrockciUe (7,609) on the St.

Lawrence, carry on a large local trade in grain and
lumber.

Niagara (1,441), the first capital of the old province of

Upper Canada, is at the mouth of the Niagara River, in

an extremely rich and fertile country, but is now of little

importance.

ColUngwood (4,445) on Georgian Bay; Goderich

(4,564) on Lake Huron; Port Stardey, Port Dover, and
Port Colhorne, on Lake Erie, derive their importance
from shipping.

:::arriia (3,874) on the St. Clair River, and Windsor
(6,561 \ on the Detroit River, are the western termini of

the Grand Trunk Railway main line.
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Area, 188,688 square mUfes ;
population, 1,359,027; pevsons to square

.' mile, 7.

The Province of Quebec, formerly Lower or Eastern

Canada, comijnses that portion of the Dominion which

extends along the St. Lawrence from the Ottawa River

to the Gulf of St Lawrence, and is bounded on the east

and south by New Brunswick and the United States.

It is divided into 20 judicial districts, and these are

again subdivided into 60 counties. To assist the memory,

these may be classed thus : Counties on the Ottawa

;

those on the north bank of the St. Lawrence ; those on

the south bank; and those lying inland between the

latter and the United States, usually called the Eastern

Townships.

Counties on the Ottawa.

Chief Places.

J
Bryson,

I
Portage clu Fort.

Aylnier. Hull,

j Lachute,

I St. Andrew?.
Two Moun- j Ste. Scholastique,

tains. ) St. Eustache.
Vaudreuil, Vaudreuil.
Soulanges, Coteau Landing.

Counties,

Pontiac,

Ottawa,

Argenteuil,

Coiintlea.

Jacques [

Cartier,
J

Hoche
la

Laval,

Chief Places.

I
Point

I
Claire, i

J Montreal.-'

f Islands
]Ste]los.,

-j Jesus and }-

Bizarre, I

Island
of,

Montreal,

St. Vin-
cent de-

j Paul.

Counties on the North Bank of the St. La-wrence.

Champlain,

Portneul,

( St. Jerome,
< Terrebonne,

Quebec,

J
Batiscan,

j Ste. Anne.
( Cap Sant6,

I
Portneuf.

j Charlesbofarg,

( Quebec.^
Montmorency, Chateau'Richer.

Charlevoix,
\ f:

P^ul'^ Bay,
'

I
Ste. Irenee.

j Three Rivers,^ Chicoutimi, Chicoutimi.
j Yamachiche. Spsuenav i

Ta.lousac,
baguenay,

-j j^i^^^gy -^^^^

Counties on the South Bank of the Et. Lawrence.

Terrebonne
( Ste. Therese.

L'Assomption, L'Assomption.

Montcalm, J
|te. Julienne

'
( Rawdun.
Joliette.

Berthier.
Riviere du Loup,

Joliette,

Berthier,
Maskinonge,

St. Maurice,

!3untingdon, Huntingdon.

rhatpaut'uav J ^^^ Marline,
Chaleauguay, - ohateauguay.

Napierville,
St. Remi.
St. John's.
Beauharnois.

J
La!)rairie,

/ Caug'nnawaga.

J
Chambly,

( Lonpaieuil.
Verch eres.

Sorel. St. Ours.
St. Kyacinthe, St. Hyacinthe.
Rouville, Ste. Marie.
Iberville, Ste. Athanase.
Bagot, St. Hugues.

Yamaska,

Kapierville,

St. John's,
Beauharnois,

Laprairie,

Chambly,

Vercheres,
Eichelieu,

I St. Francois,
, Yamaska,
( La Baie.

Nicolet,

Lotbiniere,

Levis,

Dorchester,

Bellechasse,
Montmagny

L'IsIet,

Kamouraska,

Temiscouata,

Rimouski,

Gaspe,

Bonaventure,

j Becancour,
'( Nicolet.

J Lotbiniere,

( St. Croix,
Point L6yis.

J Ste. Hei/edine,

( St. Ans^imc.
St. Miciel.
St. Th(/mas.

( St. Jean, Port
J Job.

( L' Islet.

Kamouraska.
He Verte,
Riviere du Loup,
Cacouna.
Rimoufki.

( Perce,

I
Gaspe 0%.
New CarlisBBF

Eastern Townships.

Missisquoi,

Brome,
Shefford,
Drummond,
Arthabaska,

Ivlegantic,

J Frelighsburg,

1 Bedford.
ICnowlton.
Waterloo.
Drummoiidvillo
St. Chriftophe.

j Leeds Village,
'j Inverness,

Beauce,

Wolfe,

Bichmond,

Compton,

Stanstead,

j St. Franfois,

I
La Beauie.
Dudswell. \

j Sherbrooke.-jJ

I
Riohniond. ''

j Coukshire,
( Compton. ,

J
Stanstead, \

( Coaticook. ^

The Island of Bonaventure, to the east of Gasp», is

an important fishing station. The Mmjdalen Idiuuh, situ-

ated in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 50 miles north of

Prince Edward Island, are high and rugged, but impor-

tant for the fisheries which are carried on by the inhabi-

tants, who are of French descent, and number about

3,200. Anticosti is a barren and almost uninhabited

island. The principal islands, besides these, are in the St.

Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers. The Isltind of Montreal, on

which the city is built, and the islands Bizarre and Jesus,

adjoining it, the Island of Orleans, just below Quebec, and
Isle aiix Coiuh-es, Hare and Bk Islands, and a few others

lower down, are in the St. Lawrence ; and the islands

Calumet and Allumette in the Ottawa.

The surface of Quebec is much more mountainous

than that of Ontario ; the rivers also are larger, and the

lakes numerous but small.

The Notre Damo Mountains, a continuation of the

White Mountains of ITew Hampshire, extend (under

various names, as the Shickshock and Ste. Anne Moun-
tains) to the extremity of Gaspe, where they form an

elevated table-land 1,500 feet high. Their principal

summits are Mount Logan and Mount Murray, nearly

4,000 feet high. In the more southern part of the

range, in the eastern townships, they are capable of

cultivation to their summits, and are generally low

and rolling. The Laurentide Hills are a rugged range of

hills skirting the north bank of the St. Lawrence in the

lower part of its course, and extending from Labrador to

near Quebec, where they leave the river, but still keep

nearly parallel with it, vtntil about 30 miles west of Mon-
treal, when, skirting the Ottawa for about 100 miles, they

cross it and curve round to near Kingston. From there

the range again extends north-westward to the shores of

Lakes Huron and Superior. Their average height is

about 1,300 feet, but some of their summits below the

city of Quebec rise to nearly 3,000 feet. They are re-

markable for the numerous small lakes which they en-

close, many of which are yet unexplored, although up-

wards of 1 ,000 are already laid down on the maps. The

hills are generally covered to their siimmits with dense

forests of pine.

The p"'incir>al rivers are on the north side of the St.

Lawrence.

The St. Maurice rises in a number of small lakes near

the boundar}^ of the North-East Territory, and falls into

the St. Lawrence at Three Rivers. It is over 400 miles

in length. Twenty-four miles above Three Rivers, is the

Fall of Shawenegau, 150 feet high.

The Saguenay rises in Lake St. John, issuing in two

streams, which unite after a few miles. It flows into the

St. Lawrence at Tadousac, after a course of 100 miles,

or including under the same name the chief feeder of

Lake St. John, of over 300 miles. It is of (jreat dept
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is the area of Quebec? Population ? How many persons are

there to a square mile? What is the capital of Quebec? How is

Quebec bounded? How is it divided? Name the counties and their

chief places. How is each county bounded ? How are they classed ?

What islands belong to Quebec? Describe them. Where are they

situated? Describe the surface of Quebec. Describe the mountains.

Trace them on the map. Describe the course of the St Maurice River.

Trace it on the map. Describe the course of the Saguenay. Trace it

on the map. Name the other principal rivers. Trace them on the map.

Where do they rise ? Name the principal lakes. Where are they

situated? Describe the climate and soil of Quebec. Minerals. From

what does Quebec derive its importance? What is said of the St

Lawrence? Of the fisheries? Of lumbering? How is Quebec

governed? Who appoints the Lieutenant-Governor? Who appoints

the Legislative Council? Who elect the Legislative Assembly? What

is the revenue? Describe the principal towns. Point them out on the

map, and state where they are situated. Describe the Victoria Bridge.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

Which counties adjoin New Brunswick ? Which adjoin the United

States? Which is the most easterly point of Quebec? What large bay

IS between the eastern part of Quebec and New Brunswick ? What

islands are in St Lawrence River below Quebec? WTiich of the United

States does Quebec adjoin ? What lake is in the south of Quebec mostly

in the United States? What lake expansion of the St Lawrence is

between Montreal and Quebec? What rivers flow into the St Lawrence

below Quebec? Above Quebec? N?aie the principal cities and towns

on St Lawrence River? In what direction fr .m Montreal is Sherbrooke?

St Hyacinthe? Stanstead? Quebec? Sorel ? Three Rivers? Ottawa?

In what direction from Quebec is Caconna? Batiscon ? Tadoussac?

Gasp^ ? Rimouski ? What mountains are in the east of Quebec ?

Name the principal lakes of Quebec ? Where does the Richelieu river

rise ? What islands are at the mouth of the Ottawa River? On what

island is Montreal built ? WT^At river flows into the St Lawrence at

Quebec ?

#
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1^

and is famous for its beautiful scenery, stupendous cliffs

forming the banks in some places. It is 2^ miles wide

at its mouth. About OU miles from its mouth is Ha-Ha

Bay, celebrated for its scenery.

Besides these, also on the north bank, are the Bntis-

ca?i, entering the St. Lawrence at Batiscan, Jacques €'((/•-

tie)', S(e. An/ic, and. Monti/iorency, the latter,which enters

the St. Lawrence a little below Quebec, being celebrated

for the beautiful falls at its mouth, 250 feet high, and

for the natural steps on its rocky banks. On the south

side are the Richelieu, draining the beautiful Lake Cham-

plain, and entering Lake St. Peter at Sorel ; the ISt.

Francis, Chuudiere, in which gold has been discovered,

Chuteatiguiiy, YiunKsbi, and Becuncour.

The principal lakes are St. John, the source of the

Saguenay, Temiscouata, Megantic, and Memphreinacjoy.

The northern part of Luke Champkd)i is also in the

province of Quebec.

Owing to the severity of the climate, the north bank

of the St. Lawrence below the Saguenay is almost in-

capable of cultivation, but the south bank is better settled

and more cultivated. Copper is found extensively in the

eastern townships, and gold has been discovered to some

extent on the Chaudiere and in other places.

Quebec derives its chief importance from its commer-

cial position, its lumber trade, and its fisheries. As the

rapids on the St Lawrence obstruct navigation for large

sea-going vessels beyond Montreal, the latter has become

the commercial emporium for the west. The fisheries of

the St. Lawrence are very valuable, consisting chiefly of

cod, mackerel, herring, salmon, and seals. Lumbering
is carried on extensively along the shores of all the rivers

;

the timber being floated down the Ottawa and St. Law-
rence in rafts to Quebec, whence it is shipped.

The Legislature of Quebec consists of a Lieutenant-

Governor and two houses, the Legislative Council and the

Legislative Assembly. The Lieutenant-Governor is ap-

pointed by the Governor-General of Canada, and is

assisted by an Executive Council of 7 members. The
Legislative Council is composed of 24 members, appointed

by the Lieutenant-Governor for life. The Legislative As-

sembly is composed of 65 members, and is elected by the

people for the term of four years, if not sooner dissolved

by the Lieutenant-Governor.

The annual revenue is about 2,000,000 dollars.

The province of Quebec contains the following cities

:

Quebec, Montreal, HuU, St. Hyacintlie, SJterhroolcey and
Three Bivers.

Quebec (62,446), the oldest city in Canada, and the

capital of the province of Quebec, stands on a high prom-
ontory formed by the junction of the St. Charles with

the St. Lawrence. It is the best fortified city in North

America, and is famed for its picturesque appearance,

d for the beaiitiful scenery in the neighborhood. Near

the city are the Plains of Abraham, memorable as the

scene of a celebrated battle between the English and
French, and for the death of both commanders, Wolte
and Blontcalm. The St. Lawrence is here two miles Avide,

and navigable for ships of the greatest draught. Quebec
derives its importance from its shipping, ship-building,

and timber trade

Montreal (140,747), the largest and most important city

in Canada, is situated on an island of the same name at

the junction of the Ottawa with the St. Lawrence. It is

beautifully situated at the foot of a hill called the " Moun-
tain," from which the city took its name, Mont Real, or

Royal Mountain. It is noted for its numerous large build-

ings, mostly of stone ; and it possesses a magnificent quay,

extending more than three miles along the river. It has a

university and several colleges, many beautiful churches,

and other public buildings.

Near Montreal is the famous Victoria Bridge, the

largest iron tubular bridge in the world, erected on
twenty-four piers, and nearly two miles in length. It is

60 feet high in the centre, and steamboats and other ves-

sels pass freely under it. It crosses the St. Lawrence on

the line of the Grand Trunk Railway, overcoming the

difficulties of the ice in winter, and forming unbroken
communication between the east and west.

Hull (0,890) is situated on the Ottawa, opposite the

city of Ottawa, with which it is connected by a suspen-

sion bridge. Its principal trade is in lumber.

St. Hyacinthe (5,321), on the Yamaska, has a Roman
Catholic cathedral and college

Sherbxooke (7,227)f at the confluence of the Magog and
St. Francis Rivers, is the seat of extensive manufactures.

Three Rivers (9,290), so called from the St. Maurice,

which here joins the St. Lawrence by three mouths, is

one of the oldest cities in Canada, and carries on exten-

sive iron manufactures and a large lumber trade.

Levis (7,597) is on the St. Lawrence, opposite Quebec
Sorel (5,791), Coteau du Lac, and Stanstead are important

towns with local trade ; St. Johris, or St. Jean (4,ol4), and
Valleyfleld. (8,906) are rising towns ; Bimoitski (1,417)

carries on a large shipping and lumber trade ; Canr/hna-

waga and St. Begis are Indian villages. Ljauz/in (8,556),

Nicolet (3,764), and Coaticook (2,682) are also rising towns.

NZ3W BRUNSWICK.
Area, 27,174 square miles; population, 321.23-3; perRon.s to square

mile, 12 ; greatest extent from nortii to south, 210 miles ; and from
east to west, 190 miles.

The province of New Brunswick is bounded on the

north by Quebec and the Bay of Chaleur ; on the west

by the same province and the United States ; on the

south by the Bav of Fundy ; and on the east by the

Gulf of St. Lawrence, Northumberland Strait, and Nova
Scotia, with which it is connected bv the Isthmus of
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Chignecto, 14 miles wide. It is divided into 15 connties,

which, with their chief towns, are •

Counties on the Bay of Fundy.

Counties.

Charlotte,

St. John,

King s,

Queen's,

Carleton,

C/iief Plaas.

J
St. Andrew's,

( St. Stephen.
1 St. John,
1 Carleton.

Counties.

Albert,

Counties in the Interior.

: Hampton,
|

Sunbury,
Kingston, York,

[
Sussex.
Gagetown.

|

Chief Places.

j Hopewell,

) HillKboro'.

Oromocto,

J
Fretlericton,"

I Stanley.

Counties in the West.

Woodstock.
I

Victoria, Grand Falls.

Counties on the Gulf of St. Lawrence

C
Dorchester,

Westmoreland, \ ^^hTchac!'

[ Sackville.

Kent, j Richibucto,

I
Buctoache.

( Newcastle,
Northumberland, -; Chatham,

( Douglastown.

_ .. . ( Dalhousie,
RestigoBche, J

CampbeUtown.

Counties in the North.

Madawaska,

Gloucester,

( Edmund ^ton or

1 Little Falls.

Bathurst.

The surface of New Brunswick is generally undulating,

rather than hilly, and covered with vast forests. There

are some hills in the northern counties, also north of St.

John, and along the Bay of Fundy ; but they nowhere

rise to any great height. The rivers, with their lake ex-

pansions, are numerous, and some of them navigable for

vessels of considerable size.
^

The St. John River has its sources in the Province of

Quebec and the State of Maine, and after a circuitous

course of 450 miles enters the Bay of Fundy at St. John.

It is celebrated for its beautiful scenery, and is navigable

up to Fredericton, 85 miles, for vessels of considerable

size, and to Woodstock and Grand Falls for smaller ves-

sels. It receives on the left bank the waters of Lake

Tetniscouat/i, in Quebec, the Tobiqm, Salmon Fiver, ex-

panding into Grand Lake, Washedemoak, and Kennehe-

cads, and on the right bank the Aroostook and Oromocto.

The Restigouche forms part of the northern boundary

between New Brunswick and Quebec, and after a course

of 200 miles falls into the Bay of Chaleur, flowing past

CampbeUtown and Dalhousie.

The Miramichi, 220 miles long, flows past Newcastle,

Douglastown, and Chatham, near its mouth, into Mira-

michi Bay. The Petitcodiac, 100 miles long, flows into

Shepody Bay ; Moncton is situated at the bend of the

river. The St. Croiv, rising in Grand Lake, and flow-

ing into the Bay of Fundy, 125 miles long, forms part of

the boundary between New Brunswick and the United

States.

The coast line of New Brunswick is deeply indented

with a great number of fine bays and harbors, but has

few islands.

The Principal Bays are

:

Bay oj Chaleur, so called from
the heat experienced there by the
first discoverers ; Miramichi Bay,
Richibucto Harbor, Buctouche
Harbor, Shediac Bay, and Bay

Verte, on the north-east coast

;

Shepody Bay, C/iirinecto Bay, St.

John Harbor, and Pasxamaquod-
dy Bay, on the Bay of Fundy.

The Bay of Fundy is an arm of the sea extending into

the land between New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, an,d

terminated by two smaller bays, Chignecto and Minas

Basin. Its length, to the head of Chignecto Bay, is 140

miles, and its greatest breadth 45 miles. It is remark-

able for the rapid rise of its tides (caused by the current

of the Gulf Stream), varying from 30 feet at St. John
to 60 feet at the head of Chignecto Bay, into which it

rushes with great rapidity At Bay Verte, in the Gulf of

St Lawrence, distant only 14 miles, the rise is not more

than four or five feet.

The Principal Capes are

:

Point 3fiscru, Escuminac, Rich- I Cape Spencer and Point Lnpreau,
ibucto Head, Shediac Point. Cape on the south.

Tormentine, on the north-east
; |

The Principal Islands are :

JHscou and Shippegan, at the Passamaquoddy Bay : and Grand
north-east extremity : Portage, in Manan Island, at the mouth of

Miramichi Bay ; Campobello, in the Bay of Fundy.

The climate of New Brunswick resembles that of the

more southern parts of Quebec. The influence of the

Gulf Stream in the Bay of Fundy renders it milder on

the southern coast ; but, during the summer, fogs prevail

on the coast, which do not, however, extend inland.

The soil is productive and well cultivated, especially

along the courses of the rivers.

The chief source of the wealth of New Brunswick con-

sists in its valuable forests, lumbering being carried on

very extensively. The value of the forest products

exported annually amounts to over 3,000,000 dollars.

The lumber consists chiefly of spruce and pine, and tim-

ber for ship-building. Most of the spruce is sawn into

deals, affording employment to a large number of men.

Ship-building is also an important branch of indu.stry,

and is carried on chiefly at St. John and Miramichi. The

number of vessels built annually amounts to more than

100, valued at 2,000,000 dollars, most of them being

large sea-going vessels.

New Brunswick also contains valuable mines of coal,

iron, gypsum, and building stone. The most extensive

coal mines are in Albert County.

The fisheries of New Brunswick are also very valuable,

producing over 2,000,000 dollars annually.

There are several lines of railway in New Brunswick

—

the Intercolonial, connecting Sf John with Nova Scotia

and Quebec, and traversing the northern and east





EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

How is New Brunswick separated from Nova Scotia? From Prince

Edward Island 1 FroHi the United States ? Between what parallels of

latitude and longitude is it situated ? What counties adjoin Quebec ?

The United States? Name in order the principal gulfs and bays from

Campbellton to St Andrews. ITje capes from Dalhousie. The principal

islands in the Bay of Fundy and mouth of the Bay of Chaleur. In what

direction from St John is Fredericton? Shediac? St Andrews? St Stephen?

In what direction from Fredericton is Woodstock ? In what direction from

Shediac is Richibucto? Chatham? Campbellton' In what direction

from Chatham is Fredericton ? Bathurst? Dalhousie?

EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is thearea of New Biunswlck? Population? How many persons

are there to a square mile ? What is its extent ? Capital ? How is New
Brunswick bounded ? How is it divided ? Name the counties and their

chief towns. How is each county bounded ? Where are the chief towns

situated? Describe the surface of New Brunswick. What is said of the

hills ? Of the rivers ? Describe the course of the St John River. What
towns does it flow past ? Describe the course of the Restigouche. What
towns does it flow past ? Describe the courses of the other principal rivers.

What towns do they flow past ? Describe the coast-line of New Hiunswick.

Name the principal bays. Where are they situated ? Describe the Bay of

Fundy. For what is it remarkable? Name the principal capes. Where

are they situated ? Describe the climate of New Brunswick. What is the

chief source of the wealth of New Brunswick ? What is said of the mines?

Of the fisheries? Of the railways ? Name the railways of the Province and

their branches. Whit is said of imports, exports, revenue, &c. ? What is

the form of government ? What is said of education ? Name th^

of universities or colleges. What historical facts are stated

Brunswick ? Describe the chief towns.



NORTH AMERICA. 25

parts of the- province ; tlie European and North Amer-

ican, connecting St. John witli the United States on the

south ; and the New Brunswick and Canada Railway

from St. Andrew's to Woodstock, thence to connect with

Riviere du Loup in Quebec ; these, with various

branches, form a complete system of railway commu-
nication.

The annual -mpo is exceed 10,000,000 dollars, and ex-

ports 6,000,000 dollars. The revenue amounts to about

570,000 dollars annually. The form of government of

New Brunswick is the same as tliat of Quebec. The

Legislative Council consists of 17 members, appointed by

the Crown, and the Legislative Assembly of 41 members,

chosen by the people. The Lieutenant-Governor is

assisted by an Executive Council of 8 members. Educa-

tion is lender the control of the Government, and is

liberally supported. There is a university at Frederic-

ton.

New Brunswick formerly belonged to France, forming,

with Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island, the colony

of Acadia. It was ceded to Britain by the treaties of

1713 and 1763, and formed into a separate province in

1784. It has of late progressed rapidly, especially in the

northern and north-eastern counties, which but a few

years ago were uninhabited except by Indians. These

counties have been devastated by fires in the woods, the

most destructive occurring in 1825, when IGO persons

were burned to death, and 1,000,000 dollars in property

destroyed. The Indians of New Brunswick are not

numerous. They belong to the tribe of the Micmacs.

St. John (26,127, or, including Carleton and Portland,

41,343), situated near the mouth of the St. John River,

with Carleton on the opposite side of the river, possesses

a fine harbor, accessible to vessels of the largest size at all

seasons of the year. The city is well built, and contains

many fine public edifices. The St. John River here con-

tracts and forms the Narrows, through which the tide

flows with great violence and danger to vessels. A sus-

pension bridge crosses the river at this point, connecting

Carleton with St. John The principal lumber and ship-

building trades are carried on here.

Fredericton (6,218), situated on the St. John River,

about 85 miles from St. John, is the capital. It is

encircled by hills, rendering its situation very pictur-

esque. It contains the Government buildings and the

University of New Brunswick.

Chatham, or Miramichi (2,500), Newcastle (2,000), and
M<)ii:t<i:i (5,032) are important for ship-building ; Rkld-
bacto and ShecUic for the fisheries; and St. Andreirs and
St. Stephen, each about 2,000 in population, for trade

with the United States Woodstock (2,487) and Gafje-

toirn, on the St. John River, and Bathurst, Dalhousie,

ami Qiimphelltoicn, on the Bay of Chaleur, are towns of

mportance.

NOVA SCOTIA.

Area, 20,907 square miles ; population, 440.572 : persons to a square

mile, 20 : greatest extent from north-east to south-west, including

Cape Breton, 350 miles : and greatest breadth, 120 miles.

The Province of Nova Scotia comprises the peninsula

of Nova Scotia proper and the adjoining island of Cape

Breton. It is bounded on the north by the Gulf of St

Lawrence ; on the west by New Brunswick and the Bay

of Fundy ; and on the south and east by the Atlantic

Ocean.

It is divided into fourteen counties, wliich, with their

chief towns, are;

Counties on the East Coast.

Ontnties. Chief Totcns. Counties. Chief Towns.
Shelbume, Shelburne. • ^. ^ Halifax, Halifax.
Queen's, Liverpool.^' Guj'sborough, Quysborough.
Lunenburg, Lunenburg. -^

Counties on the West.

Yarmouth,
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and Shij'* Hnrhor LnJces, in Halifax County. Smaller

lakes are numerous, and generally occur in chains, con-

nected by small rivers. The Brds d''Or Lake so called,

may be more properly termed an arm of the sea.

The Principal Rivers in Nova Scotia are :

St Mary'/!, 3fusguodoboH, La ' the ShubenacacUe, into Cobequid
Have, and Liverpool, flowing into Bay ; and the East, iftildle, and
the Atlantic ; the ^l""fyjoto, flow- We)it Rivers, into Pictou Karbor.
ing between the North and South Besides these there are numerous
Mountains, into Annapolis Basin ; small streams in Nova Scotia pro-

the Avon,inlo the basin of Minas , i
per and in Cape Breton.

The coast-line of Nova Scotia as well as that of Cape

Breton, is much broken, and deeply indented with

numerous bays and harbors, except on the side of the

Bay of Fundy, where it is more compact, and possesses

few harbors

The Principal Bays, Harbors, and Straits are \

Baij Verte, Tatmagouche, and Mary's Bay on the south-west

;

iS^. &«o?'^€'« Bays, in Northumber- Annapolis Basin, ilinas Channel
land Strait; Chedahucto Bay, at e^xA. Basin, and Cobequid Bay, on
the entrance of the Gnt of Canso, the west ; and Bay of Fundy (see

a naiTow strait separating Nova page 24 1. The chief inletsin Cape
Scotia from Cape Breton; Halifax Breton are Aspy Bay, St. Anne's
Harbor, Margaret's and Mahone Bay, Sydney Harbor, Mite Bay,
Bays, on the south-east coast; St. and St. Peter^s Bay.

The islands of Nova Scotia besides Cape Breton, are

Cai'ihon and Ptdou Islands, in Northumberland Strait

;

St. Paul, Scatari, and Isle Madame, off the coast of Cape

Breton ; Sable Island, a dangerous, sandy shoal, 180 miles

east of Halifax, on which is an effective humane relief

establishment, provided by the Provincial Government
for the succor of shipwrecked sailors ; Cape Sable, Seal,

and JSIud Islands, in the soitth; Long Island, at the

mouth of St. Clary's Ba^'.

In the «outh of St. Peter's Bay is Isle Madame, with

Arkiiai Harbor, important to fishermen in stormy

weather.

The Principal Capes are :

Mula'jnsli, John. St. George, on St. Mary, Split, Chignecto, and
the north coast : Porcupine, Caji- Blomidon. on the west.

BO, S'ambro Head. Peniutnl Point, In Cape Breton are St. Laic-
Crown Point. anA La Have, onthe 7'ence. Xorth, Egmont, 3Iurgaiti,

eouth-east ; Sable, on the south
, ;

and Breton.

Many of these capes form rugged promontories, rising

.

to the height of 500 feet. ' The whole of the coast, es-

pecially on the Atlantic side, is bold and rocky, and

lined with dangerous reefs.

The climate of Nova Scotia is milder than that of the

neighboring provinces, owing to its being nearly sur-

rounded by water, and to the influence of the Gulf

Stream. The harbors on the Atlantic are seldom closed

by ice in winter.

The soil in the valleys and on the mountain slopes is

rich and productive, but towards the Atlantic coast it is

rocky and less fertile. Oats, potatoes, and hay are the

principal agricultural products ; apples grow abundantly

in the west ; and tliere also cattle are extensively reared.

Nova Scotia is the most important of the eastern

provinces of the Dominion for the extent and variety of

its mineral productions. Gold, iron, coal, and gypsum
are found to a greater extent than in any of the other

provinces. It also contains copper and building-stone to

a large extent. The quantity of coal, gypsum, etc., an-

nually exported, in addition to what is retained for home
consumption, is valued at 1,000,000 dollars ; the total

quantity of coal annually raised is about 600,000 tons.

The principal coal mines are in Cape Breton Island and
Pictou County. Iron and coal are found in the Cobequid

Mountains, and in Annapolis and Pictou Counties the

former is largely mined. Gold is found along most of

the Atlantic coast, but is worked chiefly in Guysborough,
Halifax, and Lunenburg Counties.

Nova Scotia has also the most extensive fisheries of

all the provinces of the Dominion. The principal are

the cod, mackerel, and salmon fisheries. The exports of

fish are chiefly to the West Indies and the Southern

States of America, and amount to over 6,500,000 dollars,

affording employment to about 19,000 men.

There are two lines of railway in Nova Scotia : the

Intercolonial, from Halifax to New Brunswick, with a

branch from Truro to Pictou ; the other from Halifax to

Yarmouth. A railway is also in course of construction

between Sydney and Louisburg, in Cape Breton.

The annual imports of Nova Scotia are about 12,000,

000 dollars, and the exports 8,000,000 dollars ; revenue,

750,000 dollars. The form of government is the same as

in the other provinces. The Legislative Council consists

of 18 members, appointed by the Crown, and the Legis-

lative Assembly of 38 members, elected by the j^eople.

The Lieutenant-Governor is assisted by an Executive

Council of 9 members.

Education receives a large share of public interest,

and is efliciently supported by government grants. There

are five colleges.

Nova Scotia was first settled by the French, but has

changed ownership repeatedly, having been taken four

different times by the British, and as often relinquished,

until France, in 1713, renounced all claim to the country.

The French, however, still retained the Island of Cape

Breton, with the fortified town of Louisburg, which was

not taken by the English till 1758. The island was

finally ceded to Great Britain in 1763. Nova Scotia,

Cape Breton, Prince Edward Island, and New Bruns-

wick then formed the colony of Acadia, and it was not

till 1784 that they were created separate colonies. In

1819 Cape Breton was reunited to Nova Scotia.

Halifax (30,05-1), the capital, is situated on the west

side of a deep and capacious harbor, formerly called

Chebucto Bay. It was founded by Lord Cornwallis in

1749, when some 4,000 colonists were sent out from

Britain. It is built on the side of a steep hill, crowned,

by the citadel, and is, next to Quebec, the most stjsti»^lH





EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
How is Nova Scotia separated from Cape Breton ? From New Bruns-

wick? From Prince Edward Island? What large bays are on the north-east

of Nova Scotia? What bay is on the south-west? Name the principal har-

tours on the Atlantic coast. What bays are at the head of the Bay of Fundy ?

What county adjoins New Brunswick? What islands lie to the north-east of

Cape Breton ? What gulf are they in ? Between what meridians is Nova
Scotia, including Cape Breton, situated ? Between what parallels oflatitude?

In what direction from Halifax is Pictou? Annapolis? Yarmouth? Wind-
sor? Sydney, C.B. ? In what direction from Annajjolis is Liverpool?

Truro? Stjohn, N.B. ? In what direction from Truro is Amherst? Anti-
gonish ? Where is Arichat situated ? Where is Louisburg situated ? What
rivers flow into the Atlantic? What island is in the Bay of Fundy? How
is Prince Edward Island separated from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick?
In what gulf is it situated ? What islands lie to the north-east ? What are
the extreme north and east points called ? What island lies to the east ? How
is Charlottetown situated ? In what direction from Cbarlottetown is George-
town ? Summerside? Souris? Shediac, N.B. ? Pictou, N.S.?

EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
^^^lat is the area of Nova Scotia ? Population ? How many persons are

there to a square mile? What does Nova Scotia comprise? How is it bounded?
How is it divided? Name the counties and their chief towns. How is each
county bounded ? Describe the surface of Nova Scotia. Describe the chains
nf hills. Trace them on the map. What is the general slope of the country ?

Describe Cape Breton. What is said of the coasc-line ? Of the Bras d'Or
Lake? Name the principal lakes of Nova Scotia. Where are they situated ?

Name the principal rivers. Name the principal bays, &c. Where are they
situated ? Name the principal islands. Where are they situated ? What is

said of the Isle Madame? Name the principal capes. Where are they situ-

ated? What is said of some of them? Describe the climate of Nova Scotia.

The soil. The products. For what is Nova Scotia important? What

minerals does it cont.Tin? Where are they chiefly found? What is said of

the fisheries? Of the railways ? What financial statistics are given ; What
is the form of government? What historical facts are given ? Describe the

chief towns. Point them out on the map, and state where they are situated?

What is the area of Prince Edward Island ? Population ? Extent ? Capital ?

How is Prince Edward Island situated ? How is it divided ? Point out the

principal capes. State where they are situated. Name the principal bays

and harbours. Describe the climate and soil. The products. What is said

of the soil? Of shipbuilding? Of the fisheries ? Of the telegraph ? Of the

mails in winter? Of the railways? What financial statistics are gin^H
Describe the form of government. What is said of education ? Of the political

"

history of the island ? Describe the chief towns. State where they are situated.

?
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fortified city in the Dominion. It contains many fine

edifices—tlie Parliament and other pnV)lic buildings,

churches, etc. It has also Her Majesty's Dockyard, and

is tho naval station for the North American and West

Indian fleets --the Admiral generally residing here dur-

ing the summer. It has an extensive shipping trade.

Pic ton (3,403) and the adjacent town New Glasgow

(5?,?i9o) derive their importance from the extensive coal

mines in the neighborhood. During the season of navi-

gation their harbors are crowded with shipping. Pictou

has steam communication with Quebec.

SydiiD^r, O. B. (5,484), is also important as the centre of

extensive coal mines, from which coal is largely exported.

Yarmouth (4,200), Liveipool (2,900), and Iiuneaburg

(3,000) have a large amount of shipping, and are exten-

sively engaged in the fisheries. Wiiidnor (3,000} exports

large quantities of gypsum, and is the seat of the princi-

pal college. Annapolis, formerly Port Royal, was, under

the French, the principal city in Nova Scotia, and was

the scene of several conflicts. Truro (3,4G1), /hnherst,

Aniif;onis!i, and Puf/jnish are important towns. At Truro

the Provincial Normal School has its site.

PRINCE BDWARD ISLAND.
Area, 2. 133 square miles

;
population, 108,891 ; persons to square

mile, 50 ; greatert extent I'rum east to west, 13U miles ; and from

north to south, :ii miles.

Prince Edward Island is situated in the Gulf of St.

Lawrence, to the north of Nova Scotia, and between New
Brunswick and Cape Breton. It is separated from New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia by Northumberland Strait,

which is loO miles long, and from \) to 30 miles wide.

It is divided into three counties—iiT^/yV, Quecn^s, and

Pri'iicc\?, which are subdivided into 07 lots or townships.

The surface of Prince Edward Island is gently undu-

lating, except in certain central districts, which may be

considered hilly ; the whole presenting a charming r.gri-

cultural aspect of hill and dale.

Its northern outline resembles a crescent, the two

horns being called Nortli and Enst Capes. The island is

deeply indented with bays, the largest of which, Ilills-

borouf/h on the south, and Richmond on the north, nearly

divide it into three parts. It has also numerous harbors,

the principal of which are CharlotWtoicn, Geon/etoirn,

Bddeque, Egnionf, Cascumpec, and Souris.

The climate is temperate and healthy, and the soil

remarkably fertile, and favorable for agriculture.

Prince Edward Island has more land under cultivation,

in proportion to its size, than any of the other provinces.

Potatoes, oats, and barley are the staple productions, and
are largely exported.

The lots or townships were originally granted by the

British Government to certain proprietors, nearly 100 in•er, on certain conditions, which have never been

fulfilled, thus originating a "land question," which,

however, has now been settled by a Government com-

mission. The fertility of the soil has induced a large

population to make the island their permanent home,

and it is already the most densely peopled of the British

North American provinces. Ship-building is carried on

largely ; and the fisheries in the gulf give employment

to a large number of men.

A submarine telegraph connects the island with New
Brunswick, crossing the narrowest part of Northumber-

land Strait, between Capes Tormentine and Traverse, a

distance of 9 miles. In winter the mails are carried over

between the same points in boats fitted for the ice or

water. Navigation is wholly obstructed from the end of

December to the beginning of April.

A railway connects Charlottetown, the capital, with

Summerside, Cascumpec, and Tignish on the west, and

with Georgetown and Souris on the east.

The import.s of Prince Edward Island amount to about

2,500,000 dollars, and the exports to rather less. The

public debt is 250,000 dollars, and the revenue about

150,000 dollars. Since 1851 the population has increased

50,000, being nearly double what it was at that time. The

form of government is similar to that of the other colo-

nies, consisting of a Lieutenant-Governor, an Executive

Council of 9 members, an elective Legislative Council of

13 members, and a Legislative Assembly of 30 members.

Education is very liberally supported, and is directly

under control of the Government.

Princo Edward Island formerly belonged to France,

but was ceded to Britain in 1763, after the capture of

Louisburg and Cape Breton. It was called St. John's

Island till the beginning of the present century. It was

formed into a separate province in 1770, and was admitted

into the Dominion of Canada in 1S73.

Charlottetown (10,807), the capital, is situated on the

north side of a large, safe, and commodious harbor,

formed by the junction near the city of the East, North,

and West Rivers. The city is 3 miles from the entrance

of the harbor, and is built on gently rising ground, with

very wide streets. The Provincial buildings, churches,

and colleges are the principal edifices. It carries on the

principal trade of the island, and is largely engaged in

ship-building. It is also the county town of Queen's

County.

Georgetown (1,100), the county town of King's County,

al)out 30 miles east of Charlottetown, is an important

place, with a fine harbor. Suminerside (2,853), in Prince's

County, about 40 miles west of Charlottetown, on the

north side of Bedeque Harbor, is a rapidly rising town,

with much ship-building and important trade with New
Brunswick. Princetown , on Richmond Bay, is the county

town of Prince's County. Many thriving villages are

springing up all over the island.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA.
Area, 341,305 square miles : population, about 50.000 ; greatest extent

from north to south, 760 miles ; and from east to west, including

Vancouver Island, 570 miles.

Vancouveb Island, greatest length, 275 miles ; greatest breadth, 90

miles.

British Columbia is the most western province of the

Dominion, and consists of Vancouver Island, and the

mainland, or British Columbia proper, which were for-

merly two separate provinces.

It is bounded on the north by the parallel of 60' N.;

on the east by the meridian of 120' W. to lat. 54", and

the Rocky Mountains ; on the south by the parallel of

49' (the boundary of the United States), the Gulf of

Georgia, and Juan de Fuca Strait; and on the west by

the Pacific Ocean.

The surface of British Columbia is in general moun-

tainous and intersected by numerous rivers and lakes.

The Rocky Mountains, which form the eastern boun-

dary, extend from north to south in two parallel chains,

the eastern being the main and most important, contain-

ing the highest peaks in the whole range. Mount Hooker

(16,750 feet). Mount Brown (16,000 leet), and Mount
Murchison (15,700 feet), besides others but little short

of them in elevation. Parallel to the main chains are

other smaller ranges, as the Gold and Scllrirk ranges, en-

closing the upper courses of the Columbia and Fraser

Rivers, and the Peak Mountmns, enclosing the upper

course of the Finlay River. Tlie principal passes across

the Rocky Mountains are the Kootanie, Vermilion, Kick-

ing Ilors ', Yellow Head or Leatlier, and the Peacs River

Pdss-'s, the Kicking Horse Pass being the route of the

Canadian Pacific Railway.

On the west, the Cascade Range extends northward

from the mouth of the Fraser River to Alaska, closely

following the Pacific coast, and extending from GO to 100

miles in breadth. A few of the summits of this range

attain an altitude of 10,000 feet. The most valuable part

of the country lies between the Rocky Mountains and the

Cascade Range, forming an elevated table-land varying

from 1,000 to 3,500 feet in height, through which the

Fraser River flaws.

The rivers and lakes of British Columbia are numer-
ous, but of little importance to navigation. The Frt'scr

River rises in the main chain o!: the Rocky Mountains,

and, flowing north, passes through a gap in the lesser

chain, where it is joined by its northern branch, then,

following a southern course, it receives the Neehaco, Ques-

nel, Cldlcoten, and Tfiorivpson Rivers, and flows into the

Gulf of Georgia by three mouths, after a course of 740

miles. It is navigable for small steamers to Fort Hope,

a distance of 158 miles from its mouth, Ijut the numer-

ous rapids above that point render navigation almost

impossible. The Peace River, and its northern branch

the Finlay Riter, rise in the northern part, also between
the Rocky Mountain chains, and flow eastward to form
the Mackenzie River. Further north are the Skeena or

Simpson, and Stickeen, flowing into the Pacific, and the au
Liard, flowing into the ^Mackenzie River. The Columbia

River, the most important on the Pacific coast, rises in

the southern part of the Rocky Mountain ranges in Brit-

ish Columbia, then, like the Fraser, first flowing north-

ward, bends to the southward, and after receiving the

Kootanie River, flows through Washington Territory in

the United States into the Pacific Ocean, after a course

of about 1,200 miles. The lakes are numerous, but of

minor importance.

The coast-line of British Columbia is m\ich broken
with numerous islands, bays, and deep inlets, and it is

remarkable that while from San Francisco to Cape Flat-

tery, a distance of 700 miles, there is not a single harbor

on the coast, in British Columbia and Vancouver Island

harbors are numerous and excellent. The islands are

disposed chiefly in two groups, the more southerly, of

which Vancouver Island is the principal, being separated

from the mainland by Juaii de Fuai Strait, the Gulf of

Georgia, and Queen Charlotte Sound ; and the other,

about 200 miles to the north-west, called the Queen Char-

lotte Isleuids, being separated from the mainland by Van-

couver Strait. The other islands to the north belong to

the United States, being part of the territory of Alaska.

The principal inlets are Burrard Inlet, Howe Sound,

Jervis, Bute, and Knight Inlets, Bcntinck Arm, Gard-

iur''s Channel, Port Essington, Portland and Observatory

Inlets, in the mainland
;

Quatsino, Xootka, and Barclay

Sounds, in the west coast of Vancouver Island ; and the

harbors of Esquimalt, Victoria, and Namiimo, in the

south and east of Vancouver Island.

The climate of British Columbia is temperate, and

much warmer than in the same latitude on the east coast

of the continent. Between the Cascade Range and the

Rocky Mountains it is very dry, but on the coast and in

the islands the climate is humid. On the islands the fig

will ripen in the open air, and even in winter the climate

is very mild.

The poll is in general fertile, and well adapted for

agriculture and pasturage, although as yet little progress

has been made in farming. Along the western slopes of

the Cascade Mountains are magnificent forests of Douglas

pine, and the islands also are densely wooded.

British Columbia first derived its importance from

the rich and extensive gold discoveries which were made

in 1853, principally along the course of the Fraser River

and its tributaries. The gold fields, however, have not

been found so productive as was at first anticipated, and

for some years neither the population nor the re.sources

of tlie country have materially increased. Silver, lead,

and copper are abundant. Excellent coal is found
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on the mainland and on the islands, and is worked in

Vancouver Island. Marble and building-stone are also

found, and are exported to the United States.

The chief exports are gold, coal, lumber, furs, and

fish, amounting to about 2,000,000 dollars annually. The

import!-- are about the same value.

Previous to 1858, the whole country was in the pos-

session of the Hudson Bay Company. In that year

British Columbia and Vancouver Island were formed

into Crown colonies, each having a Governor and Legis-

lature of its own. In 1800 a legislative union was eifected,

under the name of British Columbia, in compliance with

the wishes of the people ; and in 1871 British Columlna

became one of the provinces of the Dominion of Canada.

The Legislature consists of a Lieutenant-Governor,

appointed by the Governor-General, an Executive Coun-

cil of 5 members, and a Legislative Assembly of 25 mem-
bers, elected by the people for a term of four years. The

province is represented in the Dominion Parliament by

3 senators and 6 members of the House of Commons.

The Province is divided into five districts—iVew West-

mintstcr, Cariboo, Y((le,Yictori(t, and ]'i neon vet:

The population has been very fluctuating, but is esti-

mated at about 15,000 whites and about 35,000 Indians

and Chinese. Education is liberally provided for, free

schools being established wherever there are a dozen

children to attend them.

Victoria (5,025', the capital, is situated in the south of

Vancoiiver Island, and possesses an excellent harbor. It

is well laid oiit, and carries on the principal trade of the

province. At Kamiinw, Vancouver Island, are valuable

coal mines. Esqiiimalt possesses a magnificent harbor,

and is Her Majesty's naval station in the Xorth Pacific.

Ne^w Westminster (3,000), the former capital, is beau-

tifully situated on the north bank of the Eraser River,

about 15 miles from the gulf, and carries on the princi-

pal local trade of the mainland. The other settlements

are small and are chiefiv situated on the Eraser River.

MANITOBA.
Area, laS.aOO square miles ; length from east to west, 500 miles ; width

from north to south, 280 miles; population, 65,954.

The Province of Manitoba (formerly the Red River

Settlement) forms an oblong, lying between the United
States on the south and latitude 53^ on the north, and ex-

tending east and west between 91'' 10' and 101' 30' of

longitude.

It is intersected from south to north by the Bed River,

which, rising in Minnesota, near the sources of the

Mississippi, and flowing nearly due north, crosses the

boundary between the two countries, and falls into Lakf
Winnipeg, after a course of about 700 miles. It is also

partially intersected from west to east by the Assimbaine

imr; which flows into the Red River at Winnipeg.

Lakes Winnipeg and Winnipegosis, which lie partly in

Manitoba, and Lake Manitoba, which lies wholly within

it, and from which it derives its name, are of consid-

erable size, the first-named being 280 miles long, and

the other two being each about 110 miles long.

The country is chiefly one vast prairie covered with

grass, with scarcely a tree except on the banks of the

rivers. The climate resembles that of Ontario, and the

soil is very fertile, producing wheat and other grains in

great abundance.

Before Manitoba became a province of the Dominion

(1870), the population consisted chiefly of Indians and

Erench and English half-breeds. Since then, settlers

have poured in from the older provinces, and there are

now nearly 10,000,000 acres of land surveyed for settle-

ment. One-sixth of the land is reserved for the half-

breeds, chiefly on the banks of Red River.

The government of Manitoba is administered by a

Lieutenant-GoTernor, with an Executive Council of 5

members, a Legislative Council of 7 members, and a

Legislative Assembly of 24 members, elected by the peo-

ple. They also elect 2 members for the Senate and 4

members for the House of Commons, as their propor-

tion of representatives in the Dominion Parliament.

Winnipeg (12,000), the capital, is situated at the junc-

tion of the Assiniboine with the Red River. It is the

seat of government, and is ra})idly becoming a place of

importance.

NORTH-WEST ANT) NORTH-EAST TERRITO-
RIES AND DISTRICTS OF EEEWATIN,
ATHABASCA, ALBERTA, SASKATCHE-
WAN, AND ASSINIBOIA.

Area, 2,CC5,252 square miles; gi-eatest extent from cast to west, S,'.:00

miles ; and from north to south, 1,40U miles
;
population, about

5fi,-146.

The North-\5rest Territory is bounded on the north

by the Arctic Ocean ; on the west by the Pacific Ocean

and British Columbia ; on the south by British Columbia,

the districts of Athabasca, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and

Ontario ; and on the east by Hudson Bay.

The North-east Territory consists of that portion of

the peninsula of Labrador which lies between Hudson
Bay on the west, and Labrador proper and Quebec on

the east and south.

The North-west Territory, up to the 3'ear 1870, was in

the possession of a large trading company, called the

Hudson Bay Company. With the exception of British

Columbia, which was formed into a separate province in

1858, the Company held all the tract of land extending

from Labrador to the Pacific, and from the former pro-

vince of Canada and the United States to the Arctic

Ocean. The Hudson Bay Company received the charter,

granting them the ex'^^ usive right to the greater part of
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this territory, from Charles II. in 1670, the remainder

having been leased from the Crown.

By virtue of an Act of the Imperial Parliament, passed

in 1869, and which took effect in 1870, all this immense

territory was, on certain conditions (including the pay-

ment of £800,000 sterling to the Hudson Bay Company),

transferred to the Dominion of Canada for purposes of

colonization. In 1876, by Act of Parliament, the District

of Keewatin was formed from the North-west Territory.
!

By order in Council passed May 8th, 18Lw, by the
j

Dominion Government, the Districts of Athabasca, Al-

berta, Assiniboia, and Saskatchewan were formed out of
|

the North-west Territory.

The surface of this vast country is much diversified

by ranges of small hills, rivers, numerous lakes, and

marshy tracts. The great chain of the Bocky Moun-

tidns, on the west, extends across the Territory from the

Arctic Ocean southward into the United States ; but the

general slope of the country is in a northerly direction

towards the Arctic Ocean and Hudson Bay.

Hudson Eay, from which the Territory formerly do-

rived its name, is a large inland sea, with numeroiis but

barren and desolate islands at its mouth, and connected

with the Atlantic by Hudson Strait. Around it, as well

as at its southern extremity, James Bay, there is an ex-

tensive plain, bounded by ranges of low but rugged hills,

nearly parallel with the shore. On the east are the

WotcM^ Mountains, which run from north-east to south-

west. From this range a ridge of more or less elevation

extends, first due west and then north-west, until it

meets the Laurentide chain of Canada, north of Lak^

Superior, and forms the watershed which divides th(

rivers of Canada from those flowing into Hudson Bay.

From the Rocky Mountains two small ranges extend in

an easterly direction, enclosing the fertile valley of th

Saskatchewan.

The remarkable feature of the Territory is the ext"j-<-

sive chain of lakes, forming an almost unbroken line of

c ^mmuuication from the head of Lake Superior to th"

Arctic Ocean. The more northern of these are drained

by the rivers flowing into the Arctic Ocean ; the more

Boiithern, by those flowing into Hudson Bay. The i^rin-

cipal are

:

The Lake of the Woods, Winnipeg, WinnipegosU, Manitoba, Deer,

Wollaston, Athabasca, Great Slave, and Gr€<it Bear Lakes in the

west ; and Abbitibe, Jfistasiini, and Cle<ir Water in the east.

The North-west Territory is well watered, containing

a large number of rivers, the principal of which is the

Mackenzie River, formed by the junction of the Athabasca

and Peace Rivers, which rise near the highest summits

of the Rocky Mountains, and unite a little north of

Athabasca Lake, through the west end of which the

Athabasca River flows. After the junction the river

flows through Great Slave Lake, drains Great Bear Lake,

and after a course of over 2,400 miles enters the Arctic

Oc>-an by a number of mouths. It is navigable for more

than 1,200 miles, but being frozen for the greater part

. f h. year can never be of much service to commerce.

The other principal rivers are th'- Coppermni.e and Back

r G7-eat Fish Rivers, flowing into the Arctic Ocean ; the

SaskatcJietcan, north and south branches, and Red Rivers,

flowing into Lak" Winnipijg, and thence by the Nelson

to Hudson Bay. The Saskatchewan is navigable for

boats for upwards of 700 miles ; the Red River rises in

the United States, nearly interlocking with the Missis-

si'^pi, and receives th^} Assimboine on the west bank ; it

is na.igabl for light-draught steamboats for ujpwards of

300 miles. The Church ill, draining Lake Winnipeg, and

Severn Rivers, besides numerous smaller streams, flow

into Hudson Bay, and the Albany, East Main, and other

rivers flow intc James Bay.

The climate and soil of the North-west Territorymay-

be divided into two distinct regions. The smaller, ex-

tending from the Lake of the Woods along the vallej's of

the Assiniboine and Saskatchewan to the Rocky Moun-

tains, enjoys a climate equal to that of Ontario, although

so much farther north, but with rather gi-eater extremes

of heat and cold. Tliis temperate region is upwards of

100 miles in breadth in JSIanitoba, but three times that

breadth near the Rocky Mountains, and is capable of

producing the same cereals as Ontario. It is also ad-

mirably adapted for pasture ; the gi-eat prairies, even as

far north as Lake Athabaska, fi;rnish abundance of nu-

tritious grasses, and were frequented by vast herds of

buffalo, even in winter. The other region lies north and

east of this. It is cold, bleak, and barren, except along

the Mackenzie River, which is well wooded. In the Sas-

katchewan valley iron and coal abound, and gold is

found. Coal, copper, and lead are found also as far north

as the Arctic Ocean.

The Hudson Bay Company have upwards of tifty

forts scattered over various parts of the country for the

purpose of collecting furs, Avhich form their chief trade.

The principal are Fort Garry (now Wbimpey), and Stoiie

Fort, in Manitoba ; York Fort, on the shore of Hudson

Bay ; Moose Fort, on James Baj' ; Carlton Hou-<e and Fort

Edmonton, on the Saskatchewan River, and Fort Simpson,

on the Mackenzie. The Company employs about 3,000

persons. The population of the whole of this vast coun-

try does not amount to more than 60,000, composed, to

some extent, of half-breeds and Indians.

The government of the HudsonBayCompany is in the

hands of a Governor and Council in England, and the

trade is managed by the resident chief traders and chief

factors, the latter holding the highest posts in. the ser-

vice. Some of the principal forts or posts have a com-

plement of thirty or forty men, btit most of them have

only about four or five. Vessels generally arrive at

•
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leave York and !Moose Forts once a year, for the trans-

port of goods between the Territory and England. The
Indians inhabiting the country are the Crees round Hud-
son Bay, and the Saulteaux farther in th ^ interior, both

inoffensive triljes, subsisting by trapping and fishing
;

and farther west, in the vast prairies, are tlie more war-

like Blaekfeet and other tribes living on the produce of

the chase. In the more northern districts are the Chip-

pewyan and Eskimo Indians.

Until 1875, the Lieutenant-Governor of ilanitoba, as-

sisted by a Council appointed by the Governor-Genf ru,*

of Canada, constituted the Legislature and adniinistra-

tors of tlie North-west Territory ; but a law then passed,

"to amend and consolidate the laws respecting tlie North-

west Territories," provide for the appointment of a
Lieutenant-Governor, three stipendiary magistrates, and
a Legislative Council, to which members may be elected

fi'om a district of 1,000 square miles, when it contains

1,000 civilized residents. The sale of intoxicating liquors

is prohiljited in the North-west Territory.

District of Keewatin.—This district is bounded on

the nortli by the Arctic Ocean, on the south by Manitoba

and Ontario, on the west by meridian 100° west longitude,

and on the east by the Hudson Bay and meridian 91° west

longitude. Area, about 400,000 square miles
; popula-

tion, about 10,000. The district is under the govern-

ment of the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba.

District of Athabasca.—This is bounded on the

north by alme near the 60th parallel of noi'th latitude, on

the south by a line near the 55th parallel of north latitude,

on the west by British Columbia, and on the east by the

Slave and Athabasca Rivers, and by a line near meridian

111° 30' west longitude. It takes in the Peace River

country, a very fertile region. Area, alx)ut 122,000

square miles.

District of Alberta.—This is bounded on the north

by Athabasca, on the south by the United States, on the

vrest by British Columbia, and on the east by a line near

meridian 111
'
30' west longitude. It includes the Battle,

Red Deer, and Bow Rivers countries. Area, about 100,-

000 square miles.

District of Saskatchewan.—This is bounded on the

north by a line near the 55th parallel of north latitude,

on the south by a line near the 52d parallel of north lati-

tude, on the west by Alberta, and on the east by Lakes
Winnipegosis and Winnipeg and the Xelson Riv^r. The
Forks of the Saskatchewan are near the centre of the

district. Area, about 114,000 square miles.

District of Assiniboia.—This is bounded on the

north by Saskatchewan, on the south by the United
States, on the west by Alberta, and on the east by
Manitoba. Area, about 95,000 square miloc. The capi-

tal is Begina, near the Q'Appelle district, with a small

but rapidly growing population.

THE ARCTIC REGIONG.

The Arctic Regions extend from Davis Strait on the

east to Bebring Strait on the west, along the shores and

in the waters of the Arctic Ocean. They comprise

nr.m rons islands, -neninsulas, gulfs, 1 ays, sounds, and

straits, and are ci.' . infei-. sting as having been the

s en. of numeror- '"T.-e and determined attempts to

find a highway < Aie west by means o" the Arctic

Ocean. Xo pract c^. > nefit 1. r :culted irom these ex-

peditions, as the seas are sometimes i e-bound for years,

or blocked up by enormous icebergs. That a passage

does exist was definitely disci. vered by M'Clure in

1850-51, when he found that Barrow and Banks (or

M'Clure) Straits unite in Melville Sound. The Arctic

Ocean is much moi-e open on the west than on the east,

and from Banks Strait navigation is uninterrupted by

islands as far as Behring Strait ; but the sea is almost con*

stantly filled with ice.

The most important expeditions have been sent out by

the British Government during tliis century ; several have

als! been fitted out by the Government of the United

States. The most interesting, as it was the most unfortu-

nate expedition, was that of Sir John Franklin, which

sailed in 1845, and the fate of which was long unknown.

No less than twenty-seven expeditions were sent out in

search of him, with but little success, until 1854, when

the remains of several of the explorers and articles be-

longing to his expedition were discovered by Dr. Rae in

King William Land, and some years later further remains

were found by Captain M'Clintock and others, proving

conclusively that the whole party had miserably perLshed.

On the Coppermine and Back or Great Fish Rivers ex-

tensive beds of coal have been found ; but they are not

likely to be worked until those of more temperate lati-

tudes are exhausted.

NEWFOUNDLAND.
Area, 40,200 square miles

;
population, 181,75.3 ; persons to square

mile, 4X !
greatest extent from north to south, 320 miles ; breadth

from east to west, 320 miles.

Tlie Islcind of Newfoundland lies at the mouth of the

Gulf of St. Lawrence. It is separated from Labrador ou

the north by the Strait of Belle Isle (about 12 miles in

breadth), and is distant from Cape Breton, on the south-

west, about 60 miles. It is the only settlement in British

North America not forming part of the Dominion of

Canada.

It is divided into 15 Electoral Districts.

St. John's, East. Ttinity.

St. John's, West. Bonavista.
Harbor Grace, Tvrillingate and Fogo.
Carbonear. Ferryland.
Harbor Maine. Placentia and St. Mary'8.

Port de Grave. Burin.
Bay de Verde. Fortune Bay.

Burgoo and La Poile:
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The territory under the goverument of Newfoundland
includes also the coast of Labrador for nearly 700 nailes,

from Anse Sablon to the entrance of Hudson Strait. The
principal islands on the coast are North and South Belle

Isle and Fogo Island.

The I.sland of Newfoundland is triangular in shape,

but the coast-line is deeply indented with numerous
large bays. The principal of these are :

Conception, Trinit;/, Bonavista. I Bay of Islands and St. George,
Notre Dame, and White Bays, on I on the west.
the north-ea.si coast.

j

Hermitage, Fortune, Placentia,

I
and St. Mary's Bays, on the south.

As the bays extend far into the land, they form numer-
ous peninsulas. The principal is the Peninsula of Ava-

lon, which contains nearly two-thirds of the whole pop-

ulation.

The Principal Capes are :

Bauld, on the north ; Ray, Point May, Freels, and Race, on the
south ; and St. Fraiicis, Breakheart Point, Bonuvist t, Freels, and St.

Jottn, on the east.

Cape Race was formerly the calling point of the At-

lantic steamships with late news from Europe. Aline )f

telegraph connects it with Cape Ray, from which a sub-

marine telegraph line extends to Cape Breton, and thence

over the continent. After repeated failures, several At-

lantic telegraph cables have been successfully laid, and

now connect Newfoundland at Trinity Bay with Europe

at Valentia Bay in Ireland, by which wonderful enter-

prise the European news is published in the American

newspapers on the same day as that on which the events

occur. On the north and east coast the capes are numer-

ous, but of little importance. There has been no thorough

survey made of the island, which is but thinly inhabited,

especially in the west. The settlements comprise only

a narrow strip along the coast, scarcely extending more
than a mile or two inland.

The surface of the island is hilly, varied with numer-
ous rivers, lakes, and marshes. The ranges of hills

generally run in short parallel chains, from north to

south. The Blue Hills in the interior are the principal.

Lakes and Rivers.—The chief river is the River of
Ex2)loits, which flows almost across the island from south-

west to north-east, through George IV. and Red Indian

LaTces.

The other chief Lakes and Rivers are :

Grand Pond, drained by the Huniber River ; Victoria, Jameson,
and Bathiirst Lakes, drained by Little River; and Gander Pond,
drained by Gander River.

The climate of Newfoundland is cold and severe,

owing to the quantity of ice to be found around the

island, brought down by the winds and currents in enor-

mous icebergs from the Arctic Ocean. Fogs also pre-

vail, especially on the Banks, and are caused by the cold

currents from the north meeting the Gulf Stream. The

soil, especially in the interior, is rocky and barren, the
principal cr.-ps being raised along the southern shore

:

even thero thoy frequently require to be cut green
for fodder. Most of th supplies are brought from the
neighboring provinces. Copper and lead are said to be
plentiful in the island ; but the mineral resources have
as yet been littla d3v:loped.

Newfoundland derivos its main importance from its

fisheries, which are chiefly cod and seal. Nearly the

whole population is employed in the catching and curing

of fish. The cod fisheries on the Banks of Newfound-
land are the most important fisheries in the world. These
Banks, as they are called, are elevated plateaus of the

ocean-bed, rising far above the bottom of the Atlantic.

The Great Bank, situated to the east and soiith of the

island, extends about 600 miles in length, and 200 in

breadth. The depth of water ju these Banks varies from
150 to over 500 feet, and forms the favorite feeding

ground of the codfish. Besides the British, the French
and Americans carry on the fishery, almost to the same
extent, the French having also the privilege of fishing

on certain parts of the coast of the island. The seal

fishery is carried on chiefly on the coast of Labrador,

and on the northern coast of Newfoundland.

The annual value of the exports of Newfoundland,

consisting chiefly of fish, is about 13,000,000 dollars, or

over 70 dollars for every inhabitant. The imports are

about 10,000,000 dollars, and the annual revenue about

2,000',000 dollars. The chief markets for fish are Great

Britain, Spain, Portugal, Brazil, and the West Indies.

The form of govemment is the same as in the Cana-

.dian provinces, consisting of a Governor appointed by the

Crown, an Executive Council of 7 members, a Legislative

Council of 15 members, and a Legislative Assembly of 31

members, elected by the people. Responsible govern-

ment was granted in 1855. The population is nearly

equally divided between Protestants and Reman Catho-

lics.

St. John's (22,583), the capital, possesses a fine harbor

almost surrounded by hills. It is the chief commercial

station on the island, and is the nearest port to Europe,

being only 1,620 miles clistant from Ireland. The city

was formerly built of wood, but having been several times

nearly destroyed by fire, the lower part is now built of

brick. The great fire of 1844 destroyed 4,000,000 dollars

worth of property.

Harbor Grace (6,700) and Carbonear (2,000) are the

next most important towns. Port de Grave, Bngus,

Trinity, and Greensjiond are also rising towns.

The islands of St. Pierre, Lungley, and Miqvelon, lying

to the south of Newfoundland, belong to France, and

are important fishing stations. They are the only portions

now remaining to the French of their once large posses-

sions m North America. m
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is the area of the United States? Population? Size?

Capital? How are the United States bounded? What do the United

States comprise? Name the principal mountain chains. How do they

divide the country? Describe the Rocky Mountains. The mountains

of the Pacific. The Alleghany Mountains. For what are the United

States noted? Describe the course of the Mississippi. Name the other

principal rivers. Where do they rise? Where do they flov/? What

lakes are in, or border on, the United States? Describe the coast line.

Name the principal bays, straits, &c. Where are they situated ? Name
the principal capes. In what Stales are they? Describe the climate of

the United States. Describe the soil. What are the principal products?

What are the principal minerals, and where are they found ? What is

said of the Western States ? For what is the Mississippi useful ? How
have the United States been peopled ? Describe the form of government

of the States. The General Government. What is the position of the

Territories of the United States? Describe the United States when

British Colonies. What institution was peculiar to the Southern States ?

What is the amount of the commerce of the United States ? Name the

Southern States and their chief towns. What is said of these States ?

What are the principal mountains? Describe the surface. Name the

principal rivers. What is said of Georgia and other States ? Describe

Virginia. How is it bounded ? For what is it remarkable ? How is it

now divided? What are the chief towns? Describe North Carolina.

How is it bounded? What are its chief towns? Describe South

Carolina. How is it bounded ? What are its chief towns ? Where are

they situated ? Describe Georgia. How is it bounded? What are its

chief towns? Where are they situated ? Describe Florida. How is it

bounded ? What is remarkable on the south coast ? What are its chief

towns! Describe Alabama. How is it bounded? What are its chief

towns? Where are they situated? Describe Mis=;iss:ppi. How is it

bounded? What are its chief towns? Where are they situated?

Describe Louisiana. To whom did Louisiana formerly belong? De-
scribe New Orleans. What are the other chief towns? Describe Texas.

How is it bounded ? What rivers flow through it ? What are its chief

towns? Where are they situated? Describe Arkansas. What is its

capital? Describe Kentucky and Tennessee. How is Kentucky
bounded? How is Tennessee bounded? What are the chief towns of

Kentucky? Of Tennessee? Name the Western States, and their chief

towns. How are they situated ? Describe the surface. What part of

the country do these States comprise? What minerals are found in

them ? How have they been peopled ? Describe Ohio. How is it

bounded? What are the chief towns? Describe Michigan. How is it

bounded ? What are the chief towns ? Where are they situated ?

Describe Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. How is

each bounded? What are their chief towns? Where are they situated .

Describe Missouri. How is it bounded? What are the chief towns?

Where are they situated ? Describe Kansas. How is it bounded ?

What are the chief towns ? Where are they situated ? ' Describe

California. How is it bounded ? Where is gold chiefly four.d ? What
are the chief towns ? Describe Oregon. How is it bounded ? What
are the chief towns? Where are they situated? What are the chief

towns of Nebraska,, Colorado, and Nevada. How are these States

bounded ? What is the position of the Territories of the United States

before they become States ? Name those now in existence. Where are

ihey situated ? Who inhabit Utah ? Describe their city. Describe the

Territory of Alaska. What are its geographical features ? What is its

value? To whom did it formerly belong? What is the chief trading

port ? Describe its inhabitants.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

How are the United States separated from Ontario? From the

North-West Territory? From Mexico? What peninsula extends into

the Atlantic from the south-east? What peninsula extends into the Pacific

from the south-west? What islands are near Florida? What large gulf

lies to the south of the United States? What large rivers flow into it?

What large rivers of the United States flow into the Atlantic Ocean ?

Into the Pacific Ocean? Into the Gulf of California? Which States are

on the Atlantic coast ? Which States and Territories are on the Pacific

coast? On the Gulf of Mexico? Which States adjoin New Brunswick?

Quebec? Which States border en the great northern lakes? Which
States or Territories adjoin the North-West Territory? Manitoba?
British Columbia? Past which States do the Mississippi, Blissouri,

Ohio, Red River, Rio Grande, Columbia, Connecticut, and Susquehanna
flow? What capes are at the mouth of Delaware Bay? Of Chesapeake

Bay? What rivers flow into Delaware Bay? Into Chesapeake Bay?
What rivers form the Ohio River? Through which of the Middle States

do the Alleghany Mountains extend? In what State is LakeChamplain?
In what direct-on from New York is Philadelphia? Pittsburg? Albany?

Boston? Toronto? Montreal? What river separates Virginia and
Kentucky from the Western States? V/hich of the Southern States are

on the Gulf of Mexico? How is Florida separated from the Bahama
Islands? Which are the principal southern cities on the Mississippi?

On the Atlantic coast? On the Gulf of Mexico? V'hat is the eastern

point of North Carolina called? In what direction from New Orleans

is St Louis? Galveston, Mobile, Charleston? In what direction from

Richmond is Washington ? Which States are on the west bank of the

Mississippi' Which on the east bank? Which adjoin the Dominion?
Which are the principal cities on the Ohio? On the Missouri? Which
States adjoin Mexico? Through which does the Colorado (west) flow?

Which are the principal cities on the Pacific coast? On Lake Michigan?

On Lake Huron? On Lake Frie? What Canadian town is opposite

Detroit? In what di.-ection from Chicago is Salt Lake city? St Louis 1

St Paul's? Toronto? In what direction from St Paul's is Pembina 'i

Duluth? Which States touch on Lake Superior? What river flows

through Washington Territory from British Columbia? Through whicli

States does the Missouri flow? What rivers flow into San Francisco

Bay? What large lake is in Utah? How is Washington Territory

separated from Vancouver Island? What is its extreme north-west

point called? In what direction from San Francisco is Victoria,

Vancouver Island ? Sacramento? Salt Lake City? Chicago? Virginia

City, Nevada? What peninsula is south of California? Through which

States do the Rocky Mountains extend ? Which States or I'erritories

adjoin Manito'ba? Where does the Red River (north) rise? Where
does the Missouri rise? The Mississippi? How are the Western and
Southern States separated from the Eastern? Which of the great

northern lakes is entirely within the United States? Which States touch

on Lake Michigan ? How is Lake Michigan connected with Lake
Huron? How is Lake Superior conr;;cted with Lake Huron? How is

Alaska separated from the north-west Territory? What islands extend

westward from Alaska ?—(see North America.)

#
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UNITED STATES.
Area, 3,602,990 square miles

;
population, 50,442,0(36; persons to square mile, 14; greatest extent from north to south, 1,600

miles ; and from east to west, 2,700 miles ; about the same size as British North America.

The JIaited__States ,of America are bounded on the

north—with the exception of the Territory of Alaska,

which lies to the north-west of British Columbia—by the

Dominion of Canada"*, on the west by the Pacific Ocean
;

on the south by Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico ; and on

the east by the Atlantic Ocean.

They comprise thirty-eight States, one federal district,

and ten territories, united under one central government.

Two grA.nt mnnritain fih»ir.«yt4.o-RfM>1iy TVriHiiil jilrffi on

the west, and tli^Alleghany Mountains or Appalachian

chain on the east, divide the country Into three regions :

the Atlantic slope from the Alleghanies to the Atlantic

Ocean ; the Great Central Plain, or valley of the Missis-

sippi ; and the vast plain or plateau between the Kocky
Mountains and the Pacific coa^t.

The Rocky Mountains form the principal chain, ex-

tending from near tlie Arctic Circie to the Cordilleras of

Slexico. They cover an area 40 to 200 miles in breadth.

Their highest summits in the United States are Uncom-
pagJin' Rok (14,510 feet), Blanco Peak (14,464 feet), and
Lonrfs Peak (14,271 feet), all in Colorado. Along the

Pacific coast are several chains of mountains, some
peaks of which rise even higher than any of the Rocky
Mountains. These are : the Coast Range and the paral-

lel range of the Sierra Nevada, enclosing Sacramento

Valley, the gold region of California ; and the Cascade

Range, in Washington Territory and Oregon, extending

through British Columbia into Alaska. The highest

summits in the Sierra Nevada are Mount Shasta, (14,440

feet), aiid^-:^^WTf-ir7n7rt72r(14,89S feet), both in Cali-

fornia ; and the highest in the Cascade Range are Mount
Jefferson (1.5,500 feet), in Oregon Territory, and Mount
St. Helen's (15,750 feet), in Washington Territory, ti.-^

last named being the loftiest summit in the United States.

The Alleghany Mountains extend from the peninsula

of-€i^rsp«^ 4n Canada, tu the noi ' th of Alabama, and are

known by different names in the various States which

they traverse (p. 35). The highest peaks are in the White

Mountains ; but they seldom exceed 5,000 feet, and are

generally not more than 3,000 feet in height.

The United States are particularly noted for their

numerous and important rivers ; and no country in the

world possesses such an extent of water communication.

The estimated length of the navigable rivers is more

than 47,000 miles.

The Mississippi rises in Lake Itasca, in Minnesota,

near Lake Superior, and receives as affluents the Wiscow
sin, Illinois, and Oltio (with its affluents the Cumberland

and Tennessee Rivers), on the east bank; the Missouri

(with its affluent the Platte), the Arkansas and Red
Rivers, on the west bank ; and it flows into the Gulf of

Mexico by a number of mouths, after a course of 3,160

miles. The course of the Missouri is even longer than

that of the Mississippi, being about 3,000 miles before

joining the latter, or about 4,300 miles in all, thus foriu*
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ing the longest river in the world. All these rivers are

navigable throughout the greater part of their course,

either by steamboats (for the great size and light draught

of which the Mississippi is famous) or by flat-boats,

which bring the produce of the Northern and Western

States down to New Orleans.

The BriLzos, Colorado (in Texas), and Rio Grande (Id

Norte, the latter forming the boundary between the

United States and Mexico, flow into the Gulf of Mexico

west of the Mississippi ; and the Alabama and several

other rivers reach the Gulf east of it.

The Penobscot, Connecticut, Hudson, Dela^care, Sns-

qnelianna, Potomac, James, Roanoke, and Savnnnaji,

together with numerous smaller and less important rivers,

flow into the Atlantic.

The Colorado (another river of the same name) flows

into the Gulf of California ; the Sacramento and Columbia

Rivers flow into the Pacific Ocean.

The Great Lakes of Canada all ad'oin the United States,

Lake Miclmjan being entirely within the latter territory
;

besides these are Lakes Champlain and Geonjc, many
smaller lakes in New York, Minnesota, and other States,

and the Great Salt Lake in Utah.

The coast-line of the United States is very little bro-

ken, but along the Atlantic coast are numerous small

islands and sand-banks

—

Long Lsland, Rhode Island, and

Nantucket being the principal.

The bays are chiefly the mouths of the rivers.

The Principal Bays, Straits, etc., are :

Onthe ea<-tcoast, Penobbcot &nA
JUassac/iwsetls Bays. Long Itlancl

S^'j.nd, Deliiware and Chenapeake
jiays, Pimlir^ and Albemarle
Sounds, Strait ofFlorida, Appala-

chee Bay, and GalveUon and Mat-
iKjorda Bays.
On the west coast are San Fran-

cisco and Columbia Bays, Juan de
Fuca Strait, and Admiralty Inlet,

The Principal Capes are :

On the east coast, Anv. Cod.
ilontariK Point. May, Charles,
Henry, Hatteras, Sable, and ,S/.

Bias.

On the west coast are Point
Conception, Mendocino, Blanco,
and Flattery.

As the territory occupied by the United States extends

over 24' of latitude, or a distance of about 1,600 miles

from north to south, the climate varies very much with

the locality. It is temperate in the North, and hot in the

South. Along the south-eastern coast are numerous large

swamps, and the rivers are sluggish in their course, ren-

dering the climate very unhealthy for the white popula-

tion. In the interior it is hot, but more healthy. On
the Pacific coast, owing to their proximity to the sea, the

mountains intercept the rain-clouds, and the country to

the east of the Coast Range suffers very much from drouth.

The soil is in general rich and productive, especially

in the Great Central Plain, or Mississippi Valley. In the

north-eastern States it is more rocky and barren, but

everywhere well cultivated. On both sides of the Rocky
Mountains, but more especially on the high plateau be-

tween that range and California, are arid desert tracts of

country. In the Great Central Plain almost all the coun-
try west of the Ohio River consists of vast prairies, origi-

nally covered with tall grass, and easily cultivated, but
with little timber. In the Northern and Western States,

grain is the chief production—principally wheat and
Indian corn. Cattle are also extensively reared. In the

Middle States, tobacco and Indian corn are the staples

;

and in the Southern States, cotton, sugar, and rice.

Gold, silver, iron, copper, lead, quicksilver, and coal

are found in great abundance ; gold, silver, and quick-

silver chiefly in California and Nevada ; iron, coal, and
petroleum in the western parts of Pennsylvania, in Vir-

ginia, and also in Ohio ; and copper and lead in Illinois,

Michigafr," Missouri, and Wisconsin.

The Western States so called, or those occupying the

northern part of the Great Central Plain, are the chief

sources of the supplies of the South and East ; fhe Missis-

sippi forming the great channel of communication for

the exchange of the grain and cattle of the North for the

sugar, cotton, and other products of the South ; while

the Great Lakes, the river St. Lawrence, and the Erie

Canal form highway's to the East.

The United States have been peopled principally by
settlers from Great Britain and Ireland, and from Ger-

many, although the native-born population, descended

from the earlier settlers, now largely predominates.

The form of government is a Federal Republic.

Each State is a separate Republic, and makes its own
laws ; each possesses exclusive control of all local in-

terests, and is governed by a Governor, Senate, and a

Hoiase of Representatives, all elected by the people.

The General Government regulates all afl'airs relat-

ing to commerce, the defence and general interests of the

country. It consists of a President, Vice-President, and
a Congress consisting of a Senate of 76 members and a

House of Representatives of 293 members.

The President and Vice-President are chosen every

four years by electors representing the people, each State

being entitled to as many electors as it has Senators and

Members of Congress.

The Senate is composed of two members from each

State, who are chosen by its Legislature for a term of six

• years.

The representatives of the people are elected every

two years, each State being entitled to one member for

every 168,000 of its inhabitants.

I

The Territories of the United States are xmder the

I direct control of the General Government, until they have

j

a sufficiently large population to entitle them to repre-

j
sentation in Congress. They are then formed into States,

and are entitled to the privileges enjoyed by States.

The United States were formerly British Ck)lonies, and

in order to avoid the taxation which Britain wishele^^
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impose on them, declared their independence in 1776,

and after some years of war, were finally acknowledged

independent by Great Britain in 1788. They then con-

sisted of thirteen States—New Hampshire, Massachu-

setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and

South Carolinas, and Georgia. The population at this

period only amounted to 3,000,000.

Until 1862 negro slavery existed in all the Southern

States of the Union, and was the cause of constant dis-

sensions between them and the free States of the North

and West. These dissensions culminated in a prolonged

and bloody war, which lasted from the accession of Presi-

dent Lincoln, early in 1861, until near the end of his

four years' term of office, in 1805. The result was the

entire overthrow of the slaveholding power of the South,

and the securing to the black population of their per-

sonal freedom, and all the other rights and privileges of

their white fellow-citizens.

The United States present the most remark.able ex-

ample of national progress and of successful enterprise of

any country in the world. Although just a century old,

their foreign exports now amount to 850,000,000 dollars,

their imports to nearly as much, and their shipping to

close upon 5,500,000 tons. The national debt largely

increased during the civil war, but it is being rapidly

paid off. It now amounts to about 1,700,000,000 dollars,

besides the debts contracted by the separate States. The

annual revenue is about 360,000,000 dollars.

There is no country in the world, with the exception

of Great Britain, which possesses such a complete net-

work of railways and canals.

There is no established religion in the United States,

every denomination possessing equal privileges. Educa-

tion, especially in the Northern and Western States, is

generously aided, under the management of the different

State Governments.

Each State is divided into counties, as in the BritisJi

provinces.

The States are usually classed under the heads of East-

ern, Middle, Southern, and Western.

EASTERN STATES.

The Eastern States, or New England, as they are

sometimes called, comprise :

states. Chief Towns.
Maine, . . . Augusta. Portland, Bangor.
New Hampshire, . Concord, Portsmouth. Manchester.
Vermont, . . Montpelier, Middlebury, Burlington
Massachusetts, . Boston, Lowell, Springfield, New Bedford.
Rhode Island, . Providence. Newport.
Connecticut, . . Hartford, New Haven, Bridgeport.

The New England States occupy the north-eastern por-

tion of the United States, adjoining Canada. The coun-

try is mountainous, and intersected by numerous lakes

and rivers. The Appalachian chain extends through the

northern part of the country, under the name of the

Green Mouufdins in Vermont, and the White Mouiitnins

in New Hampshire and Maine ; the latter are so called

from a few of their summits rising to an elevation of over

6,000 feet, and consequently being covered with snow

for a great part of the year. The Connecticut liiver runs

from north to south, between and through four of the

States, into Long Island Sound.

The coast-line is much •broken, being indented by

numerous bays and harbors, with many small islands.

The coast is rocky, and dangerous for navigation.

The climate resembles that of Ontario, but is rather

colder in Maine. The soil is in general rocky, and not

well adapted for agriculture ; but in Vermont, particu-

larly, it is favorable for pasture.

The New England States are 'especially noted as being

the principal manufacturing districts of the United

States. They were originally settled by the "Pilgrim

Fathers," or " Puritans " — religious refugees who left

England during the reigns of James I. and Charles I.

Maine possesses fine harbors. The principal trade is

in lumber and the fisheries. Lumbering is carried on

extensively in the northern part, chiefly on the St. John

River and its tributaries, and on the Penobscot.

AiKjmfii (8,0()0\ the capital, is situated on the Kenne-

bec River. P.>rt:an(J (33,810), the largest and most im-

portant town, has a fine harbor, and is much resorted to

for sea-bathing. The Grand Trunk Railway of Canada

has its eastern terminus at Portland. Bawjor (16,900) is

the second important town in Maine, and carries on a

large lumber trade.

New Hampshire is very mountainous, and is famed

for its beautiful scenery. It possesses very little sea-

coast. The principal occupations of the inhabitants are

agriculture and the rearing of cattle.

Concord (14,000) is the capital. Portsmouth (10,000)

possesses a fine harbor and navy yard, and carries on

extensive fisheries. Manclicster (33,000), Dover, and

Mtshuii, are manufacturing towns.

Vermont is an inland State, intersected by the Green

Mountains, which afford excellent and abundant pasture

to large herds of cattle. Between Vermont and New
York States lies Leike Champlain, which, with Lake

George, is celebrated for its fine scenery, and for having

been the scene of many battles between the French and

English in early colonial days.

Montpelier (3,000) is the capitaL Middlebury and Bur-

lington possess colleges.

Massachusetts is the richest and most populous of

the Eastern States, and the most important State in the

Union for mantafactures, chiefly consisting of cotton,

woollen, and leather goods.

The surface is hilly, and the soil rocky and poor, but

it is carefully cultivated.
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The coast is verj irregular ; a semi-circnlar peninsula,

terminated bv Cape Cod, extends from the south-east into

the Atlantic. The islands of Xantucket and JLii'tJia's

Vineyard lie to the south of this peninsula. The State

possesses many fine harbors, and carries on the principal

trade in the American cod-fisherj off the Banks of New-
foundland.

Boston (362,839), the capital, is a handsome city, situ-

ated on a peninsula at the? head of Massacliusetts Bay.

Next to New York, it possesses the largest shipping

trade of any city in the United States, and carries on ex-

tensive manufactures, especially in boots and shoes.

Loicell (59,485), Sprinrfield '(33,340), Lynn (38,284),

FaU River (49,006), and Worcester (58,295) are large and
important manufacturing towns, producing chiefly cotton

and woollen goods and boots and slioes. IJarhleliead is

the chief port for the American cod-fisliery, and New
Bedfoixl (26,900) and Nantuclcet for tlie whale-fishery.

Cambridge (52,740), near Boston, is the seat of Harvard
' University. At Plymouth the " Pilgrim Fathers " made
their first landing in 1G20.

Rhode Island, so called from the island of that name
in Narragaiisett Bay, is the smallest State in the Union

;

but, compared with its population, it carries on more
extensive manufactures, chiefly woollen and cotton, than

any other State.

Its surface is rocky, and the soil is poor, but tlie latter

is industriously cultivated.

Providence (104,850), the capital, is situated at the

head of Narragausett Bay, and is the chief centre of the

manufactures. Neirport, on Rhode Island, is a favorite

summer resort for sea-bathing.

Connecticut lies to the north of Long Island Sound.

The country is hilly, but the soil fertile, especially in

the valley of the Connecticut River. It carries on various

and extensive manufactures, especially of clocks, cottons,

woollens, etc.; but agriculture is the chief occupation . of

the inhabitants. Education receives more attention than

in any of the other States.

Iltirtford (42,553), the capital, is situated on the Con-

necticut River. It is a flourishing town, and is sur-

rounded by a fertile country. Neio Haven (62,882) is

the seat of Yale College. Neio London and Bridgeport

possess good harbors, and a large amount of shipping.

Norwich (21,100) is an important manufacturing town.

MIDDLE STATES.

The Middle States comprise :

states. Chief Towns,
New York, -

. . New York, Albany, Buffalo, etc.

New Jersey, . . Trenton, Newark, Paterson.
Pennsj'lvania, . . Philadelphia. Harrisburg, Pittsburg.
Delaware, . . . Wilmintrton, Dover.
Maryland, , . Baltimore, Annapolis, Hagcrstown, etc.

District of Columbia, W.'^shington.

The section of the Alleghany Mountains locally

known as the Catskills extends through the eastern part

of New York, and through Pennsylvania and Maryland
into Virginia. The country is in general hilly both east

and west of the Alleghany Range, with rich and fertile

valleys, and abounds in valuable minerals. The Middle
States are watered by the principal rivers of the Atlantic

slope ; the Hudson, Belaioare, SvsqueJianna, and Potomac.
All these rivers enter the ocean by broad mouth's, forming
bays and excellent harbors. The Susquehanna and Po-

tomac flow into Chesapeake Bay. On the west side of

the Alleghany Mountains, the Alleghany and Mononga-
hela Birers combine to form the Ohio. The climate is

temperate, though warmer than in the Eastern States,

especially in Maryland.

New York is the most important State in the Union,

not only in population, but in the extent of its commerce
and the character of its ptrblic improvements. It is well

watered by rivers, and large and extensive canals con-

nect the Great Lakes with the Atlantic seaboard. The
principal canal is the Erie, whi.h connects Buffalo on
Lake Erie with Albany on the Hudson River. Important

lines of railway supply communication with all the cities

of the West. The soil is rich, and produces vast quanti-

ties of wheat, which forms the staple of the State.

The surface is much diversified by numerous beautiful

lakes, among which are Cayuga, Seneca, Canandaigua,

and Oneida, Lake Champilaiji lies between New York
and Vermont. New York is separated from Ontario by
Lakes Erie and Ontario, and by the Niagara and St.

Lamrence Rivers.

Long and Staten Lslands are the principal islands of the

State on the Atlantic coast.

The original settlers were the Dutch, who colonized

New York, then called New Amsterdam, and founded set-

tlements on the Hudson River as far north as Albany.

New York (1,206,577), the largest and most important

city in the Union, is sititated on Manhattan Island, at

the junction of Hudson River and East River, a continua-

tion of Long Island Sound. It contains, with Brooklyn

and other suburbs situated on the opposite banks of the

rivers, about 2,000,000 inhabitants, and is the great cen-

tre of trade for the whole of the United States, about

two-thirds of the entire foreign commerce passing through

the city. New York is rich in public buildings, and it

ranks next to London and Paris among the great cities of

the world.

Brooklyn (567,000), on Long Island, contains a United

States Navy Yard, and is the third city in the Union..

Albany (91,000), the capital, is situated on the Hudson
River, at the terminus of the Erie and Cliami^lain Canals.

It is an old and wealthy city. Buffab (155,000), the

largest city in the State next to New York, is situated on
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trade with the Western States. RocJiest£r (90,000), with

extensive flour-mills, Oswego {2\,\0^), the terminus of the

Oswego Canal on Lake Ontario, SuckeWs Hurhor, and Og-

densburgh (10,000) carry on extensive trade with Canada

and the Western States. West Point, on the Hudson

River, is the seat of the Military Academy of the United

States. PoiKihkeepsie (20,000) and Troy (57,000\ also on

the Hudson River, are towns of some imj^ortance. Vtica

(34,000), Si/mcHse (52,000), and Auburn (21,900) are cen-

tres of fertile districts.

Ne'sv Jersey is situated on the Atlantic coast, extend-

ing from Delaware Bay to the Hudson River, and is

separated from Pennsylvania by the Delaware River.

Its surface is generally low and somewhat marshy, but

its soil is good—fruit and vegetables being raised in im-

mense quantities for the New York and Philadelphia

markets. Numerous unimportant islands skirt the coast,

but there are no harbors. This State was the scene of

many battles during the Revolutionary war.

Trenton (30,000), near the lower falls of the Delaware,

is the capital. Newark (137,000) and Paterson (51,000)

are important manufacturing towns. Princeton contains

two colleges. Jersey City (121,000) is a suburb of the

city of New York.

Pennsylvania is the second State in the Union in re-

spect of population. It is an inland State, connected with

the ocean by Delaware Bay. The Alleghany Mountains

intersect it, rendering the surface hilly. The soil is

good, especially in the south, which is the most populous

part. Wheat is the staple.

Pennsylvania derives its chief importance from its valu-

able coal and iron mines and petroleum wells. It was

originally settled by Quakers, under the direction of

William Penn ; a considerable proportion of the inhabi-

tants, however, are of German origin, and still retain

their mother tongue.

PliihMtelphia (847,000), the largest city in the State,

and second largest in the Union, is built on a flat penin-

sula between the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers, and
is about 120 miles from the sea. It is the most regu-

larly built city on the continent, all the streets being

laid out at right angles. It contains many fine buildings

and extensive water-works, and carries on a large ship-

ping and inland trade. Harrisburg (30,800), on the

Susqiiehanna, is the capital. Pittsburg (156,400) is

situated on a peninsula between the Alleghany and

Jlonongahela Rivers, which here join and form the Ohio

River. It is at the head of steamboat navigation, and
the centre of the coal and iron region of Pennsylvania.

It possesses the most important iron manufactures in

the United States. Alleghany (78,500) does a large trade

in coal, iron, and glassware. BecuJing (43,000) and Lan-
caster (25,800) are thriving towns, chiefly peopled by Ger-

mans. Pottsville and other towns derive their importance

from the adjacent coal mines. Gettysburg was the scene

of a great battle between the Northern and Southern

forces in 1863. EiHe (27,700) is a considerable port on

Lake Eriei Scranton (46,000) is the centre of a large

trade in anthracite coal.

Delavrare, situated to the south of Delaware Bay, is a

small and unimportant State. Its surface is low and
sandy, and its population chiefly agricultural, but in the

northern part manufactures are carried on.

Wilmington (43,000), the largest town, is situated near

the mouth of the river Braudywine. It has numerous

manufactures and a considerable trade. Dover, near the

middle of the State, is the capital.

Maryland is the most northerly of the late Slave

States. In soil and surface it resembles Pennsylvania,

but the climate is warmer. Tobacco is its staple. Iron

and coal are found in the west.

Baltimore (332,000), the largest city in Maryland, is

situated on the Patapsco River, 14 miles from Chesapeake

Bay. It is well built, and possesses some fine monu-

ments. It is the commercial emporium for a large part

of the western trade. Fort McHenry is at the mouth of

the harbor. Annapolis, a small town on an arm of

Chesapeake Bay, is the capital. Frederick, Ilagerstoxcn,

and Cumberland are also important centres for local trade.

The District of Columbia is the seat of the United

States Government, and is under its direct control. It

was originally ten miles square, extending on both sides

of the Potomac, but the part in Virginia was given back

to that State, and the District is now confined to the 3Iary-

land side of the river. The inhabitants have no repre-

sentation in Congress.

Washington (147,300), the capital of the United States,

and the seat of the Federal Government, is situated on

the Potomac River, about 110 miles from its mouth, and
contains the finest public buildings in the United States,

viz. , the Capitol, Treasury, and Patent Office. The Presi-

dent, during his term of office, resides at the Wliite

House—the ofiicial residence of the head of the nation.

The city occupies a large space of ground, but it derives

its importance from being the seat of government.

SOUTHERN STATES.

The Southern States comprise :

States.

Virginia,
West Virginia,
North Carolina,
South Carolina,
Georgia, .

Florida, .

Alabama,
Mississippi,
Louisiana,
Texas, ,

Tennessee,
Kentucky,
Arkansas,

C/iiff Towns.

Richmond, Norfolk. Petersburg.
Wheeling, Charlefton.
Raleigh, Newbern, Wilmington.
Columbia, Charleston. Beaufort.
Atlanta, Savannah, Augusta.
Tallahassee, Pensacola
Montgomery, Mobile.
Jackson, Natchez, Vicksburg.
New Orleans. Baton Rouge.
Austin, Galveston. Houston.
N.ishville, Memphis. Knoxville.
Frankfort, Louisville, Lexington.
Little Rock.
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These together with Maryland and Missouri, were

formerly Slave States ; all of which, except Kentucky and

Maryland, seceded from the Union in 1861, A frightful

civil war then ensued, which lasted for nearly four years,

when they were forced hack into the Union, and slavery

was abolished. After a period of probation, their right

to representation in Congress was restored to them.

The country occupied by these States is intersected in

the north by the Alleghany Mountains, forming two.

parallel chains, called the Cumberland Mountains in

Kentucky and Tennessee, and the Blue Ridge in Vir-

ginia. They extend to the northern part of Alabama.

In the interior the surface is hillj', but along the coast it

is low and flat, forming vast and unhealthy swamps, as

the Dismal Swamp in Virginia, the Grcut Pedee Sicamp

>n South Carolina, and the Everglades in Florida. The
rivers to the east of the Alleghanies are of little commer-

eial importance. In the West the important rivers are the

Ohio, with its tributaries the Cumberland and Te7inessee,

flowing into the Mississippi ; and the Alabama River, flow-

ing into the Gulf of Mexico.

The coast-line is not so broken as in the north, but

numerous sand-banks and small islands line the coast.

The peninsula of Florida, terminated by Cape Sablf, juts

out in a remarkable manner, as if originally joined to

South America by means of the West India Islands. The
climate is hot, and in the most southerly States very un-

healthy, so that few white people can live on the planta-

tions in summer. Almost all the labor is carried on by

negroes. The soil is rich and productive ; cotton, rice,

sugar, tobacco, and Indian corn being the staples. Gold

is found in small quantities in North Carolina and
Georgia.

Virginia is one of the oldest States in the Union, and

the birthplace of many of the most celebrated men of

the United States. It possesses an extremely rich soil,

which, however, has been much exhausted by careless

cultivation. Tobacco is the great staple, and wheat and

cattle are also extensively raised. It is celebrated for

its picturesque scenery and natural wonders, such as

the Natural Bridge, etc. It was the scene of severe en-

gagements in the late civil war, and was devastated by
the troops of both North and South, until the eastern sec-

tion of the State became almost a desert.

The western part of Virginia, having owned the au-

thority of the Federal Government, was in 1862 formed
into a separate State.

Richmond (63,600), the capital of Virginia, is situated

on the James River, and carries on the principal trade. It

was the capital and army headquarters of the Confederate

States, and many bloody and obstinate battles were
fought near it. Norfolk (22,000) possesses a fine harbor,

and is the chief seaport. At Poi'tsmouth, opposite Nor-
folk, is the United States Navy Yard and Naval Hos-

pital. Petersburg is the chief centre of the tobacco trade.

Fredericksburg, Harper''s Ferry, and other places became
famous during the war. Wheeling (82,000), on the Ohio,

is a large manufacturing town, and the capital of West
Virginia. Charleston was formerly the capital.

North Carolina is densely covered with pine woods,

and exports large quantities of tar and turpentine. Grain

and cattle are raised in the western part of the State.

Its coast is almost enclosed by low sandy islands. Cape
Hatteras is one of the most dangerous points on the At-

lantic coast.

Raleigh, a small town near the centre of the State, is

the capital. Neicbern and Wilmington (17,400) are the

chief seaports.

South Carolina is an important and wealthy State, and
was the first to secede from the Union. The soil is very

fertile. The numerous islands along the coast produce

the best cotton, called sea-island cotton Rice is the

staple product of the lowlands, and cotton of the interior.

Charleston (50,000) is the largest city, and before the

war was almost the only one on the eastern coast of the

Southern States possessing direct trade with Europe. It

is an elegantly built city, and carries on a large trade in

cotton and rice. Columbia, near the centre of the State,

is the capital. Georgetaicn and Beaufort have a largo

trade.

Georgia is one of the largest and most populous of

the Southern States, producing vast quantities of cotton,

rice, and wheat.

Savannah (31,000), the largest c\\y, is situated on a

river of the same name, 17 miles from its mouth, and

carries on the principal trade of the State. Atlanta (37,-

400) is the capital. Augusta and Macon are important

towns with a large local trade. Columbus is the seat of

cotton manufacture.

Florida was formerly in the possession of Spain, but

was ceded to the United States in 1820, and became a

separate State in 1845. The country is low and flat, but

vegetation is most luxuriant. The coast-line, although

extending 1,200 miles, possesses few harbors, and is the

scene of many wrecks. The coral reefs on the south,

called the Florida Keys, are especially dangerous, owing

to the rapid current of the Gulf Stream.

Pensacola, on the Gulf of Mexico, has a fine harbor,

and a United States Navy Yard. Tallahassee is the capi-

tal. Apalachicola, at the mouth of the river of the same

name, is the chief commercial city of the State. St.

Augustine is a favorite resort for invalids, on account of

its delightful climate. Key West, one of the Florida

Keys, has a fine harbor.

Alabama is watered by several important rivers—the

Alabama, Tombigbee, and other streams—and produces

vast quantities of cotton.

Mobile (29,100), the largest city, is situated at the
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mouth of the. Mobile River, and carries on a large trade

in cotton, which is conveyed down the rivers from the

interior and from the adjoining States. Montgoincyy, near

-the centre, is the capital, and was for a short time the

capital of the Confederate States. Tuscaloosa and Ilants-

ville are also important towns.

Mississippi is the principal cotton State, and extends

along the east bank of the Mississii)pi River. Jackson

is the capital; Natchez (10,000) and Vkkshurg (15,000)

carry on the principal trade of the State. The latter is

noted for the long siege it withstood in 1803.

Louisiana is the principal State for the production of

sugar. Cotton is also extensively grown in the northern

part of the State. The country is very flat on both sides

of the Mississippi. To protect the land from being in-

undated, the river is kept between vast dykes or levees,

as they are called, which extend for about 300 miles

above New Orleans.

Louisiana formerly belonged to France, but was pur-

chased by the United States in 1803, along with the vast

territory extending from the Mississippi north-west to

the Pacific, for 15,000,000 dollars. The French language

is still used to some extent, and the laws are published

both in French and English.

New Orleans (215,000), the capital, and the largest

city in the South, is situated on the Mississii>pi River,

about 100 miles from its mouth. All the commerce of

that great river and its tributaries centres at New Orleans,

and the number of steamboats and flatboats crowding its

letee is enormous. It carries on a large foreign shipping

trade, and has a considerable population composed of

French and Spanish Creoles. Baton Rouge, formerly the

capital, and Alexandria are important centres of trade.

Texas is the largest State in the Union. Previous to

1835 it belonged to Mexico, but was conquered by the

United States in 1845 and 1846, and ceded to the latter

in 1848. The surface of the country is a rolling prairie,

intersected by niimerous rivers, and separated from Mex-
ico by the Rio Grande del Norte. The Brazos and Colo-

rado are the principal rivers. The products of the State

are sugar, cotton, and Indian corn. Vast herds of wild

cattle, buffaloes, and wild horses roam over the prairies.

Austin, the capital, is situated on the Colorado. Galveston

is the chief seaport, and Houston the former capital.

Matagorda and San Antonio de Bexar are important
towns.

Arkansas, a rapidly growing State, lies to the north of

Louisiana, and west of the Mississippi River. Cotton is

the chief product. It is intersected by the Arkansas and
other rivers. Little Bock is the capital of the State.

Tennessee and Kentucky are the great centres for the

production of Indian corn and tobacco ; Tennessee has
also valuable iron mines. Cattle are reared in vast num-
bers. The surface is mountainous or undulating, and

is well watered by large and navigable rivers. The soil ia

very productive.

Nashcille (44,000), the capital of Tennessee, is situated

on the Cumberland River. Memphis (33,200), on the Mis-

sissippi, and Knoxville are important commercial towns.

Frankfort, a small town, is the capital of Kentucky.

LouisriUe (123,800), on the Ohio, is the largest city, with

important manufactures and extensive trade. Covington

is the second largest city in Kentucky. Lexington is the

centre of a large and fertile district.

Slates.

Ohio,
Michigan,
Indiana, .

Illinois, .

Wisconsin,

WESTERN STATES.

The Western States comprise:

Chief Towns.

Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland, Toledo.
Detroit, Lansing, Grand Rapids.

. Indianapolis, Madison, Terre Haute.
Springfield, Chicatco, Alton.
Jlihvaukee, Madison, Green Bay.

Minnesota, . St. Paul. Minneapolis.
Iowa, . . Ues Moines, Davenport. Burlington, Dubuque.
Missouri, . St. Louis, Jeffer.son City.

Kansas, . . Topeka, Leavenworth.
California, . San Francisco, Sacramento City.

Oregon, . . Salem, Portland, Oregon City.
Nebraska, . Lincoln. Omaha.
Nevada, . . Carson City, Virjnnia City.

Colorado, . Denver, Pueblo.

The term Western States is generally' applied to those

lying west of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. The sur-

face of the country is in general composed of vast level

prairies, sometimes gently undulating, and thus called

rolling prairies. They are principally covered with tall

rank grass, forests only occurring in a few places between

the Rocky Mountains and the chain of the Pacific. These

praii'ies are admirably adapted for agriculture and pastu-

rage, requiring but little labor to raise wheat, Indian corn,

and other grains, in vast abundance. They are, however,

in many places, marshy and unhealthy, especially in the

neighborhood of rivers, the slope of the country being too

slight to carry off rapidly the superabundant moisture.

South of the Missouri the country is more hilly and
wooded. These States comprise the greater portion of

the vast plain drained by the Mississippi and its tributa-

ries. They are rich in minerals; gold, iron, lead, cop-

per, and salt being found in great abundance. They
have been chiefly peopled by settlers from the Eastern

States, Great Britain, and Germany.
Ohio is the most important of the Western States in

regard to population and commerce. In the western sec-

tion the prairies commence, but in the east it is well

wooded. The soil is fertile, producing wheat and Indian

corn in great abundance. Pork and wool are largely ex-

ported. Iron, coal, and salt are found in the south-east.

Cincinnati {^i^Q,000), one of the largest and most impor-

tant cities in the "West, is situated on the Ohio. It carries

on an extensive trade in pork and distilling. Columbus

(52,000), near the centre of the State, is the capitaL
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Cleveland (160,000), Sandusky (15,800), and ToUdo (50,-

100), on Lake Erie, have a large sliip]3ing and inland

trade. Dayton (39,000), Marietta, and Portsmouth are

important towns.

Michigan possesses the largest extent of lake-coast of

any State in the Union, being washed by Lakes Superior,

Michigan, Huron, and Erie. Lake Michigan is entirely

within the United States. It is connected with Lake

Huron by the Straits of Mackinaw, both shores of which

are in Michigan. The soil is fertile, wheat being the

staple. Lumbering is extensively carried on, and on the

shores of Lake Superior copper is found in great quan-

tities.

Detroit (116,300), on the Detroit River, opposite Wind-

sor, in Ontario, is the principal city, possessing an exten-

sive lake commerce. Lansing is the capital. Grand

Bajnds (32,000), Monroe, Saginaw, Ann Arbor, and ICal-

anuizoo are important towns, with a large local trade.

Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota,

all present the same general physical features, and re-

semble each other in their soil and productions. They

are composed chiefly of vast prairies (Minnesota and

Wisconsin being the only States which are at all wooded),

and are watered by the Mississippi and its tributaries.

The climate is dry, and warmer than in Canada, even in

those States which are in the same latitude. The princi-

pal products are wheat and Indian corn, though vast

quantities of cattle are reared for the eastern markets.

Iowa and Wisconsin have valuable lead mines. These

are comparatively new States, and are remarkable for the

rapidity with which they have been settled and brought

under cultivation.

The chief towns in Indiana : Indianajjolis (75,000), the

capital ; Tcrre Haute, Ecansi-ille, Madison, and JVew Al-

bany, are important centres of trade.

In Illinois, Chicago (503,000), on Lake Michigan, is the

largest city. It has been built chiefly since 1830, and has

risen with unparalleled rapidity into a large and elegant

city. It carries on an extensive commerce on the lakes,

and is the great centre of the grain-growing States. In

October, 1871, it was devastated by a fire which destroyed

one-half the city, with enormous loss of property, but

it has since been rebuilt and remarkably improved.

Springfield is the capital. Peoria (29,300), Alt<jn, and

Galena are important towns.

The chief towns in Iowa are Des Moines, the capital,

Davenport (21,800), Burlington, Dubuque, and Muscntine.

In Wisconsin, Mihcaukee (115,600), the largest city, is

another example of rapid growth and prosperity. It has

been built principally since 1830, possesses a fine harbor

on Lake Michigan, and does a large trade on the lakes.

Madison is the capital. Racine and Green Bay are rising

towns. Superior City is at the extreme west end of Lake

Superior.

In Minnesota, St. Paul (42,000), the capital, is at tha

head of Mississippi navigation. Minneapolis (46,900) is

the largest town. Duluth is at the western end of Lake

Superior.

Missouri is a large and important State, intersected by
the Missouri River, which joins the Mississippi at St.

Louis. Its surface is level, consisting of extensive prai-

ries, with a very fertile soil. It is especially rich in

minerals, chiefly iron, lead, coal, and salt. The Iron

Mountain in Missouri is an immense mass of almost pure

iron. Corn, hemp, and tobacco grow abundantly in this

State, and vast herds of cattle are reared on the prairies.

Si. Louis (351,000), on the Mississippi, is the principal

centre of trade for the hunters and traders whose opera-

tions extend to the Rocky Mountains. It has also a large

trade on the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. Jefferson

City, near the centre of the State, is the capital. St.

Geneviere, Lndependence, etc., are rising towns.

Kansas is a new but rapidly rising State, lying to the

west of Missouri, with fertile prairie lands in the east,

but barren in the west. The chief towns are LeaTen-

tcorth, Lecompfon, and Laicrence ; and near them is

Topeka, the capital.

California, on the Pacific coast, is celebrated for its

rich gold and silver mines, discovered in 1849. Previous

to that time it was almost uninhabited, except by In-

dians. It now contains 864,700 inhabitants. The coun-

try is mountainous, lying mainly between the parallel

chains of the Pacific ranges. The mountains are gener-

ally covered with magnificent timber, and contain groves

of enormous trees, many of which measure from twenty

to thirty feet in diameter. Gold is chiefly found on the

west side of the Sierra Nevada mountains. Quicksilver

is also found. The soil is very productive, wheat and

Indian corn being extensively cultivated. Good wine is

alsa made in considerable quantities.

San Francisco (234,000), the largest city, and capital

of California, is situated on a bay of the same name. Its

commerce is enormous, it being the principal commercial

emporium of the Pacific coast. Oakland (35,000), Sac-

ramento, in the gold regions, San Jose, Los Angelos, and

Stockton are important towns.

Oregon is a new State, lying to the north of California,

on the Pacific coast. It is mountainous, and covered with

magnificent forests. The coast is rocky, and has few

good harbors. The soil is very fertile between the moun-

tains and the coast. It contains as yet but a small popu-

lation, which is principally settled in the valley of the

Willamette, between the Cascade range and the Pacific

Ocean. Salem, on the Willamette, is the capital ; Port-

land and Oregon City are the chief towns.

Nebraska, Nevada, and Colorado are recently settled

States, lately admitted into the Union. Nebraska is a

prairie country ; but Nevada and Colorado are mountain-
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ous, aud are important for their valuable gold and silver

mines.

In Nebraska are : Lincoln, the capital, and OmaJin

(31,000).

In Nevada are : Carson City, the capital, and Virginia

City, with its celebrated silver mines.

In Colorado are : Denver (3G,000>, the capital and prin-

cipal city, and Pueblo, a growing town.

TERRITORIES OF THE UNITED STATES.

The Territories of the United States are under the

direct control of Congress until they become sufficiently

populous to entitle them to be formed into independent

States. They are ten in number, including Alaska

:

Washington

.

Idaho.
Dakotn.
Indiai;.

Utah.
Jlontana.

New Mexico.
Arizona.

Alaska.
Wyoming.

The country embraced in these Territories generally

resembles that of the adjacent States. Those to the east

of the Rocky Mountains are level prairie lauds. Those

to the west are more mountainous, or consist of higli

table-lands, such as Utah. In Washington Territory the

country is covered with magnificent forests ; but along

the Rocky Mountains, on each side, is a vast, barren

tract, almost destitute of fresh water, which extends its

area into Utah, New Mexico, and Arizona.

Washington Territory lies between British Columbia

and Oregon. Olympiu, at the head of Puget Sound, is

the capital.

Idaho, Montana, and Dakota adjoin the North-west

Territory' of Canada, and are as yet thinly peopled. Their

capitals are respectively Boise City, Helena, and Yankton.

Pemhina, in the north-east corner of Dakota, on the Red
River, is the nearest point of communication with Mani-

toba, and a railway connects it with Winnipeg.

Arizona and Neixr Mexico adjoin Mexico, and are

moitntainous and rich in minerals, particularly those of

gold and silver. Prescott is the capital of Arizona ; and

Santa Fe, on the great south-west overland route, the

capital of New Mexico.

Wyoming is traversed by the Union Pacific Railway,

to which it owes most of its progress. It is mountainous,

and contains valuable coal mines. Cheyenne City, the

capital, and Laramie, both stations on the railway, are

the principal towns.

The Indian Territory is a portion of land set apart for

the Indians who have been deported from the more set-

tled States. The tribes represented are Cherokees, Creeks,

Choctaws, and Seminoles.

Utah contains the famed Great Salt Lake, near which
is Salt Lake City (20,000), the chief town and settlement

of the Mormons. It has been made by irrigation the

centre of a fertile district, and round it are a number of

small villages, also peopled by the Mormons.
Alaska, formerly Russian America, comprises the

north-west corner of the continent of North America,

and is separated from the Dominion of Canada by the

141st degree of west longitude. A chain of volcanic

mountains extends from Mount St. Elias through the

peninsula of Alaska aud the Aleutian Isles. The Yukon
River, rising in the Rocky Mountains, flows north-west

and west through the centre of the country, and falls

into Behring Strait. The Colville River flows north into

the Arctic Ocean.

It is an inhospitable region, valuable only for its furs,

which the natives barter at the several factories along

the coast, the chief of which is Sitka, formerly New
Archangel, on Sitka Island. The inhabitants are Eski-

mos and Indians, who lead a wandering and barbarous

life, and subsist by hunting and fishing.

This Territory was purchased by the United States from

Russia, in 18G7.

MEXICO.
Area, 751,000 square miles; four times tlie .=:ze of Quebec ; jiopulation,

0,577,000 ; persons to square mile, 1.3,

The United States of Mexico are bounded on the

north by the United States ; on the west by the Pacific

Ocean ; on the south by the Pacific Ocean and Central

America ; and on the east by the Gulf of Mexico.

Mexico consists of twenty-.seven States, one Territory,

and one Federal district, united under a government

formed like that of the United States.

The surface is for the most part a high plateau, from

6,000 to 8,000 feet above the sea. It is subject to vol-

canic eruptions and earthquakes. The Rocky Mountains

are continued through Mexico under the name of the

Cordilleras. These are highest in the south, where the

lofty volcanoes Orizaba and Popocatepetl rise to the

height of 17,373 and 17,884 feet respectively.

The principal rivers are the Eio Grande, which forms

the north-eastern boundary, and flows into the Gulf of

Mexico, and the Santiago, flowing into the Pacific

Ocean.

The coast-line of Mexico is more broken on the Pacific

than on the Gulf of Mexico. The principal gulfs are

those of Mexico, Campeachy, and Ccdifornia ; the latter

extending 700 miles between the peninsula of Lower

California and the mainland, and meeting the Colorado

River from the United States.

The principal capes are CatocJie, Corrientes, and San
Lucas.

Mexico possesses the temperatures and climates of the

three zones. On the coast it is hot and unhealthy, grad-

ually becoming milder towards the high plateau in the

interior ; on the higher mountains it is cold, and th:

snow never melts. Its productions are varied. Indian

corn forms the principal staple ; and, besides that,
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coffee, cocoa, sugar, indigo, and the maguey, from which
pulque, the fa\-orite drink of the lower classes, is made,
are extensively cultivat-ed. On the coast all the tropical

fruits, and on the high lauds all the European grains,

flourish. Yucatan exports mahogany and logwood.

The cochineal insect, yielding a valuable dye, is largely

exported. Immense herds of cattle, horses, and mules
are reared on the northern prairies. It is also rich in

minerals ; and, previous to the revolution of 1821, its

mines produced nearly 25,000,000 dollars of silver an-

nually. Tliey are not now so productive. Iron, copper,

lead, and quicksilver are also found. The inhabitants

are comjjosed of native whites or Creoles, Indians, and
mixed races of whites, Indians, and negroes. The In-

dians of the south are comparatively civilized, and live

in villages ; in the north they are savage, and are contin-

ually at war with each other and with the white in-

habitants.

Mexico was first conquered by the Spaniards, under
Cortez, in 1521. At that time it consisted of an extensive

empire under a regular government. The people were
the most civilized on the continent ; and many interesting

monuments still remain to show their ancient grandeur.

The chief of these is the pyramid of Cholula, 70 miles

east of Mexico, which is a lofty mound, covering a larger

area than any of the great pyramids of Egypt. The col-

onists threw off the Spanish yoke in 1821, and in 1823

established a republic. -Since then they have been almost

continually engaged in intestine feuds. In 1845-48, dur-

ing the war with the United States, Mexico lost Texas and
the northern part of the territory which now forms the

State of California, and the territories of Utah, New
Mexico, and Arizona. In 1861, France, England, and
Spain sent an expedition against Mexico, in order to in-

demnify themselves for losses sustained by their subjects

in that country. England and Spain withdrew their

forces, but the French, not satisfied, conquered the greater

part of the country, and induced the Archduke Maximil-

ian of Austria to accept the title of Emperor. So long

as the French army occupied the country, Maximilian
retained his position and title, but in 1867, when the

French troops were withdrawn, the Emperor, after a brave

but futile struggle, was taken prisoner and shot by the

Republican forces. The government is now in form re-

publican.

Owing to the hitherto unsettled state of the country,

educational progress and material advancement have
been slow. 'The Roman Catholic is the only religion tol-

erated.

Mexico (242,000), the principal city, is beautifully situ-

ated in a fertile plain, about 7,500 feet above the sea. It

is an elegant city, adorned with fountains and magnificent

churches. About 50 miles south-east, amid numemus
oeaks, rises the volcano Popocatepetl, or Smoking Moun-

tain. Vera Cruz (10,000), to the east of the capital, is

the principal port. Its harbor is poor, and the situation

low and iinhealthy. In going from Vera Cruz to Mexico,
the traveller passes through several distinct zones of vege-

tation, from the tropical on the coast to the temperate on
the plains. La Puebla (65,000) and Guadalajara (68,000)

are important towns. Matamoras (20,000), near the

mouth of the Rio Grande, Tampko, and Cauq^eachy are

the principal ports on the east, and Acapulco and Ma-
zatlan on the west; Guanajuatu {hQ,()(}(y), Zacatecas (IQ,-

000), and San Luis Potosi (34,000) are in the centre of

the richest silver mines. Mericla (30,000) is the capital of

Yucatan.

CENTRAL AMERICA.
Area, 180,000 square miles ; about the size of Quebec

; population,

2,567,000 ;
persons to square mile, 14.

Central America is the name generally given to that

portion of North America lying between Mexico and

South America, and which forms an isthmus between the

two continents.

It is composed of five independent States and one Brit-

ish colony

:

states.

Guatemala,
San Salvador,
Honduras,
Nicaragua,
Costa Eica,
British Honduras,

Chief Toicns,

New Guatemala.
San Salvador.
Tegucigalpa, Truxillo.
Leon, Managua.
San .Jos6.

Belize.

Central America resembles Mexico in climate, produc-

tions, religion, and institutions. it consists of a high

plateau, from which rise numerous volcanoes. Earth-

quakes and volcanic eruptions are frequent and destruc-

tive. Most of the principal towns are situated on the

inland plateau ; on the coast the settlements are un-

healthy. The inhabitants are chiefly Indians, or a mixed

race of Indians, Negroes, and Spaniards.

These republics formerly belonged to Spain, but in

1821 they declared themselves independent; and since

then they have been the scene of almost continual war

and strife. In 1823, they formed themselves into a con-

federation as the United States of Central America, but in

1839 the union was dissolved, and they are now all inde-

pendent States.

The soil is rich and fertile, and, as in Mexico, combines

the productions of the tropical with those of the temper-

ate zone. The chief exports are mahogany, logwood, in-

digo, cochineal, cocoa, sarsaparilla, etc.

The Isthmus of Panama, at the southern extremity of

these States, belonging to Colombia, in South America, is

traversed by a railway, which affords direct communica-

tion between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

Several schemes have been proposed for the construe-



EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is the area of Mexico? Population? Size? Capital? How

is Mexico bounded? What mountains are there in Mexico? Name the

principal rivers, and trace them on the map. Name the principal gulfs,

and state where they are situated. Name the principal capes, and say

where they are situated. When and by whom was Mexico first

conquered? What was the state of the country and people at that time?

What has happened in Mexico during this century? Describe the

principal towns. Where are they situated? What is the area of Central

America? Population? Size? Describe Central America. Describe

the soil, products, and exports. Of what States is it composed? What
is their political condition? Describe British Honduras and its chief

town. How is it situated? Describe the chief towns of Guatemala.
San Salvador. Honduras. Nicaragua. Costa Rica. How are they

situated? What is the area of the West India Islands? Their popula-

tion ? Describe them. How are they divided ? To whom do they

belong? How have th^y been formed? Describe the coast, describe

the climate, productions, animals, &c. How is the population com-
posed? What did the British Government do for the slaves? What is

the extent of the British West India Islands? Population? How are

they divided? Name them, and point them out on the map. Describe

the Bahamas. How are t'ney situated ? The chief islands? Describe

Jamaica. How is it situ:ited? What mountains does it contain?

Describe its products. What are the chief towns? Describe the Lee-

ward Islands. How are they situated ? What are the principal islands,

and their chief towns ? Describe the Windward Islands. How are they

situated? Describe Trinidad. What remarkable lake, &c., does it

contain? What is its chief town? Describe the Bermudas. Where are

they situated ? What is the principal island and town, and for what is

it useful ? Which are the Spanish West India Islands? How are they

situated? Population? Size? Describe Cuba. Its productions, soil,

climate, &c. Which are its chief towns? Describe Puerto Rico. Its

chief town. Describe Hayti. How is it situated? What are the chief

towns? What islands belong to France? Where are they situated?

What are their chief towns? What islands belong to Holland? What
are their chief towns 1 What islands belong to Denmark 'I

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
What large gulf is on the west of Mexico ? What is the southern

point of the peninsula of Lower California called? What river separates
Mexico from Texas? Which Central American States adjoin Mexico?
What large gulf is on the east of Mexico ? Which are the principal ports
on the Gulf of Mexico? On the Pacific Ocean? In what direction from
the city of Mexico is Vera Cruz? Mazatlan ? Acapulco? Between
what States is the Isthmus of Panama? What gulf lies to the east of
Yucatan? What is the eastern point of Honduras called? Which are
tlie principal Central American ports on the Caribbean Sea? On the
Pacific Ocean? In what direction from Aspinwall is Jamaica? New

Orleans? New York? In what zone are the Central American States

What sea is between the West India Islands and Central America?
Which is the largest of the West India Islands? In what position is

Jamaica from Cuba? From Trinidad? Which island is nearest to

Yucatan? Which group is most northerly? Which most southerly?

In what direction is Havana from Key West? St Thomas from

Kingston, Jamaica? What islands are near San Domingo? Among
what groups of islands are the French Islands? The Danish Islands?

How is Trinidad separated from South America on the West? In what
groups are bt Kitts, Nevis, Barbadoes, Barbuda?
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tion o^ a ship-canal from the Caribbean Sea to the Pacific

through the Isthmus of Panama or by way of Lake Nica-

rat'ua, and at last one of the many projects is about to be

realized. Tlie San Juan River has its outlet in the

Caribbean Sea, 180 miles distant from the Pacific.

Bnti-sh Hondtiras is a British colony. It exports large

quantiti'-.^ of mahogany. Belize, the capital, is an impor-

tant doput for British goods.

The Mosquito Coast extends along the east of Hon-

duras and Nicaragua, from Cape Gracias a Dios to the

mouth of the San Juan River. It was formerly under

the protectorate of Britain, but since 1800 it has formed

part of Nicaragua.

New Guatemala (50,000) is the largest city in Central

America. Old Oudtcuiiih', once a magnificent city, was

almost destroyed by a volcanic eruption, and afterwards,

iu 1773, by an earthriuake ; in consequence, most of the

inhabitants removed from it, and founded the new city.

San Salvador (20,000), near the Pacific coast, is the

centre of the indigo-producing country. The city was

nearly destroyed by an earthquake in 18.14.

Tcf/>'ci;/i(lp(i (10,000) is the capital, and Trv.vlllo the

seaport, of Honduras.

Leon (25,000) is the largest city, and Managua (10,000)

is the capital, of Nicaragua. Stin Juffji, or Greytoicn,

was bombarded by a United States force in 1854.

San Jose (12,000) is the capital of Costa Hica.

WEST INDIA ISLANDS.
Area, 94.400 square miles; population, 4,61T.000 ; or nearly 50 persons

to a square mile.

The West India Islands form an extensive archi-

pelago, reaching from the peninsula of Florida, in North

America, to the delta of the Orinoco, in Soiith America,

and enclosing the Caribbean Sea. They comprise nearly

1,000 islands, most of them small uninhabited rocks.

They are usiially divided into three groups—the Bahamas,

and the Greater and Lesser Antilles ; the latter incl%ie

the Virgin Islands in the north, the Windward Islands in

the south, and the Leeward Islands between.

They all belong to European Powers, except Hayti,

which is independent, and Margarita and a few small

islands along the coast, which belong to Venezuela, in

South America. They are in general mountainous, the

largest being traversed by ranges of a considerable height.

In the Lesser Antilles there are many volcanoes, and
earthquakes are frequent. Most of the small islands

have been formed by submarine volcanoes.

The climate is hot and unhealthy, though modified by
the sea and land breezes on the coast, and by the height of

the mountains in the interior. Like most tropical coun-

tries, there is a wet and a dry season : violent hurricanes

occur from Autjust to October.

The islands .are celebrated for their rich products.

Every variety of tropical fruits and spices, such as oranges,

pineapples, bananas, ginger, etc., grows in abundance,

and the forests produce valuable cabinet woods. The

sugar-cane and coffee form the great staple products ; the

first yielding sugar, rum, and molasses. Tobacco, indigo,

pepper, and various spices are extensively cultivated.

No wild animals are found ; but birds and insects are

beautiful and numerous. Turtles are found on the coasts.

The population consists chiefly of negroes and mixed

races, the whites numbering only about one-sixth of the

whole. The negroes are slaves, except in the British

and French islands. The Imperial Government in 1834

paid 100,000,000 dollars to free the slaves on the British

Islands.

BRITISH ISLANDS.
Area, 1.j,Jj20 square miles; three-foiivths the size of Nova Scotia;

population, l,-:20U,nOii.

The British Islands comprise all the Bahamas, Ja

maica, in the Greater Antilles, and the principal Islands

of the Lesser Antilles. They are formed into five sepa-

rate Governments, as follows

:

Chief Totcns.

1. Bahamas, Nassau.
2. Jamaica Kingston. Spanish Town.
3. Leeward Islands, comprising :

Tortola Tortola.

Anegada, ami Virgin Gorda, . Roailtown.
AnguiUa Anguilla.

Barbuda Bailniila.

St. Christopher (St. Kitts), . Bas.scterre.

Nevis, Charlestown.
Antigua St. John.
Montserrat, .... Plymouth.
Dominica Roseau.

4. Windward Islands, comprising :

St. Lucia Castries.

St. Vincent, .... Kingston.
Barbadoes, Bridgetown.
Grenadines (cluster of small islands).

Grenada, St. George.
Tobago, Scarborough.

5. Trinidad, Port of Spain.

Bermudas, Hamilton.

1. The Bahamas (43,500) are the most northerly of the

West India Islands, and comprise about 500 islands, few

of which are inhabited. They are generally low, bar-

ren, and rocky, and surrounded by coral reefs. The Gulf

Stream sweeps through the channel between Florida and

the Great Bahama Bank, from which most of the Bahama
Islands rise, at the rate of five miles an hour, rendering

navigation dangerous. The principal islands are : Ba-

hama, which gives its name to the group ; JS^eic Providence,

on which is situated Nassau (7,000), the capital; San Sal'

rndor, the first land reached by Columbus.

2. Jamaica (500,000), the largest and most valuable of

the British Islands, is nearl}- three times the size of

Prince Edward Island. It was taken from Spain in 1655.

The Blue Moinitai)is, rising above 7,000 feet in height,

and covered with forests, traverse the island from east

to west. The country is well watered by small streams
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Its products are sugar, rum, coffee, and sp^es, which are
j

chiefly exported to Britain. Kingston (35, (.00), the capi-
;

tal, is situated on the north side of Port Royal, a fine

harbor, which is well defended. It carries on a large

shipping trade, and is connected by railway with Spanish

Town, the former capital, ten miles distant.

8. lieeward Islands (118,000). Antigua is the princi-

pal island, of which St. John (18,700) is the capital, and

seat of government. St. Christoplier has a fertile soil.

Basseterre (7,000), its principal town, and Roseau. (5,000),

the chief town of Dominica, export sugar, rum, and

molasses.

4. The Windward Islands (285,000) are the most

easterly and southerly of the West India Islands. Bar-

badoes, the oldest British settlement, is densely peopled:

it has 1,035 persons to the square mile. Bridgetoicn

(21,000), me largest toVrn, is the capital and seat of gov-

ernment. In St. Vincent is the volcano of Morne Garou.

Kingston (5,500), its chief town, carries on an extensive

trade. St. George, in Grenada, Castries, in St. Lucia, and

Scarborough, in Tobago, are important towns.

5. Trinidad (153,128) is the most southerly of the

West India Islands, and, next to Jamaica, is the largest

of the British Islands. It is separated from Venezuela by

the Gulf of Paria. It is distinguished for its fertility and

beautiful scenery, and is covered with valuable forests.

On the south-west promontory is a lake of asphalt, or

piich, a mile and a half in diameter, and of unknown
depth : near it are a number of remarkable mud vol-

canoes. The exports are cocoa, sugar, and molasses.

Port of Spain (32,000), on the west coast, is the capital.

The Bermudas (14,000) are a group of small coral

islands, nearly 400 in number, of which only five are in-

habited. They lie in the Atlantic, about G50 miles east

of South Carolina. They are celebrated for their de-

lightful climate, and are the favorite resort of invalids.

The chief products are potatoes and arrowroot. Long

Island is the largest of the group, and contains Hamil-

ton, the capital, with 3,000 inhabitants. GeorgeUncn, on

St. George's Man^T, has a good harbor, is well fortified,

and is an important British naval station.

SPANISH ISLANDS.
Area, 49,500 square miles ; about the size of New Brunswick and Nova

Scotia ; population, 2,056,000.

The Spanish Islands are Cuba, Isla de Piuos, and

Puerto Rico.

Cuba (1,395,000) is the largest and most important of

all the West India Islands. It is 760 miles long, and

about 60 broad, and is traversed by an extensive chain

of mountains from east to west, covered with valuable

cabinet woods. The soil is fertile, especially in the val-

leys in the north, producing sugar, coffee, and the finer

tobaccos. It possesses valuable copper mines in the east.

Its climate is delightfiil, and hurricanes rarely occur.

A large proportion of the inhabitants are negro slaves.

Havana (230,000) is the capital and largest city, and
possesses a magnificent harbor. It carries on a large

trade, and is famed for its cigars. It in elegantly built

:

the cathedral contains the remains of Cohimbus. The
city is connected by railway with Matanzas (36,000), a

considerable seaport, as is also Santiago (35,000). Puerto

Principje (33,000) i.s situated in the interior.

Puerto Rico lies to the east of Hayti. It has a beauti-

fully diversified surface, well wate»'ed, and fertile. It

exports chieflj' sugar, coffee, and M)bacco. San Juan
(15,000), on the north coast, is the capital.

Hayti, or St. Domingo (about 750,000), lying to the

east of Cuba and Jamaica, is the second in size of the

West India Islands. For many yeai's it was owned jointly

by France and Spain ; but in 1791, during the French

Revolution, the negroes expelled the French, formed a

republic of their own, and were declared independent

in 1800. The Spaniards held possession till 1821. Both

portions now form the separate independent republics

of Hayti and Dominica. The island is fertile, producing

sugar, tobacco, cocoa ; but commerce has been almost de-

stroyed by the unsettled state of the country. Area,

29,829 square miles.

Port ait Prince (27,000) is the capital of Hayti, and

Cape Hayticn a large and important town.

St. Domingo (16,000) is the capital of Dominica, and

is remarkable as having been the first city founded by

the Spaniards in America. Santiago is a large and im-

portant town. Samaria, on the north-east coast, has one

of the finest natural harbors in the world.

The French Islands comprise :

Martinique, Guadalonpe, Marie Galante, Les Sdntes,

Desirade, the northern part of St. Martin, and St. Bar'

tholomew.

St. Pierre (20,000) is the capital, and Port Royal the

seaport of Martinique. Guadaloupe contains the volcano

La Sovffriere, or Sulphur Mountain. Basseterre is the

capital, and Point-d-Pitre the largest town.

St. Bartholomew lies between Barbuda and St. Martin.

It formerly belonged tu Sweden, but was ceded to France

in 1878. It is a dependency of Guadaloupe.

The Dutch Islands comprise :

St. Eustatius, Saba, the southern part of St. Martin,

and Los Roques, Buen Ayre, Curafoa, and Oruba.

St. Eustatius, on the island of the same name, and

^Yillemstadt, on Curaqoa, aro tho principal towns.

The Danish Islands comprise :

St. Thomas, St. John, and Santa Cruz.

St. Thomas, on the island of the same name, is the

principal station for the West India mail-steamers.
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OUTH AMERICA

EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is the area of South America? Extent?

i Population ? What does South America comprise?
How may it be divided? Describe the divisions.

Describe ihe Andes. Describe their appearance in the

; tlifferent countries. Name the principal rivers. Trace
'i their courses on the map. Describe the Ame.zon, La
Plata, Orinoco. Describe the coast-line of .South

America. Name the principal gulfs, bays, straits, &c.
Where are they situated? Nam" the principal islands,

, and point them out on the map ' Where are they situ-

' ated? Describe the soil, vegetabl-.5^)roductions-, state of

ihecountrj'. Describe the animal? minerah, and where
;
they are fcund. What was the condition of Peru when
first conquered? Describe the jn-ssent inhabitants.

How is South America divided ? What is the area of
New Granada? Population? Size? Capital? Where
is it situated, and how bounded? What are found on

:! the llanos? What minerals are found? For what is

j Panama famous ? Describe the chief towns. What is

fj the area of Venezuela? Population? Size? Capital?
J Of what did it formerly compose part? Describe the

2^ surface, climate, &c. Describe Lake Maracaybo. De-
scribe the chief towns. What is the area of Ecuador?
Population ? .Size ? Capital ? From what does it

receive its name? Where is it situated, and how
bounded? Describe the celebrated volcanoes it con-

tains. What islands belong to Eucador? Describe the

chief towns. What is the area of Guiana? Popula-
tion ? Size? Where is it situated, and how bounded?
Describe British Guiana, Its chief town. Its inhabk
tants. Describe Dutch Guiana. Its capital. Describe
French Guiana. Its capital. What is the area of Brazil

Population? Size? Capital? To whom did it formerly
Delong ? What are its principal rivers? For what is the

. valley of the Amazon celebrated? Describe the climate,

products, minerals, and where they are found. Describe
the chief towns. Where are they situated ? For what
noted? What is the area of Peru? Population? Size?

I'apital? Where is it situated, and how bounded? De-
scribe the products. Minerals. What islands belong to

Peru? For what are they famous? Describe the chief

towns. What is the area of Bolivia? Population? Size?

Capital? Where is it situated, and how is it bounded?
What is the area of Chili? Population? Size? Capitall
Where is it situated, and how bounded? How far does
it extend? What is its breadth? How many miles

high is it? Describe the climate. Soil. Productions.

Seasons. Minerals. Trade. Describe the chief towns.

Where are they situated ? What is the area of La Plata f

Population? Size? Capital? Describe the surface.

Which is the largest of the pampas? What do the

"Pampas supply? Describe Buenos AjTes. Describe

the chief towns. Where are they situated? What is

the area of Paraguay? Population? Capital? How
was it formerly governed ? What is the area of Uru-
guay? Population? Size? Capital? Describe its

capital. Where is it situated? Where is Patagonia

situated? What is known of it ? Describe Tierra del

Fuego. Its inhabitants. Describe Cape Horn. De-

scribe the Falkland Islands. Where are they situated?

_: What is their population?

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
How is South America joined to North America ? What oceans and

sea wash the shores of South America? What rivers flow into the

Atlantic? Into the Caribbean Sea ? Do any rivers flow into the Pacific ?

What is the cause of this? In what zone is the greater part of South
America situated ? Which is the largest country ? Which is entirely in

the interior? What is the southern point of South America called?
What strait divides the most southern part of South America jfrom the

mainland ? What islands lie to the east of the Strait of Magellan ?

What is the north-eastern point of South America called? WKal river

flows through New Granada? For what is the north-western part of
New Granada important? What large river flows through Xeaezv.cls'1

What important island belonging to Britain lies on the north ea.st of
;

-enezuela? What countries adjoin Venezuela? What large "ulf is on i

the north-west? What countries adjoin Ecuador? Guiana? Brazil?

On what ocean is Ecuador situated? Guiana? Brazil? What river

separates Ecuador from Peru ? What great rivers flow through Brazil?
To whom does the largest portion of Guiana belong? How is Rio

1

Janeiro situated ? How is Bahia situated? Pemambuco? Quito? In
what direction from Rio Janeiro is Bahia? Cayenne? Quito? On
what ocean are Peru and Chili situated? How is Peru separated from

!

Bolivia? Chili from La Plata? What countries adjoin Bolivia? What
are the principal cities on the Pacific coast? Are Peru, Bolivia, and
Chili north or south of the equator? In what direction from Valparaiso

is Lima? Chuquisaca? Rio Janeiro? What celebrated island lies to

the west of Chili ? What valuable islands lie to the west of Peru ? What
seaport town has Bolivia? Has it any other seaports. In what zone is

it? What countries adjoin La Plata? How is it separated from Uru-
guay? From Brazil? From Paraguay? From Chili? Which country
occupies the most southern part of South America? How is Buenos
Ayres situated ? How is Monte Video situated ? In what directio.T from
Buenos Ayres is Rio Janeiro? Valparaiso? Callao? Asuncion? San-
tiago? What is the southern coast of Chili remarkable for? Which is

the largest island? In what direction from the capital is Valparaiso?

What .States are crossed by the equator? Which are north of the

equator? Which are south? .'\re any of them in the temperate zone?

What cities lie near the equator? What States are crossed Dy the tropic

of Capricorn ? Which States are in the torrid zone ? What island is at

the mouth of the Amazon? What cities are on the La Plata River?

On the Parana? In what State does the Amazon rise? The Orinoco J

The Paraguay ?
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SOUTH AMERICA.
Area, 6,850,000 square miles; greatest extent from north to south, 4,600 miles ; and from east to west, 3,200 miles

;
popula-

tion, 29,350,000 ;
persona to square mile, 4.

South America comprises the southern portion of the

American continent from the Isthmus of Panama. It is

bounded on the north by the Caribbean Sea ; on the west

by the Pacific Ocean ; on the south by the Antarctic

Ocean'", and on tlie east by the Atlantic Ocean.

Like the Northern Continent, South America may be

divided into four great regions, besides the narrow strip of

land between the Andes and the Pacific, viz. : the north-

eastern slope, or valley of the Orinoco ; the great central

plain, or valley of the Amazon, extending from the Andes

on the Pacific coast to the Atlantic Ocean, across the widest

part of the continent ; the Atlantic slope from the moun-
tains of Brazil eastward ; and the south-eastern slope, or

valley of La Plata, consisting chiefly of vast pampas or

desert plains.

The great chain of the Anrfes, over 4,000 miles in

length, extends from the extreme north to the southern

point of the continent, parallel with the Pacific coast,

from which it is never more than 200 miles distant. The
Andes are only exceeded in height by a few peaks of the

Himalayas, but even these they surpass in the vast ex-

tent and size of their rugged masses. In the north they

consist of three parallel chains, soaring to their greatest

height when they unite in the high table-lands of Quito,

in Ecuador, which are 6,000 feet above the sea. Here
they form a mass of active volcanoes from 18,000 to

20,000 feet above the sea, their summits covered with

perpetual snow. Amongst these are Chimborazo (20,650)

;

Cotopaxi, the most dreaded volcano ; Antisana, and

others. They then extend south in two parallel chains,

enclosing Lake Titicaca, which is 12,540 feet above the

sea, and 125 miles in length, and discharges into a

smaller lake, which has no apparent outlet. On the

table-lands between Bolivia and Peru they form another

group of immense peaks of nearly equal height, compris-

ing Illimani, Sorata, Sahama, Arequipa, and others. From
here they extend southwards in one chain, till, from cov-

ering an area 400 miles in breadth, they gradually narrow

down to 20 in Patagonia. The highest summits in the

whole range are Sorata in Bolivia, 21,470 feet, Sahama,

also in Bolivia, 22,350 feet, and Aconcagua, near Yalpa-

rai.so, in Chili, 22,422 feet high, the highest peak in

America.

In the north-east are the parallel chains of the Parimc

and Acarai Mountains, rising to an elevation of from 7,000

to 10,000 feet. To the east, in Brazil, there are several

chains of mountains, generally stretching from north to

south, but not of any great height.

In the Andes are the sources of some of the greatest

rivers in the world. The Amazon rises in Peru, receives

on the north bank the Niipo, Piitiimayo, Tapura, and

Negro—the latter forming a remarkable connection with

the Orinoco, by means of the Cassiquiure Riter; and on the

south bank, the Ucayali, Punts, Madeira, Tapajos, and

X/'ngu ; and flows into the Atlantic by an estuary 180

miles wide at its mouth, after a course of over 4,000 miles.

It is navigable to the mouth of the Ucayali, over 2,000
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miles, and up most of its affluents for the greater part of

their courses. On the 3Iadeira are remarkable falls.

The tide flows into tlie Amazon as far as 550 miles from

tts mouth, and at spring tides is headed by a bore, or tidal

wave, which frequently swamps any boats on the river.

The La Plata is formed by the junction of the Unitjuay

and Parana Ricers, rising in the high table-lands of Bra-

zil, the latter receiving from the west the Salado, and

Paraguay, which also has several large tributaries. La

Plata is 2,400 miles long, and is navigable for large ves-

sels for 1,300 miles. At Buenos Ayres, 200 miles from its

mouth, it is 80 miles wide.

The Orinoco rises in the Parime Mountains, and flows,

by a number of mouths, into the Atlantic, a little south

of the Island of Trinidad. Its length is about 1,600

miles, and it is navigable for more than half this dis-

tance. The Orinoco connects with the Eio Xegro and

Amazon by the Camqumre River, forming a complete

chain of inland navigation.

The other important rivers are the Magclalena, flowing

into the Caribbean Sea ; the EssequiJio, Para (with its

affluent the Tocaniins), Paranahyba, and San Francisco

in the north, and the Colorado and Xegro in the. south,

flowing into the Atlantic. The Para may be considered

as an arm of the Amazon, separating Marajo Island from

the mainland.

West of the Andes there are no rivers of any conse-

quence, the moiiutains being near to the coast, and the

intervening country generally hot and dry.

South America is very compact, the coast-line being

almost unbroken. The principal capes are on the east

coast

—

Gallinas, Si. Roque, Frio, St. Antonio; and Horn,

at the southern extremity.

The bays, straits, etc. , are few iu number. The chief

are

:

The Gulfs of Darien, Kai'ox^ay-
\
gonia and Tierra del Fnego at the

ho, and l^aria. on the north : All south ; the Gulfs of Guayaquil
Saints Bay, Gufn of San Matias and Paruima on the west ; besides

and St. George, on the east : the the estuaries of the rivers Amazon
Strait of Magellan, between Pata- , and La Plata.

To the south are the Falkland Islands, Tierra del Fuego,

Capt Horn, Staien Island, and numerous small groups of

islands off the west coast of Patagonia, the principal of

which are Wellington Island and Chiloe IslaneL To the

west of Chili is Juem Fernandez Island, and off the coast

of Ecuador are the Galapagos or Turtle Islands.

The climate of South America varies greatly even

within the distance of a few miles. At the equator the

snow-line is about 16,000 feet above the sea, and from

this height to the base of the mountains are to be found

in succession the climate and vegetation of all the zones.

It is generally hot and unhealthy on the coast ; on the

east within the tropics it is very moist, but on some parts

of the wfest coast rain seldom falls. No part of the world

is so subject to volcanic eruptions and earthquakes as the
countries situated near the Andes. Xearly all the prin-
cipal cities in the western part of the continent have been
more or less destroyed by them. An earthquake at one
time permanently raised a great part of the coast of Chili
from two to seven feet above its former level.

The soil of South America is remarkable for its fertility.

Humboldt estimates the vegetable productions of South
America at about one-third of all the varieties in the
world. Along the banks of the Amazon the country is

densely wooded ; but the courses of the other large rivers

are chiefly through vast grassy plains. Cassava, cocoa,

indigo, sugar, cotton, corn, coffee, arrow-root, Peruvian

bark and other medicinal plants, and all the tropical

fruits and spices, are produced abundantly and with but

little labor ; but owing to the unsettled political state of

the continent, and the want of enterprise in the inhabi-

tants, agriculture is greatly neglected, and the vast re-

sources of the country are still undeveloped.

The animals peculiar to South America are the llama

and the alpaca ; the first a species of small camel, but

without a hump ; the other resembling a sheep or goat,

and yielding fine wool. The condor of the Andes, the

sloth, tapir, armadillo, are also to be found ; while mon-
keys, serpents, birds of brilliant plumage, and a great

variety of insects abound, especially in the forests of

Guiana.

South America is also rich in the most valuable min-

erals ; gold, diamonds, and precious stones are exten-

sively found, together with iron and other metals in Bra-

zil and other parts ; silver is largely met with in Peru

and Bolivia.

The Portuguese formerly possessed Brazil, and the

Spaniards the rest of the continent, except Patagonia,

which is little known and little valued ; but all the States

are now independent.

Wlien Peru was first conquered by the Spaniards, the

inhabitants were to a great extent civilized, had a regu-

lar form of government, and built fine cities, temples,

and monuments ; but most of the other inhabitants of

the continent were ignorant and barbarous. The present

population, besides the Spanish and Portuguese colonists

and their descendants, consists of Indians, and mixed

races of whites, Indians, and negroes. The whites prob-

ably number less than one-third of the whole.

South America is divided into nine republics, one

limited monarchy (Brazil), and one European po&.session

(Guiana).

The Countries are :

United States of Colombia.
Venezuela.
Ecuador.
Guiana.
Brazil.

Peru.

Bolivia.

Chili.

Argentine Republic.
Paraguay.
Uruguay.
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UNITED STATES OF COLOMBIA.
Area, 320,735 square miles, one-half larger than Ontario

; population,

3.000,000 ;
persons to square mile, 9)^,

The United States of Colombia occupy the north-

west part of the contiuent, and join Central America by

the Isthmus of Panama or Darien, which is from 30 to 50

miles wide. Together with the adjoining States of Vene-

zuela and Ecuador, it formed the republic of Colombia,

after the Spanish Colonies had gained their indepen-

dence ; but Venezuela seceded in' 1829, and Ecuador in

1831 ; each State now forms an independent republic.

The Andes traverse the western part of the country in

three chains, but in the south and east it is a level tract,

forming part of the llanos, or vast grassy plains annually

inundated by the Orinoco. The Magdalena Rirer flows

northward, between the jiarallel chains of the Andes, into

the Caribbean Sea, after a course of about 8G0 miles.

The climate in the lower parts of the country is hot,

damp, and unhealthy ; most of the cities, however, are

built on the high table-lands of the Andes. The forests

on the mountain slopes contain mahogany, caoutchouc,

and other valuable trees. The soil is fertile ; and cotton,

sugar, indigo, cotfee, cocoa, and other tropical products

grow in great abundance ; but agriculture and commerce
are at a low ebb. On the llanos*vast herds of cattle roam

;

and hides and tallow form important articles of export.

Gold, platinum, and precious stones are also found in the

mountains.

The Isthmus of Panama, belonging to the United

States of Colombia, is now traversed by a railway from

Aspinwall, on the Caribbean Sea, to Panama, on the

Pacific, affording great facilities for the commerce of the

Eastern States with California and the Pacific. All re-

ligions are tolerated.

Bogota (50,000), the capital, is a well-built city, situated

on a level plain, nearly 9,000 feet above the sea. Coal is

found in the vicinity. Xear the city the Bogota River

falls over a perpendicular precipice 600 feet high. Ca7'-

Uigena is the principal seaport.

VENEZUELA.
Area, 4-10,000 square miles ; twice the size of the Province of Quebec ;

population, 2,(175,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 6)<j

.

Venezuela lies to the east of Colombia, on the Carib-

bean Sea, and south of the Lesser Antilles. It formed

one of the States of the republic of Colombia, which was

dissolved in 1831, and is now an independent republic.

The Parime Mountains separate it from Brazil ; and
one 01 the chains of the Andes is continued from Colom-
bia in a north-easterly direction along the coast. It is

watered by the Orinoco, which flows through extensive

llanos, or level grassy plains, supporting vast herds of

cattle. The climate, soil, products, and religion are the

same as those of Colombia.

Lake Maracaybo is situated in the north-west, and on

its shores is an inexhaustible mine of asphalt, or pitch.

Caracas (50,000) is the capital. It was nearly destroyed

by an earthquake in 1813, when 12,000 persons lost their

lives. Valencia (30,000) is the next largest town. Mara-
caybo and Cumana, the chief seaports, are very un-

healthy.

ECUADOR.
Area, 250,000 square miles ; nine times the size of New Brunswick

;

population, 1,150,000 ; persons to a square mile, 4X-

Ecuador is situated to the south of Colombia, and is

directly under the equator, as its name implies. It also

formed one of the States of the republic of Colombia.

In the west it is traversed by the Andes, which have
here some of their highest summits and most remarkable

volcanoes. Cotopaxi is the most active volcano in the

world, and rises to the height of 19,500 feet, in the form

of a perfect cone. The flames from its crater some-

times rise 3,000 feet above its summit, with a terrific

roaring noise. Chimborazo is also a conical peak, up-

wards of 20,000 feet high. Pichincha, on the slope of

which the city of Quito is built, and Antisana, are also

formidable volcanoes. In the east, Ecuador includes

part of the level wooded valley of the Amazon. The
climate, soil, and productions resemble those of Colom-

bia. The Galapar.os, or Turtle Islands, in the Pacific

Ocean, G50 miles to the west, belong to Ecuador.

Quifo (80,000), the capital, is 9,500 feet above the level

of the sea, and is built in a valley on the east side of the

volcano Pichincha. It possesses a most delightful cli-

mate, but, like most of the towns in the republic, has

suffered much from earthquakes. Cuera^a (20,000) is the

seat of a university, and, with Loxa, exj^orts Peruvian

bark. Guayaquil (26,000) is the principal seaport.

GUIANA.
Area, 178,000 square miles ; nearly as large as Ontario ; population,

347,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 2.

Guiana is situated on the Atlantic, between Venezuela

and Brazil. It is the only part of the continent pos-

sessed by European nations. It is divided into—

British Guiana,
Dutch Guiana, or Surinam,
French Guiana,

Chief Towrnt.
Georgetown.
Paramaribo.
Cayenne.

The Acarai Mountains separate it from Brazil. From
being low and marshy on the coast, the land gradually

rises towards the interior, and becomes more mountain-

ous. The climate is the mildest of any country situated

in the tropics, owing to the trade winds, and prevailing

land and sea breezes. The soil is remarkably fruitful,
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producing sugar, coffee, rice, and various medicinal

plants. Cayenne pepper and otlier tropical spices are to

be found in the greatest abundance. Vegetation is most

luxuriant, and the forests swarm with monkeys, birds of

brilliant plumage, insects, etc.

British Guiana, the largest of the three divisions, was
conquered from the Dutch in 1803. It is divided into

three districts — Berbice, Demerara, and Essequibo.

Gcorgeiomi (47,175), the capital, is situated at the mouth
of the Demerara River. Most of the inhabitants of the

colony are negroes.

Dutch Guiana is the central portion of the countr}^,

and is sometimes called Surinam. Paramaribo, the

capital, is situated on the Surinam River.

French Guiana is used as a penal settlement. Cayenne,

the capital, is situated on an island of the same name,

and gives to commerce the spice of red pepper, or capsi-

cum, grown in Guiana, and known as Cayenne pepper.

BRAZIL.
Area, 3,220,000 tqiiare miles : about the same size as the Bominion of

Canada; population, 11,100,000; persons to a square mile, 4.

The Empire of Brazil is bounded on the north by

Guiana and Venezuela ; on the west by Colombia, Ecua-

dor, and Peru ; on the west and south by Bolivia, Para-

guay, La Plata, and Uruguay ; and on the east by the

Atlantic.

This immense country formerly belonged to Portugal,

but was acknowledged independent in 1825, and now
constitutes an hereditary monarchy, under a branch of

the royal family of Portugal.

It is intersected by a niimber of mountain chains,

generally extending from north to south, and by high

table-lands, stretching westward, and dividing the tribu-

taries of the Amazon fi-om those of the Paraguay. The
Amazon forms the great feature of the northern part of

the empire, and most of its large tributaries flow through

Brazil. There are, besides these, the Para, Paranahyha,

and San Francisro Rivers ; so that no country in the

world possesses within the same limits so many or so

extensive navigable rivers. The valley of the Amazon
is celebrated for its valuable forests of mahogany, log-

wood, and Brazil wood. From the south-west portion of

the central table-lands, the vast pampas, or level plains

covered with grass and sma. .irubs, commence, and ex-

tend as far south as Patagonia.

The climate of Brazil is of the most delightful char-

acter, especially in the south and east, where it is almost

perpetual summer. In the valley of the Amazon it is

hotter and more moist, rain falling almost every day for

some months each year ; but on the table-lands it is cooler

and more healthy. Sugar, rice, coffee, and tobacco grow

extensively in the north, and grain and fruits in the south-

ern and more elevated parts. Vast herds of cattle are

raised, and hides and tallow are largely exported ; but
agriculture and commerce are greatly neglected. Most of

the animals of South America are found in Brazil, together

with a varied and prolific vegetation. About three-fourths

of the population consist of Indians and negroes.

The Roman Catholic is the prevailing religion.

Rio Janeiro (275,000), the capital, is situated on a

magnificent bay, and is the largest city in South America.

It contains many fine buildings, and is the chief centre

oE commerce in the country. Balda or San Salvador

(130,000), the former capital, is situated on the Bay of All

Saints, and exports large quantities of sugar. Pernam-
bxco, Maranhao, axiA.Para, situated on the coast, are also

important commercial towns. The inland towns are small

and unimportant.

PERU.

Area, 433,000 square miles ; twice the size of Ontario : population,

3,050,000 ; persons to a square mile, 7.

Peru is situated on the Pacific, to the south of Ecua-

dor, and west of Brazil and Bolivia. It was conquered

by the Spaniards under Pizarro in 1532, and remained in

their possession till 1824, when it became an indepen-

.

dent republic.

It is traversed by the double chain of the Andes, be-

tween which are high table-lands about 8,000 feet above

the sea, where are situated most of the large towns. The
climate is there cool and delightful, and the soil rich and
fertile, yielding all the ordinary grains. The products

resemble those of Brazil ; and Peruvian bark, guano, and
various dyewoods are largely exported. In the eastern

range of the Andes are the valuable gold and silver mines

for which Peru has long been famous. The tract between

the Andes and the Pacific is chiefly a hot sandy desert.

To the east the country forms part of the vast forest

plain or valley of the Amazon. About fiCteen miles from

the coast are the Chincha Islands—three in number

—

famed for their extensive deposits of guano, which is

largely exported. Nearly everything has to be carried

into or out of the interior of the country on the backs of

mules or llamas. The Andes are celebrated for their

rugged and dangerous, but picturesque scenery. Travel-

ling is very diflicult, men and mules sometimes requiring

to be taken across a torrent, slung to a single rope. Earth-

quakes are frequent, and some of the largest volcanoes of

the Andes rise on the borders of Peru and Bolivia. The

only religion tolerated is that of Roman Catholicism.

Lima (100,000), the capital, is situated in the midst

of a fertile plain, and is connected by railway with Cal-

liio, its seaport. Cuzco, the ancient capital of the Incas of
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Peru, is situated in the interior, and still contains the re-

mains of the magnificent Temple of the Sun, and other

monuments attesting the ancient civilization of the in-

habitants. Arequij)a and Pasco are the next most im-

portant towns.

BOLIVIA.

Area, 500,000 square miles; more than twice the size of Quebec;

population, 2,325,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 4.

Bolivia, up to the year 1825, formed part of Peru, and

now takes its name from Bolivar, the leader who was

chiefly instrumental in gaining its independence.

It is situated almost entirely in the interior, between

Peru and Brazil, to the north of La Plata, possessing only

a small portion of coast-line with- one small seaport, Co-

bija.

On the borders of Bolivia and Peru the double chain

of the Andes encloses Dtks Titlcdai, the sacred lake of

the ancient Peruvians. Between the Andes and the Pacific

is a sandy desert, biit to the east of the Andes the country

consists of a vast forest plain, watered by the tributaries

of the Amazon and Paraguay. The products are the same

as those of Brazil and Peru. Tlie wool of the alpaca is also

largely exported. Silver was once found in great quan-

tities, but latterly the mines have not been so productive.

Roman Catholicism is the prevailing religion.

La Paz (26,000) is the capital. Potod (28,000) is 13,000

feet above the sea, and contains the famous silver mines.

A century ago it contained 150,000 inhabitants. Coclia-

bamba (40,000) is a town of some importance.

CHILI.

Area, 217,000 square miles ; about the same size as Quebec ; popula-

tion, 2,420,01)0 ; persons to a square mile, 11.

Chili consists of a long, narrow strip of land between

the Andes and the Pacific Ocean, and extending from

Bolivia southwards for 2,200 miles. It is about 150 miles

in width at the broadest part. It includes Patagonia

west of the Andes, and the westerly part of Tierra del

Fuego. Chiloe Island, a large, well-wooded island, and

Jxmn Fernandez, or Robinson Crusoe's Island, belong to

Chili.

The surface is mountainous or hilly from the Andes to

the coast. The Andes here form only one chain, and
rise in the peak of Aconcagua to the height of 22,422
feet. Between the mountains are beautiful and fertile

valleys. In the north is the desert of Atacama.
The climate in the northern and middle regions is hot

and dry, but becomes cooler towards the south. Earth-

quakes are frequent, and often very destructive. The
soil is most productive. Potatoes, wheat, and maize are

extensively cultivated, besides olives, figs, and vines.

Chili is supposed to be the native country of the potato.

Gold, silver, and copper are found to a great extent near

Copiapo, in the north. Chili is tlie most progressive of

the States of South America, and exports largely guano,

copper, and saltpetre. Its trade is chiefly with Great

Britain.

In 1881 Chili declared war against Peru and Bolivia,

and- after some sanguinary contests was completely vie*

torious.

Santiago (150,000), the capital, is situated in a pretty

and fertile district, about 60 miles from the coast. Vah
jyaraiso (100,000), the port of Santiago, is the principal

commercial city, and carries on a large trade. Concepcion

and Copia])o are the next towns of importance.

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

Area, 1,100,000 square miles ; more than twice the size of all the

eastern provinces of the Dominion ; i>opuIation, 2,540,000 ; per-

sons to square mile, 2.

The Argentine Republic occupies the central country

between the Andes and the rivers Paraguay and Uru-

guay, and extends from Bolivia to Cape Horn. It com-

prises 14 Provinces, which obtained their independence

between 1811 and 1816, and four Territories, including

Patagonia.

The surface consists chiefly of flat level plains, called

pampas, covered with coarse grass or sand. The largest

is in the north-east, called the desert of El Gran Cluifo,

and from it others extend west to the Andes, and sovith

as far as Patagonia. In the south-west are numerous

swamps and salt lakes. On these pampas vast herds of

cattle and wild horses roam, and form the chief wealth

of the country. Hides, tallow, and bones are largely

exported. The rivers of La Plata are large and impor-

tant, including the Urwjuay and the Parana (with its

tributaries, the Paragnay, Pilcomaijo, Vermcjo, and

Salado), flowing into the estuary called the Rio de la

Plata ; and the Colorado and Negro further south. The
climate is hot, and violent hurricanes, called pamperos,

occur on the pampas. The soil in the middle region is

fertile, producing wheat, cotton, sugar, and rice, but

agriculture is little attended to. Indians or mixed races

form the greater part of the inhabitants. The prevailing

religion is the Roman Catholic.

Buenos Ayres, the most important State of the Con-

federation, extends from the estuary of La Plata to the

Negro River, which separates it from Patagonia. It sev-

ered its connection with the Argentine Confederation in

1853, but joined it again in 1861. Grain is now culti-

vated to a limited extent.

Buenos Ayres (195,000), the capital, and largest city
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in the Confederation, is situated near the head of the es-

tuary of the La Plata, the navigation of which is ren-

dered dangerous by numerous shoals, and by the

pamperos, or hurricases from the pampas. It is an im-

portant commercial seaport, and its trade is rapidly in-

creasing. Its chief exports are hides, tallow, wool, and
skins.

Parana (8,000), the former capital, is situated on the

river Parana, 240 miles north-west of Buenos Ayres.

Gorrientcs (20,000), Cordova (30,000), Mendozn, and San
Juan are the principal towns. The pass of Mendoza is

upon the great commercial road across the Andes, be-

tween Valparaiso and Buenos Ayres.

PARAGUAY.
Area, 92,000 square miles : three times the size of New Brunswick

;

population, .300,000 ; persons to square mile, 3.

Paraguay lies wholly in the interior, between the

Paraguay and Parana Rivers. It resembles La Plata in

its physical features, climate, and products ; but in the

north it is more mountainous, where a species of holly is

grown, about one and a half feet high, called Mate or

Paraguay tea, which is largely used as a beverage in

South America.

Paraguay gained its independence from Spain in 1811,

and up to the year 1840 was ruled by a native creole. Dr.

Francia, who strictly excluded all foreigners. After his

death this restriction was removed. The late Dictator,

Lopez, indulged in many cruelties both to natives and
foreigners. Brazil and the Argentine Republic at last

joined in declaring war against him, which continued till

his death, in 1870, after a heroic struggle, worthy of a

better cause.

Asuncion (15,000), the capital, is situated near the junc-

tion of the Pilcomayo and Paragiiay Rivers.

URUGUAY.
Area, 72,000 square miles ; about one-third the size of the Province of

Quebec
;
population, 438,000 ; persons to a square mile, 6.

Uruguay, or Banda Oriental as it was called, lies

between the Uruguay River and the Atlantic Ocean, and

between Brazil and the estuary of La Plata.

It formerly belonged to Buenos AjTes, with which it

was long engaged in hostilities, until it gained its inde-
pendence in 1828.

In physical features, climate, and products it resem-
bles La Plata. Its exports are chiefly hides and tallow
to Great Britain, and dried beef to the West Indies.
Within the last thirty years it has largely increased in
population, and greatly improved its fortunes.

Monte Video (91,000), the capital, possesses the best
harbor on the estuary of the La Plata, and carries on the
chief trade of the countrv.

PATAGONIA.
Patagonia was until lately left in the undisturbed pos-

session of the savage natives, but now belongs to the Ar-
gentine Republic and Chili ; the portion east of the Andes
to the former country, and the portion west of the Andes
to Chili. It consists chiefly of level pampas, which are

cold and barren ; and is thinly inhabited by a tall, well-

formed race of Indians, who subsist on the flesh of wild

animals, and live much on horseback. The pampas
abound with wild cattle and horses.

Tierra del Fuego is a cluster of islands separated from
Patagonia by the Strait of Magellan. The natives go

naked, and are described as the most wretched race of

ugly, deformed, and stunted savages in the world. They
subsist chiefly on flsh. The islands are generally thickly

wooded. Cape Horn, or Hermit Island, is a huge dark

rock, covered with trees, rising about 600 feet high. It

is the most southerly point of South America, and is

1,470 miles further south than any part of Africa. It is

in about the same latitude south of the equator as the

southern part of Hudson Bay is north of it.

THE FALKLAND ISLANDS AND SOUTH
GEORGIA.

The Falkland Islands, about 300 miles east of Pata-

gonia, belong to Britain, and consist of 2 large, and about

200 small islands, with an area of about 5,000 square

miles. They are destitute of trees, but nearly covered

with peat bogs. Large herds of cattle and horses roam

wild. They contain many fine harbors, and are valuable

as places of refuge for shipping frequenting the southern

seas. They were erected into a colony in 1833, and con-

tain about 1,540 inhabitants. Stanley (300) is the capital.

South Georgia is an uninhabited island, lying about

800 miles south-easterly from the Falklands, of which

colony it forms a part. Area, 1,570 square miles.





EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What IS the size of Europe ? Population ? How is it bounded 1 For

what is Europe remarkable? How is its surface divided? Describe the

divisions. What is said of the mountains ? Name the principal mountain
ranges. Where are they situated? Name the principal river.s. Describe

their courses. Which is the largest ? Name the principal lakes. Where are

they situated? Describe the coast-line of Europe. Name the principal

islands. Name the principal peninsulas. Name the principal isthmuses.

Name the principal seas and gulfs. What countries do they wash? Name
the principal straits and channels. Between what countries are they situated ?

Name the principal capes. Where are they situated ? Describe the climate
of Europe. What influences act upon it? Describe the soil. Products.
Minerals. Animals, &c. What is said of the commerce of Europe? To
what races do the inhabitants belong? Name the countries of Europe.

Which are the principal ? What is the area of Russia in Europe? Popula-
tion ? Size ? Capital ? How is Russia bounded ? What is said of the
Russian Empire? How is Russia in Europe divided? Describe the
principal mountains. Describe the rivers of Russia. Describe the lakes
of Russia. Where are they situated? Describe the sea -coast. Its

principal features. State where they are situated. Name the principal

islands. What peninsula is in the south? Describe the climate. The
soil and products. The minerals. The government. The state of the
people. Describe the principal cities. Describe Circassia and its people.
Where is Poland situated? What was its former sUte? What was its

former extent and population? The chief city in Russian Poland. Of
what historic interest is it ?

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
What large sea Is there to the south of Europe? How is it connected . principal cities on the Baltic? On the Black Sea? On the Volga? Hov

with the Atlantic? With what seas is it connected on the east? How
is Europe separated from Asia? Which European islands are situated
in the Atlantic? Which in the Mediterranean? What countries border
on the Atlantic? On the North Sea? On the Baltic? What mountains
separate Europe from Asia? What countries adjoin Poland? On what

is St Petersburg situated? Moscow? Sebastopol? Archangel? in what

direction from St Petersburg is Moscow? Nijni Novgorod? Archangel

Odessa? Vienna? Warsaw? Helsingfors? Riga? London? What

countries border on the Mediterranean Sea? What . juntries adjoin Asia

What countries are in the interior? '(vhich is the largest? What is the

nver is Warsaw situated ? Where does it empty? Through what countries
[

most southern point of Europe called? The south-west point? The most

does it flow? How is Russia separated from Asia? What five seas wash I northern point? ^Vhat large rivers flow into the Black Sea? The Mediter-

the shores of Russia? What countries adjoin Russia on the south-west?
I
ranean ? The North Sea? The Baltic? In what direction is Iceland from

What large rivers flow into the Black Sea? The Caspian? What are the i Norway?
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EUROPE.
A.rea, 3,757,000 square miles, comprising about oue-fourteenth part of the land surface of the globe

;
greatest extent from

north tc south; 2,400 miles ; and from north-east to south-west, 3,400 miles
;
population about 328,000,000.

Europe is bounded on the north by the Arctic Ocean

;

on the west by the Atlantic Ocean ; on the south by the

Mediterranean Sea, the Sea of Marmora, the Black Sea,

and Mount Caucasus ; and on the east by the Caspian

Sea, the Ural River, and Ural Mountains, which sepa-

rate it from Asia.

Although the smallest of the great divisions of the

earth in extent, it is second in population, and by far

the most important in power and influence, as well as

the most advanced in learning, arts, and manufactures.

The surface of Europe is divided by mountain ranges

into a north-west and south-east slope, as all the great

rivers on the continent flow in these directions. The
north and east, with the exception of Norway and Sweden,
consists of a vast plain, with occasional small elevations,

and comprises about two-thirds of the whole surface, ex-

tending from Holland to the Ural Mountains, and in-

cluding all Russia ; in the south and west it is moun-
tainous or hilly.

Unlike the mountain ranges of the New World, those
of Europe occur in smaller and more detached chains.

The principal are

:

The Dovrefleld mountains, in
|
Cambrian Eange, in Wales: the

the Scandinavian peninsula; the
;
Alps, in Switzerland and the ad-

Grampiann, in Scotland ; the Pen- jacent countries ; the minor ranges
nine Range, in England, and

,
of the Jura, and the Cevennes

Carpntliian, in Austria, with the
smaller ranges of the Black Forett,

JTar^, Erz, and Sudetic Chains,
in Germany : the Cauca-in!*, be-

tween the Black and the Caspian
Seas ; and the I'ral ifouniains,
between Europe and Asia.

mountains in France ; the Pyre-
nees, between France and Spain

;

and the parallel ranges of the Cas-

tile, Moreiia. and Sierra Nerada
mountains, in Spain ; the Apen-
nines, in Italy, with the volcanoes,

Vesuvius near Naples, and Etna in

Sicily ; the Balkan, in Turkey ; the

The Principal Rivers of Europe are

:

Those flowing north-west or
|
and G!W(Z(a«n,' those flowing south

west—the Petchora, Dvina. Vis- l and east—the Ebro. lilione. Po,
tuln, Oder, Elbe, Rhine, Seine, Danube, Tinieper. Iiini. uniW'olga,

Loire, Garonne, Douro, Tagux, anA the Thames in 'England.

The Volga is the largest river of Europe, rising in the

Valdai hills, in the north-west of Russia, and flowing into

the Caspian Sea, after a course of about 2,200 miles.

The Lakes in Europe are generally small, but cele-

brated for their beautiful scenery. The principal are :

Wener and M'etter, in Sweden

;

Ladoga, Onega, and Saima, in

Russia ; Geneva and Constance, in

Switzerland ; Maggiore and Como,

in Italy ; Dericentwater and Win-
dermere, in England; Lomond and
Katrine, in Scotland ; and ISeagh
and Killarney, in Ireland.

Europe is remarkable for the irregularity of its outline

or coast, having numerous islands, peninsulas, seas, bays,

and gulfs, giving it about 18,000 miles of coast-line—

a

very much greater length, in proportion to its size, than

is possessed by any of the other great divisions of the

globe. Almost every country in Europe has some sea-

coast, and nowhere, except in the east of Russia, is thew
any place more than 400 miles distant from the sea.
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The Principal Islands are :

In the Arctic Ocean, Nova Zeni-

hla and Spitibergen. !

In the Baltic, Zealand, Funen,
Gottland, etc.

In the Atlantic, Iceland, Great
Britain, Ireland, Vae Orkyiey, Shet-

land, and Hebrides Islands, and
the Azores.

In the Mediterranean, Majorca,
Minorca, Ivica. Sardinia, Corsica,
Sicily, Malta, Ionian Isles, Crete,

and Eubiea or Negropont ; and
the excludes, in the Grecian Archi-
pelago.

The Principal Peninsulas are :

and Portugal), Italy, the Morea,
in Greece, and the Crimea, in the
south of Russia.

In the north , Scandinavia ( Nor-
way and Sweden), and Jutland,
in Denmark.
In the south, the /6e)'!a;i (Spain

|

The Principal Isthmuses are :

Corinth, joining the Morea to
i

el-op, joining the Crimea to Eus-
the mainland of Greece ; and Per-

\
sia.

The Principal Seas and Gulfs are :

In the north, the '^hite Sea, the
|

In the south, the Mediterranean
Baltic Sea with the G^ilfs of Both- Sea, the Gulfs of Lyons, Genoa,
nia, Finland, and Higa. the Catte- and Taranto, the Adriatic Sea,

gat and Skiiger Hack ; and the with the Gnlf of Venice, Sea of
North Sea or German Ocean. i Marmora, Bkick Sea, and Sea of
In the west, the Irish Sea and ! Azov.

Bay of Biscay.
i

The Principal Straits and Channels are :

In the north, the Sound, Great
Belt, and Little Belt.

In the west, the Strait of Dover
and English Channel, St. George^s,

and North Channels.
In the south, the Straits of Gib-

raltar, Bonifacio, between Corsica
and Sardinia, Messina, Darda-
nelles, the Bosphorus or Strait of

Constantinople, and Kertch or
Yenikale.

The Principal Capes are :

In the north, North Cape, Naze,
and Skaw.
In the west, Duncansby Head,

Wrath, Clear, Land's End, La

Hague, Ortegal, Finisterre, and
St. Viiicent.

In the south, Tarifa, Passaro,
Spartivento, and Matapan.

The climate of Europe is warmer than that of the

other great divisions of the globe in the same latitude,

and not subject to the same extremes of heat and cold,

owing mainly to the influence of the Gi;lf Stream, and to

the greater part of it being so near the sea. In the west

it is more moist than in the east ; and although cold in the

north, it is in general mild and salubrious, and in the

south warm and delightful. The soil, especially in the

south, is fertile ; and is everywhere, except in portions

of Russia, most industriously cultivated. Wheat is grown

as far north as the middle of Norway, and barley mvich

farther north ; in the middle latitudes all kinds of grain

grow in abundance ; and in the south the vine, olive,

orange, fig, and other southern fruits flourish. Europe

also contains great quantities of valuable minerals—iron,

lead, copper, tin, coal, and salt being found in almost

every part.

Very few wild animals are found in Europe, the princi-

pal being the bear, wolf, and wild boar ; but useful ani-

mals, such as the horse, ox, etc., are very numerous. It

has a great variety of birds of soug ; in the north, aquatic

birds abound ; and in the mountain regions, eagles and

other birds of prey are found. The seas abound with

vraluable fish, including the whale, cod, herring, and

salmon, and in the Mediterranean the anchovy and other
small but delicate fish.

The commerce of Europe is greater than that of any
of the other divisions of the globe, although it is the

smallest in area. This is owing in a great measure to

its vast extent of coast-line, its large population, and its

valuable mineral resources, but chiefly to the energy and
advanced civilization of the people.

The inhabitants of Europe are of the Caucasian race,

forming four branches—the Celtic in the west, the Teu-
tonic, including the Scandinavian, German, and Anglo-

Saxon, in the middle and north, the Grajco-Latin in the

south, and the Sclavonic in the east. The Christian is

the prevailing religion, under the three forms of the

Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Greek Churches ; ex-

cept in Turkey, where the principal religion is the Ma-
hommedan.

The Countries of Eurone are

:

Great Britain and Ireland.
Norway and Sweden.
Russia.
Denmark.
Holland.
Belgium.
France.
Spain.
Portugal.

Germany.
Austro-Hungary.
Italy.

Switzerland.
Tiirkey in Europe.
Roumania.
Servia.
Greece.

Great Britain, France, Russia, Germany, and Austria

are considered the five great Powers of Europe ; and the

kingdom of Italy, although formed only in 1859, is gradu-

ally gaining a position scarcely secondary to them.

BRITISH EMPIRE.

The British Empire is composed of the United King-

dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of numerous

colonies and possessions in every quarter of the globe.

The British Islands consist of Great Britain, including

England, Wales, and Scotland ; Ireland lying to the west

of Great Britain ; and a number of small islands adjoin-

ing them.

The British Colonies and Possessions are

:

In Europe.

Heligoland, a small island near
the mouth of the Elbe

.

Gibraltar, an important fortress

at the southern extremity of

Spain, commanding the entrance
to the Mediterranean.
Malta, with the small islands of

Gozo and Cumino in the Mediter-
ranean.

In North America.

The Dominion of Canada. I
The West India Islands, includ-

Newfoundland. ing the Bahamas, Jamaica, I,ee-

Bermudas.
i

ward Islands, Windward Islands,

British Honduras, in Central • and Trinidad. *
America.

I

In South America.

I

The Falkland Islands and South

I
Georgia.

British Guiana.
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

How is the British Empire composed? Name the

colonies and possessions in Europe. Name those in

North America. Name those in South America.

Nanr.e those in Asia. Name those in Africa. Name
those in Australasia. What extent and population do

these colonies and possessions comprise ? For what is

Britain the first country in the world? From what does

it derive a great part of its wealth ? What is said of its

railways, &c. ? Of its shipping and navy? WTiat is

said of its revenue, &c. ? Of its government ? Describe

the form of government. What is the area of England

and Wales? Population? Size? Capital? How are

they bounded? What countries do these boundaries

separate them from ? How are they divided ? Name
the counties of England. What are the chief towns?

Where are they situated ? Name the chief towns.

Where are they situated? Describe the surface of

England. Of Wales. Name the principal mountain^.

Where are they situated ? Name the principal rivers.

What cities do they flow past ? Describe the coast-line.

Name the principal straits, bays, &c. Where are they

situated ? Name the principal capes. Where are they

situated? Name the principal islands. Where aie

they situated? What is said of the largest? Describe

the climate of England. Of what races are the inhabi-

tants composed? What is said of the cities? Describe

the principal. Where are they situated?

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

What seas, straits, and chan-nels nearly surround England? What

countries do they separate England from? What rivers flow into the

North Sea? Into the Irish Channel? What is the south-western point

of England called? What island is in the Irish Sea? What island is on

the south coast? Where is Holyhead? In what direction from Dublin?

In what direction from Liverpool? Which is the largest county? The

smallest? The most northern? What French and English towns are

re.-\rest each other? What counties of England border on the North

Seal On the English Channel? On the Atlantic Ocean and Bristol

Channel? On St George's Channel? On the Irish Sea? What Large

cities are on the Thames? On the Severn? On the Trent? On the

Humber? On the Wash? On the Mersey? What large cities are on

the southern coast? On the eastern? On the western? In what

direction from London is Dublin ? Edinburgh? Manchester? Bristol?

York? Birminghant? Brighton, &c. ?
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In Asia.

India, comprising the eight

Provinces of Bengal, Burmah,
Assam, North-west Provinces,

Punjab, Central Provinces, Ma-
dras, and Bombay.

Ceylon, an important island at

the south-eastern extremity of

India

.

Hong Kong, an island at the

mouth of the Canton River.

Aracan, Pegu, and Tenasserim:

with the " Straits Settlements,"

In Africa.

Cape Colony and Natal, at the Ascension and St. Helena Isl-

southem extremity. anils, in the Atlantic.

Mauritius Island and its de- Sierra Leone, and various settle-

pendencies, ments on the Gold Coast and the

Seychelles Islands.
j

Gambia.

In Australasia.

including the Islands of Singapore
and Penang, and a part of the
Malacca peninsula.
Labuan Island, off the coast of

Borneo ; and Sarawak, in the
north-west of that island.

Aden, an important town at

the entrance of the Red Sea.

Cyprus, an island belonging to

Turkey, but occupied and gov-

erned by England.

Australia, comprising West Aus-
tralia, Queensland, South Austra-

lia, New South Wales, and Vic-

toria ; Tasmania, New Zealand,
Norfolk Island, and the Fiji Isl-

ands.

The British Isles, with these numerous and extensive

colonies and possessions, cover an area of nearly 9,000,000

square miles, with a population of over 300,000,000 ; so

that, although small in the extent of home territory and

population, Great Britain is the most important country

in the world, ruling over about one-sixth of the whole

land surface of the globe, and one-fifth of its population.

It is also the first country in the world for commerce

and manufactures, exporting annually goods to the vahie

of 1,500,000,000 dollars, consisting chiefly of cotton,

woollen, and iron manufactures, and imjiorting annually

to the amount of 1,800,000,000 dollars. The great wealth

of Britain is derived from its mines and manufactures.

Its coal and iron mines are almost inexhaustible ; and its

lead, copper, and tin mines are very extensive. The

cotton manufacture alone employs 500,000 persons, and

it is estimated that four millions of people derive their

support from the trade connected with it.

As a consequence of the extensive commerce, the facili-

ties for internal communication are great. Over 18,000

miles of railway are now completed, and canals connect

every important point. The number of vessels belonging

to Great Britain is nearly 20,000, of which 3,400 are

steam-vessels ; the number of seamen employed is about

200,000. The British navy is nearly as powerful as all

the other navies of the world put together, although the

vessels are not so numerous. The annual revenue of

Great Britain is 420,000,000 dollars, not including that of

India or other colonies, and is equal to a fourth of the

revenue of all the States of Europe. The national debt

amounts to nearly 3,700 millions of dollars, and has been

contracted chiefly in various European wars.

Many of the advantages enjoyed by Great Britain are

derived from the excellence of the system of govern-

ment, which is perhaps the most perfect in existence,

combining, in a great measure, the advantages of other

forms, without their defects. It is a limited monarchy.

The Queen is the head of the State, and carries on the

government through her ministers, who must also pos-

sess the confidence of the people, as represented by the

House of Commons, and of the aristocracy and clergy,

as represented by the House of Lords. No law can take

effect without receiving the sanction of the Queen and

of both Houses of Parliament.

ENGLAND AND WALES.
Area (including the Isle of Man and the Ctiannel Islands)j 58,614

square miles ; rather more than twice the size of Kew Brunswick ;

population, 26,100.000 ;
persons to square mile, 445.

England and Wales occupy the southern portion of

the island of Great Britain. England is bounded on the

north by the Eiver Tweed, Cheviot Hills, and Solway

Firth, which separate it from Scotland ; on the west by

the Irish Sea and St. George's Channel ; on the south by

the English Channel ; and on the east by the Xorth Sea.

England is divided into 40 counties or shires, and

Wales into 12.

The Counties of England are ;

Northumberland,
Oumberland,
V/eslmoreland,
Durham,
Yorkshire, .

Lancashire,

Kent, .

Sussex,
Hampshire,
Dorsetshire,
Devonshire,
Cornwall, .

Cheshire, .

Shropshire,
Herefordshire, .

Monmouthshire,

Lincolnshire,
Norfolk, .

Suffolk,
Essex,

.

Nottinghamshire,
Derbj'shire,
Staffordshire,
Worcestershire,
Warwickshire, .

Leicestershire, .

Rutlandshire,
Northamptonshire,
Huntingdonshire,
Cambridgeshire,

Gloucestershire,
Oxfordshire,
Buckinghamshire,
Bedfordshire,
Hertfordshire, .

Middlesex,

Six JfTorthern.

Principal Towns.

Newcastle, Berwick. Alnwick.
Carlisle, Whitehaven, Penrith.
Ai'pleby, Kendal.
Ijurhara, Sunderland Stockton.
York, Leeds, Sheffield, Hull. Bradford.
Lancaster, Liverpool, Manchester, Preston.

Six Southern.

Maidstone, Canterbury, Dover, Chatham.
Brighton, Chichester, Lewes, Hastings.
Winchester, Portsmouth, Southampton.
Dorchester, Weymouth. Poole.

Exeter, Plymouth, Devonport.
Falmouth, Truro, Bodmin.

Four Western.

Chester, Stockport, Macclesfield.

Shrewsbury, Ludlow, Bridgenorth.
Hereford. Leominster.
Monmouth. Chepstow, Abergavenny.

Four Eastern.

Boston, Lincoln, Stamford, Grimsby.
Norwich, Yarmouth. Lynn.
Ipswich. Bury St. Edmund's. Sudbury.
Chelmsford, Colchester, Harwich.

Ihi North Midland.
Nottingham, Newark.
Derby, Chesterfield.

Stafford, Wolverhampton, Stoke.

Worcester, Dudley. Kidderminster.
Warwick, Birmingham, Coventry.
Leicester, Loughborough.
Oakham.
Northampton, Peterborough.
Huntingdon, St. Ives. St. Neofs.
Cambridge, Ely, Newmarket.

Ten South MirJlund.

Gloucester. Bristol, Cheltenham, Stroud.

Oxford, Woodstock.
Buckingham. Aylesbury, Eton.
Bedford, Dunstable.
Hertford, St. Albaos.
London.
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Flintshire, .

Denbighshire, .

Carnarvonshire,
Anglesey, .

Merionethshire,
Montgomeryshire,

Cotmties. Principal Towns.
Surrey, . . . GuUdford, Southwark, Kingston.
Berkshire, . . . Reading, Windsor.
Wiltsnire, . . . Salisbury, Devizes.
Somersetshire, . . Bath, Taunton, Bridgewater, Bridport.

The Counties ofWjJes are:

Six in North Wales.

Mold, Holywell, St. Asaph.
Denbigh, Ruthin.
Carnarvon, Bangor.
Beaumaris, Holyhead.
Dolgelly, Bala.
Montgomery, Welshpool, Newton.

Six in South Wales.

Radnorshire, . . New Radnor, Presteign.
Cardiganshire, . . Cardigan, Aberystwith.
Pembrokeshire, . . Pembroke, Haverfordwest, Milford.
Carmarthenshire, . Carmarthen, Llanelly.
Brecknockshire, . Brecon.
Glamorganshire, . Cardiff, Swansea, Merthyr-Tydvil.

The surface of England is generally level or gently

undulating, and the hills rise to no great height ; while

that of Wales is mountainous. The principal mountains
are the P(?H?riHe range in the north, extending from the

Cheviot hills to the Pealc, in Derbyshire ; the Cumbrian
group, between the Pennine range and the Irish Sea, en-

closing the beautiful lakes, Windermere, UUemater, and
Dencenticater, so celebrated for their picturesque scenery;

the Cambrian mountains, occupying the greater part of

Wales ; and the Deronian range, extending from Somer-
set, through Devonshire and Cornwall. Skawfell, in the

Cumbrian range, rises ",300 feet, and Snmcdon, in Wales,

3,590 feet ; they are the highest summits in England and
Wales. Besides these are a large number of smaller

hills, as the Malrei-n, Mendiv, and Cot»)rold hills, near

the mouth of the Severn ; the Dorset hills, and others.

The rivers are numerous, and although short, are valu-

able for navigation. The principal are : the Medioay,

Thames, Trent, Ouse, Hvmber, Tees, Tyne, and Great

Ouse, flowing into the North Sea ; the 3Iersey and Serern,

with its tributaries the Wye and Avon, flowing into the

Irish Sea and Atlantic Ocean.

The coast-line is much broken, the rivers widening at

their mouths, and forming excellent harbors. Besides the

mouths of the rivers, there are on the east—the Wash ;

the Yarmouth RxxJs, off the coast of Norfolk ; and the

Downs, off Kent, protected by sand-banks, and affording

secure anchorage to shipping. On the south, the 8t)-ait of
Dover, 31 miles across, separates England from France ;

and orrthe coast are fiouthanfpt^)n, Weymouth, Plymoutli,

and F<dmoiith harbors. On the west are the Bristol Chan-
nel—with a number of excellent harbors

—

Cardigan Bay,
Milfoi'd Haren, Morecamhe Bay, and Solway Firth.

The principal capes are : on tlie east, Flamborough
Hea/1, Spurn Head, the Naze, North and Soutli Fore-

land ; on the south, Beachy Head, the NeedUs, off the
Isle of Wight, Portland Point, Lizard Point, and Land's
End ; on the west, St. David's Head and Holyhead.

The isleuids are : Man, Anglesea, and Holyhead, on the

west ; the Scilly Islands, Channel Islands (including Jer^

sey, Guernesy, Alderney, and Sark), and the Isle of Wight
on the south ; Thanet and Shejypey off the coast of Kent

;

and Holy Island on the north-east.

The Isle of Wight, the Channel Islands, and Isle of

Man are important islands. Near Cowes, in the Isle of

Wight, is Osborne House, a favorite residence of the

QtTeen. St. Helier, in Jersey, contains 30,000 inhabi-

tants. St. Pierre, in Guernsey, Ryde and Newport, in

the Isle of Wight, and Douglas and Ramsay, in the Isle

of Man, are large towns. Anglesey is joined to the main-
land by the Menai Suspension Bridge, stretching across

the Menai Strait.

The climate of England is damp and changeable, but
healthy, and the soil fertile and well cultivated. The
prevailing westerly winds bring a great deal of moisture

from the Atlantic Ocean, causing an almost perennial ver-

dure ; and, owing to its insialar position, the extremes of

heat and cold are not nearly so great as in the same lati-

tude on the continent.

The English are chiefly of the Anglo-Saxon race, with

some proportion of Danish and Norman-French ; the

Welsh are Celts, descended from the ancient inhabitants

of Britain.

No country in the world contains so many large cities

within the same compass. The principal in England

are : London (3,832.000), the capital of England, on the

Thames, about 50 miles from its mouth. It is the largest,

most wealthy, and most populous city in the world. It

includes the City proper and Westminster in Middlesex,

with Southwark and Lambeth in Surrey, on the opposite

side of the Thames, which is spanned by a number of

beautiful and massive bridges. It is nearly 10 miles

long by 7 broad, and is gradually extending, and includ-

ing large villages which a few years ago were surrounded

by fields. London is nearly in the centre of the land

portion of the globe, and is the great emporium of the

world for wealth and commerce. Some of the principal

buildings are Buckingham Palace, the Tower, St. Paul's

Cathedral, Bank of England, Westminster Abbey, and

Houses of Parliament. Near London are Greenwich, with

its celebrated Observatory and Hospital for sailors ; Kew
and Bichmond, with magnificent gardens ; Hampton Court

and Windsor, with royal palaces ; and many other places

of present or historic interest.

Liverpool (552,000), on the Mersey, next to London

in commerce and wealth, is famous for the vast extent

of its docks, covering nearly 19 miles of quay space. It

is the great emporium for trade with America, the West

Indies, and Ireland. The other principal ports are

:

Hull, on the Humber ; Southampton ; Bristol (206,500),

on the Avon, near Bristol Channel ; Newcastle, on the

Tyne; Sunderland, on the Wear; Stockton, on the Tees;

Tarmoiith, Plymouth, Falmouth, and Dover. Portsmouth
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is the area of Scotland? Population? Size?

Capital? How is it bounded? How is it divided?

Name the counties and their chief towns. How is each

L cunded ? Where are the towns situated ? Describe

the surface of Scotland. VVhat are the principal moun-

tains? Where are they situated ? Point them out on

the map. How do the mountains divide the country?

In what direction does the land slope? Name the

principal rivers. Trace them on the map. What
towns do they flow-past, For what are the Scottish

akes celebrated.! Name the principal. Where are

they situated; Boiitt them out on the map. Describe

the coast-line of Scotland. Name the principal firths

opbays. Where are tiny situated ? Point them out

on the map. Name the principal capes. Where are

they situated ? Point them out on the map. What is

said of the islands of Scotland ? Name the principal.

Point them out on the map. Where are they situated?

Describe the climate of Scotland. Soil. Products.

Minerals aied where they are found. What is said of

the manufactures and fisheries ? When were Scotland

and England united? What is the religion of the

country ? Describe th£ chief towns ? Whera are they

situated ?

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
How is Scotland separated from England? From Ireland? From

i
large cities are on the west coast? Which on the east coast? In what

what countries does the North Sea separate Scotland ?-(Europe.) What
j
direction from Edinburgh is Glasgow ? Aberdeen ? Inverness ? Dum-

groups of islands lie to the north? Which counties border on the \ fries? Paisley? Berwick? StifUng ? Ayr? What is the nearest
Allaptic? Which on the North Sea? Which adjoin Engind ? Which English town'
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is strongly fortified, and is the principal dockyard and

station for the British navy. Plymouth and Devonx>oi't,

on the south coast, and Chfitham, Shesrness, Woohdcli,

and Deptforfl, on the Thames, have also extensive dock-

yards. Woolwich has the largest arsenal and manufacto-

ries of war materials in Great Britain.

Manchester, with Salford (569,900), is the centre of

the cotton-manufacturing trade, and the second city in

population ; Oldham, Preston, Bolton, Stockport, Roch-

dale, and other cities, have large cotton manufactures.

BirmingJium (400,750) is celebrated for the extent,

variety, and excellence of its metallic manufactures

;

SJieffield (284,000) for cutlery, hardware, and plated

goods. Dudley, Walsall, and Woherhrwipton are the chief

seats of the iron trade ; and JVewcastle, Sunderland, and
Shields of the coal trade.

Leeds (309,000) is the chief centre for the woollen man-
ufactures, which are also largely carried on in Bradford

(180,000), Halifax, and Huddersfkld ; Nottingham \s cq\-

ebrated for its lace manufactures ; Macclesfield, Derby, and
Coventry for silks; Kidderminster for carpets ; Worcester

for porcelain ; Stoke, Hanley, and Newcastle-under-Lyne

for pottery ; Canterbury and York are distinguished for

their magnificent cathedrals, and as the seats of the

archbishoprics ; Oxford and Cambridge for their celebra-

ted universities and magnificent buildings.

Lancashire is the chief county for cotton manufac-

tures ; Yorkshire for woollens ; StaffordsJiire for pottery ;

Durham and Northumberlaiul for coal mines ; Cormcall

and Devon for tin and copper ; the counties of Wales for

iron and coal.

Meiihyr-Tydvil is one of the largest cities in Wales,

and is distinguished for its extensive coal mines and iron

works. Cardiff (85,378) is the great shipping port for

coal, and Swanseri is famous for its smelting works.

Pembroke has a Government dockyard, and Milford Haven
a magnificent harbor.

SCOTLAND.
Area, 30,405 square miles ; rather larger than New Brunswick and

Prince Edward Island ; population, 3,735,000 ; persons to square

mile, 122.

Scotland forms the northern part of the island of

Great Britain, and is bounded on the north by the At-

lantic Ocean ; on the west by the Atlantic Ocean and

North Channel ; on the south by England ; and on the

east by the North Sea.

It is divided into 33 counties or shires.

Eleven Northern.
Comities. Pri7icipal Toions.

Orkney and Shetland, . Kirkwall. Stromness, Lerwick.
Caithness,
Sutherland,
Ross, .

Cromarty, .

Wick, Thurso.
Dornoch.
Dingwall, Tain. Fortrose, Stornoway
(Island of Lewis).

Cromarty.

Counties.

Inverness,
Nairn,
Elgin,
Banff,
Aberdeen,
Kincardine, .

Forfar,

Principal Towrut.

Inverness, Portree (Isle of Skye).
Nairn.
Elgin, Forres.
Banff, CiUlen, Portsoy, Keith.
Aberdeen, Peterhead.
Stonehaven, Bervie.

Nine Middle.

Perth,
Fife,

Kinross,
Clackmannan,
Stirling,
Dumbarton, .

Argyle,
Bute,

Forfar, Dundee, Montrose, Arbroath,
Brechin.

Perth, Crieff, Dunkeld, Dunblane.
Cupar, St. Andrews, Dunfermline,

Kirkcaldy, Dysart.
Kinross.
Clackmannan, Alloa.
Stirling. Falkirk. Bannockbum.
Dumbarton, Kirkintilloch, Heleat>

burgh.
Invcrary, Campbelton, Oban.
Rothesay, Lamlash (Isle of Arran).

Thirteen Southern.
Haddington or East-Loth- I

ian )'

Edinburgh or Mid-Lothian,

Linlithgow or West-Loth- |

ian, )'

Berwick, ....
Roxburgh
Selkirk, ....
Peebles, ....
Lanark, ....
Renfrew, ....

Haddington, Dunbar.

Edinburgh, Leith, Musselburgh, Por-
tobello, Dalkeith,

Linlithgow, Bon-owstounness (or Bo-
ness), Bathgate.

Greenlaw, Dun.se, Coldstream.
Jedburgh, Kelso, Hawick, Melrose.
Selkirk, Galashiels.
Peeble.'f, Inverleithen.
Glasgow, Lanark, Airdrie, Hamilton.
Renfrew, Paisley, Greenock, Port-

Glasgow.
Ayr, Kilmarnock, Irvine, Ardrossan.
Dumfries, Annan.
Kirkcudbright, New Galloway.
Wigton, PortPatrick.

Ayrshire,
Dumfries,
Kirkcudbright,
Wigton,

Scotland is very mountainous, especially in the north

and west. The Grampian Mountains form the principal

chain, and extend from Argyleshire in a north-easterly

direction to Aberdeenshire ; Ben Nevis, the highest sum-

mit, rises 4,406 feet above the sea. The north-west is

entirely occupied by rugged masses of mountains, and is

called the Northern Highlands ; the highest summit is

Ben Attoio, 4,000 feet high. The soiith and east consist

chiefly of gently undulating plains, crossed bj' smaller

ranges of hills, as the LotrAher and Cheviot Hills in the

south, the Laniniennuir and Ochil Hills in the east, be-

sides other small ranges.

The mountainous country in the north and north-west

of Scotland is called the Highlands ; the more level

country, in the east and south, the Lowlands. The in-

habitants of the Highlands are Celts, and still speak the

Gaelic language, while those of the Lowlands are chiefly

of Saxon origin, like the English.

The general slope of the country is easterly from the

Highlands, the Clyde being the only river of importance

flowing westwards. Tlie principal rivers are : the Tweed,

Forth, Tay, Dee, and Spey, flowing east ; the Clyde,

flowing west ; and several small rivers, flowing into the

Solway Firth.

Scotland abounds with lakes celebrated for their pic-

turesque beauty, being generally surrounded by lofty

rugged mountains. Among the Grampians are Loch Lo-

mond. Zjoch Katrine, Loch Earn, Loch Tay, Loch Rannochf
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in Perth ; and Loch Aice, in Argyle. In the Northern

Highlands are Loch Ness and Loch LocJiy, in the great

Caledonian valley connecting the Moray Firth with the

Atlantic Ocean; and farther north, Loch Maree, Loch

Shin, and Loch Assynt; Loch EricM and others in In-

rerness, and Ijoch Lecen in Kinross.

Scotland is remarkable for its irregular coast-line, nu-

merous firths and lochs extending deep into the land.

The Firth of Forth and Firth of Clyde almost intersect

the southern part, and are connected by a canal 38 miles

long ; while the Moray Firth and Loch Linnhe, almost

connected by Lochs Ness and Lochy, intersect the north-

ern part. Besides these, on the east are the Firth of Tay,

Cromarty Firth running into Moray Firth, and Dornoch

Firth; on the west are Loch Broom, Loch Fyne, and Loch

Long ; and on the south Luce and Wigton Bays, and Solicay

Firth. The sea between the Hebrides and mainland is

called the Minch ; the other channels are the Little'Minch

and sounds of Sleat, Mull, and Jura ; and the Pentland

Firth, between the Orkney Islands and the mainland.

The principal capes are: Duncansby Head, Dunnet
JLead, and Cape Wrath, on the north; Mull of Cantyre

and Mull of Galloicay, on the south-west ; Kinnaird'a

Head, Fife Ness, and ^S"^. Abb^s Head, on the east.

The islands on the coast of Scotland are very numerous,
but are for the most part rocky and barren, and important
chiefly for their fisheries. The principal are the Shetland

and Orkney Lslands, on the north; and the Hebrides,

-

divided into the Inner and Outer, and comprising most of

the islands on the west coast. The principal in the Outer
or Western Hebrides are Lcim and North and SoiUh TJist

;

in the Inner are Skye, Midi, and Lslay ; Arran and Bute
are in the Firth of Clyde. Staffa, a small island in the

Inner Hebrides, is celebrated for its basaltic columns and
caverns, the most noted of which is Fingal's Cave.

The climate in the north and west, or mountainous
part of Scotland, is generally moist and mild, but the soil

is barren, although admirably adapted for grazing ; and
vast herds of sheep and cattle are reared. In the south
and east, i.e., the Lowlands, it resembles England, and is

warmer, more fertile, and in a high state of cultivation.
• The principal minerals are coal, iron, lead, stone, and
slate. The coal region extends across the country from
Fifeshire to Ayrshire. Iron is chiefly found in the

neighborhood of Glasgow, lead in the Lowther Hills, and
slate in Argyleshire.

Cotton, linen, woollen, and iron manufactures are ex-

tensively carried on, and the Clyde is celebrated for its

iron ship-building trade. The fisheries on the coast and
on the islands are important, especially those of the her-

ring and salmon.

Scotland and England were united under one king in

1603, when James VI. of Scotland ascended the throne
as James I. of England ; the parliaments of the two

IRELAND.
Area, 33,531 square mileR ; one-fifth less than Newfoundland in size ;

population, 5,159,839 ; persons to a square mile, 159.

Ireland is an island in the Atlantic Ocean to the west

of Great Britain, from which it is separated by the North

Channel, the Irish Sea, and St. George's Channel.

It is divided into four provinces— Ulster, Connaught^

Leinster, and Munster, which are subdivided into 82

counties.

Ulster, Nine Counties.
Counties. Principal Towns.

Londonderry, . . . Londonderry, Coleraine.
Donegal, .... Lifford, Ballyshannon.
Antrim, .... Belfast, Lisburn, Ballymena, Carrick

fergus.

Newry, Downpatrick, Donaghadee.
Armagh, Portadown.
Monaghan.
Omagh, Dungannon.

Down, ,

Armagh,
Monaghan,
Tyrone,
Fermanagh,
Cavan, .

Enniskillen.
Cavan.

Oonnaught, Five Counties.
Roscommon, . , . Roscommon.
Leitrim, .... Carriok-on-Shannon.
Sligo, Sligo.

Mayo Castlebar. Westport.
Gralway, .... Qalway, Tuam, Ballinasloe.

countries, however, were not united till 1707. The es<

tablished religion is the Presbyterian, of which there are

several branches.

Edinburgh (228,000), the capital, is situated near the

Firth of Forth. It is divided into the Old and New
Towns. The former is very ancient, and is built on
hills, giving it a picturesque appearance ; the latter is

celebrated for its beauty, and for its numerous fine

monuments and public buildings. Edinburgh has long

been distinguished as a seat of learning and literature,

and it possesses a fine university. It has few manufac-
tures, but carries on an extensive trade througli its sea-

port, Leith (61,000). Glasgow (555,289), on the river

Clyde, is the largest and most important city in Scotland,

and the third in Great Britain in population. It carries

on large manufactures, and is noted for its iron steam-

ship-building. It possesses a fine cathedral, and is the

seat of a university. Greenock (69,000), on the Clyde,

is an important seaport. Paisley (55,600) has extensive

cotton and shawl manufactures. Aberdeen (105,000)

is the principal city in the north, and is built chiefly
^

of granite. It has a large shipping and ship-building W
trade, and is the seat of a university. Near it is B(d- •

moi'al, the favorite Highland residence of the Queen.

Kilmarnock and Dumfries are manufacturing towns.

Dundee (142,000), Arbroath, and Montrose are important B
seaports, with linen .panufactures. Dunfermline also

has extensive linen mau^. ''ctures. Perth and Stirling

are beautiful towns. Near ii'erth is Scone, where the

Scottish kings were crowned. Lnverness is the capital of

the North Highlands.
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is the area of Ireland ? Population ? Size ?

Capital ? How is it bounded ? How is it divided ?

Name the counties and their chief towns. How are

the counties bounded? Where are the towns situated?

Describe the surface of Ireland. Name the principal

nountains. Point them out on the map. Where are

f'ley situated ? What is said of the rivers ? Name the

lincipal. Trace their courses on the map. What
tov. ns do they flow past ? What are the principal lakes,

and where are they situated ? Describe the coast-line

of Ireland. Name the principal bays, &c. Point them

out on the map. Where are the)- situated? Name the

principal capes. Point them out on the map. Where

i.e they situated? Describe the climate of Ireland.

For what is it remarkable? Describe the s^il, product.s,

iiinerals, manufactures. What government has Ire-

land? Describe the principal towns. Where are they

situated? What great nataml curiosity exists in

Ireland 1

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

^niat is the most northern point of Ireland called ? What is the i On the south ? What cities are on the Shannon ? Which are the chief

most southern point of Ireland called ? How is Ireland separated from towns on the east coast ? On the north ? On the west? On the south?
England? From Scotland? What is the nearest town in Scotland? In what direction from Dublin is Londonderry? Cork? Belfast?

Which counties are on the west coast? On the north? On the east? ' Galway? Slis'o? Limerick?
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Iieinster, Twelve Counties.

Counties. Principal TowJi*.

Dublin, .... Dublin, Kingstown.
Wicklow, .... Wicklow, Arklow.
Wexford, .... Wexford, New Ross.
Kilkenny, .... Kilkenny.
Carlow, .... Carlow.
Kildare, .... Athy, Naas, Maynooth, Kildare.
Queen's Oounty, . . . Maryborough.
King's County, . . . TuUamore, Birr or Parsonstown.
Westmeath, . . . MulUngar, Athlone.
Longford, .... Longfonl.
Meatb, Trim, Navan.
Louth Dundalk, Drogheda.

Munster, Six Counties.
Waterford, .... Waterford, Dungarvan, Lisniore.
Tipperary, .... Clonmel, Cashel, Nenagh, Thurles,

Tipperary, Carrick-on- Suir.
Clare, Ennis.
Limerick Limerick.
Cork Cork, Queenstown, Bandon, Youghal,

Kinsale, Fermoy.
Kerry, Tralee, KiUarney, Dingle.

The surface of Ireland is generally low : about one-

sixth of it is covered with peat bogs. Mountains occur

in detached masses, generally near the coast, and most
frequently in the north and west. There are numerous
beautiful lakes, and the scenery in tlie mountainous dis-

tricts is exceedingly varied and picturesque. The prin-

cipal mountains are : MafjiUictuJdy^s Recks, with Cam
Tnal, the highest summit, in Kerry County, 3,400 feet;

Mount Nejiltin in Mayo, and Lugnaquilla Mount in Wick-
low. Besides these are the Donegal, Antrim, and Gonne-

niara Mounfaws.

Owing to the level country through which they flow,

the rivers of Ireland are slow, and navigable for the

greater part of their courses. The principal rivers are

:

the Shannon, with its lake expansions, LougJis Allen,

Bee, and Derg, flowiug west, 224 miles long, and navi-

gable for 213 ; the Blackwaf^r, Suir, and Barroir, flowing

south ; the Liffey and the Boyne, flowing east ; the Bann,

draining Lough JVeagh, the largest lake in Britain or Ire-

land ; the Erne, draining several beautiful lakes ; and
the Foyle, flowing north. The Lakes of KiUarney, cele-

brated for their beautiful scenery, are situated among the

mountains of Kerry.

Ireland, like Scotland, is deeply indented with bays

and loughs, especially on the west. The principal are :

. Loughs Foyle and SiriUy, on the north coast ; Donegal,

Clew, and Oahmiy Biys, mouth of the Shannon, Dingle,

ICenmare, and Bintry Bays, on the west coast; Cork,

Waterford, and other harbors on the south ; and Wexfoj-d

Harbor, Dublin, Dundalk, and Carlingford Bays, and

Belfast Lough, on the east coast.

The principal capes are : Howth Head, near Dublin, on

the east ; Fair Heeid, Malin Herid, and Bloody Foreland,

on the north ; Rossan Point, Slyne, and Dunmore Heads,

on the west ; and Cape Clear, and Carnsore Point, on the

Eouth.

The climate of Ireland is mild and healthy, but very

moist, owing to the prevailing westerly winds. To its

moist climate it owes the beautiful verdure with which

the fields are always clothed, and which has caused it to

be named the " Emerald Isle." The soil is fertile, but

is not so highly cultivated as in Britain. Cereals, flax,

potatoes, turnips, and hay are the staple agricultural

productions. Cattle are extensively reared, and exported

to Britain, as well as all kinds of dairy and farm produce.

Ireland possesses valuable minerals, but these are little

wrought. The peat bogs supply valuable fuel, peat being

used instead of coal.

The linen manufacture is the chief branch of industry,

and is carried on principally in the north.

The native Irish are Celts, but a large part of the popu-

lation, especially in the north, came originally from Eng-

land and Scotland. Xo religion is now established by

law, but nearly four-fifths of the population are Roman
Catholic. Since the year 1800 the Parliament of Ireland

has been united with that of Great Britain. The Queen
is represented in Ireland by the Lord-Lieutenant, who
resides at Dublin.

Owing to the failure of the potato crop, and other

causes, which led to extensive emtgration to America, the

population of Ireland has decreased 3,000,000 in forty

years, or more than one-third of the entire population.

Dublin (249,480), the capital, is a large and beautiful

city, and is celebrated for the number of its fine build-

ings, its beautiful bay and surrounding scenery. It is the

see of an archbishop, the residence of the Lord-Lieuten-

ant, and the seat of three universities. Its trade is car-

ried on chiefly with Liverpool. Xear it is Maynooth, with

a Roman Catholic college.

Belfast (207,671) is one of the most thriving cities in the

British Islands. It has risen into importance chiefly

within the present century, and is now the second city

in Ireland. It is the centre of the linen and sewed mus-

lin trade. Cork (78,301), the third city in Ireland, has a

magnificent harbor, and is the centre of a large trade.

Galimy is the largest town in Connaught, and possesses

an excellent harbor. Limerick and Waterford are im-

portant towns, with large manufactures. LoruJonderry,

JSfeirry, Dundalk, Drogheda, Wexford, and Sligo are sea-

ports engaged in the export of provisions. Kilkenny aud

Clonmel are the most important inland towns. Xear

Coleraine is the celebrated Giant's Causeway, a mass of

basaltic columns extending into the sea.

SWEDEN AND NORWAY.
S-weden and Nor-way form the peninsula of Scandi-

navia, situated between the Atlantic Ocean, Baltic Sea,

and Gulf of Bothnia, and form one power under the

same crown, but with separate governments. They are

separated from Denmark by the Skager Rack, Cattegat,

and the Sound.
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NORWAY.
Ajea, 125,640 square miles ; two-thirds the size of Ontario ; population,

1,913,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 15.

Norway occupies tlie western part of the peninsula,

and extends from the Arctic Ocean to the Skager Rack.

It is divided into twenty provinces.

Tlie surface is very mountainous, being composed of

high mountains or table-lands, extending the whole

length of the peninsula, about 1,100 miles, and called

the Kiolen Mountains in the north, the Dovrejield Moun-
tains in the middle, and the HardangerfielO Mountains in

the south. These mountains rise chiefly from high

plateaus, and are most abrupt and precipitous on the

west, where they sometimes form the sea-coast, and in

Sweden decline more gradually towards the Baltic Sea.

The principal plateaus are LangfiehJ, Sognejkld, Docre-

field, and Hardangerfield.
The rivers, owing to the formation of the country, are

comparatively short rapid torrents ; the principal is the

Qlomrncn, flowing into the Skager Rack after a course of

340 miles.

The coast-line of Norway is remarkable for its deep

indentations called fiords, naiTow arms of the sea, ex-

tending sometimes 50 miles into the land between pre-

cipitous mountains, and abounding in picturesque but

wild scenery. The principal capes are the JS'orth Cape,

the northern extremity of the country, and the Naze, the

southern extremity.

Numerous small islands extend along the coast, the

principal of which are the Lofoden Isles, with important

fisheries. Near them is the dangerous whirlpool, the

Maelstrom, caused by the meeting of opposing tidal cur-

rents.

The climate of Norway is very severe but healthy, and
owing to the influence of the Atlantic Ocean is much more
moist than that of Sweden. The soil is in general rocky

and barren, although some tracts are fertile and well

cultivated. In the northern part, within the Arctic cir-

cle, the sun does not set for weeks together at midsum-
mer, and is not seen for the same length of time at mid-
winter.

The chief wealth of Norway is derived from its mines,

forests, and fisheries. Timber, iron, and eider-down

are largely exported. It possesses also silver and copper

mines.

Norway was an independent kingdom previous to 1397,

when it was united with Denmark. It was joined to

Sweden in 1814, but is governed by a separate ministry

and legislature or Storthing. The religion is the Luth-
eran. It is the most thinly peopled country in Europe.

Chri^tiania (119,400), the capital, is situated at the

head of a fiord of the same name. It is largely engaged
in commerce, and has a university. Bergen (40,000) is

the second city in size, and an important seaport, with

large exports of timber and dried fish. Drontheim is also

an important town, and the former capital of Norway.

Eoraas has extensive copper mines. At FredericksTiald,

Charles XII. of Sweden was killed while besieging it.

Hammerfest is the most northerly town in Europe. Stuv-

anger is an important seaport on the southwest.

SWEDEN.
Area, 170,980 square miles ; nearly the size of Ontario

; population,

4,572,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 26.

Sweden occupies the eastern portion of the Scandi-

navian peninsula, including part of Lapland in the north,

and extending along the western shores of the Gulf of

Bothnia and the Baltic Sea.

It is divided into three great divisions, Gothland, Svea-

land, and Norland, and these are subdivided into 25 lans

or governments.

Sweden resembles Norwayin most of its characteristics,

but the slope of the mountains is more gradual towards

the sea. It has many rivers, but they are rapid and im-

petuous, and of little value for commerce. More than

one-half of the surface is covered with vast forests.

Numeroiis lakes form the most striking feature of the

country. The principal ai-e Lakes Yiener, Wetter, Malar,

and Hielmar.

The islands of Gottland and Oland in the Baltic belong

to Sweden.

The climate, like that of Norway, is severe, and agri-

culture is only carried on in the south.

The mines of Sweden are very valuable. They are

celebrated for their iron, which is considered the best

in the world ; the copper mines of Dalecarlia are also

famous. The principal mining districts are in the valley

of the Dal.

The form of government is a limited monarchy, and

the religion Lutheran.

Stockholm (176,000), the capital, is situated partly on

the mainland and partly on some small islands at the

junction of Lake Malar with the Baltic. It possesses a

safe and commodious harbor, and carries on an extensive

trade. Gothenburg (74,000) is the second city, and an

important seaport, with large exports of iron and timber.

Upsala is famous for its university. Carlscrona, in the

south, situated on five small islands, is the principal sta-

tion of the navy. Dannemora has celebrated iron mines,

and Fahlun, Norkaping, Mahno, and Calmar are the

only other towns of importance. %
LAPLAND.

Lapland lies to the north-east of Sweden, and is the

most northerly part of Europe. It belongs nominally to

Sweden and Russia, but the country is so poor, and the

inhabitants are so wandering, that the latter are practi-

cally independent. They are small in stature, and subsist





EXERCISES ON THE
LESSON.

What is the area of Denmark? Popala"

tion? Size? Capital? Which are the princi-

pal islands? What channels are between the

islands and mainland ? Describe the surface

of Denmark. Describe the climate and soil.

What is said of the maritime enterprise of the

Danes ? Of their manufactures, &.c. ? What

islands belong to Denmark? Describe Ice-

land, its volcanoes, gejsers, &c. What is its

chief town? What other possessions has Den-

Toark? What is said of the government? De-

scribe the chief towns. What countries com-

pose Scandinavia? How is the peninsula

situated? What is the area of Norway?

Population? Size? Capital? Describe the

surface. Name the principal plateaux. What

is said of the rivers? Describe the coast-line

of Norway. What famous whirlpool is near

Norway, and where is it? Describe the

tlimate. Soil. What minerals are principally

found? What is said of Norway? Describe

the chief towns. How is Denmark separated

from Sweden and Norway ? How is Zealand

separated from Sweden ? How is Copenhagen

situated ? In what direction from Copenhagen

is St Petersburg? London?—(see Europe.)

Christiania? Stockholm? Where is Iceland 1

—(see Europe.) What is the area of Sweden!

Population ? Size ? Capital ? How is it

bounded? How is it divided? What islands

belong to Sweden? Describe the climate, &c.

For what is Sweden celebrated ? What is the

form of government and religion ? Describe

the chief towns. Where is Lapland situated !

To whom does it belong? Describe the people.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

How is Sweden separated from Russia? From Prussia? From
Denmark? How is Norway separated from Denmark? What islands

are on the west coast of Norway? What islands are in the Baltic?

How is Christiania situated? Bergen? Drontheim? Hammerfcst?

In what direction from London is Christiania? In what direction from

Christiania is Stockholm? In what direction from Stockhcira is St

Petersburg ? Copenhagen ? Warsaw i
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ctiefiy upon the flesh and milk of the reindeer. They

profess Christianity, but mingle with it many Pagan

superstitious.

DENMARK.
Area, 14,840 square miles ; more than two-thirds the size of Nova

Scotia
; population, 1,969,CI00

;
persons to a square mile, 133.

Denmark comprises the peninsula of Jutland and a

group of islands lying at the entrance of the Baltic Sea.

It is bounded on the north by the Skager Rack ; on the

west by the Xortli Sea ; on the south by Germany ; and

on the east by the Baltic, the Sound, and the Cattegat.

The principal -islands are Zealand, Funen, and Laa-

liind ; and besides these are numerous smaller islands,

both on the east and west coasts.

The straits between the islands and the mainland are

called the Sound, the Great Belt, and Little Belt. The
most northerly point of the peninsula is called the Skaw.

The surface of Denmark is flat, scarcely interrupted

even by a hill, and the rivers are small. The only navi-

gable river is the Eider, flowing into the North Sea ; it is

connected with the Baltic by the Canal of Kiel.

The climate is damp ; the soil in the south is fertile

and well cultivated, but in the north it consists of barren

and dreary wastes. The Danes have always been cele-

brated for their maritime enterprise. Their manufac-

tures are unimportant, the inhabitants being chiefly en-

gaged in agriculture or the fisheries.

Denmark possesses also the island of Iceland and the

Faroe Mands. Iceland is situated in the Atlantic, about

200 miles east of Greenland. The climate is cold and

the country barren. The island is famed for its numer-

ous volcanoes, the largest of which is Mount Heckt, and

for the geysers, or boiling springs, which throw up

columns of boiling water at intervals, sometimes to the

height of 80 feet. Iceland was peopled by the Norwe-

gians in 874, and contains about 72,400 inhabitants.

The chief town is Reikia vik.

The Faroe Islands are situated between Iceland and

the Shetland Isles, and export large quantities of eider-

down.

The foreign possessions of Denmark are the islands of

St. Thomas, St. John, and Santa Cruz, in the West In-

dies, and Greenland, in the Arctic Ocean. ••

The government is a limited monarchy, and the estab-

lished religion the Lutheran. Education is carefully pro-

vided for.

CopenJiagen (235,000), the capital, is situated on the

east coast of the Island of Zealand, and possesses a fine

harbor. It contains a university, and some fine palaces

and buildings. It was bombarded by Lord Nelson in

1801, and by Admiral Gambler in 1807, when the Danish

fleet was taken to England. Elsinore is situated on the

east coast of the Island of Zealand, at the narrowest part

of the Sound, the passage of which is commanded by
the Castle of Kronborg. All vessels entering the Baltic

formerly had to pay dues to Denmark at Elsinore. Aal-

borrj and Aarhuus are seaports.

RUSSIA IN EUROPE.
Are.'., 2,074,686 square miles; rather larger than the Canadian North-

west Territories and Manitoba ; population, 85,000,000 ; persons to

a square mile, 39.

Russia in Europe is bounded on the north by the

Arctic Ocean ; en the we.st by Sweden, the Gulf of Both-

nia, the Baltic Sea, Germany, and Austria ; on the south

by Rcumania, the Black Sea, and Mount Caucasus ; and

on the east by the Caspian Sea, the Ural River, and Ural

Mountains, which also sepai-ate it from Siberia or Asiatio

Russia.

The empire of Russia, of which by far the greater por-

tion is in Asia, comprises more than one-half of Europe

and more than one-third of Asia ; the whole extent being

a little less than that of the empire of Great Britain, and

about one-sixth of the whole land surface of the globe.

In population, it is far inferior to the British Empire,

containing altogether only about 100,000,000 inhabitants,

of which Russia in Europe has the greater part.

Ilussia in Europe is divided into 71 governments. It

consists of one vast level plain, with few hills, and with-

out a single mountain, except on the boundaries. South

and east of St. Petersburg are the Valdai Hills, a raised

table-land, in which most of the large rivers of Russia

rise. In the south-east are vast stepjx's or desert sandy

plains. The f,"r«Z ^OM/itozV/s, forming the eastern bound-

ary, extend about 1,200 miles from the Arctic Ocean

southward, nearly to the Caspian Sea, rising in some

parts upwards of 5,000 feet in height. The Mounts Cau-

casus extend from the Sea of Azov along the north-eastern

shore of the Black Sea and eastward to the Caspian Sea

;

Mount Elburz, the highest peak, being 18,526 feet high.

The rivers of Russia are large but sluggish, owing to

the level nature of the country which they traverse. The

principal are the Petchora, flowing into the Arctic Ocean;

the Dnna, flowing into the White Sea ; the Neva, Duna,

uViemen, and Vistida (the latter rising in Russian Poland,

and flowing through Prussia), into the Baltic ; and the

Dnieper, Bon, and Volga, flowing south into the Black

Sea, the Sea of Azov, and the Caspian Sea respectively.

The Volga is the largest river in Europe ; it is about 2,200

miles long, and is navigable for the greater part of its

course.

A number of large lakes extend from near St. Peters-

burg to the White Sea, and by means of these, and a

series of canals, the White Sea is connected with the

Baltic. St. Petersburg is also connected with the Caspian

Sea by the Volga River and canals. The prinoipal lakes

are Ladoga, Onega, Saima, Ilnien, and Peipus.
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Russia possesses but little sea-coast compared with the

extent of its territory ; the WJdie Sea and Arctic Ocean

are on the north ; the eastern portion of the Baltic, with

the Gulfs of Bothnia, Finland, and Riga, on the west

;

the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov on the south ; and the

Caspian Sea on the south-east.

The islands belonging to Russia are Waigatz, Nova

Zeinbla, and ^pitzbergeii in the Arctic Ocean ; the Aland

Isles, and Dago and Oesel in the Baltic. Between the

Black Sea and Sea of Azov is the peninsula of the Crimea,

joined to the mainland by the Isthmus of PerelMp.

The climate is cold and severe at the north, but not so

extreme as in North America in the same latitude. At

the soiith it is warmer. The soil is barren in the north,

and in the south-east, where the vast steppes cover the

country ; but fertile in the south and west, where barley,

oats, and wheat are extensively cultivated and exported.

Hemp is grown in the west to a great extent.

.

The Ural Mountains contain valuable mines of gold,

silver, copper, and iron. Manufactures are greatly neg-

lected. The chief exports are timber, hemp, grain, flax,

tallow, pitch, wool, and furs.

The government is an absolute monarchy, and the re-

ligion that of the Greek Church. The Czar is the absolute

head both of the Church and of the State. Until March,

1861, the peasants were serfs or vassals of the proprietors

of the land upon which they were born. They are now
free ; and education, which was formerly altogether neg-

lected, is now becoming diffused, and the condition of

the people improved. The nobles are wealthy, and live

in a stj'le of rough magnificence.

St. Petersburg (670,000), the capital, is situated on the

left bank of the Neva, and on two small islands adjoin-

ing. It was founded by Peter the Great, and is one of

the most imposing and important capitals of Europe.

Kronstadt is its port, and the chief station of the Rus-

sian navy. It is strongly fortified. Riga, Revel, and
Helsingfors on the Baltic, are important commercial towns,

strongly fortified, with large exports of flax, hemp, tim-

ber, and grain. Archangel, on the northern Dvina, near

its entrance into the White Sea, is an important commer-
cial town. Vilna, the former capital of Lithuania, has a

large trade. The greater part of the inhabitants are Jews.

Moscow (602,000), the former capital, in the centre of the

country, is the great emporium of trade in the interior. It

is noted for having been destroyed by its Russian de-

fenders in 1812, causing Napoleon Bonaparte to commence
his disastrous retreat. Odessa (184,000) is the chief port on
the Black Sea. It is strongly fortified, and makes large

exports of grain. • Taganrog, on the Sea of Azov, has a

large trade in grain. Sehastopol, in the Crimea, is cele-

brated for its siege by the English and French armies in

1854-55 ; since the destruction of Sehastopol, Nikolaiev is

the chief naval station of the Russians in the Black Sea.

Kiev, on the right bank of the Dnieper, is one of the oldest

cities in the empire. It was here that Christianity was
first introduced, and it is regarded as a sacred city.

Tula, about 100 miles south of Moscow, has large manu-
factures, chiefly of iron and steel. Astrakhan, on an island

at the mouth of the Volga, is the emporium of the trade on

the Caspian Sea with Persia and other eastern countries.

Nijni Novgorod, at the junction of the Oka with the Vol-

ga, is famed for its annual fairs, lasting from July to

September, and attracting upwards of 200,000 persons

from all parts of Europe and Asia. Kasan, 430 miles

east of Moscow, near the Volga, has a large trade with

Siberia and Tartary.

Caucasia is situated between the Black and Caspian

Seas, both north and south of the Caucasian range. The
men were celebrated for their bravery, and long defied

the power of Russia; the women are remarkable for their

beauty. Large numbers emigrated to Turkey, rather

than submit to Russian rule.

Finland, in the north-west, between the Giilfs of Fin-

land and Bothnia, formerly belonged to Sweden, but was

in 1809 annexed to Russia.

Poland lies to the south-west of Russia, between Prus-

sia and Austria. It was once a powerful independent

kingdom, but towards the end of last century was seized

and divided between Russia, Prussia, and Austria. It

was at one time rather larger than France, and contained

12,000,000 inhabitants ; the greater part is now subject

to Russia.

Its surface is level, and well adapted for the production

of grain, which is largely exported.

The Poles are a brave and patriotic people. In 1830,

and again in 1863, they made determined but unsuccess-

ful attempts to throw ofP the foreign yoke.

Warsaw (308,000), on the Vistula, was the ancient capi-

tal. It suffered greatly in the sieges of 1794 and 1831 :

it is now the principal station for the Russian army in

Poland. Its university was suppressed in 1834. About

35,000 of the inhabitants are Jews.

HOLLAND, OR THE NETHERLANDS.
Area (including Luxemburg), 13,740 square miles ; nearly two-thirds

the size of Xova Scotia ;
population, 4,270,000 ;

persons to a square

mile, 311.

Hedland is bounded on the north and west by the

North Sea ; on the south by Belgium ; and on the east

by Germany.

It is divided into twelve provinces, including those

portions of the old Duchies of Limburg and Luxemburg
(the latter lying to the south-east of Belgium) which be-

long to it. Until 1866, Dutch Luxemburg formed part

of the German Confederation.

Holland is the lowest and most level country in Europe,

a great part of the surface being below the sea-level at
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EXERCISES ON THE
LESSON.

What is the area of Holland ? Population ?

Size? Capital? How is Holland bounded

f

How is it divided ? Describe its surface.

What is said of the canals? Describe the

coast-line. What rivers flow through Holland ?

Trace the whole of their courses on the map.

Describe the islands. What is said of the

lakes ? Of the Salt Lake near Dort ? Describe

the climate and soil. Industry and manu-

factures. What is said of Holland ? What

foreign possessions has it ? Where are they

situated? Describe the chief cities. Point

them out on the map, and state where they are

situated. What is the area of Belgium?

Pojiulation? Size? Capital? How is Bel-

gium bounded? Point out the boundaries on

the map. How is it divided? Describe its

surface. Its principal rivers. Trace their

courses on the map. Describe the coast-line.

The climate and soil. What is said of the

population and trade of Belgium? Of iu

mines? What is said of the former position of

Belgium? What historical account is given?

Describe the chief cities. Where are they

situated ?

EXERCISES .ON THE MAP.

In what direction from Brussels is Antwerp? Ostend? Liege?

What is the length of Holland? Of Belgium? Their breadth ? What

iX>untries adjoin Holland? What sea washes its shores? What

countries adjoin Belgium"' What large river flows through Holland?

What other countries does it flow through or past ? How is Amsterdam

situated? How is Rotterdam situated? Antwerp? In what direction

frotn Amsterdam is London Brussels ?
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high water. It is protected from the encroachment of the

sea by enormous dykes, or banks faced with stone and
wood. Canals, which are numerous, have long formed

the chief highways for traffic, but railways now connect

the principal points.

The coast-line is much broken by the estuaries of the

Rivers Rhine, Maas, and Schddt, which enter the sea by

a number of mouths, and form numerous large islands.

The principal additional inlets are the Zuyder Zee, and

the D<Alarf.. These were formerly inland lakes, but the

sea has broken in upon them. From the mouth of the

Zuyder Zee a chain of islands extends north-east along

the coast, the principal of which is Texel. There are

many lakes near the coast, which are gradually being

drained. The Salt Lake, near Dort, at the mouth of the

Maas, was, in 1440, formed by an inundation of the sea,

which destroyed 73 villages, and more than 20,000 per-

sons.

The climate is damp and cold, but the soil is rich and
productive, and is industriously cultivated. Horticulture

has been brought to great perfection ; and cattle are

reared in large numbers. The manufactures are large

and valuable, consisting chiefly of linen and earthenware.

Holland, after throwing off the Spanish yoke, was the

foremost commercial nation in the world ; but successive

wars, and the rivalry of Great Britian and other commer-
cial powers, have greatly diminished its trade.

Its foreign possessions now comprise : Jdca, Celebes, the

Moluccas, or Spice Islands, and parts of Sumatra, Borneo,

and Kew Guinea, in the East Indies ; Curuqoa and several

other islands in the West Indies (see page 44) ; Surinam,

or Dutch Guiana, in South America ; and some forts on
the coast of Guinea in Africa.

Amsterdam (338,000), the capital, is one of the first

commercial cities of Europe. The site of the city is

marshy, and the houses are built on piles. It is inter-

sected by canals, crossed by about 300 bridges. Rotter-

dam (142,000) is next in importance and commerce.

North of it is " Tlie Hague'' (123,000), the residence of

the Court, and a beautiful city. Leyden is celebrated for

its university, and for its heroic defense against the

Spaniards, in 1573. Utreclit is famous for its treaties,

and has large woollen manufactures. Bois le Due has

linen manufactures. Haarlejn, Maastricht, and Luxem-
htrg are important towns.

BELGIUM.
Area, 11, .378 square miles ; three-fifths the size of Nova Scotia

;
popula-

tion, 5,536,000 ; persons to a square mile, 487.

Belgium is bounded on the north by Holland ; on the

west by the North Sea ; on the south by France ; and on

the east by Germany and Luxemburg.

It is divided into nine provinces.

The surface is in general level. In the south and

east the country presents a pleasing variety of gentle

eminences and undulating plains.

The principal rivers are the Scheldt, draining the west,

and the Me use, with its tributary the Sambre, draining

the east ; both flow through Holland into the German
Ocean. The coast is low, and the country is protected

from the sea by sand-hills or dunes.

The climate is mild and pleasant : the soil is produc-

tive, and most industriously cultivated. Belgium is the

most densely peopled country in the world, and has large

and important manufactures, chiefly of lace, cambric, and
woollens. It also possesses extensive iron and coal mines.

Belgium was at one time the foremost commercial

country of Europe, but gave place to Holland, which in

turn yielded its supremacy to Great Britain.

Belgium, formerly called Flanders, belonged succes-

sively to Biirgundy, Austria, Spain, and France. In

1814 it was joined to Holland, forming the Kingdom of

the Netherlands. In the Revolution of 1830 it achieved

its independence, and in 1831 Leopold of Saxe-Coburg,

uncle of Queen Victoria, was elected king.

Brussels (400,000), the capital, is one of the most beau-

tiful cities of Europe, and has a large trade in the manu-
facture of lace and carpets. Ten miles to the south is

the battle-field of Waterloo, where Napoleon was de-

feated by the British, in 1815. Antwerp (160,000) is

the most important port, and carries on the largest trade.

It was formerly the first city in Europe for commerce,

and has a celebrated cathedral. Glient (131,000) and

Bruges have large cotton manufactures. Ostend is an

important seaport. Mons and Knmur are important for-

tified towns : the former has a considerable iron and coal

trade ; the latter manufactures cutlery and hardware.

Lourain is the seat of the principal university. Malines

or Mechlin is famous for its lace manufactures. Liege

(120,000) is the most important iron manufacturing town

on the continent.

PRANCE.
Area, 204,096 square miles ; about the same size as the province of

Quebec
;
population, 37,672,000 ; persons to a square mile, 185.

France is bounded on the north by Belgium and the

English Channel ; on the west by the Bay of Biscay ; on

the south by Spain and the Mediterranean ; and on the

east by Italy, Switzerland, and Germany.

Previous to the Revolution in 1789, France was divided

into 34 provinces ; after that event it was divided into 86

departments, named from the rivers or mountains within

their boundaries. In 1860, the Duchy of Savoy and

County of Nice were ceded to France by the King of Italy.

At the close of the war of 1871, Alsace and part of Lor-

raine were ceded by France to Germany.

The surface of France consists chiefly of undulating
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plains, except in the east, which is mountainous. The
highest mountains in the south are the Pyrenees, forming

the boundary between France and Spain, the highest

summit being Maladetta or Pic de Xethou (11,168 feet).

In tlie east are the Alx)S, forming the boundary between

France and Italy, with Mont Blanc, 15,781 feet above

the sea, the highest mountain in Europe ; the Jura
M<Aintains between France and Switzerland ; and the

Vosges MounUnns between France and the lately ceded

province of Alsace. To the west of the Jura Mountains

is the plateau of Burgundy, from which the Cevenhes ex-

tend south-west, forming the boundary between the basin

of the Rhone and the rivers flowing west into the Bay of

Biscay. To the west of the central Ceveunes chain are

the mountains of Aucergne and Forez.

France may be divided into four great river-basins, all

sloping from the mountains in the eastern part of the

country to the sea—that of the tributaries of the Rhine,

the Moselle, and the Me use, flowing north ; the Seine,

flowing into the English Channel ; the Loii-e and Garonne,

flowing west from the Cevennes to the Bay of Biscay

;

and the Rhone, flowing south into the Gulf of Lions.

The extent of navigable rivers and canals is upwards of

8,000 miles.

France is very compact in territorj', and is washed on
three sides by the sea. The principal cape is Cape de la

Hog lie, in the north. The principal bays and gulfs are

:

St. Michael's Bay, on the north-west ; the B'ly of Biscay,

on the west ; and the Gulf of Lions, on the south. The
only island of importance belonging to it is Corsica, which
is mountainous, and noted as having been the birth-

place of Napoleon Bonaparte. The Hyeres Islands, near

Toulon, in the Mediterranean, are celebrated for the sa-

lubrity of their climate. On the north-west is Ushant

;

and in the Bay of Biscay, Belle Isle, Re, Oleron, etc.

The climate of France is one of the finest in Europe,

as the country is situated about the middle of the tem-

perate zone. The soil is fertile, and favorable for agri-

culture, which forms the occupation of three-fifths of the

population. Its productions are various; in the north,

wheat and grain ; in the middle and south, the vine ; and
in the south, olives, figs, oranges, almonds, and other

southern fruits. The wines and brandies of France are

celebrated, and are considered to be among the best in

the world. Beet-root is extensively cultivated for the

manufacture of sugar.

In manufactures and commerce, France is one of the

first countries in the world, but still much inferior to

Great Britain. The principal manufactures are silks,

woollens, porcelain, jewelry, articles of fashion, laces,

gloves, and fancy wares. Its imports and exports amount
to about 1,400,000,000 dollars. France is one of the five

great powers of Europe, and maintains a standing army
of from 500,000 to 600,000 men, which is kept up by

conscription. The annual revenue is nearly one-third

more than that of Great Britain, and the public debt is

the largest in the world.

France has been the scene of many revolutions and
changes, commencing with the memorable Revolution of

1789. The present government is republican ; but its

political affairs are still somewhat unsettled.

In literature and science, France has always held a

high position in the world ; but popular education was
much neglected until Louis Philippe ascended the throne,

since which time au extensive and well-organized system

has been established under the control of Government.

The established religion is the Roman Catholic, but all

religions are tolerated, and Protestant clergymen are also

paid by the State.

The foreign possessions of France are the colony ot

Algeria and the protectorate of Tunis, in the north of

Africa; Senegal, and other settlements in the west; and
portions of Madagascar, the island of Reunion, or Boiu-

lion, with some smaller islands, in the Indian Ocean. In

Asia, Yanaon, Chandernagore, Karikal, and Pondieherry,

on the east coast of Hindostan, and Mahe on the west

;

and French Cochin China, and the protectorate of Cam-
bodia. In North America, the islands of St. Pierre,

Langley, and Miquelon, off the coast of Newfoundland

;

Gucululoupe, Martinique, and other islands, in the West

Indies ; and French Guiana, in South America. In Oce-

anica. New Caledonia, the Marquesas Islands, and other

settlements.

Paris (2,269,000), the capital, situated on the Seine, is

the second largest city in Europe ; in architectural splen-

dor and beauty, it ranks first. It was much improved

during the reign of the Emperor Napoleon III. It is

the great centre for the manufacture of articles of

taste and fashion ; and is distinguished for the number
and high character of its literary, art, and scientific insti-

tutions, no less than for its numerous splendid palaces,

churches, and places of amusement. Near Paris are Ver-

sailles, celebrated for its palace and gardens, and Sevres,

for porcelain manufactures. Lyons (373,000), on the

Rhone, the second city in France, is celebrated for its

silk manufactures. Marseilles (360,000), on the Medi-

terranean, is one of the oldest and most important cities

in Europe. It is the great link of communication be-

tween France and the Levant, and is the largest sea-

port in France. A little to the east is Toulon, an im-

portant naval port and arsenal. The other seaports are

Bordeaux (221,000), with a large wine trade, on the

Garonne ; La Rochelle, near the naouth of the Charente ;

and Nantes (122,000), on the Loire, on the west coast

;

and St. Malo, Earre (103,000), at the mouth of the Seine,

and Diepxte, on the north coast. The fortified naval porta

are Cherbourg, on the north, and Brest, V Orient, and

Rocliefort, on the west.
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is the area o< France? Population? Size? Capiul? How

is France bounded? How is France divided? What parts of the

country were ceded to France in i860? Describe the surface of France.

Name the principal mountains, and describe their positions. Into what

natural divisions may France be divided ? Name the principal rivers.

What is said of the rivers and canals? What is said of the outline of

France ? Of the islands ? Of the bays and gulfs ? Of the capes ? State

where they are situated. Describe the climate of France. Its soil, &c.

Its productions. For Vifhat is it celebrated ? What is said of the manu-

fectures and commerce of France ? What is said of the army ? What is

said of the political history of France? WnaC is said of literature and

science in France? Name the foreign possessions of France? Where
are they situated? Describe the chief cities of Fravce. What is the

area of Switzerland? Population? Size? Capital? How is Switzer-

land bounded? Of what is it composed? Describe the .surface. The
principal mountain chains. Name the highest mountains. For what

are the Alps remarkable? Name the principal rivers. Name the

principal lakes. Where are they situated? Describe the scenery of

Switzerland. The soil and products. The people—their language and

religion. Describe the chief towns.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

What large rivers flow into the Bay of Biscay? Into the Medi-

terranean? Into the English Channel? What is the most westerly

bland of France called ? On what river is Paris situated ? What other

large cities are situated on its banks? Oh the Rhine? On the Rhone?

On the Loire? On the Garonne? What large citi;:s are on the Medi-

terranean shore? In what direction from Paris is Strasburg? Mar-

seilles? Lyons? Bordeaux? Brest? Rheims? How is Spain

separated from France? A\Tiat is the latitucJe and longitude of France?

How long is it? How is France separated from Germany? From

Switzerland? From ItalyT From Spain? From England? What

large bay is on the v.est coast ? What islands belonging to Britain are

off the north-west coast? What large island in the Mediterranean

belongs to France?
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In the Rkone basin are : Montpclkr, near the Mediter-

ranean, noted for its salubrious climate ; Nhnes, noted

for its old Roman antiquities ; Avignon, on the Rhone, the

ancient residence of some of the Popes ; Dijon, the centre

of the Burgundy wine trade ; Chambery, the chief town
of Savoy, and Nice, a favoiite health resort.

In the north : Rouen (105,000), Amiens, Abbeville, Lille

(178,000), and Rheims have large woollen and cotton

manufactures. Amiens has a fine cathedral, and is

memorable for the treaty made there in 1802 between

France and England ; in the cathedral of Rheims the

French kings were usually crowned ; near Abbeville is

the ancient battle-field of Crecy, and farther north that

of Agincourt ; Lille is strongly fortified. Valenciennes

is celebrated for its lace.

In the basin of the Loire are : Tours and Orleans, noted

for their manufactures of cloth ; Orleans is celebrated as

the scene of the exploits of Joan of Arc; St. Etienne

(126,000) is the chief seat of the iron manufactures of

France.

Farther south are : Limoges, on the Tienne, and An-
gcniUnie, on the Charente ; the latter has some porcelain

manufactures. Toulouse (137,000), on the Garonne, is

where Wellington defeated Soult in 1814 ; Pau, near the

Pyrenees, is a favorite resort for invalids; Bayonne is

where the bayonet was invented ; and Biarritz is a fash-

ionable watering-place.

SPAIN.
Area, 193,380 square miles; about the same size as Ontario; popula-

tion, 16,340,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 84.

Spain is bounded on the north by France and the Bay

of Biscay ; on the west by Portugal and the Atlantic

Ocean ; on the south and east by the Mediterranean.

It was formerly divided into 14 provinces ; but since

1833 it has been subdivided into 48 smaller provinces or

governments. Spain is the most mountainous country

in Europe, with the exception of Switzerland. The cen-

tral region is an elevated table-land, occupying about

one-half of the whole area of the country, and nearly

surrounded by mountains. The principal mountains are

the Pyrenees, forming the boundary between Spain and
France, extending westward under the name of the Can-

i4ibr'ian chain, or mountains of Asturias, and terminating

in Cape Finisterre on the Atlantic. Farther south, and
extending from east to west, are the mountains of Castile^

the Sierra Toledo and the Sierra Morena ; and on the

south coast the Sierra Nevada, the highest summit of

which is Mulahacera (11,680 feet), the most elevated point

in the peninsula. Between these chains are large and
fertile plains, through which the principal rivers flow,

the elevated central plateau forming the boundary be-

tween those flowing west and those flowing east ; the

Minho, DourOf Tagus, Chiadiana, and Gv.adalqxiivir, flow

west into the Atlantic ; and the Ebro, Guadalariar, Xu-
cur, and Segura flow east into the Mediterranean.

The coast is bold and mountainous ; the principal

capes are Ortfgal, Finisterre, and Trafalgar (where Nel-

son fell victorious in 1805) on the west coast ; Cape Ta-

rifa and Europa Point on the south ; and Capes Gata,

Palos, Nao, and Creux, on the east. The islands belong-

ing to Spain are the Balearic Isles (including Majorca,

Minorca, Tnr/t, and Formentera, and two smaller islands),

in the Mediterranean.

The climate of Spain varies. In the valleys the heat

is excessive ; and the high table-lands are alternately sub-

ject to scorching hot winds and freezing winter blasts,

both destructive to vegetation. The soil is in general rich,

but it is poorly cultivated. Olives, figs, vines, oranges, and
lemons grow in great abundance. Vast flocks of merino
sheep, the wool of which is particularly valuable, are

reared on the high lands ; and the horses of Andalusia,

in the south, are famous.- The mines of Spain are also

valuable, especially those of iron, lead, and quicksilver

;

but they are little wrought. The chief exports are fruit,

wool, wine, cork, lead, iron pyrites, and grain.

Spain was formerly one of the first powers of Europe,

and ruled over a large part of it, besides possessing the

greater part of America, from Mexico southwards ; but it

now ranks as a second-rate power. Of all its vast for-

eign possessions there now remain only the islands of

Cuba and Puerto Riro in the West Indies, the Philippine

and Ladrone Islands in the Pacific, and the Canaries and
other small islands off the coast of Africa. It also pos-

sesses Ceuta and some minor settlements on the north

coast of Africa.

The government, after the revolution of 1820, was a

limited monarchy, but in 1868 Queen Isabella was driven

from the throne. After various changes of government,

Alfonso, son of the ex-Queen Isabella, became king in

1874, and the government is now a constitutional mon-
archy. The established religion is the Roman Catholic.

Spain once possessed many universities, but now they

are neither numerous nor well attended. Popular educa-

tion is in a very low state, and the people are very ignor-

ant. Bull-fighting was formerly a favorite amusement,

but has now somewhat declined.

Madrid (367,000), the capital, is situated on an elevated

plain about 2,000 feet above the sea, near the centre of

the country. About 30 miles north-west is the celebrated

palace, the Escurial. Barcelona (216,000), on the Med-

iterranean, is the second city in size, but the chief in

importance for commerce, wealth, and manufactures.

Seville (119,000), the former Moorish capital of Spain, on

the Guadalquivir, is a large and handsome city. Cadi^,

on the Island of Leon, is an important naval and com*

mercial port, strongly fortified. Murcia, on the Segura,

and Valencia (153,000), on the Guadalaviar, near thp
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Mediterranean, have large manufactures of silk. Mal-

aga, Almen'a, and Alicante, on the southern coast, large-

ly export fruit. Xeres, near the mouth of the Guadal-

quivir, is celebrated for its sherry wine. Ferrol, on the

north-west, and Cartagena, on the south-east, possess

very fine harbors, and are naval stations. Near Ferrol

is Corunna, with a fine harbor, where Sir John Moore

was killed. In the valley of the Douro are Valladolid,

in former times the capital of the Spanish monarchy,

and Salamanca, celebrated for its university. On the

Tagus is Toledo, an ancient city, celebrated for its sword

manufactures. On the Guadalquivir is Cordova, famous

in ancient and mediaeval history, under the Romans and

the Moors. Chxmada, in the south-east, a former capital

of the Moorish kings, contains the celebrated palace of

the Alhambra. Saragossa, on the Ebro, is noted for its

defence against the French in 1808-9. Many of the cities

of Spain are celebrated as the scenes of great battles

and sieges during the Peninsular War, between Great

Britain and France, at the commencement of this cen-

tury ; as Badajoz, Talavera, Ciudad Rodrigo, Salamanca,

Vittoria, and others.

Gibraltar, at the extreme south of Spain, is the strongest

fortress in the world, and has belonged to Britain since

1704. It is built on a precipitous rock, 1,500 feet high,

and has stood three sieges, the last and most memorable

of which continued for more than three years (1779-83),

against the French and Spanish forces.

PORTUGAL.
Area, 34,606 square miles ; about the size of Newfoundland ; population,

4,350,000 ; persons to a square mile, 126.

Portugal occupies the south-western portion of the

Iberian Peninsula, and lies between Spain and the Atlan-

tic Ocean. It is divided into six provinces.

Portugal resembles Spain in most of its physical fea-

tures and productions.

It is traversed by several of the mountain ranges and
rivers of Spain. The Serra d^Estrella, a continuation of

the mountains of Castile, terminate in Cai^e de Roca, the

most westerly point of Europe. The Serra d'Ossa and
Serra Monchique, continuations of the Sierra Nevada,

terminate in Gaj)e St. Vincent, off which Admiral Jervis

defeated the Spanish fleet in 1797. The Douro and Tagus
enter the Atlantic in Portugal, and the Minho and Chxa-

diana form respectively the northern and south-eastern

boundaries between Portugal and Spain. The Mondego
is the only river of importance wholly Portuguese.

The climate is delightful, although excessively warm
in the valleys ; and the soil, like that of Spain, is rich,

though poorly cultivated. Vines, oranges, lemons, olives,

and figs grow abundantly. The principal exports are

port wine, cork, oil, and fruit.

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries Portugal was

the most enterprising maritime power in Europe. The
Portuguese were the first discoverers of the route to India

by the Cape of Good Hope, and the first voyage round the

world was made by a fleet under Magellan, a Portuguese

navigator ; but they have now greatly declined, and com-
merce, manufactures, and agriculture are muchneglected.

The foreign possessions remaining to Portugal are

Madeira, the Caj'^e Verde Islands, Angola, Benguela, Mo-
zambique, and other settlements in Africa; Goa, and
several other settlements in Hindostan ; Macao and other

settlements in China ; and Solor, Flares, and settlements

at Timor, in the Indian Archipelago. The Azores Islands

also belong to Portugal. Brazil, in South America, for-

merly in its possession, became independent in 1822.

The government is now a limited monarchy, and the

established religion the Roman Catholic.

Lisbon (265,000), the capital, is situated on the Tagus,

which here widens, forming a magnificent harbor. It is

finely situated, but poorly built. It was nearly destroyed

by an earthquake in 1755, when 00,000 persons are said

to have perished. Oporto (108,000), at the mouth of the

Douro, is the second city in size and importance, and ex-

ports port wine, principally to England. These two cities

divide the commerce of the country. Setubal, south-east

of Lisbon, at the head of the bay of the same name, has

large manufactures of salt, and Coimbra, on the Mondego,

has the only university in the kingdom.

GERMANY.
Area, 208,700 square miles ; nearly as large as Quebec ; population,

45,2.'?4,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 217.

Germany is bounded on the north by the Baltic Sea,

Denmark, and the North Sea ; on the west by Holland,

Belgium, and France ; on the south by Switzerland ; on

the south and south-east by Austria-Hungary ; and on

the east by Russia.

Tlie territory of Germany comprises a large part of

Central Europe, and is composed of a number of formerly

independent States, which had their own rulers and

separate constitutions.

Before the Prusso-Aiistrian war of 1866, Austria was

included in the German Confederation ; but after the war

she renounced the Confederation, and it came to an end.

After the successful termination of the war with France

(1871), the remaining States, which are 26 in number,

were united under one general government, with William

King of Prussia as the first emperor.

These States are :

In North Germany

—

The Kingdoms of Prussia and Saxony.
The Grand Duchies of Oldenburg, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Meck-

lenburg-Strelitz, Saxe-Weimar.
The Principalities of Lippe, Schaumburg-Lippe, Schwartzburg-

Rudolstadt, Schwartz-Sonderhausen, Eeuss-Schleiz, Waldeck.
The Duchies of Brunswick, Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, Saxe-Meiaingen,

3axe-Altenburg, Anhalt.
The Free Cities of Hamburg, Liibeck, and Bremen.





EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is Ihe area of Spain ? Population ? Size ? Capital ? How

is Spain bounded? How U it divided? Describe the surface. The
principal mountains. Name the principal rivers. Describe the coast-
line. Name the principal capes and islands. Where are they situated ?

Descrfbe the climate of Spain. The soil. Productions. Animals.
Minerals. Exports. What did Spain forraeriy possess ? What foreign
possessions has it now ? Where are they situated ? What is said of the
government and religion? What is said of education, &c.? Describe
the chief cities. Where are they situated? What is said of Gibraltar?

j

Where is it situated? What & the area of Portugal? Population? Size?

I

Capital? How is it situated, and how bounded? How is it divided'
What IS said of its physical features? What mountains traverse Por-
tugal? What rivers flow through Portugal? Trace their courses on the
map. Describe the climate of Portugal. Soil. Products. Exports.
What is said of Portugal as a maritime power? Name the foreign posi
sessions of Portugal. Where are they situated? What is said of the
government and religion? Describe the chief cities? Where are they
situated?

SPAIN

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
How is Spain separated from Africa? What ocean and sea wash its

thores? What other country occupies part ofthe same peninsula? What
islands are oflf the east coast ? What large rivers of Spain flow into the
Atlantic? Into the Mediterranean? Where is Madrid situated ' What
large cities are on the Ebro? Douro? Tagus? Guadiana? Guadal- I Islands?

quivir? On the southern coast? On the northern coast? Howls Lisbon
situated? In what direction from Lisbon is Madrid? Oporto? Cadiz?
In what direction from Madrid is Badajoz? Seville? Barcelona?
Valladolid ? Paris ? London ? How far from the coast are the Balearic
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In South Germany—
The Kingdoms of Bavaria and Wurtemburg.
The Grand Duchies of Badcu and Hesse.
The Principality of Renss-Grreiz.

The Empire Province of Alsace-Lorraine.

Saxony and the South German States still retain their

own sovereigns, have their Representative Assemblies,

though with limited powers, and are nominally inde-

pendent ; but Prussia controls the military forces of the

Confederation, and virtually rules the whole. The Fed-

eral Parliament meets at Berlin. Many of the States are

small, and of little importance.

The Sudetic chain of mountains, stretching from the

borders of Westphalia to the Carpathian Mountains in

Austria, separates Germany into two parts—Northern or

Lower Germany, forming part of the great plain formerly

mentioned (page 51), and Southern or Upper Germany,

diversified by mountains and plains. This chain is

called by various names—as the Ilartz MounUdns in

Hanover, the Erz Gehirge between Saxony and Bohemia,

and Riesen Oebirge between Prussia and Bohemia. From
the junction of the Erz Mountains and the Bohemian
Forest the chain extends to the Hartz Mountains, and

another smaller chain traverses the table-lands of Bavaria,

terminating in the Bhick Forest on the east bank of the

.Rhine. The highest summits are about 5,300 feet high.

The principal rivers are: the Danube, rising in the

Black Forest, and flowing east into the Black Sea ; the

Rhine, Weser, and Elbe, flowing north into the North Sea;

and the Oder and Vistula, flowing into the Baltic Sea.

Germany possesses but few seaports ; and it is probably

owing to this that its commerce has been comparatively

little developed.

The climate of Germany is temperate ; but being chiefly

inland, it is more subject to extremes of heat and cold

than other countries in the same latitude.

The soil in the north and north-east is sandy and

marshy, with numerous small lakes ; but in the south

and west it is very fertile, yielding large quantities of

grain for export. The Rhine wines are celebrated ; the

vineyards on its hilly banks ara ''3ry picturesque, and

the scenery attracts large numbers of tourists. Vast

forests still cover large tracts of the country, as the Black

Forest, Bohemian Forest, and others.

Germany is rich in rainerals. In the Hartz and Erz

Mountains are found lead, iron, copper, tin, and other

metals. Bavaria is celebrated for its mines of rock-salt,

and coal is found in various localities.

The Germans are industrious, and carry on large manu-
factures ; but labor is very poorly paid. Education,

especially in Prussia, is carefully provided for, and atten-

dance at school is made compulsory, non-attendance being

punished by a fine against the parents. In the north the

religion is chiefly Protestant ; in the south it is Roman
Catholic.

The Federal Government consists of the Emperor, a

Federal Council or Bundesrath of 59 members, and an

Assembly or Reichstag of 397 members, or about one for

each 100,000 inhabitants. All questions of war, peace,

diplomacy, and commerce are in the hands of the Em-
peror, but each State controls its own local affairs.

PRUSSIA.
Area, 1.34,180 square milea ; one-third Bmaller than the province of

Quebec
;
population, 27,203,000 ;

pernons to a gqnare mile, 20-3.

Prussia is the first country in Germany for size, popu-

lation, and importance, and is bounded on the north by

the Baltic Sea, Mecklenburg, Denmark, and the North

Sea ; on the west by Holland, Belgium, and France ; on

the south by some of the smaller German States and

Austria ; and on the east by Russia.

Its thirteen provinces are

:

East Prussia.

West Prussia.
Brandenburg.
Pomerania.
Posen.
Silesia.

Saxony.

Schleswig-HoLstein.
Hanover.
Westphalia.
Hessen Nassau.
Rhenish Provinces— 1.3.

HohenzoUem.

Tlie surface is in general flat, sloping towards the

north. In the south are the Hartz, Riesen Gebirge, a»d
Sudetic chains of mountains ; in the north-east it is cov-

ered to a great extent with vast sandy and marshy tracts,

and numerous small shallow lakes. The rivers are slow

and favorable for navigation. The principal are : the

Rhine and Elbe, flowing into the North Sea, and the Oder,

Vistula, and Niemen, flowing into the Baltic Sea. None
of these rise in Prussia.

The sea-coast of Prussia is on the Baltic, with a small

portion on the North Sea ; opposite the mouths of the

rivers, long sand-banks or islands nearly enclose the

gulfs called the Stettiner Haff, Frische Uaff, and Curische

naff.

The climate in the east and north is subject to ex-

tremes, but in the western provinces it is milder and

more favorable to agriculture. The soil in the west and

south is fertile, and all the ordinary grains are raise>l n-

sufficient quantities for exportation. The vineyards of the

Rhine are celebrated, and tobacco is grown in the south.

Prussia is not rich in minerals ; but iron, copper, lead,

and coal are found in the mountain ranges. Amber is

found on the shores of the Baltic.

The commerce of Prussia is large. The principal ex-

ports are grain, wool, linen, flax, and Rhenish wines. It

has also important linen, woollen, cotton, and iron manu-
factures.

The form ofgovernment is an hereditary constitutional

monarchy, with Upper and Lower Houses of Represen-

tatives ; but the King, who is also Emperor of Germany,

still possesses great power. The constitution was granted

by Frederick William IV. in 1850.
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The royal family, and the greater part of the inhabi-

tants, are Protestants, but all religions are equally tole-

rated. The system of education is very complete, and

every child is required by law to attend school.

Berlin (1,118,000), on the Spree, a tributary of the Elbe,

is the capital ; it is the largest city in Germany, and one

of the first in Europe ; it is noted for its university.

PoUdam, near Berlin, is celebrated for its royal palace

of Sans Souci, and is the headquarters of the Prussian

army. Wtesbculen, in the former Duchy of Nassau, is

famous for its hot springs. On the Oder are : Breslau

(239,000), the second city in size and importance, with

large woollen and linen manufactures ; and Frankfort,

with large manufactures of cloth and an extensive

trade.

On the Xjlbe are : Magdeburg, one of the strongest

fortresses in Europe, sacked by Tilly in 1631 ; Wittenberg,

where the Reformation began ; and Altona, the capital of

Holstein. Halle, on the Saale, a tributary of the Elbe,

has a notable university.

On the Rhine are : Cologne (154,5(X)), celebrated for

its magnificent cathedral, and the principal seat of com-

merce on the Rhine; Bonn, with a university; Bussel-

dorf, an important town and river-port for the cotton and

silk manufactures oi Elberfield, Barmen, etc.; Coblentz, at

the junction of the Moselle with the Rhine, with Ehren-

breitstein, on the opposite side of the river, one of the

strongest fortresses in Europe ; Bingen, with a large wine

trade ; and Mayence, a strongly fortified town.

Aix-la-Chnpelle, or Aachen, 30 miles west of Cologne,

has famous baths, and is noted for the treaties which

have been negotiated there. Treves, on the Moselle, is

the most ancient town of Germany, with many old Ro-

man remains. Frankfort-on-tJie-Main (185,000) does a

large banking business.

The principal seaports are: Stettin, at the mouth of

the Oder, noted for its grain trade ; Dantzic (103,000),

at the mouth of the Vistula, noted for its foreign com-

merce ; Konigsherg) 123,000), on the Pregel ; Memel, at

the entrance of the Curische HafF, with exports of grain

and timber ; Kiel, on the Baltic, and Flensborg, in

Schleswig.

In the former kingdom of Hanover are : Hanover

(128,000), the capital ; Gottingen, with a university ; and

Emden, the chief seaport.

MINOR GERMAN STATES.

Saxony is situated between Prussia, Austria, and Ba-

varia. Dresden (221,000), its capital, is a handsome city,

the centre of the arts and literary institutions of Northern

Germany. It has a notable museum, library, and gal-

lery of pictures. At Meissen, 15 miles from Dresden,

the celebrated Dresden china is manufactured. Leipsic

(127,000) is distinguished for its book-fairs, its university,

and for the defeat of Xapoleon in 1813.

In Brunswick and Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, between

Saxony and the former kingdom of Hanover, are situated

respectively the cities of Brunswick and Coburg.

In Mecklenburg-Schwerin, between Holstein and

Pomerania, is Rostock. It has a large library and uni-

versity, once belonged to the Hanseatic League, and is

still an important seaport.

Oldenburg, with its capital Oldenburg, is in the west

of Hanover. »

In Saxe-Weimar, west of Saxony, is Weimar, cele-

brated as having once been the residence of Goethe,

Schiller, and other eminent literary men at the court of

the Grand Diike.

Hamburg (348,000), on the Elbe, is the principal sea-

port and most important commercial city of Germany.

Bremen (111,000), on the Weser, is the principal port for

foreign commerce. Lubeck (45,000) is an important sea-

port on the Trave, near the Baltic. These free cities be-

longed to the old Hanseatic League.

In Bavaria, which lies west of Aiistro-Hungary, is

Munieh (200,000), the capital, on the Isar, a tributary of

the Danube. It is a large and beautiful city, with attrac-

tive galleries of painting and sculpture, besides literary

institutions of note. Augsburg, where the Protestant

Confession of Faith was presented to Charles Y., and

Ratisbon, are important towns. Nuremberg and Bamberg

are manufacturing towns.

In Wiirtemburg, which is west of Bavaria, Stuttgart

(107,000), the capital, is near the Xeckar.

In Baden, west of Wiirtemberg to the Rhine, is Karls-

ruhe, the capital, a beautiful city. Heidelberg is renowned

for its university. Baden is a fashionable watering-place.

Mannheim, at the confluence of the Neckar and Rhine,

has a large trade.

Hesse lies north of Baden. Darmstadt is the capital.

At Worms, Luther appeared before the Diet.

Alsace, chief city Sirasburg, and Lorraine, chief city

Metz, were wrested from France in the war of 1871.

AUSTRO-HUNGARY.
Area, 240,400 square miles ; larger than Quebec : popularion, 37,800,000

persons to a square mile, 157. The population of Hungary alone

is 13,700,000.

The Austro-Hungarian Monarchy is bounded on the

north by Russia, Prussia, and Saxony ; on the west by

Bavaria, Switzerland, and Italy ; on the south by Italy,

the Adriatic Sea, Turkey, Servia, and Roumania ; and on

the east by Roumania and Russia.

It is one of the five great powers, but has, during the]j»st

few years, lost considerable territory, and much of its for-

mer prestige in contests with France, Italy, and Prussia.





EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is the area of Germany? Population? Size? How is it bounded?

VlTiat does it comprise? How is it divided? Describe the mountains of

Germany. Name the principal rivers. What states do they flow through ?

What is said of the sea-coast? Of the cHmate? Of the soil and products?

Of the minerals? Of the people, education, and religion? Describe the

positions of the principal states. Describe the principal cities. In what

state is each? How are they situated? What is the aiea of Prussia?

Population? Size? Capital? How bounded ? What is said of its shape,
&c. ? Describe the surface. The mountains. Where are they situated ?

Name the principal rivers. Where do they rise ? Describe the coast-line of
Prussia. The gulfs. The climate. The soil and products. The minerals
The commerce and exports. The manufactures. To what does Prussia owe
its position ? What is said of the government ? Describe the chief towns.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

Which countries of Germany are in the north? Which in the south? I states are comprised in Prussia? What countries adjoin Prussia? What

How Is Germany separated from France ? What large river flows through

CJertiany into the Black Sea? Through what countries does it flow? What

rivers flow northwards? Which is the largest country in Germany? Which

next? Kow Is Munich situated? What large cities are on the Rhine?

Hov, Is Hamburg situated? What large cities are on the Elbe? How is

Bremen situated? Lubeck? Schleswig-Holstein, and Lauenburg? What

large cities belonging to Prussia are on the Baltic? On the Rhine? On
the Oder? On the Elbe ? What river and mountains separate Prussia from

Southern Germany ? How is Berlin situated ? In what direction from Ber-

lin is Breslau? Cologne? Danzig? Munich? Stuttgart? Dresden?

Hamburg? Frankfoit-on-Main? Brussels?—(see Europe.) Paris? London?





EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is the area of Austt la? Population? Size? Capital? How is it I they are situated. What is said of the coast-line of Austria? Of the cli-

xiunded? What is said of the importance of Austria? What are its divi- ! mate? Of the soil and products? Of the mines? Of the manufactures?

iions? Describe the surface of Austria. Describe the principal mountain I Of the inhabitants? Of Italy? Of the military power " Austria? Of the

:hains. Where are they situated? Describe the principal rivers. What
|

government? Religion and education? Describe the chief cities. Where

:ountries do they flow through? Name the lakes of Austria, and state where
|
are they situated?

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

What countries adjoin Austria? How is it separated from Turkey on

the east? On the south? How is it separated from Northern Germany

and Poland ? How is Vienna situated ? What other large cities are on the

Danube? How is Prague situated? What seaport belongs tO; Austria?

On what sea is it? In what direction from Vienna is Pesth? Prague?

Trieste? Innsbruck? Cracow? Berlin? Munich? Nuremberg? Paris?

—{see Europe.) London? Where does the Danube leave Austria ? Point

out and give the boundaries of Bohemia. Of Moravia. Of Transylvania.

Of the Tyrol. Of Vorariberg. OfOalicia. Is there any other province of

Galicia? What country adjoins Switzerland on the west? On the north?

On the south? What large towns are on the Rhine? How is Zurich situ-

ated? Lucerne? Geneva?—(see France.) In what direction is Genevafrom

Paris?—(see Europe.) Berr" 'com Strasburg? Berne from London

?
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Although it has, throiagh the influence of its ascendant

rival, Prussia, been excluded from all connection with

the political division of Europe called Germany, still, as

most of the inhabitants of the western portion of the

Empire speak German and are of German descent, it is

divided into German, or Cisleithan Austria, or Austria

Proper, and Transleithan, or Hungarian Austria.

The German part is mountainous. The Sudetic chain

extends along the northern frontier, and Bohemia and

Moravia are almost enclosed by mountains. The Alps,

in the south, extend from the Tyrol in two chains, in a

north-easterly and south-easterly direction ; the Noric

Aljys, towards Vienna ; and, farther south, the Camie
and Julmn Alps extend into Turkey. The Carpathian

Mountains extend from near Vienna in a circular direc-

tion, enclosing Hungary and Transylvania, and separat-

ing them from the province of Galicia, and from the

kingdom of Roumania on the east and south. A few of

the summits rise to the height of 9,500 feet. On the north

they are abrupt and precipitous, but on the south they

slope more gradually into Hungary, which forms a vast

plain, almost surrounded by mountains.

The principal river of Austria is the Danube, which
flows in an easterly and south-easterly direction through

the country, receiving the Inn, Drave, and Save from

the Alps, and the March, Wodg, and Theiss from the

northern mountains. The Elbe, Oder, and Vistula rise

in Austria and flow through Prussia into the Baltic Sea.

Austria possesses no coast-line except on the Adriatic

Sea, and has fewer ports than any of the other great

countries of Europe.

The climate, owing to the inland position of the

country, is more subject to extremes than other coun-

tries of Europe in the same latitude. North of the Carpa-

thians it is subject to the greatest extremes, and in

Hungary it is warmest ; while in the mountain regions

it varies according to the elevation.

The soil, especially in the south and east, is fertile,

producing corn and wine abundantly. Wheat is largely

exported, and Hungary produces the celebrated wine,

Tokay. Agriculture forms the chief occupation of the

inhabitants, but is not in such an advanced state as in the

west of Europe.

The mines of Austria are very valuable, producing

almost every metal ; iron, copper, and lead are found in

great quantities, as well as gold, silver, and quicksilver

;

also coal. The salt mines near Cracow are of some note,

and are probably the largest in the world.

Commerce, owing to the small extent of the sea-coast,

is limited ; and masufactures, considering the vast re-

sources of the country, are small. Glass, woollens, and
linens in Bohemia are the chief manufactures.

Austria comprises under its Government nations speak-

ing various languages, and differing in laws, manners.

and customs. They are generally Germans in the west,

Hungarians in the east, and Sclavonians in the north and
south. Jews are numerous. The Zingari, or Gipsies,

are a wandering race, existing chiefly in the Hungarian
and Polish provinces.

A large portion of Northern Italy was formerly under
the domination of Austria ; but in the war of 1859 Lom-
bardy was transferred to Italy ; and in 1866 Venetia was
annexed to the same kingdom.

The military force of Austria is large, being computed,
when on the peace footing, at 284,000 men. The revenue
of the country is about three-fourths of that of Great

Britain.

The form of government is an hereditary monarchy,
with the Emperor as head. The monarchy is divided

into the Austrian State and Hungarian State, each having

its own legislature and ministry. The Roman Catholic

is the prevailing religion, but all forms of religion are

tolerated. Education is carefully provided for by Gov-

ernment.

Vienna (1,020,000), the capital of the Empire, is situ-

ated on the Danube, and is one of the first cities in Europe
for science, literature, and refinement. It is an elegant

city, possesses a famous university, and carries on the chief

trade of the country. Prafjite (190,000), the capital of

Bohemia, is the second city of Austria. It has a univer-

sity, and is celebrated in European history.

In Moravia are the important fortresses Olmiitz and

Troppau ; Briinn, with large woollen manufactures; and

Austerlitz, famous as the scene of Napoleon's victory in

1805.

In Styria, Grdtz (86,000) has a large iron trade. Salz-

burg is celebrated for its salt manufacture.

In the Tyrol are Trent, where the famous Catholic

Council was held in 1545 ; Innsbruck, an important town

with a university ; Kletgenfurt and Laybach are impor-

tant manufacturing towns.

In Hungary are Pesth and Buda, on opposite sides of

the Danube, forming one city, with a population of

270,000. It is now the capital of Hungary. Presburg,

also on the Danube, was once the capital.

Lemburg (87,000) is the capital of Galicia. Cracow

(50,000) was the former capital of Poland, and has a uni-

versity and a splendid cathedral, where the Polish kings

were crowned, and many of them buried. Klausenburg,

Hermannstfult, and Kronstadt are large and important

towns in Transylvania. Trieste (109,000), the chief Aus-

trian seaport, and Fiume, the seaport for the Hungarian

provinces, are both on the Adriatic Sea.

Under the treaty of Berlin (1878), the Turkish province?

of Bosnia and Herzegovina are occupied and adminif

tered by Austro-Hungary. Area, about 27,000 squan.

miles ;
population, 1,158,000. The capital is Serajevo, <r

Bosaa Serai (21,000).
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SWITZERLAND.
Area, 15,990 square miles ; about four-fifths the gize of Nova Scotia

;

population, 2,846,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 178.

Switzerland is bounded on the north bj Germany ; on

the west by France ; on the south by Italy ; and on the

east by Austria.

It is a Republic, consisting of twenty-two cantons united

under one federal government.

It is the most mountainous country in Europe ; two-

thirds of the surface being covered with mountains, and
the remainder consisting of an elevated plain. The Jura
Mountains, on the west, separate it from France, and in

the south and east are the celebrated Alps. These form
several distinct chains, the most southerly being the

Pennine Alps, extending south-west, and the Rluvtinn or

Tyrolese Alps, east ; a little farther north are the Bernese

Alps, on the west, and the Helvetian Alps, extending

north. In the Pennine Alps are the highest summits,
Mont Blanc, 15,781 feet; Monte Rosa, 15,317 feet; and
the Matterhorn or Mont Cervin, 14,630 feet. In the

Bernese Alps the Jungfrau rises 13,720 feet, and Fiuster-

aarhorn, 14,130 feet. Mont St. Bernard is celebrated for

its convent, and its breed of sagacious dogs. The Alps are

remarkable for their numerous glaciers, or vast fields of

ice, filling the higher valleys between the mountains;
they are estimated at more than 400 in number. These
form the sources of many of tlie large rivers of Europe

;

as the Rhone and Tkino flowing south ; the Aar, BMne,
and //( n flowing north.

Switzerland is also famed for its numerous and beauti-

ful lakes, Geneva, Neufchatel, Constance, Ducerne, Zuricli,

etc.

The scenery of Switzerland is most varied and beauti-

ful, rendering it the favorite resort of tourists. Enormous
rugged snow-capped mountains, witli huge precipices, gla-

ciers, dashing waterfalls, and frequent avalanches, form
a striking contrast to the peaceful scenes in the valleys,

with their picturesque chalets, waving fields of grain,

orchards ripening under a southern sun, and the deep
clear lakes almost hidden by the mountains.

The soil of Switzerland varies greatly with the locality,

and wherever it is possible, it is industriously cultivated.

The valleys yield grain, wine, and various fruits, and the
mountains give pasturage to herds of cattle and goats.

The manufactures are chiefly cottons and woollens, with
a large trade in watches.

The Swiss are a brave, industrious, and frugal people,
and are famed for their love of liberty. They speak
the French, Italian, or German language, according to

the country they border upon. Three-fifths of the popu-
lation are Protestants, and the remainder Roman Catho-
Mcs

Berne (36,000), on the Aar, the chief town of the largest

canton, is also the seat of the Federal Diet. Geneva

(47,000) is beautifully situated on the lake of the same
name, and has important manufactures of watches and
jewelry. Basle (45,000) and Schaffhausen on the Rhine,
and Zurich on the lake of the same name, carry on the

principal commerce. St. Gall is a manufacturing town.

Neufcliatd has clock and watch manufactures. Lucerne
is charmingly situated on the lake of that name.

ITALY.

Area, 114,410 square miles ; more than half the size of the Province ol

Quebec; population, 28,459,000 ;
persons to a .-quare mile, 255.

Italy is bounded on the north by Austria and Switzer-

land ; on the west by France and the Mediterranean

;

on the south by the Mediterranean ; and on the east by

the Adriatic Sea and Austria.

Prior to the year 1859, it comprised eight separate

States, some independent, and others under the power

of Austria, but is now united into a single independent

State, the Kingdom of Italy.

The Kingdom of Italy comprises Piedmont and Lom-

bardo-Venetia, the former Duchies of Tuscany, Lucca,

Parma, and Modena, the Island of Sardinia, the Papal

States, and the Kingdom of Naples, including the Island

of Sicily. Tlie kingdom has only been formed since the

war and revolutions of 1859-61, when France and Sar-

dinia defeated the Austrians and gained Lombardy ; Gari-

baldi gained Naples and Sicily, and the other States

voluntarily annexed themselves to Sardinia, Victor Em-
manuel, King of Sardinia, becoming the first King of

Italy. Savoy and Nice, formerly belonging to Sardinia,

were at the same time ceded to France. In 1866, Aus-

tria was compelled, after a short war, to cede Venetia to

the new kingdom.

Italy is a long, narrow peninsula, much resembling a

boot in shape. Its surface is much diversified, present-

ing every variety of rich and varied landscape. The
Alps curve round it on the north and north-west, and

the Apennines extend from the Maritime Alps, the south-

ern extremity of the Pennine Alps, through the entire

length of the peninsula, rising in the south to the height

of about 9,500 feet. These mountain chains divide the

country into three parts : the large fertile plains of Pied-

mont and Lombardy in the north, between the Alps and
Apennines ; and the eastern and western slopes from
the Apennines to the sea.

Italy is well watered by rivers, and their basins are

remarkably fertile. The principal are the Po, with its

tributary the Ticino, and the Adi^e, flowing into the





EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is the area of Greece? Population? Size? Capital? How is

eece bounded ? Describe the surface. What celebrated mountains are in

eece, and where are they situated? What islands belong to Greece?
lere are they situated ? Name the principal gulfs and capes? Where are

y situated ? Describe the climate. The soil and products. Exports.

iuslry and manufactures. What is said of the political history of Greece ?

r what is Greece interesting? Describe the chief towns. Where are they
ated? What is the area of Italy? Population? Size? Capital? How

t bounded ? Of what is it composed ? Describe the surface. How do
mountains divide the country? What is said of the rivers of Italy?

me the principal. Describe the coast-line. Name the principal gulfs and
rs. Name the principal capes and straits. Where are they situated ?

scribe the principal islands. Where are they situated ? Describe the

nate of Italy. Soil and products. Minerals. Manufactures. What is

said of Italian associations? How has the kingdom of Italy been formed ?

What is the fom. of government? Describe the chief cities. Where are
they situated? Where is Malta situated? To whom does it belong?
Describe the chief town. What is the area of Turkey ? Population? Size?
Capital? What does Turkey comprise ? How is it bounded? What pro-
vinces belong to Turkey ? Where are they situated? Describe the surface
of Turkey. The principal mountain chains. Describe the principal rivers.

What are the principal lakes ? Where are they situated ? Describe the
chief features of the coast. Where are they situated ? What islands belong
to Turkey? Where are they situated? Describe the climate. The soil and
products. What is said of commerce? Of the government? Of the

people? Of the religion? Describe the chief towns. Where are they
situated ?

EXERCivjiivj viriV xHE MAP.
How is Italy separated rem France? From Switzerland? From

ustria? What sea washes the east coast of Italy? How is this sea con-
icted with the Mediti;rranean? How is Sicily separated from Italy? How
Rome situated? What famous city is on the Adriatic? Where is Turin
tuated? Milan? Florence? In what direction from Rome is Naples?
ulermo? Venice? Florence? Turin? Paris?—(see Europe.) London? Ber-

I? Vienna? What country does the Strait of Otranto separate luly from ?

Tiat is the northern part of the Adriatic called i Name the principal sea-

iru of Italy on the Mediterranean. What country adjoins Greece on the

north? What large island lies to the south-east of Greece? From what

country does the Archipelago separate Greece? How is Athens situated?

Sparta? Corinth? Corfu? Draw as well as you can a map of Greece,

showing its shape, principal capes, islands, &c. What countries adjoin

Turkey on the north ? On the south ? How is Turkey in Europe separated

from Turkey in Asia? How is' Turkey separated from Austria? From
Italy? How is Constantinople situated? In what direction from Constan-

tinople is Athens? Rome ?
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Adriatic through the northern plains ; the Arna and

Tiber, flowing west into the Mediterranean. North of

the Po, at the foot of the Alps, are the beaiatiful Lakes

Como, Luga7io, Magcjurre, Gardu, etc.

The coast is irregular, and indented with many fine

gulfs and bays, of which the principal are the Gulfs of

Genoa and Gactri, Riy of Naples, and Chdf of Salerno,

on the west coast ; the Gulf of Taranto on the south
;

and the Gulf of Venice on the east, at the head of the

Adriatic Sea. The principal capes are Pasnaro, on the

south of Sicily, and Sparticento and Leuca, the southern

points of the mainland. The Strait of Messina separates

Sicily from Calabria, the Strait of Bonifacio is between

the islands of Sardinia and Corsica, and the Strait of

Otranto is between the south-eastern extremity of Italy

and Turkey.

The islands belonging to Italy are : Sardinia, the

inhabitants of which are chielly agriculturalists, and
have also important fisheries of anchovy and sardines.

Sicily, the largest and most fertile island in the Mediter-

ranean, separated from the mainland by the Strait of

Messina. In the east is Mount Etna, th"e largest Euro-

pean volcano, nearly 11,000 feet high. Elba, on the

west coast of Italy, between Corsica and the mainland,

the first place of banishment of 2>rapoleon. The Lipan
Islands, north of Sicily, with Stromholi, called the Light-

house of the Mediterranean, from its volcano, which is

always burning.

The climate of Italy is delightful, but on the west

coast, between the Island of Elba and the Gulf of Gaeta,

the heat of summer causes malaria from the marshes, ren-

dering large tracts of the country uninhabitable. These

tracts are called the Maremma, Pontine Marslies, and
the Campagna. The soil is very fertile. Rice, wheat,

and maize are extensively cultivated, and vines, olives,

oranges, and lemons are abundant. Italy possesses few
minerals, but is celebrated for its fine marbles and ala-

baster. Silks are manufactured in the north, and are

almost the only manufacture of conseqiience.

Although till 1859 disunited and unsettled, Italy is

famous as having been the seat of the old Roman Em-
pire, the mistress of the world in former ages, and it

possesses many interesting classic remains of its former

grandeur, forming an ample and interesting study to the

traveller and scholar. It was also the seat of several of

the most powerful commercial republics of the Middle'

Ages, Venice, Genoa, etc. , and is still celebrated as being

the great centre of fine arts, painting, sculpture, music,

and architecture.

The government is a limited monarchy, and is formed
upon the model of that of Britain. The Roman Catho-

lic is the established religion, but all others are tolerated.

There are a number of large cities, most of them cele-

brated in history, in various parts of the kingdom.

In the former Papal States : Pome (800,000), the capi-

tal, on the Tiber, formerly the mistress of the world,

although sadly decayed, possesses magnificent remains

of its former grandeur, and is still celebrated for its

.splendid buildings, and for the architectural bea\ity of

its old ruins. The Pope, although no longer a temporal

sovereign, still holds his court in Rome. Civita Yecchin

is its seaport.

In Piedmont: Turin (213,000), formerly the capital

of the kingdom of Sardinia, a fine city, with extensive

trade, noted for its silk manufactures; Genoa (179,000),

the chief seaport of Italy, with important manufactures

of silks and velvets, formerly the capital of a pow'?rful

republic of the same name ; S/ezia, the chief naval

station, with an excellent harbor.

In Lombardy : Milan (321,000), which does a large

trade, is a beautiful city, with a magnificent cathedral of

white marble ; Pcrrjanio, Brescia, and Piacenza are im-

portant towns; Parma audi Modena, the former capitals

of duchies, and Bologna (123,000), with the oldest uni'

versity in Italy, are important inland towns.

InVenetia: Venice {V3O,00Q) was long the head of i

powerfxil commercial republic. . It is built on a numbef
of islands, canals forming the streets and gondolas the

carriages, and it contains many fine buildings. Padua,

with a celebrated university, and Viccnza are large and

important towns. Verona, Peschiera, Maidva, and Lf(j-

7ia(jO form, the famous "quadrilateral," or cliain of for-

tresses to repel foreign invasion.

In Tuscany: Florence (108,000), surnamed "the beau-

tiful," is a magnificent city, and has long been celebrated

as a seat of science and art, and for its splendid galleries

of painting and sculpture ; it was formerly the head of a

republic of the same name ; Pisa, with its famous lean-

ing tower ; and Lccjlwrn (97,00C), an important seaport.

Ancona is a fortified seaport on the Adriatic, and near it

is Lorctlo, with its famous shrine.

In Naples is Naples (489,000), the largest city in Italy,

surpassing every city in Europe for the beauty of its situ-

ation and appearance. About ten miles from the city is

the volcano of Vesuvius, 4,000 feet high, near which are

the remains of the ancient cities of Herculaneum and

Pompeii, which have been buried in lava and ashes since

A.D. 79, and are now being excavated.

In the Island of Sicily are : Palermo (225,000), a fine

city, with a great commerce; J/fssma (120,000), the prin-

cipal commercial city ; Catania (101,000), with manufac-

tures of silk ; Syracuse, famous for its ancient greatness,

and memorable in history ; and Marsali, noted for its

wines. Cagliari Is the chief port of the Island of Sar-

dinia.

The Island of Madta, to the south of Sicily, belongs to

Great Britain. Valetta is the capital, and the chief

station for the British fleet in the Mediterranean.
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GREECE.

Area, 24,9T7 square miles ; about the same size as Nova Scotia
;
popu-

lation, 1,980,000 ; persona to a square mile, 79.

Greece, anciently termed Hellas, is bounded on the

north by Turkey ; on the west and south by the Medi-

terranean ; and on the east by the Grecian Archipelago.

The surface consists of a succession of gentle hills and

valleys, well adapted for cultivation. In the northern

part are the celebrated mountains Porruissus and Helicon.

There are no rivers of importance in Greece. The
country is almost intersected by the G^ulf of Lepanto on

the west, and the Gulf of ^gin/i^ on the east. The
southern part is called the Morea, or ancient Peloponne-

sus, and is joined to the mainland by the Isthmus of

Corinth. Greece also possesses numerous bays and
islands. Of the latter, the principal are the Ionian

Islands on the west coast, including Coifu, Santa Maura,
Ithaca, Cephfdonia, Zante, and Cerigo. They were for-

merly under the protection of Britain, but were given

up to Greece in 1864. On the east coast are Negropon

or Euboia, and the Cyclades.

The principal gulfs are : Lepanto, Nauplui, and .^jina.

The most southerly points of Greece are Capes Matapan,

Malio (or Malea), and Colonna.

The climate is delightful, and the soil fertile, producing

in abundance grapes, oranges, lemons, and all southern

fruits. The Ionian Isles export large quantities of cur-

rants. Owing to the long unsettled state of the country, i

agriculture has made little progress. Manufactures are few, i

and the means of internal communication are indifferent. '

Previous to 1829, Greece was subject to Turkey. It

then achieved its independence, and in 1832 elected Otho

of Bavaria to be king. He was deposed in 1862 ; and in

1863, William, the son of the present King of Denmark,
was elected in his stead, under the title of George I.

At the Berlin Conference (1880) a strip of territory be-

longing to Turkey, lying along the then northern boundary
of Greece, and containing an area of about 5,162 square

miles, with a population of about 300,000, was awarded to

Greece. After some resistance and delay on the part of

Turkey, it was finally handed over to Greece in 1882.

Although small in territory, and now of little political

importance, Greece possesses much interest on account of

the magnificent remains of its ancient monuments, and the

remembrance of its former greatness. Almost every spot

is classic ground, as the scene of some remarkable event

in its ancient history, when it held the first rank among
the nations of the world.

Athens (68,000), the capital, owes its chief interest to

its past greatness. It has only now the remains of

its ancient magnificence. Nauplia, at the head of the

gulf of the same name, possesses a fine harbor and for-

tress, and is a considerable seaport. Navarino, in the

south-west, is memorable for the destruction of the Turk-

ish navy in 1827 by the combined fleets of England,

France, and Russia. Corinth and Sparta, both in the

Morea, were once renowned cities. Patras (34,000), also

in the Morea, is an important seaport near the entrance

to the Gulf of Lepanto. Corfu (15,500), on the island of

the same name, is the capital of the Ionian Islands.

TURKEY IN EUROPE.
Area, 125,980 square miles ; about two-thirds the size of Ontario ; pop-

ulation, 8,630,000
;
persons to a square mile, 68.

Turkey, or the Ottoman Empire, comprises posses-

sions in Europe, Asia, and Africa. European Turkey is

bounded on the north by Austria, Servia, and Roumania

;

on the west by Austria, Montenegro, and the Adriatic

Sea ; on the south by Greece, the Archipelago, and the

Sea of Marmora ; and on the east by the Black Sea. By
the Treaty of Berlin (1878), considerable changes were

made in European Turkey. Servia, Roumania, and

Montenegro, which had been tributary provinces, were

made independent. Bulgaria was erected into a tribu-

tary self-governing principality, and East Roumelia into

a tributary self-governing province ; and Bosnia and Her-

zegovina were put in the occupation and under the ad-

ministration of Austro-Hungary. European Turkey now,

therefore, consists of Turkey proper (area, 63,880 square

miles ; population, 4,490,000), Bulgaria, East Roumelia,

and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Turkey is a mountainous country, although diversified

with rich and fertile valleys and extensive plains. The
principal mountains are the Balkan, extending from east

to west through the centre of the country. From th«

west end of that range the Dinarie Alps extend north-

west, and the Pindus Mountains south ; and from about

the middle of the same range, the Despoto or RJiodope

Mountains stretch south-east, and another chain north-

west, to the Carpathians, meeting them at the Iron Gate

on the Danube.

The principal lakes are Scutari and Ochrida.

The chief features of the coast are the Oxdfs of Salon-

ika, Contessa, and Saros, in the south ; and the Sea of

Marmora, connected with the Archipelago by the Dar-
danelles, and with the Black Sea by the BospJwrus.

Most of the European islands in the Archipelago belong

to Greece, but Turkey possesses Crete or Candia (the an-

cient Creta), Leinnos, etc., besides a number of others

more generally considered as belonging to Asia.

Tlie government is a despotism, the Sultan being the

head of the State, with the Grand Vizier as prime minis-

ter, and Pachas as governors of the provinces. There ia

no aristocracy, all preferment depending on the will of
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the Sultan. Only about 700,000 of the whole population

are pure Turks, though about 3,500,000 are Mohamme-
dans ; the remainder consists of a mixture of the Greek,
Bulgarian, and Sclavonic races, belonging mostly to the

Greek Chuch. The Turks are very ignorant, education

with them being little more than the reading of the Koran,

which may be said to constitute their religion, laws, and
literature. Reforms have, however, been introduced,

and some progress is being made in educating the people.

Constantiiuyple (600,000), the capital, one of the largest

cities in Europe, is beautifully situated on the Bosphorus,

or Strait of Constantinople, and possesses a magnificent

harbor, called the "Golden Horn." Tlie city presents

a splendid appearance from the water, owing to its nu-

merous mosques, glittering domes, and graceful minarets

;

but the interior is poorly built and dirty. The houses

are in general built of wood, and the streets are narrow.

Constantinople was formerly tho capital of the eastern

division of the Roman Empire, but was taken by the

Turks in 145o. Adrvtnople (60,000), on the Maritza, is

the second city in importance, and was formerly the cap-

ital of tlie Ottoman Empire. GaUivoU, on the Darda-

nelles, and Suhnika (7.5,000) (the ancient Thessalonica)

are important seaports.

Bulgaria is bounded on the north by Roumania ; on

the south by Turkey proper and East Roumelia ; on the

east- by the Black Sea ; and on the west by Servia. Area,

24,660 square miles
;
population, 2,000,000 The capital

is SopTiid. (20,000). Bulgaria contains the famous fortresses

of Widdin, Eustcliuli, Silistria, Schumla, and Varna.

East Roumelia lies south of Bulgaria, on the other

side of the Balkans. Area, 13,800 square miles
; popu-

lation, 815,500. The capital is PMliiypojwUs (24,000).

Tlie country along the south of the Balkans and the val-

ley of the Maritza is famous for its rose gardens, and ex-

ports large quantities of the attar or oil of roses.

Bosnia and Herzegovina lie between Austro-Hungary

on the north, Montenegro on the south, Servia on the

east, and Dalmatia on the west. Area, 23,580 square

miles; population, 1,326,000. The capital is Serajevo or

Bosna-Serai (21,000).

ROUMANIA.
Area, 50,173 square miles

;
population, 5,376,000 ; persons to a square

mUe, 107.

Roumania is bounded on the north and west by
Austro-Hungary and Servia ; on the south by Bulgaria

;

and on the east by Russia and the Black Sea. It consists

of Wallachia and Moldavia, formerly tributary prov-

inces of Turkey, but by the Treaty of Berlin (1878) it

was declared independent, and that portion of Bulgaria

lying between the Danube and the Black Sea, called the

Dobrudscha, was added to it. In 1881 it waa erected into

a kingdom.

The country consists of fertile plains, sloping from the
Carpathian Mountains to the valley of the Danube. The
climate, however, is subject to extremes, being intensely

hot in summer and cold in winter. The principal wealth

of the country consists in its cattle, sheep, and horses, of

which immense numbers are raised on its extensive pas-

ture lands.

The rivers are numerous, being all tributary to the

Danube, which flows along the southern boundary and
empties itself into the Black Sea by several mouths.
Tlie other principal rivers are the Prutli, forming in part

of its course the boundary between Moldavia and Russia

;

the Sereth, running through Moldavia, and tho Aluta
through Wallachia.

The people are a mixed race, formed by tho amalga-
mation of Trajan's Roman colony with the original Dacian
population. The language, known as Wallachian, 13

mainly derived from the Latin. The Greek Church is

the dominant religion, but Jews are very numerous,
amounting to about 400,000.

The chief cities are Bucharest (177,000), the capital

;

Jcmy (90,000), the chief city of Moldavia ; and Gnldiz

(80,000), at the confluence of the Danube, Sereth, and
Pruth, the great centre of commerce and emporium of

trade for the whole kingdom.

SERVIA.
Area, 18,758 sqiuure miles ;

population, 1,700,211
;
persons to a square

mile, 91,

Servia is bounded on the north by Austro-Hungary

;

on the west by Bosnia ; on the south by Turkey ; and on
the east by Roumania and Bulgaria. It is a principality

governed by an hereditary prince. It was formerly tribu-

tary to Turkey, but was made independeat, with added
territory, in 1878, by the Treaty of Berlin.

The country is mountainous, with extensive heath and
forest lands. The soil is fertile, but agriculture and
commerce are backward. The principal exports are

pigs, cattle, grain, and oak and other woods. The peo-

ple are Sclavonians ; and the dominant religion ia the

Greek Church. BdgrMle (27,600) is the capital.

MONTENEGRO.
Area, 3,487 square mile* ; population, 236,000 ; persons to a square

mile, 63.

Montenegro is a small mountainous country lying

south of Herzegovina, on the Adriatic Sea. It was for-

merly tributary to Turkey, but was made independent,

with additional territory, by the Treaty of Berlin (1878).

The people are hardy mountaineers, distinguished for

their bravery. They are governed by an hereditary

prince, and a State Council, or legislature, one-half of

whom are chosen by the prince, and the other half

elected by the people, (kttinge (1,400) is the capital.
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ASIA.
Area, including Malaysia, about 17,213,380 square miles, about one-third of the land surface of the globe; gi-eatest extent

from east to west, 5,200 miles, and from north to south, 5,300 miles
;
population, about 795,000,000.

Asia is bounded on the north by the Arctic Ocean ;

on the west by the Ural Mountains, Ural River, Caspian

Sea, Mount Caucasus, Black Sea, Sea of Marmora, Medi-

terranean, and the Red Sea ; on the south by the Indian

Ocean ; and on the east by the Pacific Ocean.

It is the largest and most populous of the great divi-

sions of the globe, and is particularly interesting as hav-

ing been the first abode of man, and the scene, of most of

the important events recorded in the Bible.

Its great physical features are as remarkable as its ex-

tent, the rivers being of great length, and only equalled

by some of the largest in America ; while its mountains

are the highest in the world, and its high table-lands are

nowhere equ9.11ed for their vast extent or height above

the sea.

The two great chains of the Rinmlaya and Altai Moun-
tains., extending across the broadest part of the continent

from west to east, under various names, form the most
striking feature of the continent, and divide it into three

regions,—viz., a great northern plain, sloping towards the

Arctic Ocean, through which the Obi, Yenisei, and Lena
rivers flow ; a central mountainous region, which is sub-

divided by other mountain chains; and a southern slope

towards the Indian Ocean, divided into three great penin-

sulas. Between the two great ranges the slope is mainly

eastward, and this vast v.iUey contains the minor parallel

chains of the TMan Shan, Ktienlun, and Karakorum or

Mustagh, and the mountains of China, forming the

basins of the great rivers Amoor, Hoanrj-Jio, and Tcfng-

tse-liiang ; a smaller western slope is shown by the course

of the Amoo and Sir, flowing into the Sea of Aral. From
the Himalayas and their continuations east and west is

a southern slope, as shown by the courses of the rivers

Mekong or Camboja, Saluen, IrraiNvdy, and others in

Farther India; the Ganges, BraJunaputra, and Indus,

in Hindostan ; and the Tigris and Euphrates in Asiatic

Turkey.

Besides the great chains already mentioned are the

Yunling Mountains, between China and Thibet ;.the Hin-.

doo Koosh, a prolongation of the Karakorum range, run-

ning along the north-westerly boundary of Kaflristan

into Afghanistan ; the Elburz range, extending from

the Hindoo Koosh to the southern extremity of the

Caspian Sea; the mountains of Armenia, among which

is the celebrated Mount Ararat; the parallel chains of

the Taurus and Anti-Taurus Mount^iins, in Asia Minor;

and from the eastern extremity of the Taurus range, the

mountains of Ijebanon extend southward in two ranges

along the coast of the Mediterranean, and are continued

by smaller chains to the Sinaitic Mountains, at the head

of the Red Sea.

The Himalayas are the highest mountains of Asia and

of the world, about one hundred and twenty of their

peaks rising over 20,000 feet in height. Mount Everest

is 29,002 feet, and Kanchinjlnga 28,156 feet high. The
Karakorum, or Mustagh range is another stupendous

chain, scarcely inferior to the Himalayas in magnitude-





EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is the area of Asia? The extent? Population? How is it

bounded? For what is Asia interesting? What is said of its physical
features? What great mountain chains intersect the country? How do
they divide it ? Describe the other mountain chains. .What is said of the
height of the mountains? What is said of the rivers? What is said of the
table-lands ? What is said of the coast-line of Asia ? Name the principal
peninsulas. Name the principal islands. Name the principal seas and
gulfs. Name the principal capes. What is said of the climate of Asia ? Of
the seasons ? Of the soil ? Of the productions ? Of the animals ? Of the
minerals? Of the manufactures ? Of the inhabitants? Name the countries of

Asia. What is the area of Russia in Asia ? Population ? Size ? How is h
bounded? How is it divided? What is said of its extent. &c. ? Describe
the stlfface of Siberia. Describe the principal mountains and rivers. WTiere
are they situated ? Name the principal lakes. What notable physical feature

does Siberia possess on the east ? Point it out on the map. Describe the
principal islands belonging to Russia in Asia. What is said of the climate
of Siberia? Of the soil? From what does Siberia derive its importance?
What animals are found in the country? What is said of the inhabitants?
Describe the chief towns. Describe the Trans-Caucasian provinces. WTiat
is said of the Circassians and Georgians? Describe the chief towns.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
What division of the world are the islands of the Malay Archipelago

nearest to? What sea separates them from the mainland? How is Sumatra
separated from the mainland ? Which is the largest island ? Which are the

most northerly? WTiat island lies to the south of Sumatra? To the east of
Borneo? What islands lie between J^va and Australia? What oceans wash
the shores of Asia ? How is Asia separated from Europe 7 From Africa ?

From America?—(see Hemisphere.) By what isthmus is Asia joined to

Africa? What oceans wash the shores of Asia ? What five seas are on the
east? Wlial seas and bays are on the south? What countries are in the
south? In the east? In the north? In the west? In the interior? What

large islands are off the east coast? Off the south-east? In what direction

do the mountain chains principally extend? What ocean is on the north of

Siberia? What seas on the east? How is it separated from Russia in

Europe? From the Chinese Empire? What large rivers flow northwards

through Siberia? What peninsula is in .the east ? What large island is on

the eastern coast? What seas are in the south-west? How is Irkutsk situ-

ated? Petropaulovski ? Tobolsk?—(see China, &c.) Which is the largest

of the Japanese Islands? From what countries does the Sea of Japan se-

parate them? On what island is Yeddo ? Siraoda? Hakodadi?





EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

What is the area of Arabia? Population? Size? Capital? How is

Arabia bounded? Describe the surface of Arabia. Describe the principal

physical features. Describe the climate. Soil and products. For what is

Arabia famous ? How is Arabia divided ? Describe the chief towns. What

is the area of Turkey in Asia? Population? Size? How is it bounded?

What countries does it comprise? To what ancient countries do they

correspond? For what are they celebrated? What islands belong to

Turkey? What is comprised in Asia Minor? Describe the surface of the

country. The principal mountains. Trace them on the map. What is said

of the rivsrs ? Describe the principal. Trace their courses on the map.

What is said of the lakes ? Describe the climate. The soil and products.

What is said of the commerce of the couctry ? Of the people ? Describe the

chief towns. What ancient countries do Kurdistan, Irak-Arabi, and
Algeziras represent? Describe their situation. How are they bounded?

Describe the country. What is said of vegetation ? Of the soil and people ?

What lake is in the north ? Describe the principal towns. What is the area

of Persia? Population? Size? Capital? How is Persia bounded? For

what was Persia formerly celebrated. Describe the mountains and rivers.

Soil and products. What is said of the people? Of the sheep of Persia?

Of the trade? Of the government and religion? Describe the chief towns.

What is the area of Afghanistan ? Population ? Size ? Capital ? How is

Afghanistan bounded? Describe the surface and principal physical features.

Describe the climate and soil. What is said of the inhabitants? Of the

British invasions? Describe the chief towns.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

What large river flows nearly parallel to the Euphrates? What cities

are situated on it? Where is Hillah situated? How is Arabia separated

from Africa? What isthmus is on the north-west ? How is Arabia separated

from Persia? From Baluchistan? What cape is on the south-east? What
famous mountain is at the head of the Red Sea? Where is Mocha situated?

What part of Arabia belongs to Britain ? How is Asia Minor separated from

Turkey in Europe? What sea is on the north? On the south? What island

is off the southern shore? What mountains are in the south-east? What
gulf is between Asia Minor and Syria? How is Smyrna situated? Scutari?

What ports are on the Black Sea : On the Riediterranenn ?' What countries

adjoin Persia on the east? On the north? On the west? What mountain

is in the north ? What sea is on the north ? What port is on the Persian

Gulf? What ports are on the Caspian Sea? How is Ispahan situated?

Teheran? What mountains separate Afghanistan from India? What

country is to the south of Afghanistan? What sea is on the south of

Baluchistan ? What mountains are on the north-east of Afghanistan? How
is Cabool situated i
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It runs through Kashmir and Thibet, north of the valleys

of the Indus and Tsanpu or Brahmaputra, parallel with

the Himalayas. Its direction is south-easterly as far as

Lake Namcho or Tengri Nor, where it turns southerly and
joins the Himalayas at the east end of Bhotan. Several

of the peaks are over 25,000 feet high, and it culminates

in Mount Dapsang (28,278), the second highest mountain
in the world.

The principal rivers of Asia already mentioned are of

great length and volume, and many of them are naviga-

ble for great distances. Tliose of Siberia, moreover, are

almost inaccessible, since they flow into the Arctic Ocean.

The table-lands of Asia are of great extent, and occupy

a large portion of the continent, extending from the

Mediterranean Sea to the Sea of Japan, a distance of

upwards of 5,000 miles, and varying from 400 to 2,000

miles in breadth. The largest and most elevated is the

great central plateau between the Altai and Himalaya
Mountains, including the Demrt of Gobi or Shamo, from

4,000 to 10,000 feet high, and the plateau of Thibet,

from 10,000 to 15,000 feet high. West of it are the

Desert of Iran, in Persia and Afghanistan, and the table-

lands of Armeniii, Asia Minor^ and Arabia.

The Principal Lakes are :

Baikal and Balkasfi, in Siberia, I sides the inland salt lakes, the Sea
and the Dead Sea in Syria; be-

| of Aral, and the Caspian Sea.

Like Europe, the outline or coast-line of Asia is much
broken, and has many islands, seas, gulfs, bays, and
straits.

The Principal Peninsulas are

:

theAKia Minor, an the west ; Arabia,
Hindostan, Malaya or Malacca,
and Annam, on the south ; and

Corea and Kamschatka, on
east.

The Principal Islands are:

Cyprus, in the eastern end of
the Mediterranean ; Ceylon, the
Laccndive, Maldive, Andaman,
and Nicobar Islands, in the Indian
Ocean ; Sumatra. Java. Borneo,
Celebes, the Jfoluccas or Spice

Islands, and Philippines, in the
Eastern Archipelago; and Hai-
nan, Formosa, Loo Choo Island",
the Japan Islands, Saghalien, Ku-
rile. and Aleutian Islands, in the
Pacific.

The Principal Seas and Gulfs are

!

Gitlfs of Siam and Tonqnin, Yel-

Uno Sea, Oulf of Pechelee, Japan
Sea, and Sea of Okotsk.

The Levant, Red Sea, Arabian
Sea, Persian Gulf, Gulfs of Cutch
and Canibay, Bay of Bengal and
Gulf of Martaban, China Sea and

The Principal Straits are

:

Babelmandeb. Orm,uz, Gulf of I of Malacca and Corea, Gulf of
Manaar and PaVc Strait, Straits

\
Tartary, and Behring Strait.

The Principal Capes are:

Baba, the most westerly point of I rin, Romania, Camboja, Lopatka,
Turkey in Asia, Mas al Had, Como-

|
East Cape, and Nortk-East Cape.

The climate of Asia is, in general, warmer than that

of North America in the same latitude ; but the high

table-lands are subject to violent extremes. In the north

it is excessively cold ; in the middle it is dry, and almost

rainless ; and in the south hot. In the east it is more

moist than in the west ; in the south, the_ seasons are di-

vided into wet and dry, and their changes are accom-

panied by a change in the winds, called the monsoons, or

season winds.

The tundras, as the lands lying along the Arctic Ocean
are called, are barren polar wastes. The northern plain

of the continent, lying south of the tundras, is forest

land ; the great central table-land is either agricultural

and pastural land, or sandy desert ; while Farther India

and Malaysia abound with immense tropical forests. On
the southern slope of the Himalayas vegetation becomes
most luxuriant, producing the plants and grains of all

the zones, according to the elevation. China is famous
for its tea and rice. In the southern part of the conti-

nent, and in the islands, coffee, cotton, rice, ginger, pep-

per, and spices are produced in great abundance ; while

the forests furnish palm, teak, sandalwood, gamboge,
and caoutchouc trees. Jungles cover a large part of the

country in the south and south-east, affording refuge to

the lion, tiger, leopard, elephant, and great numbers of

large and venomous serpents and reptiles. In the north

are found the bear, wolf, reindeer, ermine, marten, and
many other fur-bearing animals j horses, camels, and
dromedaries abound in the middle and south-westerly

region. Iron, tin, copper, coal, and other minerals are

found in varioiis parts, but are little worked. Precious

stones are found iu India.

The most densely peopled parts of Asia are China and
Hindostan. The inhabitants of Asia are generally of the

Caucasian race iu the south-west ; Mongolians in the

middle and east ; and Malays in Malacca and the East

India Islands. They are almost all either heathens pro-

fessing the worship of Brahma or Buddha in the south,

and the system of Confucius iu China, or Mohammedans
in the west, which is the centre and cradle of Moham-
medanism. There are native Christians in Syria and
Armenia, and the Russian colonists of Siberia belong to

the Greek Church.

The Countries of Asia are :

j

Eastern Peninsula, comprising
Burnriah, Siam, Annam, etc.

Chinese Empire, including Ti-
bet, Mongolia, etc.

Independent Turkestan.
' Russia in Asia.

Japan.

Turkey in Asia.
Arabia.
Persia.
Afghanistan.
Beloochistan or Baluchistan.
India or Hindostcin.

TURKEY IN ASIA.
Area, about 733,2fi0 square miles; more than three times the size of

Quebec ; population, 16,357,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 22.

Turkey in Asia is bounded on the north by the Black

Sea and Russia ; on the west by the Grecian Archipelago

and the Mediterranean Sea ; on the south by Arabia

;

and on the east by Persia.

It comprises Asia Minor, Armenia, Syria (including

Palestine), Kurdistan (the ancient Assyria'), Irak-Arabi

(the ancient Chaldea), and Algezirah (the ancient Meso-
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potamia). These countries are all celebrated in the

records of the Holy Scriptures, both Old and New, and

for that reason form a peculiarly interesting study. It

also comprises all the western and part of the eastern

divisions of Arabia.

The islands of Cyprus and Rhodes, in the Mediterra-

nean, with Mitylene, Scto, Srnnos, and all the Asiatic

islands of the Grecian Archipelago, belong to Turkey.

Cyprus, however, is occupied and administered by Great

Britain, under treaty with Turkey.

Asia Minor comprises the peninsula between the

Black Sea and the Mediterranean. The greater part of

the country consists of a high plateau, enclosed by the

Taurus Mountains on the south, and the parallel range

of the Anti-Taurus on the north, both extending close

along the coast. The former are the highest, some of

the peaks reaching to 13,000 feet in height.

The rivers, owing to the mountainous nature of the

country, are naturally small and rapid, but are numer-

ous, and many of them celebrated in ancient history.

The principal are the Kizil Irnutk, the ancient Halys,

formerly the boundary between Lydia and Media ; the

Sakaria, flowing into the Black Sea ; and the Meander

and Sarahnt, flowing into the Archipelago. There are

several salt lakes in the interior.

The climate on the plains is hot and dry, but healthy,

and in the mountain-lands cool and pleasant. The soil

is fruitful, especially in the valleys, but much neglected.

Grain, tobacco, cotton, and all southern fruits, such as

figs, olives, grapes, and pomegranates, grow in abund-

ance. The elevated parts of the country afford excellent

pasturage to large flocks and herds of cattle. Along the

shore of the Black Sea a dense forest covers the land.

The commerce of the country is chiefly in the hands

of the Greeks, Armenians, and Jews. The people are

chiefly Mohammedans, but a large number belong to the

Greek and Armenian Churches. The population is about

eleven millions.

Smyrna (150,000) is the chief commercial city of Asia

Minor, and makes large exports of dried fruits. It is

situated on a fine bay, and claims to have been the birth-

place of Homer. Scutari, opposite Constantinople

;

Brusa (60,000), near the foot of Mount Olympus ; Kutaya
and Angora, on branches of the Sakaria, the latter cele-

brated for its silky-haired goats, are the most important

towns ; Trebizond (50,000) and Sinope are ports on the

Black Sea ; Tokat has copper mines and manufactures.

Tarsus, celebrated as the birthplace of St. Paul, is on the

southern coast, opposite the island of Cyprus.

Armenia lies to the east of Asia Minor, between it and
the Russian Province of Transcaucasia, south of the Cau-

casus Mountains. It much resembles Asia Minor in

physical features, climate, and productions, but is still

more mountainous. The land of Eden is supposed to

have been in Armenia ; and Mount Ararat, upon which
the ark rested after the flood, is on the borders of Arme-
nia, Persia, and Trans-Caucasia. It rises in two peaks, the

highest being 17,112 feet high. The rivers Euphrates

and Tigris rise in the mountains of Armenia, and flow

southwards into the Persian Gulf ; and the Kur, with its

tributary the Aras, flows into the Caspian Sea.

Erzeroum (60,000), the largest city, is situated on an

elevated plain, 6,000 feet high, near the source of the

Euphrates.

Syria and Palestine.

S3rria extends southwards from the Taurus Mountains,

along the eastern shore of the Mediterranean, and in-

cludes also Palestine, or the Holy Land.

From the Taurus range the mountains of Lebanon
stretch southwards in two parallel chains, called the

Libanus and Anti-Libanus—the latter terminating in

Mount Hermon, 9,381 feet high, its peak covered with

snow for the greater part of the year. Between these

ranges lies Ccele-Syria, or Hollow Syria. Mount Carmel,

on the coast, forms a bold and lofty promontory to the

south of the Bay of Acre. In the north, the river Oron-

tes rises, and flows past Antioch into the Mediterranean.

Near Mount Hermon are the sources of the Jordan,

which flows southwards through the Sea of Galilee, or

Tiberias, so celebrated for the stirring scenes which oc-

curred there during the life of Our Lord upon earth.

From this lake the Jordan flows into the Dead Sea,

after a course, including many windings, of about 200

miles. The Dead Sea is a lake nine times Salter than

the ocean, and is 1,300 feet below the level of the Medi-

terranean ; and the Jordan, for the greater part of its

course, is also below the level of the sea, being the only

known instance of such an extraordinary depression.

The mountains of Lebanon are continued southwards by
the mountains of Palestine ; and still farther by the

mountains of Seir, terminated at the extremity of the

peninsula at the head of the Red Sea by the Sinaitic

group, on one of which Moses received the Ten Com-
mandments. One of the same group is Mount Horeb,

where Moses saw the burning bush. To the east of Je-

rusalem is the Mount of Olives, the favorite resort of our

Saviour. To the east and south of Syria is a great sandy

desert, extending into Arabia, and inhabited by wild and

rapacious tribes of Arabs, who live by pasturing their

flocks and by plunder.

The climate in the valleys is hot, and the soil is natu-

rally rich, but it is poorly cultivated, and, owing to long

neglect, has become sterile and barren. Grain, olives,

figs, grapes, and pomegranates grow abundantly with

but little labor, and the land would be literallv a "land

flowing with milk and honey," if its resources were ae-

veloped.
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.

How is Syria situated? How is it bounded? De-

Bcribe the mountains of Syria. Describe the course of

the Jordan. The Dead Sea. The mountains in the

south. What is east and south of Syria ? How was

Palestine formerly named? Describe the climate.

Soil and productions. Inhabitants of the mountains of

Lebanon. Describe the principal towns and places of

interest. Point them out on the map, and state where

they are situated and for what noted.
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The mountains of Lebanon are inhabited by two inde-

pendent tribes : the Maronites, a kind of Christians ; and

the Druses, a brave and warlike race, whose religion is a

mixture of Christianity and Mohammedanism.
DamfMcus (150,000) is the largest and most important

city of Syria, and one of the oldest in the world, having

been in existence in the time of Abraham. It lies on

the route of the caravans to Mecca, and carries on a large

trade in silks, jewelry, etc. Beyrout is the seaport of

Damascus, and has also a large trade in silks, oil, and

wine. AlepjM) (70,000) is the capital of Syria, and carries

on an extensive trade in cotton and silk manufactures.

In 1822 it was nearly destroyed by an earthquake, and

20,000 persons lost their lives. Antioch, on the Orontes,

was formerly a city of great importance. Biidlbec, in

Coele-Syria, and Palmyra, the Tadmor of the Old Testa-

ment, in the Syrian desert, 130 miles north-east of Da-

mascus, are remarkable for the remains of their ancient

temples and buildings.

By Palestine is generally understood the country ex-

tending south from the mountains of Lebanon to the

southern end of the Dead Sea ; and from the Mediterra-

nean Sea across the River Jordan to the Syrian Desert.

It was called the Land of Canaan in patriarchal times
;

the Laud of Israel from the time of its conquest by the

Israelites under Joshua; and after the division of the

kingdom at the death of Solomon, the northern part,

occupied by the Ten Tribes, was known as the Kingdom

of Israel, with Samaria as its capital, and the southern

part as the Kingdom of Judah, with Jerusalem as its

capital. After the return of the Jews from the Babylo-

nian captivity, they reoccupied mainly the southern part

of the country, which has ever since been known as

Judea ; while the central part was called Samaria, and

the northern part Galilee.

Jenisalem (28,000), the celebrated capital of ancient

Judea, is now sadly fallen in importance. Only about

one-fourth of its inhabitants are Christians, and the

Mosque of Omar now occupies the site of the ancient Jew-

ish temple. It is only half the size it was before its de-

struction by Titus. Most of the interesting spots mem-
orable in the life of our Lord are still pointed out, and

churches have been erected upon them. It is much
visited by pilgrims and travellers. Jaffa, the port of

Jerusalem, is the ancient Joppa. Tyre and Sidon, for-

merly important cities and seaports on the coast, are

almost deserted ; Bethleliem, the birthplace of our Lord,

six miles south of Jerusalem, is now a straggling village.

Hebron is ten miles farther south. Nahlous is the ancient

Shechem or Sychar, near which was Jacob's Well. Acre,

on the coast, near Mount Carmel, is famous in later times

for the sieges it has withstood. Gaza, to the south-west

of Jerusalem, is still an important town, carrying on trade

between Palestine and Egypt.

Eardistan, Irak-Arabi, and Algezirah.

These countries, representing the ancient Assyria,

Chaldea, and Mesopotamia, occupy the south-eastern part

of Turkey. Kurdistan, on the borders of Armenia, is

mountainous ; but the greater part of the country is a

level plain, through which i\iQ.Ti(jrk and Euphrates flow

south-east into the Persian Gulf. These rivers overflow

their banks when the snow melts on the mountains, and
for a brief period the plains are covered with vegetation

;

but the hot sun soon scorches it all up. Along the course

of the rivers, vines, rice, and date-palms flourish, but the

rest of the country is desolate, and is infested by warlike

tribes of plundering Kurds and Arabs.

Lake Van, in the north, is 5,500 feet above the sea, and
about one-fifth the size of Lake Ontario.

Bassora or Bnssorah (60,000j, near the Persian Gulf,

has a large trade with Persia and the East. BagiUtA

(65,000), on the Tigris, was long the capital of the Mo-
hammedan Caliphs, and is an important starting-point

for caravans. MohuI (40,000), on the Tigris, has fine cot-

ton manufactures, and from it muslin derives its name.

Opposite to It the interesting remains of ancient Nineveh

were discovered by Layard. Diarhekir has copper mines.

JliUali occupies the site of ancient Babylon. Near it ia

the mound called Birs Nimrod, supposed to be the ruins

of the famous Tower of Babel.

ARABIA.
Area, 1,220,000 square miles ; three timea the size of Ontario and

Quebec ;
population, about 5,000,000; persons to a square mile,

about 4.

Arabia is a peninsula bounded on the north by Turkey

in Asia ; on the west by the Isthmus of Suez and the

Red Sea ; on the south by the Indian Ocean ; and on

the east by the Persian Gulf and Irak-Arabi.

It is a vast sandy desert, rising in the interior into a

high table-land, from 5,000 to 8,000 feet higli, and sloping

principally towards the Persian Gulf. It is most abrupt

on the west and south coasts. Little is known of the in-

terior of the country, but recent travellers have found

considerable towns and a numerous population in the

northern central parts. The Syrian desert is in the pos-

session of wandering tribes of Arabs called Bedouins,

who live by plundering the caravans and by pasture.

The Strait of Babelmandeb is at the entrance of the

Red Sea, and the Strait of Ormuz at the entrance of the

Persian Gulf. Cki/pe Bas el Had is the south-eastern ex-

tremity. The Movntains of Sinai are in the peninsula

extending into the Red Sea at its northern extremity.

The climate is excessively hot, and the simoom, or

burning wind of the desert, renders travelling very dan-

gerous, as the sand sometimes moves like the waves of

the sea, overwhelming everything. Tlie soil on the coast

is fertile, producing coffee, myrrh, frankincense, dates.
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and various other fruits. In the Persian Gulf are valu-

able pearl fisheries. Arabia is celebrated for its horses.

The camel is the only animal which can endure the

fatigue of traversing the deserts.

Hedjaz and Yemen in the west and El Hasa in the

east are tributary to Turkey ; the south-east belongs to

the Sultan of Muscat ; in the interior is the kingdom of

Nedjed.

Mecca (30,000), the birthplace of Mohammed, 60 miles

from the Red Sea, and Medina, containing his tomb,
farther north, are the holy cities of the Mohammedans,
and are visited by vast numbers of pilgrims, as Moham-
medans are enjoined to visit Mecca at least once in their

lives. Jeddali is the seaport of Mecca.

Sana is the capital of Yemen, and Mocha, celebrated

for its coffee, is the chief seaport. Aden, at the entrance

of the Strait of Babelmandeb, has belonged to Britain

since 1839.

Muscat (60,000), on the east coast, is the capital of

Oman, the most enterprising and maritime country in

Arabia, and even in Western Asia. It carries on an im-
portant trade in gums, myrrh, and frankincense, a large

portion of which is brought from Africa.

Riad (30,000), in the centre of the country, is the cap-

ital of the kingdom of Nedjed and the chief town of the

Wahabees, a particularly strict sect of Mohammedans.
The ruins of Petra, the ancient capital of Edom, in

the north, about midway between the Dead and the Eed
Seas, consist of a long street or narrow valley, in which
houses, temples, and all the buildings are hewn out of

the solid rock ; and are amongst the most interesting an-

cient remains in existence.

PERSIA.
Area, 636,000 square miles ; about one-half larger than Ontario, Que-

bec, and Newfoundland
; population, 7,65-3,000

;
persons to a

square mile, 12.

Persia is bounded on the north by Asiatic Russia, the

Caspian Sea, and Turkestan ; on the west by Turkey

;

on the south by the Persian Gulf ; and on the east by
Afghanistan and Beloochistan. It was formerly a nation

of great importance, forming one of the most powerful

empires of ancient history, but is now sadly reduced,

and seems to be decreasing in population.

The surface is mountainous, especially in the north
and west, where the Elburz Mountains extend from Af-
ghanistan to the mountains of Armenia. The highest
summit is Mount Demavend, about 20,500 feet high.

The interior is a high plateau about 3,000 feet above the
sea, forming part of the great Desert of Iran, which ex-

tends into Afghanistan. The rivers are few and small,

and either lose themselves in the sand, or flow into lakes

so salt that fish cannot live in them. The largest of these

lakes is Urumiah, in Kurdistan, a salt lake 4,000 feet
above the sea, and about one-fourth the size of Lake On-
tario. Along the shore of the Caspian Sea, and wherever
there is water, vegetation is luxuriant, and cotton, the
sugar-cane, and mulberry, fig, and pomegranate trees

abound. In the south it is hot, dry, and arid, and the
date-palm is the only tree that will grow.

The Persians are a gay, polite, and hospitable people,
and carry on large manufactures in fine silks, carpets,

and brocades. Two-thirds of the people are engaged in

pastoral pursuits. The sheep of Persia are famous for

their size. Trade is chiefly in the hands of the British

and Russians, the latter having almost exclusive control

of the navigation on the Caspian Sea. The government
is a despotism, under a ruler called the Shah ; and the

religion is the Mohammedan.
Ispahan (60,000), the former capital, is situated on a

high plain in a well-cultivated district. Teheran (85,-

000), the capital, is in the desert, where the climate is so

hot and unhealthy, that in summer the city is almost de-

serted. Shiraz, near the Persian Gulf, is in the centre of

a fertile and beautiful valley. North of it are the ruins

of Persepolis, among which are supposed to be those of

the palace of Darius, destroyed by Alexander the Great.

Bushire, on the Persian Gulf, is the chief port. Tabriz

(100,000), the largest city, near lake Urumiah, Meshed

(60,000), Yezfl, and Ilamadan, the latter on the caravan

route to Bagdad, are important towns. Reshd and Astra-

hctd are ports on the Caspian.

AFGHANISTAN.
Area, 278,650 square miles ; larger than Quebec, New Brunswick, and

Nova Scotia, together ; popiilation, about 4,000,000 ; persons to a

square mile, 14.

Afghanistan is situated between Persia and the north-

ern part of India. It is mountainous in surface, and in

the south-west the Persian desert extends into the coun-

try. In the north-east are the Hindoo K<K)sh MountainSy

some of them rising 20,000 feet in height ; and from

these the Suleiman Mountains extend southwards into

Beloochistan.

Owing to the elevated position of the country, it is

subject to great extremes of heat and cold, but the moun-
tains enclose many rich and fertile valleys. Two famous

mountain passes lead from the high plateaus of Afghanis-

tan to the valley of the Indus. They are the Khyber
Pass and the Bolan Pass, and are on the two great roads

between India and the West.

The towns are chiefly inhabited by Persians and Hin-

doos, who carry on the trade ; while the Afghans are

principally j>riests or soldiers, holding trade in contempt.

They are divided into a number of semi-independent

tribes, but unite for the common defence of the country.





What is the area of India? Population? Size? Capital? How is
India boanded? To whoin does the greater part of India belong? How
is it divided by its physical features? How does the surface slope?
Describe the principal rivers. What are the principal features of the
vOast? Describe the climate of India. The seasons. The winds. What
IS said of the seasons in Bengal ? What do the different winds cause?
What happens during the rainy season ? Describe the products of India.
rhe_ vegetation. Animals. Minerals. Manufactures. What is said of
the inhabitants? Of the native soldiers? Of the religion and religious
rites? What is the size of Ceylon? Where is it situated? How is it

separated from the mainland ? Describe its surface, climate, &c. Describe
the chief towns. Describe the other islands belonging to India. Have

EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
they any products. What is the area of the Eastern Peninsula' Popu-
lation? Size? How IS It bounded? What countries does it comprise'
Describe the surface. What is said of the interior of the country? Of
the climate? Of the soil and products ? Of the forests? Of the peculiar
productions? Of the animals? Of the minerals? Of the inhabitants'
Describe Burmah How is it situated? Describe its chief towns."
Describe Siam. How IS It situated? Describe its chief towns. Describe
Laos and the Shan States. How are they situated? Describe Annam.How is It situated? Describe its chief towns. Name the British pro-
vinces. How are they situated? Describe the chief towns. Describe
the Malay Peninsula, lU inhabitants, &c.

INDIA,
BURMAH &c.

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
How u India separated from Tibet? What sea is on the west?

What bay is on the east? What large river flows into the Arabian Sea?
What two large rivers flow into the Bay of Bengal ? Which Presidency
IS in the north? Which in the south-east? Which in the south-west?
What is the southern extremity of India called ? What island is off the
southern point? How is it separated from the mainland? What is the
eastern coast called ? What the western coast ? What desert is in the
north-west? What islands are off the south-west coast ? What gulfs are
on the north-west coast ? How is Calcutta situated? Bombay? Madras?
What large cities are on the Ganges? On the Jumna? On the Indus?
What large cities are in the Punjab?—(in the north-west.) In what direc-
tion from Calcutta is Delhi? Madras? Bombay? Lucknow? In what
direction from Bombay is Aden ?—(see Asia.) Suez? In what du«ction

from Madras are Pondicherry? Tanjore? Hyderabad? Where is Alla-
habad? Benares? Describe the position of the following independent
states :—Nepaul, the country of the Ghoorkas. Describe from the map
the country of the Sikhs. Point out the following dependent states :^
Mysore, Gujerat, Katchh, Gwalior, Travancore, Rajputana. Where i»

Scinde? Where Scindla? Where is Cochin? Where Cochin-Chinat
Where Trichinopoly? Seringapatam? Golconda mines? Kurrachee
(port)? Agra? Mooltan? What sea is on the east of the Eastern
Indian Peninsula? What bay on the west? What gulf on the southi
What country on the north? What peninsula extends to the south!
How is it separated from Sumatra ? What British possession is on the
south of it? What large rivers flow southwards through the Eastern
Peninsula? How is Ava situated ? Bangkok? Rangoon!
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They were formerly very powerful, and had possession

of a large part of Western India.

Kabul (60,000), the capital, is situated 6,400 feet above

the sea, and is surrounded with gardens. It is the key
of Hindostan on the west. KandAiluir and Herat are the

other principal towns. Herat carries on extensive manu-
factures, and is an important station on the caravan route

between Persia, Russia, and India. Its occupation by the

Persians caused the war of England with Persia in 1856.

BELOOOHISTAN.
Area, 140,000 square miles ; rather less than Ontario in size

;
popula-

tion, about 2,000,000
;

per.-^ons to a square mile, 11.

Beloochistan lies to the south of Afghanistan, between

it and the Arabian Sea.

It is mountainous and desert in the north, and along

the coast is a dry arid tract, where nothing but the date-

palm will grow. The country is divided between the

Beluches in the west, and the Brahuis in the east. Both
are pastoral, and profess Mohammedanism. The Hin-

doos carry on the trade.

Kelat (12,000), in the north-east, is the. chief town.

It is 7,000 feet above the sea.

KAFIRISTAN.
Area, about 20,000 square miles ; about the size of Nova Scotia

;
popu-

lation, about 500,000 ;
persons to a square mile, 25.

Eafiristan, which may be called the Switzerland of

Asia, is a small mountainous country lying between the

Hindoo Koosh Mountains and North-western India. It

is chiefly interesting on account of the people (who are

called the Siah-Posh Kafirs), who belong to the Cauca-

sian race, having light hair, fair skins, and blue eyes,

and who, though repeatedly attacked by their more pow-

erful neighbors, have managed to retain their indepen-

dence.

Caundaisli (2,500) is the principal town.

INDIA, or HINDOSTAN.
Area, i. 605,216 square miles; rather less than half the size of the Do-

minion of Canada; population, 259,321,000; persons to a square

mile, 158.

India, or Hindostan, is bounded on the north by the

Himalaya Mountains ; on the west by Afghanistan, Beloo-

chistan, and the Arabian Sea ; on the south by the In-

dian Ocean ; and on the east by the Bay of Bengal and

Burmah.

The greater part of India is now in the possession of

the British, or tributary to them. It was formerly under
the control of a large trading company called the East

India Company, but since 1858 has been under the direct

control of the British Government. The first factory of

the East India Company was established in 1612.

The country is naturally divided into three parts : the

basin of the Indus in the north-west ; the basin of the

Ganges in the north-east ; and the southern peninsula

between the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, includ-

ing the Dakhan, an elevated table-land enclosed by the

Eastern and Western Ghauts and the Vindhya Mountains.

The enormous mass of the Ilimnlayas extends along

the north, rising to their greatest height in the eastern

part of the range, where Mount Everest reaches 29,002

feet in height, being the highest known mountain in

the world. The Western Ghauts extend along the west-

ern coast, and the Eastern Ghauts along the eastern coast

at a distance of about forty miles from the sea. The
western are the highest, rising about 4,000 feet, and their

southern continuation, the Neilgherries, rise to about

7,000 feet. The Vindhya Mountains and Am nilli IIi'Us

are in the west.

The general slope of the country is towards the east, as

shown by the course of the rivers. India is well wa-

tered, but owing to the height of the sources of the prin-

cipal rivers, they are not generally well adapted for navi-

gation. The Ganges rises in the Himalayas at a height

of about 14,000 feet, receiving the Gogra, Jumna, and

other tributaries, and flows into the Bay of Bengal by a

number of mouths, after a course of 1,500 miles. It is

navigable for steamers as far as Cawnpur, and so is the

Jumna as far as Delhi. The Brahnutputra and the Indus

rise on the north side of the Himalayas in Tibet, and

flow east and west respectively, turning the ends of the

Himalaya chain. The Brahmaputra joins the eastern

mouth of the Ganges, and is a very rapid river. The In-

dus receives the Sutlaj with its three main tributaries

—

which give the name of the Paujab, or " Five Rivers,"

to the country through which they flow—and after a

course of 1,800 miles, falls into the Arabian Sea. The
lower part of its course is through a desert composed of

sandy plains and jungles. The other rivers are the Ner-

bndda, flowing west, and the Mahamtddy, Godavery,

Krishna, and Kaveri flowing east.

The western coa.st is called the Mahdmr Coast, and the

eastern the Coromandel Coast. Cape Comorin is the

southern extremity of the continent.

The climate of India varies according to latitude and

elevation above the sea. The great height of the Hima-

layas, and the highlands sloping from them towards the

south, give every variety of climate, from that of per-

petual snow to that of the torrid zone. Like other tropi-

cal countries, the seasons are divided into the wet and the

dry, and their changes coincide with the periodical mon-

soons or season winds. The monsoons blow from the

south-west in summer, and from the north-east in win-

ter ; and the changes produce violent storms. In Ben-

gal the hot season is from March to the end Ox May, and

the wet season from June to October.
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During the heavy rains, the rivers, especially the Gan-
ges and Brahmaputra, overflow their banks to a great dis-

tance, rendering the soil very fertile. Rice is the great

staple and general food of all classes. Opium, indigo,

sugar, tea, and cotton are largely cultivated and ex-

ported. The teak, banyan, bamboo, mangrove, and a

variety of palms, are the principal trees. The teak is as

valuable for ship-building as the oak. A single banyan
tree covers a large space of ground, as each branch ex-

tends downwards to the ground, takes root, and produces

other branches. Of late years the cinchona tree, from
which Peruvian bark and quinine are obtained, has been
largely planted. The soil in many parts is not culti-

vated, and is covered with jungles, affording a refuge

for tigers, elephants, and other wild animals. India is

rich in minerals, and especially in precious stones. The
Hindus excel in manufactures of ivory, silks, fine mus-
lins, and cottons. The shawls of Kashmir, made from
the hair of the Kashmir goat, are unrivalled.

Hindus form the greater part of the population ; and
although the country belongs to Britain, it contains very
few Europeans, and these are chiefly military. The na-

tive soldiers in the pay of the British are called Sepoys.

The natives are mostly pagans, worshipping Brahma,
Vishnu, the Ganges, and many animals. Widows were
formerly burnt on the funeral piles of their dead hus-
bands, and children thrown into the Ganges, but the

Government has now prohibited these and other cus-

toms. In the north-west there are great numbers of

Mohammedans. The most remarkable feature in Hindu
society is the division of the people into four castes

—

Brahmins or priests, soldiers, merchants, and laborers.

None of these can intermarry, or even eat and drink to-

gether. Those who have been degraded from their caste

are called pariahs, and are outcasts from society,

BRITISH INDIA.
British India, with its dependencies, was formerly

divided into three parts—the Bengal, Madras, and Bom-
bay Presidencies, but now forms nine provinces, the

whole being under the control of the Governor-General
and Supreme Council of India.

These are : Bengal, comprising the country watered by
the lower courses of the Ganges and Brahmaputra, and
extending from Patna on the west to Chittagong on the

east and Chilka Lake on the south ; the North- West
Provinces (including Oudh\ along the courses of the
Ganges and Jumna, from Delhi to Patna ; the Panjai),

or "Five Rivers," situated on the tributaries of the In-

dus in the north-west (these three provinces are under
Lieutenant-Governors) ; the Central Pronin^^, situated

south-west of Bengal Proper (governed by a Chief Com-
missioner) ; Assam, on the Brahmaputra, to the north-

east ; British Burmah in Farther India ; Madras and

Bombay, comprising the east and west coasts respectively

;

and the Detiiched Provinces under the direct control of

the Governor-General.

1. Bengal.—This province lies along the lower courses

of the Ganges and Brahmaputra. At the mouth of the

Ganges and extending about 200 miles up, is a swampy
district, called the Sunderbunds. It includes Orissa, a
district lying to the south-west, which, being ill-watered,

is liable to drought. The chief products are rice, opium,
indigo, and jute. Calcutta (683,458), the largest city and
the capital of British India, is situated on the left bank
of the Hugli branch of the Ganges, about 100 miles from
its mouth. The river here is about a mile wide, and is

generally full of shipping. The citadel, spires, minarets,

temples, and villas, extending along the river for a dis-

tance of five miles, give the city an aspect of great mag-
nificence ; but the native portion is low, dirty, and ill-

built. The European population is only about 10,000.

Higher up on the Ganges are Moonheddbad, the former
Mohammedan capital of Bengal ; and Patna (160,000),

with large exports of rice and indigo.

2. North-West Provinces.—This province extends,

north-westerly from Bengal, along the Ganges and Jumna
Rivers, as far as Delhi. On the Ganges are Benares (207,-

570), the moat holy city of the Hindus; Allftlmbad (150,-

378), at the confluence with the Jumna, another holy

city; and Gawnpur {\\Q,QOZ), where the Europeans were

massacred in 1857. On the Jumna are Agra (137,908),

the ancient capital of the Mogul Empire, containing the

magnificent mausoleum, the Taj Mehal; LncJcnoiD (261,-

500), celebrated for its defence against the Sepoys during

the Indian Mutiny ; and BareHly (101,688) is an impor-

tant place of trade.

3. Panjab.—This province lies still further to the

north-west, between the river Jumna and Afghanistan.

Its name, which means "five rivers," was given to it in

consequence of its being traversed by five main streams,

the Indus, Jhelum, Clienab, Ravi, and Sutlaj. It in-

cludes the former State of Delhi. The principal cities

are Pelhi {1Q1 ,000), the "Rome of India" in respect of

historic associations and splendor; Lahore {1S0,000), the

capital ; Amritsar (145,000), the holy city of the Sikhs,

and the chief seat of trade ; Peshdwur, an important

fortified town, on the Afghan frontier ; nudMidtan, with

manufactures of silk.

4. Central Provinces.-—These lie to the south-west of

Bengal. The great railway between Bombay and Cal-

cutta passes through the northerly portion. Nagpur
(85,000) is the largest city ; but Jubbulpur, on the rail-

way, does the greatest trade. Cotton is the chief pro-

duct.

5. Assam lies along the Brahmaputra, to the north-

east of Bengal. It is the tea-producing district of India.

The principal town is Oowhati.
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6. British Burmah is a strip of country lying along

the east side of the Bay of Bengal in Farther India. It

is subdivided into Arakan, Pegu, and Tenasserim. The
great river Irawady runs through Pegu. The largest town
and trading port is Rangun (132,004).

7. Madras.—This province extends along the Bay of

Bengal from the Province of Bengal to Cape Comorin,

and along the Arabian Sea from the native State, Travan-

core, to the Portuguese settlement of Goa or Panjim, at

the southerly limit of the Province of Bombay. It has a

coast-line of about 1,600 miles, but not one good natural

harbor. Madras (406,000), the capital, is situated on the

Coromandel coast. The other principal towns are 7>v-

chinopoli and Tanjore, on the Kaveri, the latter with

manufactures of cottons and silks, and celebrated for its

temple or pagoda, the finest example of Hindu architec-

ture extant; and CaliciU (whence the word "calico"),

on the Malabar coast, the first port visited by Vasco de

Gama.
8. Bombay extends north" of Goa, along the Arabian

Sea, as far as Beloochistan. It includes Sind, but not

Katchh or Gujrat. The capital, Bombay (753,000), on an

island of the same name, is the most important outlet of

trade in India, and the second largest city in the British

Empire. The other chief towns are Puiui, (120,000),

south-east of Bombay; Sural (110,000), north of Bom-
bay, where the first British factory was established in

1611 ; and Ahrnadabad (120,000), still further north, an

ancient walled city.

9. The Detached Provinces under the direct control

of the Governor-General are Ajmir, in the north-west of

India, enclosed within the native State of Rajputana

;

Berar, between Bombay and the Central Provinces ; and

Kurrj, a small State to the south-west of Maisur in the

Dakhan.

NATIVE STATES.
The total number of Native States, large and small, is

about 800, and they cover an area of about 700,000

square miles, and contain a population of about 60,-

000,000. Two of them are quite independent ; the

others are tributary to the British Government, . and to

some extent under its control.

The Independent States are :

Nepal and Bhotan, both occupying the southern slope

of the Himalayas.

Nepal extends along the slope of the Himalayas at the

part where they reach their highest elevation. The

lower part is densely covered with forests. Katmandu,

situated in a valley, is the capital.

Bhotan lies east of Nepal, and north of the valley of

the Brahmaputra. It is separated from Nepal by the

small tributary State Sikirn. The Ghoorkas are the ruling

race, and are excellent soldiers. The capital is Punuka.

The Principal Dependent States are :

Kashmir lies north of the Panjab, and contains many
fertile valleys. The famous shawls are manufactured

there. Kashmir (or Serinagur), the capital, is situated

on the Jhelum, 5,000 feet above the sea.

The R^gpoot States, or Rajputana, a number of small

States occupying both sides of the AravuUi Hills in the

west, with the British territory of Ajmir in the centre.

Scindia's Dominions, or Gwalior, are situated along

the ChambuL Gwolior, with a famous hill-fort, is the

capital.

Indore, or the Holkar States, are along the Vindhya
Mountains.

Haidarabad, or the Nizam's Dominions, lies south of

Berar, between the Province of Bombay and the river

Godavery. Haidarahul is the capital. Near it is Golr

cond/i, famous for its diamonds. AurungalMid is the

chief town in the north. Near it are the cave-temples

of Elora.

Gujrat and Eatchh are small territories on the west

coast. Barodu is the capital of Gujrat.

Maisur, the territory of the celebrated Hyder Ali, oc-

cupies the south of the Dakhan. The Christians ford

one-eighth of the population, a larger proportion than in

any other part. Maisur is the capital. Seringapatam,

on the Kaveri, is strongly fortified. Bimgcdore (143,000)

is the largest town.

Cochin and Travancore are small States on the south

west coast. Cochin is the capital of the first, and Tri

irindrum of Travancore.

The foreign possessions in India, besides the British,

are

:

Belonging to the Portuguese, Panjim or Goa, on the

Malabar coast, with a capital of the same name ; Dtu
and Damao in Gujrat,

The French possess : CharuUrrutgore, above Calcutta;

Yanaon, at the mouth of the Godavery; Pondi<-herry,

the capital, on the Coromandel coast ; and Mahe, on the

Malabar coast, near Calicut.

ISLANDS.

Ceylon is rather less than New Brunswick in size, and

is situated at the south-eastern extremity of India, with

which it is almost connected by a chain of shoals called

Adam's Bridge. The Gulf of Mamiar and Palk Strait

are between it and the mainland. Area, 24,702 square

miles; population, 2,758,166.

It is mountainous in surface, and possesses a much
more healthy climate than the mainland. It abounds

with precious stones. In the Gulf of Manaar are valu-

able pearl fisheries.

Colombo (112,000) is the capital and chief seaport, ex-
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porting large quantities of coffee. Trincomalee possesses

a magnificent harbor. Candy is the ancient capital.

The Laccadive and Maldive Islands, on the west,

are coral islands. They are low, and of little impor-

tance. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, in the Bay
of Bengal, are mountainous, and yield valuable timber.

FARTHER INDIA.
Area, about 715,400 square miles ; one-fonrth the size of British North

America ;
population, 33,600,000 ;

persons to a square mile, 47.

Farther India includes the countries south-west of

China and south-east of British India. It comprises

Burmah, Siam, the Laos or Shan States, Annam, Kambo-

dia, French Cochin China, and the Malay Peninsula.

Mountain ranges extend north and south through the

peninsula, and between them flow large and important

rivers ; the Iraioadi and Scduen into the Gulf of Marta-

ban, the Menam into the Gulf of Siam, and the Mekong
into the China Sea. From the south-west the narrow
Malay Peninsula stretches southwards, and is separated

from the Island of Sumatra by the Strait of Malacca.

Very little is known of the interior. The soil is fer-

tile, producing rice, cotton, sugar, and indigo. The
forests are very extensive, and the trees, growing to an
enormous size, include teak, sandalwood, rosewood, cin-

namon, and sago and other palms. Laos produces ben-
zoin and gumlac ; gamboge is peculiar to Kambodia. The
forests are the haunts of vast numbers of monkeys

;

tigers and elephants also abound. Gold, silver, copper,

and tin are found, especially in the eastern parts.

The inhabitants are chiefly Buddhists, except the

Malays, who are Mohammedans. In Annam they as-

similate more to the Chinese. All the native govern-

ments are despotic.

Burmah lies to the north-east of the British Provinces.

The hills are low, but they are densely covered with
forests of teak and other valuable timber. Rice is the

staple production and chief article of food. Burmah
contains about 4,000,000 inhabitants.

Ava (50,000), the former capital, is situated on the
Irrawady, about 400 miles from its mouth. Near it are

large wells of petroleum. Mandalay (90,000), a little

north-west of Ava, is the capital. Bhamo, in the north,

carries on the principal trade with China.

Siam lies to the north-east of Burmah, and is watered
by the Menam River. It includes also the northern
part of the peninsula of Malacca. The country is very
fertile, producing rice, sugar, cocoa, besides palms and
fruits in great abundance. It exports gamboge and gum-
lac. It is inhabited by a mixed population of about
5,700,000, consisting of Siamese, Chinese, and Malays.
They are mostly Buddhists.

Bangkok (255,000), the capital, is situated on the Me-
nam, about 20 miles from its mouth. A great part of

the city is on the river, and is built upon bamboo rafts,

each supporting several houses, and arranged into streets.

Ayuthia, the former capital, is situated on an island

formed by the Menam.
The Laos, or Shan States, occupy the country watered

by the upper part of the Menam, north of Siam, and that

watered by the Mekong, east of Siam. They consist of

a number of semi-independent States tributary to Siam.
The country is fertile but little known. Most of the

trade is with Siam.

Annam comprises two provinces : Tonquin on the

north and Cochin China on the east coast. It is watered
by the Mekong. In the north and west are vast alluvial

plains, very fertile and well cultivated. Cochin China
is more mountainous. It produces rice, sugar, cinna-

mon, and gamboge. Annam is nominally subject to

China, but is practically independent The population

is about 21,000,000.

Hue (100,000), the capital, is situated about ten miles

from the east coast, on a navigable river, and is strongly

fortified. Hanoi or KesJio (150,000), in the north, has a

considerable trade.

Kambodia, to the south of Siam, is a separate State

under the protection of France.

Tlie present State is only the feeble remnant of a once

powerful and flourishing kingdom, the civilization of

which is attested by numerous magnificent architectural

remains. Pemmpeuh (20,000) is the capital.

French Cochin China lies to the south-west of Kam-
bodia, at the mouth of the Mekong. Its climate is fatal

to Europeans. Siigon (180,000) is the capital.

The British Straits Settlement in the Malay Penin-

sula include Penang, or Prince of Wales Island, WeUesUy,

Malacca, and the Island of Singapore. Their total area

is about 14,450 square miles, and their population about

390,000. Singapore (139,000), on the island of the same

name, and the seat of a large commerce, is the capital.

The Malay Peninsula is traversed by mountains from

north to south. It is divided amongst a number of petty

States. The inhabitants are Mohammedans, and belong

to the Malay family. They formerly lived by piracy, but

the influence of Britain has in a great measure put an

end to it. The forests supply timber and gutta-percha,

but trade and industry are altogetiier neglected.

CHINESE EMPIRE.
Area, 4,460,000 square miles; one and a half times the size of the Do-

minion of Canada
;
population, about 370,000,000.

The Chinese Empire consists of China Proper in the

south-east ; Tibet in the south-west ; Mongolia in the

north ; Manchooria in the north-east ; Dzungaria in

the north-west ; and Eastern Turkestan or Kashgaria in

the west.





EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is the area of China.' Population? Size? Where is it

situated ? How is it bounded ? Describe its surface. Name its prin-

cipal rivers. Describe the great canal. Describe the chief features of

the coast. Describe the climate. The soil. The chief products. What
is brought from India? What is said of the minerals of China? Of the

manufactures? For what are the Chinese remarkable? What is said of

trade with foreigners? Of the population ? Of the political state of the

country? Of the Great Wall? Of learning, &c.? Of the language ?

Of the government? Of the religion ? Describe the chief cities. Point

them out on the map. Where are they situated? What ports are open
to foreigners ? Point them out on the map. Where are they situated?

Describe the islands belonging to China. Point them out on the map.

and describe where they are situated. Where is Tibet situated ? Point
it out on the map. How is it bounded ? Describe its surface. Name
the rivers rising in Tibet. Trace their courses on the map. Describe
Lake Palte. What is said of the climate? Of the soil and animals?
For what is Tibet famous? What is said of the government, &c. What
is the area of Japan ? Population? Size? Of what is the Empire of
Japan composed? Describe their position and their surface. The
climate. The soil and products. What is said of the people ? For
what are the Japanese famous? What minerals are found? What is

said of civilization in Japan? Of the exclusiveness of the people? Of
the government? Of the emperors and nobles? Describe the chief
towne

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
What countries adjoin China Proper on the south? On the west?

What two seas are on the east ? What gulf is on the south-east? In the
north-east ? What large rivers flow through China ? \Yhat large island
is to the east? How is it separated from China? What" mountains are
in the south of China Proper? In the west? Where is Hong-Kong?
Canton? Pekin ? Nankin? Foochow? In what direction from Hong-
Kong is Pekin? Nankin? Calcutta? What ocean is between Aqierica
and China? How is Tibei separated from Hindostan? From Eastern

Turkestan? How is Mongolia sepa-ated from Eastern Turlcestan?

From Russia in Asia? How is Manchooria separated from Russia in

Asia?—(see Asia.) How is Turkestan separated from Eastern Turkes-

tan? What sea is on the west of it? What peninsula is on the east of

the Chinese Empire? What large islands are near the eastern coast?

Hov/ are they separated from the mainland? Where is Yarkand
situated? Where Urga? Where Bokhara? Gobi desert?
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It occupies the great central and eastern slope of Asia,

is enclosed on tliree sides Ity the highest mountains, and
watered by three of the greatest rivers of Asia. On the

north are the Altai Movnfaiiin, on the south the Himala-
yas, and on the west the Pamir. From the west the

Jiue)i-Luen and TItinn Shan Monniainx exten<l eastwards

in two parallel chains through the centre of the country ,

and in China Proper the Peliiifi and NanUncj Mountains

extend also in the same direction. Between these moun-
tain chains flow the Amur in the north, the Hoawjlio in

the middle, and the Yantj-tse-kiang and Chukiana or Ta-

kianrj in the south.

In the west are high table-lands, from 4,000 to 10,000

feet above the sea. The centre is an extensive elevated

Bandy plain, called the desert of Shamo or Gobi. To-

wards the sea-coast the land is lower and more level.

CHINA PROPER.
Area, including the islandfl Hainan and Formosa, 1,553,997 square

miles : nearly half the size of the Dominion of Canada ; population,

estimated at about .350,000,000
;
persons to a square mile, 225.

China Proper is the most important part of the coun-

try, and lies north-east of Burmah and Annam. In

the west it is mountainous, but more level towards the

coast. Between Pekin and Nankin is a vast level plain,

which is the most densely populated part of the em-
pire. The country is watered by the Peiho, Iloangho,

Yanf-tsf-kiang, Chukiarnj, and other rivers; and the

cultivation of the ground is much assisted by numer-
ous large canals. The great canal extends from Hang-

chow to a branch of the Peiho, and is over 700 miles

long. It is 200 feet wide at the top, with varying depth,

and is carried over all obstructions, making the deepest

and largest canal in the world. The coast is washed on

the south by the China Sea, and on the east by the Yel-

loic Sea and frulf of Pechili. In the south the climate is

tot, and is subject in summer to typhoons, or terrific

iurricanes ; but in the north it is milder, althoiagh the

extremes of heat and cold are great. Tlie soil is fertile,

and is most carefully cultivated, no part being allowed to

lie idl«, in order to be able to support the vast number
of inhabitants. China supplies the world with tea, ex-

porting 154,000,000 pounds to Britain alone in 1878.

nice forms the principal food of the inhabitants ; but

wheat and other grains are also cultivated. The mulberry,

tallow, and camphor trees—the two latter peculiar to

China—are cultivated. Opium is extensively used, and

is imported chiefly from India. Gold, copper, coal, and

other minerals are found in various parts. The Chinese

are celebrated for their manufactures of silks, porcelain,

cotton, ivory, and paper. The manufacture of paper

and gunpowder, the art of printing, and the mariner's

compass, were known in China long before they were

discovered in Europe, and great advancement had been

made in astronomy, bnt for centi:ries the Chinese have

been at a stand-still, and are making little further prog-

ress.

Trade with foreigners was formerly confined to the

pore of Canton ; in 1842 several additional ports were

pened to foreign commerce, but it was not till 1860,

when Pekin was taken and occupied for a time by the

British, that the country began to be opened up. At the

present time twenty-four ports (called Treaty ports) are

open to foreign trade. Iron, steel, woollens, and other

goods are imported from Europe, and cotton and opium

from India.

China is the most densely-peopled country of its size

in the world, although England, Belgium, and other

small countries contain a greater number of persons to

the square mile. According to the most trustworthy

estimates, it contains nearly one-fourth of the whole pop-

ulation on the globe, although less than one-half the

size of the United States.

For two centuries China has been governed by a Tatar

dynasty. The Great Wall on the northern frontier,

1,400 miles long, is supposed to have been built 200

years before the Christian era, and is carried over hills

and valleys. It was intended to protect the country

from the inroads of the Tatars.

Learning and parental authority are held in high

esteem by the Chinese ; and the chief men, or manda-

rins, are selected for their proficiency in learning. The

language is monosyllabic, and requires a distinct written

character for every word, rendering it one of the most

remarkable and difficult in the world. The government

is a despotism ; the religion is a mixture of Buddhism

with the systems of Laoutze and Confucius, two jjliilos-

ophers who flourished respectively about 550 and 500

years before Christ. The religious system of Laoutze is

called Taouism.

Pekin (1,000,000), the capital, on the Peiho, is about

50 miles south of the Great Wall. It is divided into two

separate towns, the Tatar and Chinese—the former con-

taining the imperial palace and gardens. In 1860 it was

captured by an allied English and French force ; and

the British ambassador now resides there. Xnnkin

(500,000), the former capital, is on the Tang-tse-kiang,

about 100 miles from its mouth. Xankin contained a

famous porcelain tower, which was destroyed by the

rebels a few years ago. It is the chief seat of learning,

and is noted for its manufactures.

Canton (1,500,000) until lately was the only port with

which Europeans could trade. It is situated on the

Chukiang River, about 70 miles from its mouth. A large

part of the population lives in boats on the river. Among

the other ports now open to foreigners' are : ^4 ?no«/,' sit-

uated on the coast opposite the Island of Formosa, with

a magnificent harbor; Foochaw (600,000), farther north;
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Ningpo (120,000), with silk manufactures ; Shnnglme

(280,000), near the mouth of the Yang-tse-kiang, with

the principal foreign trade ; Tien-tsin (950,000), where

the treaty of 1858 was signed-, and Han-koic (700,000),

situated several hundred miles up the Yang-tse-kiang.

Islands.

—

Huinan (2,500,000), to the south, is a large

island at the eastern extremity of the Gulf of Tonquin.

It is mountainous, and exports timber, rice, sugar, pearls,

and coral.

Formosa (3,000,000), separated from China by the strait

of the same name, is a large and fertile island, with nu-

merous volcanic mountains. It exports rice, salt, etc.

Hong-Kong, a small island at the moiith of the Canton

River, 37 miles from Macao, and 100 from Canton, be-

came a British settlement in 1842. The chief town is

Victoria (100,000). Macao is a Portuguese settlement, at

the mouth of the Canton River.

Tibet lies between the Kuen-Luen and Himalaya Moun-
tains. It consists of high table-lands, having an average

altitude of 15,000 feet.

Many large rivers take their rise in Tibet, as the In-

dus, Sutlaj, Brahmaputra or Sanpu, and Yang-tse-kiang.

Lake Palte is a remarkable ring of water round an island

100 miles in circumference. Lake NamcJto or Ten(^ri

Kor is remarkable for its great elevation, being 15,200

feet above the level of the sea.

The climate, owing to the great elevation, is in winter

cold and dry, but it is hot in summer ; and owing to the re-

fraction of the heat from the plains, the snow-line on the

Tibet side of the Himalayas is nearly 3,000 feet higher than

on the south side. The coiantry is well adapted for pastur-

age, and large flocks of the yak, sheep, deer, and Kashmir

goat are reared. Part of the west is subject to Kashmir.

Tibet is the chief seat of Biiddhism, and the Grand

Lama, or Dalai Lama, supposed to be an incarnation of

Buddha, lives at Lussa in great splendor. The Govern-

ment is in the hands of the Chinese, and the Viceroy

also lives at Lassa, which is the capital.

Mongolia extends from the Khingan Mountains,

which separate it from Manchuria, to Dzungaria; and

from the Altai Mountains to Tibet. The country is an

elevated table-land, bordered by mountains, and a great

part of it is covered by the desert of Gobi. The people

are pastoral, possessing numerous herds of horses, oxen,

and camels. They are chiefly Mongols, descendants of

the fierce warriors who, under Zenghis Khan, overran

and conquered a great part of Asia. The trade is princi-

pally with China.

T'rga (50,000), south of Lake Baikal, is the capital, and

the- residence of the Lama of the Mongols. South-west

of Urga are the ruins of Karakorum, the former capital

of Zenghis Khan.

Manchuria lies between the Khingan Mountains and
the Corea. The surface is mountainous, and covered
with forests. The Arnoor flows through it. Th: climr.te

is cold, and wheat will scarcely grow. Oats and millet

are the chief produce. The Manchus conquered China
in 1616-44, and still hold the imperial crown.

Moiikden is the chief town, and the former capital of

the Manchu dynasty. The present capital is Kirin-Oula
Or Girin, on the Sungari.

Chinese Turkistan, or Kashgakia, lies between the

Kuen-Luen and Thian Shan Mountains. The whole f

the country forms part of the elevated table-lands of

Asia, and in the east is the vast desert of Gobi or Shamo,
extending into Mongolia. The country is cold, owing to its

elevation, and is only adapted for pasturage. The inhabi-

tants are Tatars. They were formerly subject to China,

but became independent in 18G4. In 1877-8 they were

reconquered by China, and nearly exterminated.

Yarkand (150,000), the commercial centre, is situated

in a fertile plain, and is the chief emporium of the cara-

van trade between China and Western Asia. Kashgar^

in the north-west, is the capital.

Dzungaria lies to the north of the Thian Shan Moun-
tains. It is mountainous in surface, and is peopled by
the Mongol Tatars. Hi, or Kuldja, does a considerable

trade with Russia.

COREA.
Area, 91,400 square miles ; about half the size of Ontario ; popuIatioiiT

8,500,000 ;
persons to a fqiiare mile, 93.

Corea is a peninsula lying to the south-east of Man-
churia. It was formerly tributary to China, but is now
an independent kingdom. The country is mountainous

and the climate extreme, being hot in summer and cold

in winter. The people are Mongols, and resemble the

Chinese both in appearance and in language. Buddhism
is the principal religion. The king is absolute, both in

politics and in religion. The chief products are rice and

other grains, hemp, cotton, tobacco, and the medicinal

plant, ginseng. Gold is abundant. King-ki-tao is the

capital. Foreigners are jealously excluded from the

country.

^JNDEPENDENT TURKISTAN.J
Area, 194,300 square miles ; about the size of Quebec ;

population, about

3,250,000 ; persons to a square mile, 17.

Independent Turkistan is situated between Russia

and Eastern Turkistan, from which it is separated by the

Pamir. The Oxus, as far west as longitude GG'', and

thence a line running to Persia near the 37th parallel of

north latitude, about forty miles south of Merv, form

the southern boundary, separating it from .Afghanistan.

The greater part of the country consists of sandy steppes
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BEN LOMOND, TASMANIA,

TASMANI A.
Tasmania, or Van Diemen's Land (115,700), is an

island lying to the south-east of Australia, from which it

is separated by Bass's Strait. It is nearly as large as New
Brunswick. The surface is hilly, and the coast indented

with fine bays and harbors. The climate is mild and

healthy, and the soil fruitful. Area, 26,215 square miles.

Hohurt Town (21,000), the capital, is on the Eiver Der-

went, which flows into Storm Bay, on the south-east of

the island. It is beautiiully situated, being siirrounded

by hills.

Launcestoii is on the north side of the island, on the

River Tamar, wliicli flows into Bass's Strait.

NSW ZEALAND.
New Zealand consists of two large islands and several

smaller ones, lying about 1,10U miles south-east of Aus-

tralia. The larger islands are called North Islitnd and

South hldnd, and are separated by Cook's Strait. Steic-

art Island is small, and is separated from South Island

by Foveaux Strait. The area, 106,260 square miles, is

about the same as that of Great Britain and Ireland.

Along the west coast of both of the large islands extends

an elevated chain of mountains, many of their peaks

being covered with perpetual snow. Mount Egniont, in

North Lsland, is over 8,000 feet high ; other peaks rise

to a higher elevation, culminating in Mount Cook (13,-

200), in the South Island. There are a number of small

rivers, some of them navigable. The climate is mild

and healthy, and the soil fertile, producing most of the

grains and fruits of Southern Europe. The taro, sweet

potato, and flax are cultivated, and sheep are extensively

raised for their wool.

The population is aliout 490,000, of which 55,000 are'

natives. These are called 3Iaories, and are of the Malay

race—a tall, well-formed, intelligent race, brave and de-

termined in war, in which they have been often engaged

with the British colonists.

New Zealand is divided into nine provinces. In North

Island are Auckland, with a capital of the same name ;

Taninaki, with Neio Plymouth, the chief city; ILnrke's

Buy, capital, Napier ; and Wellington (about 22,000>, with

WeUinc/ton for its capital. In South Island are Marl'

horoiujh, with Blenheim and Picton ; Nelson, with Nelson,

the chief place; Canterbury, with Christchurch ; Otngo,

with Dunedin, near which are valuable gold fields, Ru-
erton, InvercanjiU, and Westland.

Norfolk Island, to the north of New Zealand, was for-

merly a penal settlement, but it now belongs to the Pit-

cairn Islanders.

CMthum, Antipodes (so called from being the land

most nearly opposite to Great Britain in the southern

hemispheres Auckland, and other islands to the south-

east of New Zealand, are stations for the South Sea whale

and seal fishery.

PAPUA, or NEW GUINEA.

Papua, or New Guinea, next to Australia and Green-

land the largest island on the globe, is situated to the

north of Australia, from which it is separated by Torres

Strait. It lies directly under the equator

/
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On some parts of the coast it is mountainous, but tlie

interior is still unexplored. It is not peopled by any

civilized nation, and is visited only by the Chinese and

Malays for trepang and edible birds' nests. The beauti-

ful bird of paradise is a native of the island.

The numerous groups of islands lying to the east of

New Guinea and Australia are but little known. The

principal are : Admiralty Islands, New Ireland, Neio

Britain, Louisiade Arcldpelago, Solomon Islands, Queen

Charlotte Islands, New Hebmles, and New Caledonia.

The French have possessed New Caledonia since 1854.

^ S2S'OLYNESIA.

Polynesia is the name given to the vast number of

islands scattered over the Pacific Ocean, chiefly within

30' north and south of the equator. The larger islands

are volcanic, but most of the smaller ones have been

produced by the labors of coral insects.

. The principal groups north of the equator are: the

Ladrone, or Marianne, Peleio, Caroline, Marshall, Cil-

bert, and Sandwich Islands. South of the equator are :

the Fiji, Friendly, or Tonga, Navigator's, ovSa.moa,, Cook's,

or Hervey, and Society Islands, the Lo%o ArcJiipelago, and

Marquesas Islands.

The coral islands are generally very small, and are

raised but a few feet above the level of the ocean. They

are often semicircular in shape, with a lagoon of still

^ater between the land and the reefs. Those of volcanic

formation are mountainous, with rich and fertile valleys,

as the Marquesas, Society, and Sandwich Islands. In

Hawaii, one of the latter group, there are two volcanic

mountains, rising upwards of 13,000 feet in height. Al-

though these islands are nearly all within the torrid zone,

the climate is delightful and healthy, being tempered by
the sea breezes. The soil is remarkable for its fertility,

producing the cocoa-palm, bread-fruit, plantains, bana-

nas, yams, and other tropical trees and fruits.

The natives are chiefly of the Malay race, and are well-

built, . and active ; differing greatly, however, in dispo-

sition, being mild and hospitable in some islands, and in

others savage and treacherous. The Fiji Islands, as well

as the Papuan Archipelago, are inhabited by the Austral-

negro race, who are among the lowest and most degraded

inhabitants of the world. The Fiji Islands are fertile,

and form convenient stopping-places on the voyage be-

tween San Francisco and Australia. They were annexed

to Britain in 1875.

The Sandwich and Socitt-" Lslands are the most im-

portant groups in Polyne.sia, and their inhabitants have
made the greatest advances in civilization. The Sand-

wich Islands have a population of about 57,000. They
are regularly visited by whaling and other vessels, and
trade in their own ships with America and with China.

Hawaii is the largest island, and it was there that Cap-

tain Cook, the discoverer, was killed. Honolulu, (14,852),

on one of the smaller islands, is the capital.

The largest of the Society Islands is Tahiti, or Ota-

heite. It contains a i^opulation of 10,000, and is memor-
able as the scene of the mutiny of the Bounty. Pitcairn

Island, where the mutineers settled, is south-east of the

Low Archipelago. The Society Islands are now under

the control of France. Christian missions have been very

successful in Polynesia, many of the islands being com-

pletely Christianized.

ANTARCTICA.

This name is given to several extensive tracts of land

supposed to form part of a Soutliern Continent, and a

number of islands which have been discovered in the

Antarctic Ocean.

The principal tract of land is South Victoria, lying to

the south of New Zealand, discovered in 1840 by Sir

James Ross. It is covered with glaciers and perpetual

snow, and has lofty mountains along the coast. Its most

notable feature is the great volcano of Mount Erebus,

12,400 feet high, the flames of which rise to a consid-

erable height above its crater, and throw a weird light

over these desolate regions. Farther east is Mount Ter-

ror, another volcano, nearly 11,000 feet high. Both are

named from the exploring ships, Erebus and Terror.

West of these is the south magnetic pole.

The other principal tracts are : Adelia and Sabrina

Lands, south of Australia ; farther west, Enderby and

Kemp Lairds, south of Madagascar ; and Graham Land,

600 miles south of Cape Horn. Round the coast of

Graham Land are numerous islands— the South Shetland,

South Orkney, South Georgian Islands, and others. Be-

sides these, are a number of small islands, lying much

farther north, of the same cold, barren, and desolate

character. They are chiefly volcanic in formation. Their

shores are frequented by the albatross and vast numbers

of penguins; seals and whales abound in the neighbor-

ing seas. The more notable of these smaller islands are

:

Tristan d'Acunha, Prince Edward, Marion, CrozeVs, Ker-

guden, Amsterdam, St. Paul's, and Macquarie.

THE END.
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or plains, except in the east, which is very elevated.

The rivers Sh' and Amu or Oxus flow westward into the

Sea of Aral, an inland salt lake about the size of Lake

Superior, but very shallow, and decreasing in area.

The extremes of heat and cold are great, and the only

fertile parts of the country are those along the courses of

the rivers. The most fertile districts are Bokhara and

Khiva on the Amu, where rice, silk, and cotton are pro-

duced • and Merv in the Turkoman country.

Turkistan forms part of ancient Scythia. In the north,

round Lake Aral, the inhabitants are of the Kirghis tribe,

and are wandering and nomadic. The country is divided

into a number of petty independent States, the principal

of which are the Khanates of Khiva and Bokhara. The
dominant people in these two khanates are the L^sbegs,

an active and intelligent race : the governments are des-

potic, and the religion is Mohammedan. The trade is

chiefly carried on by caravans with Russia, China, and

Persia.

Bokhara (100,000) is the centre of the caravan trade,

and manufactures cottons and silks. Khiva, _& place of

three or four thousand mud-built houses, is the great

slave market of Turkistan. Men- is an ancient town in

an oasis formed by the Murghab.

RUSSIA IN ASIA.
Area, 6,210,000 square miles : nearly twice the size of the Dominion of

Canada ; population, 12,860,000 ; rather more than two persons to

the square mile.

Russia in Asia is bounded on the north by the Arctic

Ocean ; on the west by the Ural Mountains and Ural

River ; on the south by Turkey, Persia, Independent

Turkistan, and the Chinese Empire ; and on the east by

the Pacific Ocean.

It is divided into Siberia, Trans-Caucasia south of the

Caucasus Mountains, the Trans-Caspian district, lying on

the east of the Caspian Sea, and Central Asia or Rus-

sian Turkistan, lying east of the Sea of Aral, between Si-

beria and Independent Turkistan. Owing to the severity

of the climate, by far the larger portion is but thinly

peopled.

The north of Siberia consists of vast, frozen, treeless

steppes, or tundras, but in the south it is mountainous,

and covered with forests. The slope of the country is

northwards. In the south are the Caucasus Monntnins,

between the Black and Caspian Seas ; and the Altai

Mountains, extending from Turkistan in a north-easterly

direction, and continued to the Pacific under the names
ot_the Yahlonoi and Stanovoi Mountains. The rivers are

large, but slow, owing to the level nature of the country,

and all flow north into the Arctic Ocean. They are unfit

for navigation, as in the lower part of their courses they

are continually covered with ice. The principal are the

Ohi, Yenisei, and Lena. The principal lakes are : Aral.

Bdlkash, and Baika^, all in the south. The peninsula ef

Knmschatku extends from the north-east into the Pacific,

and encloses the Sea of Okhotsk. In the Arctic Ocean

are the Liakhov Islands, which are uninhabited, but con-

tain remarkable fossil remains of elephants. The island

of Sa(jhali?n belongs also to Russia.

The climate is intensely cold, becoming more so

towards the east. East of the Lena is the coldest inhab-

ited region in the world, being more so than any part of

the American continent.

The country derives its importance from its valuable

mines of gold, silver, platinum, copper, and iron, which

are found in the L^'ral and Altai Mountains, and from its

trade in furs. Tlie mines are under Government con-

trol, and are worked by political exiles and criminals.

Fur-bearing animals abound—such as the ermine, sable,

beaver, marten, and others. Bears, wolves, wild boars,

and the argali, or wild sheep, are numerous. The in-

habitants are chiefly of Tatar origin in the south, and

Samoieds, resembling the Eskimos, in the north ; the

Kirghis tribes roam over the country north of the Sea of

Aral ; the people of Kamschatka are of short stature,

and use the dog for drawing their sledges. The towns

are principally inhabited by European Russians, who
carry on the trade of the country. Political and other

criminals are banished from Russia in Europe to Siberia.

Siberia is divided into Western and Eastern.

In Western Siberia, Tobohk (20,000) is the chief town

and centre of commerce. It is situated at the junction^^

of the Tobol and Irtish, tributaries of the Obi. Omsk

(26,000) and Tomsk (23,000) are capitals of provinces of

the same names, and considerable towns. Ekaterinburg

has valuable mines.

In Eastern Siberia, Irkutsk (27,000), on Lake Baikal, is

the capital, and Kiakta the chief station on the route

between Russia and China. Nertchinsk, on the Amoor,

has valuable mines. Yakutsk, on the Lena, and Okotsk,

on the river of the same name, are considerable towns.

PetrojMulocski is a port in Kamschatka, and Vla(li'''0'

stock is an important fortified naval station on the Sea of

Japan.

The Trans-Caucasian provinces consist of the districts

lying to the south of the Caucasus Mountains, between

the Black and Caspian Seas. The Circassians inhabit the

Caucasus Mountains, and were continually at war with

Russia for their liberty, until they were finally con-

quered in 1864. They are generally Mohammedans,

while the Georgians belong to the Greek Church.

South of the Caucasus are Tiflis (10,400), on the Kur,

the capital ; Erican, on a branch of the Aras ; Baku, on

the Caspian Sea ; Batouni, an important fortified port

on the Black Sea ; and Ivtrs, a famous stronghold taken

from the Turks in the war of 1877-8.



JAPAN.
Area. 147,670 square miles

; one-fifth less than Ontario in size
;
population, 36,357,000

;
persons to a square mile, 246.

The Empire of Japan consists of the Islands of Tezo

(or Jesso), Hondo or Niphon, Shikoku (also written Sikok

^nd Sikopf), and Kiusiu, with, nnmerous small islands,

dependencies of the larger ones. The Kurile, Loo-c7ioo,

and Bonin Islands belong also to Japan.

The Japan Islands are separated from Corea and Man-
churia by Corea Strait and the Sea of Japan. The main
islands are traversed by lofty mountains, rising to the

height of 12,000 feet, and covered with perpetual snow.

Some of them are volcanoes.

Yesso and the northern islands are cold, and not very

productive ; but in the southern islands the land is very

carefully cultivated, and produces rice, tea, cotton, and
silk. As in China, the country is densely peopled ; and
even every mountain is cultivated as far as possible, in

order to supply the wants of the large population. The
Japanese are famous for their japanned and lacquered

wares
;
porcelain and silk are also extensively manufac-

tured. Gold, silver, copper, and tin are found in con-

siderable quantities.

Like the Chinese, the Japanese are highly civilized,

and have made great progress in manufactures and sci-

ences. They were very exclusive, and up to 1854 only

a few Chinese and two Dutch vessels were allowed an-

nually to trade at Nagasaki. Since then, the Americans
in 1854, and the British in 1858, concluded treaties with

them, by which several other ports were opened for

foreign trade. Within the last few years, no country in

the world has made such rapid progress as Japan. Rail-

ways and steamships have been built, education has been

greatly.,^fieomaged, a,nd European institutions generally

adopted. ""
;:>

The government is a despotism, and consisted formerly

of two sovereigns—a spiritual emperor, called the Dairi,

or Mikado, who was looked upon as semi-divine, was in-

visible to the people, and who resided at Miako ; and
the executive chief, or Sho-goon, called by the Cliinese

the Tycoon, who resided at Yedo, both in the island of

Isiphon. The nobles, or Daimios, were very powerful,

and almost independent princes. In 1868, after six

months' war, this divided sovereignty was terminated,

and the Mikado now reigns supreme.

Tokio, formerly called Tedo (900,000), is the largest

town and capital. Kioto or Miako (225,000), the sacred

capital, where dwells the Mikado, is the principal manu-
facturing and commercial town in Hondo. Matsmai is

the chief town of Yezo. Yokohama, Simoda, and Kana-
gawa, in Hondo, Nagasaki in Kiusiu, and Hakodadi in

Yezo, are the principal ports now open to foreigners.

Komamotou (300,000) is the second city in population ;

and Osaka (270,000), Eagosima (300,000), and Magoya

(125,000) are important cities.
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EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is the area of Africa? Extent? Popula-

tion? What is the form of Africa? How is it

bounded ? How may it be divided ? What is said

of Africa? Of the mountains? Describe the

principal mountains. Where are they situated t

Name the principal rivers of Africa. Describe the

course of the Nile and recent discoveries connected

with it. Name the principal lakes of Africa.

Name the principal bays, gulfs, &c. Name the

principal straits. Name the principal capes.

Describe the climate of Africa. The Desert of

Sahara. What is said of the winds from the

desert ? Of the climate in the north ? In the

south? In Cape Colony? Describe the soil and
vegetation. The animals, &c. The inhabitants.

The trade and exports of the country. What is

the area of Egypt ? Population? Size? Capital?

How is Egypt bounded ? What is said of the Nile?

Describe the climate. Soil and products. What
has been done by the Pacha ? What is said of the

government? Of the people? Of the religion?

Describe the Isthmus of Suez. How is it traversed?

For what is Egypt interesting? Describe the chief

cities and places. What is the area of the British

possessions? Population? Size? How are they

situated? What is said of the country? Of the

people? Of the climate and productions? De-
scribe Cape Colony. How is it bounded? Describe

its chief towns. Describe Natal and its chief

towns. How is it bounded? Describe British

Caffraria. Describe the Dutch republics. WTiat

countries are to the west of them? What is the

size of Madagascar? Population? How is it

situated? Describe it. Describe the climate.

Soil and products. Minerals. Government.

What is said of converts to Christianity? Describe

the chief towns. Point them out on the map.

Describe Ascension. St Helena. Mauritius.

Where are they situated? What other islands

belong to Britain? Describe their position. De-
scribe the islands belonging to France. Where are

they situated ? Describe the Portuguese islands.

Where are they situated? Describe the Spanish

islands. Where are thej' situated? Describe

Socotia. How is it ^tuated ?

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.

What ocean is on the west of Africa? What ocean on the east?

How is Africa separated from Europe? From Asia? What is the

southern point of Africa called? What is the most westerly point

»lled? What is the most easterly point called? What large island is

off the east coast? How is it separated from Africa? In what zone is

the greater part of Africa? What countries or states are on the

Mediterranean? On the Atlantic? On the Indian Ocean? On the

Red Sea? Around Lake Chad ? Which is the principal river of Africa ?

Where does it flow? What rivers flow into the Atlantic? What river

into the Indian Ocean? What lakes are in the interior? How is

Morocco separated from the Great Desert? How from Spain? What
point is opposite Gibraltar? What country adjoins Morocc j on the east?

What islands are to the east of Morocco? Where is Morocco situated?

Where Fez? Where Tangier? In what zone are the French possessions

on the north coast of Africa ? Cape Colony ? What sea is on the north

of Egypt ? What on the east of Egypt, Nubia, and Abyssinia? How is

this sea connected wi'h the Indian Ocean? How is Egypt joined to

Asia? What countries of Asia does it adjoin? Name the principal

cities on the Nile in Egypt. In Nubia. What seaport is in Nubia?

What city of Arabia is opposite to it ? What seaport is in Abyssinia ?

What lake is in the centre of Africa ? What rivers are in the west of

Africa? Into what ocean do they flow? What mountains are in the

west? What ocean washes the eastern shores of Africa? What large

river flows into it? What large lakes are in the interior? What great

river flows from them ? What is the most easterly point of Africa called ?

What large island is to the east of Africa? How is it separated from

Africa? What islands lie to the east of it? What islands lie to the

north-east of it ? What islands are to the north-west of Africa ? How is

Socotra situated? Ascension? Cape Verde Islands? What celebrated

gulfs north of Tripoli?



FUNCHAL, ISLAND OF MADEIKA.

AFRICA.
Area, 11,515,000 square miles, comprising about one-fifth part of the land surface of the globe

;
greatest length from north

to south, 5,000 miles, and from east to west, 4,(i00 miles
;
population, estimated at about 205,000,000.

Africa is a vast compact peninsula of a triangular

form, almost entirely surrounded by water, and con-

nected only with Asia by the Isthmus of Suez.

It is bounded on the north by the Mediterranean Sea;

on the west by the Atlantic Ocean ; on the south by the

Southern Ocean ; and on the east by the Indian Ocean

and the Red Sea.

It may be divided into :

Korthem Africa, or the Barbary States, comprising

Marocco, Algeria, Tunis, Tripoli, and Barca.

The Nile Eegion, comprising Egypt, Nubia, and Abys-

sinia.

The Sahara.

Central Africa, or Soudan.

Equatorial Africa, or the Great Central Lake region.

Western Africa.

Southern Afi-ica, including Cape Colony, Xatal, etc.

Eastern Africa.

Less is known of Africa than of any other of the great

divisions of the earth ; but as many enterprising travel-

lers, such as Livingstone, Barth, Burton, Grant, Speke,

Baker, Stanley, Cameron, and others, have lately made it

the sub-ect .of their explorations, our knowledge of the

country is rapidly extending.

The mountains of Africa generally occur, as far as is

known, in detached ranges Lut a short distance from the

sea-coast, which also extend inland, aud partially enclose

a vast elevated plain in the interior, much of which,

especially in the northern parts, is desert, and unfit for

cultivation or habitation, while the equatorial region is

well watered and fertile.

The AUas Mountains, in the Barbary States, extend

eastward from the Atlantic parallel to the Mediterranean

Sea, rising to their greatest height in Marocco, over

11,000 feet ; and smaller ranges extend from them
nearly to the borders of Egypt, but do not rise higher

than 3,000 feet. The mountains of Abyssinia, in the

east, rise in irregular groups from a high table-land, some
of them reaching nearly 16,000 feet in height. Theyare
more abrupt to the south than to the north. Parallel to

the Gulf of Guinea, and about 150 miles inland, rise the

Koncj Mountains, and farther south, on the shores of the

Bight of Biafra, are the Cameroons, reaching 18,700 feet.

The Nieuiceld Mountains and some other smaller chains

extend from east to west across the central part of Cape

Colony, rising in Compass Berg 10,000 feet high. On
the east coast of Africa are several chains of mountains,

some of which rise to a great height, but are yet little

known. Mounts Kilmandjaro 20,065 feet) and Kenia,

(18,000 feet) are a little south of the equator. Owing to

the general proximity of the mountains to the coast, the

rivers are not as numerous, nor, with few exceptions,

as important as in the other great continents. The prin-

cipal is the JVile, which has two sources—the Blue Nile,

rising in Abyssinia, and the White Nile, the sources of
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re-hicli are not yet absolutely ascertained, but the river is

it least 4,000 miles long, and receives several tributaries,

3ut none lower than 1,200 miles from its moutb. Next

n importance is tbe Conrjo (an immense river, o,oOO miles

OHL'. rising in tbe lake region soutb of tbe equator, and

Sowiiicr, after a very circuitous course, into tbe Soutb At-

aiitie, and second only to tbe Amazon in tbe volume of

ts waters). Tbe Kiger, or Quorra, rises on tbe nortb

iide of tbe Kong Mountains, receives a large tributary,

be Benne, and flows round tbe eastern end of tbat range

nto tbe Giilf of Guiuea. Tbe Senegal flows into tbe

K'ortb Atlantic Ocean ; and tbe Orange, or Gariep, into

tbe Soutb Atlantic ; and tbe Zaihuesi into tbe Mozam-

bique Cbannel.

The pi'iucipal lake.s of Africa, as far as are j^et known,

are : Lemhea, in Abyssinia ; Tchwl, in the interior ; Al-

bert and Victoria Kyanzas, under tbe equator ; and Tan-

ganyika, Leopold, east of Tanganyika, Bangiceoh, on the

shore of which Livingstone died, JVyassi, and Sliirim,

with JS'fianti, farther soutb. Most of these have been

recently discovered, and are hut imperfectly known.

Tbe coast-line of Africa is very even and unbroken,

with but few indentations.

The Principal Bays, Gulfs, etc., are :

On thenorth, the G!<?/5io//S(d/'a
I

On the south, Table Bay and
and CaheH. Algoa Bay.
On the -vre^. the Gulfof Guinen, On the east, Sofala Bay, Gulf

including the Bights of Benin and i ofAden, and the lied Sea.

BUifra.
I

The Principal Straits are :

Gibraltar, between Marocco and land : Strait of Babelmandeb, be-

Spain : ifozambique Channel, be- tween Ab3's.sinia and Arabia,
tween Madagascar and the iiiain-

The Principal Capes are

:

Onthenorth, Iion,Blanco. Ceuta.
\

On the east, CorriertMii, Del-

On the west. Blanco. Verde, Pal-
\

gado, and Guardafui ; and Capea
mas. Lopez, an^i Ftio. Amber and St. Mary, the north
On the south, Good Hope and i and soutb points of Madagascar.

Agulhaa.
\

The climate of Africa is in general hot and dry, more

than three-fourths of tbe continent being within tbe

tropics. Towards tbe middle and south. the seasons are

alternately dry and wet, as in other tropical countries

;

but in the vast sandy deserts no rain ever falls. The
Sahara extends from the Atlantic Ocean to Egypt, and
occupies an area greater than that of the Dominion of

Canada. It is not, as commonly supposed, a sandy

desert, but a vast plain, having a mean elevation of about

1,-500 feet, and diversified with mountain chains as high

as from 6,500 to 8,200 feet, whose tops are covered with

snow and ice for several months in the year. Tlie sandy

desert portions do not occupy more than one-fifth of its

entire area of 3,700,000 square miles. Its total popula-

tion is e.stimated at 8,000,000 ; and there are many towns

of from .5,000 to 10,000 people. Along the shore of the

Mediterranean the climate and productions resemble

those of Southern Europe ; but in tbe interior it becomes

hotter, and the products vary. Soutb of the Saliara,

both on the coast and the great central lake region, vege

tation is rank, and tbe climate in general most unhealtliy

for Europeans. Cape Colony, being within the snuthetJi

temperate zone, is cooler and more healthy, ibt; soil oc

Africa along the courses of the rivers is fertile, produ-

cing trees of great size, many of them indigenous to the

country, and many valuable plants. There are tbe shea,

or butter-tree, baobab, or monkej'-bread tree (a gigantic

tree sometimes thirty feet in diameter), oil- palm, and
other trees. Cotton, indigo, maize, rice, and yams grow
in abundance ; south of Abyssinia is tbe native country

of the coffee plant.

Africa possesses a large number and variety of wild ani-

mals, such as the lion, leopard, hyena, giraffe, elephant,

hippopotamus, rhinoceros, crocodile, monkey, etc., be-

sides a great variety of antelopes.

The inhabitants of Africa consist of different races,

varying in complexion from the tawny Moor to the black-

est negro. Tbe negroes are the most numerous, consti-

tuting almost the entire population soutb of the Sahara,

In tbe Barbary States tbe Moors belong to the Caucasian

race, while the Egyptians in the Xile region are, by some

ethnologists, thought to be akin to the natives of Aus-

tralia, and tbe Dravidian races of Southern India. In

tbe south are also the Hottentots, a stunted, degraded

race. The inhabitants in the north, and as far soutb as 5'

north latitude, are chiefly' Mohammedans ; and, except

where settlements of Europeans have been made, the rest

are chiefly f)agans or heathens.

The trade and products of the country are trifling,

owing to tbe ignorance and generally degraded state of

the inhabitants. The Barbary States export grain and

leather ; Egypt exports cotton and grain ; and tbe west

and soutb yield palm oil, ivory, and a little gold dust.

On the south-west and east coasts the inhuman trade in

slaves is still carried on to some extent, notwithstanding

the vigilant efforts of the British to put it down.

NORTHERN, or BARBARY STATES.
MAROCCO.

Area, 313.050 square miles : one hali Inrger than Quebec; population,

about r).140.0'JO.

The Empire of Marocco occupies the north-western

corner of Africa, between tbe Sahara, the Atlantic Ocean,

Mediterranean Sea, and Algeria. It is tbe most impor-

tant of the Barbary States in power and population.

These States were celebrated in ancient history under tbe

name of Mauritania, but have now been long sunk under

tyranny and oppression. Their power has declined, and

their naval force, long used for piratical purposes, has

been destroyed by tbe British and other European Pow-

ers since the beginning of the present century.
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The Atlas Mountains traverse the country in a di-

rection nearly jjarallel to the coast. Thev attain tlieir

greatest lieight in Marocco, and several of their peaks

are covered with snow. Mount Miltsin, near the city of

Marocco, is 11,400 feet high. In the mountains are many
beautiful and fertile valleys, and between them and the

coast grain grows abundantly', as well as olives, grapes,

dates, cotton, and tobacco. _ Beyond the mountains all

the country is barren and desolate, covered for some dis-

tance with coarse grass, which gradually disappears in

the sand. The ridges of the Atlas Mountains yield silver,

copper, iron, and antimony. The climate is in general

warm, but healthy, resembling the south of Europe.

The people are chiefly Moors and Berbers, professing

Mohammedanism. Jews are numerous in the seajDorts.

The government is an absolute monarchy, the Sultan

having unlimited power over his subjects so far as it ex-

tends, but the larger part of the country is virtually ruled

by independent Berber mountain chiefs.

Spain possesses four ports on the north coast, the i:)rin-

cipal of which is'Ceutn, opposite Gibraltar.

Morocco (60,000), situated in a fertile plain, was for-

merly the capital ; Mequinez (50,000) is an imperial resi-

dence ; Fez (80,000), the present capital, celebrated under

the ancient Saracen monarchy, is a holy city, and con-

tains 100 mosques. Mo(j.t'\ir s.\\A Tiuifper are smair sea-

ports ; Tafilet is situated in a fertile district in the interior.

ALGERIA.
Area, 258,000 square miles : one-fourth more than Ontario in size

;
popu-

lation, about .3,400,000.

Algeria lies to the east of Marocco, along the shore of

the Mediterranean Sea. It has been in the possession of

the French since 1830, but reqviires a large army to keep

it in subjection. The total European population is about

350,000, nearly one-half being French ; but great efforts

have been made within the last few years to colonize it

more extensively.

It is divided by the French into three provinces : Al-

{jiers, Constnntine, and Onm.
It is traversed by the continuation of the Atlas Moun-

tains, the northern slope of which is very fertile. Be-

tween them and the coast is a narrow strip of rich land,

called the "Tell," or grain country, where large quanti-

ties of wheat are grown for export. In the south, in soil

and climate, it resembles Marocco, and the chief occupa-

tion of the inhabitants is pasturage. Esparto grass is

largely exported for paper-making.

Ahjiers (60,000), on the Mediterranean, the capital, is

strongly fortified, and was long a formidable nest of

pirates. It was bombarded and taken by the British

under Lord Exmouth in 1816. Constantine, Oran, and
Bonit are also considerable towns.

TUNIS.
Area, 44,920 square miles; a little larger than Newfoundland ; popula-

tion, about 2,100,000.

Tunis is situated to the east of Algeria. It was for-

merly governed by an hereditary Bey, and tributary to

Tiarkey ; but in 1881-2 it was annexed to France. It is

the most important of the Barbary States, and in ancient

times was one of the granaries of the Roman Empire.

In climate, soil, and productions it resembles Algeria.

Caravans from the interior visit it regularly with ivory,

gold dust, etc.

Turn's (125,000) is an important commercial city on the

Lake of Tunis, which is connected with the Mediterra-

nean. Thirty thousand of the inhabitants are Jews.

About ten miles to the north-east are the ruins of ancient

Carthage, the once formidable rival of Rome. Kairiran,

about seventy miles south of Tunis, the centre of the

inland trade, is the holv city of Tunis.

TRIPOLI, BAROA, and FEZZAN.
Area, 400,000 square miles ; about twice the size of Quebec

;
population,

about 1,010,000.

Tripoli lies to the south-east of Tunis, along the shore

of the Mediterranean, between the Gulfs of Sidra and

Cabes. Barca lies between it and Egypt, and Fezzan be-

tween it and the Sahara. The three together constitute

the vilayet of Tripoli, a province of the Ottoman Empire.

Tripoli (about 25,000), the capital, is regularly visited

by the caravans from the interior. There are two great

relates—one by Ghadamis, 200 miles to the south-west:

and the other by Movrzook, 500 miles to the south. Ben-

gazi (22,000) is the second town in importance.

NILE REGION.

Tlie Nile Region comprises Egypt, Nubia, Kordofan,

Darfur, Abyssinia, and a number of petty States round

the sources and along the upper jiart of the White Xile.

It is over 2,000 miles in length, with a varying breadth

of from 150 to 600 miles. The Xile Proper is formed in

Nubia, by the junction of the Wfiite and Blue Kites. It

is of the greatest importance to the country, as its annual

inundations, caused by the tropical rains at its sources,

render the surrounding land luxuriantly fertile. On ac-

count of the great drought in Lower Egj'pt, these inun-

dations are looked forward to by the inliabitants with

great anxiety ; and defect or excess are alike disastrous.

Above the southern frontier of Egypt, the high ' inks of

the river prevent its overflowing. As it does n^t receive

a single afiiuent in the last 1,200 miles of its course its

volume gradually decreases, from evaporation and the

quantity oi' water drawn off for irrig.ition.
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EG-yPT.
Area, 361,125 square miles ; nearly twice the size of Quebec

;
population, 5,584,000 ; or, including Nubia, Kordofan, Darfur,

and the countries on the Red Sea and the White Nile, nominally subject to the Khedive, an area of 1,153,300 square miles,

and a population of about 16,400,000.

Egypt Proper is bounded on the nortli by the Medi-

terranean Sea ; on the west by Barca and the Sahara ; on

the south by Nubia ; on the east by the Red Sea and

Isthmus of Suez.

The great feature of Egypt is the Nile. Its course is

through a long narrow valley enclosed by hills on each

Bide, beyond which are sandy deserts. About 100 miles

from the Mediterranean, it divides into two branches,

forming a delta or triangle, each side of which is from

100 to 150 miles in length.

The climate is the driest in the world, rain seldom

falling, and in summer the heat is excessive. The soil

is very fertile where it is overflowed by the Nile, pro-

ducing wheat, rice, cotton, barley, and sugar-cane in

great abundance. Great efforts have lately been made
by the Khedive to improve agriculture and manufactures,

but hitherto without much success.

The country is governed by an hereditary Pacha or

Khedive, nominally tributary to Turkey. The inhabi-

tants are composed of native Egyptians (called Copts),

Turks, Arabs, and a few Europeans, and were formerly

much oppressed by their rulers. The prevailing religion

is the Mohammedan.
The Isthmus of Suez, connecting Egypt with Asia, is

on the great overland route between Britain and India.

It is a sandy tract about 100 miles wide, with several

depressions, forming shallow lakes of brackish water.

French engineers have succeeded in constructing a canal

to connect the two seas. A railway extends from Alex-

andria to Cairo, 131 miles, and from Cairo to Ismailia, an

the Suez Canal, 91 miles.

Egypt is one of the most interesting countries in the

world, from its connection with sacred history, and from

its early civilization. Its pyramids, temples, and obelisks,

with their hieroglyphics, which, owing to the extreme

dryness of the climate, are admirably preserved, render it

a favorite resort of travellers from all parts of the world.

Cairo (327,000), the capital, situated on the Nile, about

five miles above the head of the Delta, is the large.st city

in Africa. It is poorly built, but its numerous and ele-

gant mosques give it a fine appearance. Close to the city

are the celebrated pyramids. Alexandria (160,000), on

the coast, is an ancient city, originally founded by Alex-

ander the Great, through which all the trade with Europe

passes. Near it are Pompey's Pillar and Cleopatra's

Needle. Here Euclid taught, 320 years before the birth

of Christ. Here, also, Abercromby fell in 1801 ; and at

Aboukir, 15 miles to the east, Nelson gained the famous

battle of the Nile, in 1798. Alexandria was bombarded

by the British fleet in 1882 and its forts almost completely

destroyed. Rosetta and Damictta are considerable towns

to the east of Alexandria. Siout, Kenneh, Esneli, and

Assouan, in Upper Egypt, are principally trading-stations

for the caravans. South of Kenneh are the ruins of

TJiehcs, the ancient capital of Egypt, and the temples of

Karnac, Luxor, and Dendereh. In the oasis of Siwah,

320 miles west of Cairo, are the ruins of the temple of

Jupiter Ammon.
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NUBIA.
Area, 336,000 square miles ; nearly twice the size of Quebec

;
population,

ab'jut 1,000,000.

Nubia lies to the south of Egj-pt, between it and Abys-

sinia, and extends from the Sahara to the Red Sea.

The norfliern part resembles Egypt, being very dry,

with only a narrow strip on each side of the Nile fit for

ciiltivation. In the south, where the tropical rains fall,

it is more fertile, and wild animals abound. It was con-

quered by Egypt in 1821-22.

Khartoum (40,000), at the confluence of the two

branches of the Nile, is the capital. Sennaar, the for-

mer capital, from which the caravan route lies westward

through the Desert to Darfour and the east of Lake

Tchad, was destroyed by the Egyjitians. Ipsambul is

noted for its temples, which are cut out of the solid rock.

Ei Ordeh, or J}iew Dongola, is a considerable town on the

Nile, and Masso\rah is the principal port on the Red Sea.

At Soiuikiii Mohammedan pilgrims usually embark for

Mecca.

EGYPTIAN SOUDAN AND THE RED SEA
DISTRICT.

Egyptian Soudan includes Kordopax, Darfour.
and the country along the Nile as far south as lake Yic-

torui Xijama. Kordofan was conquered by Egypt in

*1821-22, the Nile countries in 1869-72, and Darfour in

1875. The principal towns are El ObeiJ, the capital of

Kordofan ; Faslier, the capital of Darfour ; and Lado,

the chief seat of the Egyptian government of the Upper
Nile region.

The Red Sea District lies between Abyssinia and the

Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, and includes the districts of

Danakil, or Afar, Adal, and Harar, with part of the So-

mali country. This region was occupied by the Egyp-

tians in 1872-75. The principal towns are Zeila and
Berherah, ports on tlie Gulf of Aden ; and Harar, an
important trade-centre about 200 miles south-west of

Berberah.

The population of Egyptian Soudan, the Upper Nile

region, and the Red Sea Districts, is about 10,000,000.

ABYSSINIA.
Area, about 130,000 square milei5 ; about two-thirds the size of the

province of Quebec
;

population, 3,000,000.

Abyssinia lies between Egyptian Soudan and the

Egyptian Red Sea Districts of Afar, Adal, and Harar. It

is a mountainous country, sloping towards the north.

Like Nubia, it is subject to the tropical rains, but from

its great elevation it possesses almost every variety of

climate and productions.

The Blue Nile rises in the mountains, and takes its

oame from the color of its mud. The most fertile part

of the country is on the shores of Lake Demhca, a large

inland lake.

The country is divided into a number of pett\- inde-

pendent States, the principal of which are : Tigre in the

north, A mhara in the centre, and Hhoa in the south. The
people are an ignorant and savage race, professing a form
of Christianity analogous to the Greek, but intermingled

with many Jewish rttes and pagan superstitions.

Abyssinia was brought into notice by the British ex-

pedition of 1867-08 for the release of a few British sub-

jects imprisoned bj' King Theodore, at which time Mar;-

dala, Theodore's capital, was destroyed, the king liimself

slain, and the kingdom broken up. Aiitnh, the old

capital, is half-way between Magdala and the coast.

None of tlie towns contain 10,000 inhabitants. Oondar
is the capital of Amhara, Adotra of Tigre, and Ankobar
(situated 8,000 feet above tlie sea! of Shoa.

CENTRAL AFRICA.

SOUDAN, or NIGRITIA.
Area, excluding Darfcnir and Kordofan. about 680,000 i=quare milee;

population, about .*?2,n00.0n0.

That part of the continent of Africa lying to the south

of the Sahara, and north of the Gulf of Guinea, and ex-

tending eastward to the White Nile, is called Soudan, or

Nigritia, the country of the blacks. It is composed of a

number of independent States, but little is yet known

of their extent or population.

The principal States known are : Kaarta, on the L^pper

Senegal ; Borfjou and Gando, on the Lower Niger ; Bim-
barra, ATas/'na, and (So?/ ^'/irty, on the Upper Niger ; Hausa,

Bornu, and Fumbina, or Adamaica, between the Niger

and Lake Tchad ; and Kanem, Baf/hin/ti, Waday, Dar*

four, and Kordofan, between Lake Tchad and Abyssinia.

The last two named States belong to Egypt, to which

Waday is also tributary.

The Niger is the principal river of the country. It

rises to the north of the Kong Mountains, and, after a

circuitous course, falls into the Gulf of Guinea. It re-

ceives, on the east bank, the Chadda, a large river rising

south of Lake Tchad. Lake Tchad is nearly twice the

size of Lake Erie. It is shallow, studded with islands,

and receives several rivers. A number of towns of con-

siderable size are situated on its shores.

The countries on the upper part of the iV'/V,*/- and on

the Sene(i(d (a river flowing into the Atlantic, and form-

ing the northern boundary of Senegambia) have a luxu-

riant vegetation and are densely peopled : wherever there

is water the soil is fertile, and the people numerous.

The inhabitants are chiefly negroes. Trade with the

Barbary States and countries of the Nile is carried on

by caravans of camels, wliich are conducted across the

Sahara by Arabs. The trade is chiefly in slaves, cotton.
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grain, indigo, ivory, and gold dust. Timhuetoo (20,000; is

the most important town on tlie caravan route between

Guinea, Senegambia, and Barbary. Sokoto (85,000), in

llausa, Bida (85,000), on the Niger, and Serjo, in Bam-

barra, are great trading-places.

Soutli of Egyptian Soudan and Abyssinia, i;uder the

equator, are high table-lauds, or mountain ranges, con-

taining a lake about as large as Lake Michigan, which has

been called Victoria Kyanza, and another, the Albert Ky-
anza, in which lakes the White Xile takes its rise. South

of this is another lake, Tanganyika, 420 miles long, and

from 15 to 60 miles broad. Still farther south are Lakes

Bangiceolo, JS'yassa, Moero, and Shinca.

WESTERN AFRICA.

SENEGAMBIA.
Senegambia comprises the country watered by the

Senegal, Gambia, and Rio Grande, which flow westward

from tin; Kong Mountains.

The climate is hot, and very unhealthy for Europeans.

The Harmattan, a scorching sandy wind, blows at inter-

vals from the Desert. The soil is fertile, and on the

banks of the rivers vegetation js rank and luxuriant.

Palms, baobab, or monkey, bread-fi-uit, caoutchouc, and

other tropical trees and plants, abound. The Seneg<d

and Gambia are navigable into the interior.

The British possess Bathurst, and other forts on the

Gambia; the French, Goree, with St. Louis and other

forts on the Senegal ; and the Portuguese, Bissagos, and

other forts near the mouth of the Rio Grande.

UPPER GUINEA.
Upper Guinea lies to the south-east of Senegambia,

between the Kong Mountains and the northern shore of

the Gulf of Guinea.

In climate, soil, and productions it resembles Sene-

gambia. It comprises Sierra, Leone, Liberia, Ashantee,

Grain Coast, Imry Coast, Gold Coast, Slave Coast, Daho-

tney, Benin, and Calabar. The exports are indigo, ivory,

palm oil, and pepper.

Sierra Leone is a British settlement, founded in 1T80

as a station for the suppression of the slave trade, which

was largely carried on between the native chiefs of

Guinea and the Portuguese and others. This trade is

now much reduced, owing to the vigilance of the British

war vessels. Freetown is the capital.

Liberia was originally founded by the United States

for emancipated slaves. It was formed into an indepen-

dent republic in 1847. Monroiia is the capital.

The British possess most of the Gold Coast, and have

five settlements, of which Cape Coast Castle is the chief.

Ashantee is an imjiortant native State, of which the

capital is Cooviassie.

LOWER GUINEA.
Lower Guinea extends from the Bight of Biafra to

more than 1,000 miles south of the equator.

It comprises Biafra, Loanrjo, Congo, Angola, and Berv'

guela. The last two countries belong to Portugal. ' The
country is well watered, and resembles Upper Guinea in

its climate and productions. The Cameroon ^fountains

are immediately norti of the eqviator, on the shores of

the Bight of Biafra, and rise to the height of 13,760 feet

above the sea. Here the lion, leopard, elephant, and

hippopotamus abound. This region is also the home of

the gorilla, the monkey, and of numerous birds of bril-

liant plumage.

SOUTHERN AFRICA.
Southern Africa comprises the British possessions of

Cape Colony (including Cape Colony Proper, British Kaf-^

fraria, Basiito Land, Transkci TeiTitory, and Chiqiia-

land West) and the colony of Natal ; the Transvaal and

Orange Republics; Zululand and the countries of the

Hottentots, Bcchuanas, Namaquas, and Damaras.

In the south and east it is mountainous ; in the

north and west are vast level plateaus, almost destitute

of water. Three parallel ranges of mountains extend iu

a north-easterly direction, rising one above the other from

the south upwards ; the first being from 20 to 60 miles*

from the coast. The most northerly is that of the Nieu-

ireld Mountains, whose summits are generally covered

with snow. Mount Compass rises to the height of over

10,250 feet. The Orange, or Gariep, is the principal

river, rising in the Drakenberg Mountains west of Natal,

and flowing through level plains into the Atlantic 450

miles from the Cape of Good Hope.- It receives a num-
ber of small tributary streams.

1

BRITISH POSSESSIONS.

Area, 261,484 square miles ; larger than Quebec ;
population, 1,728,000.

The British Possessions form the southern extremity

of the African continent, and extend about 900 mile?

from east to west, and from 100 to 400 miles in breadth.

The country was originally colonized by the Dutch, but

since 1806 has been in the possession of the British.

About one-half of the population are Europeans, or their

descendants; consisting of British settlers and Dutch

boers, or farmers. The remainder are Hottentots, a most

degraded race ; and in the east, Kaffirs.

The climate is dry, and not unhealthy. European

grains and fruits have been successfully introduced.

Wine, wool, and hides are exported.

Cape Colony Proper comprises an area of 199,95t

square miles, or nearly as large as Quebec, and has a

population of about 811,000.
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Cape Tivrn (4"),0C0), on the south-west shore of Taljie

Bay, is the chief city and seat of the colonial Parliament.

Table Mountain, 3,oS0 feet high, rises south of the town,

and is so called from its flat summit. Vines are exten-

sively cultivated on its slopes. The otlier towns of impor-

tance are Oniharn^s Tow, 500 miles to the east of Cape

Town, Port Elizabeth (13,049), and Kimherly (18,590).

British Kaffraria, formerly a sej^arate colony, was in

ISO.") ffirniHil into a district of Cape Colony. It is sepa-

rated l)y tile Great Kei River from native Kaffraria. The
Kallirs are a fierce peojile, often at war with the British.

Natal was formed into a colony in 1845. It lies to the

north of Tritish Kaifraria. Coal and iron are abundant,

and cotton, indigo, and sugar are easily cultivated. The
population is about 305,000. Port Knful is the seaport,

and Pcdcriiumtzburg, 50 miles inland, the capital.

To the north of Cape Colony are the Dutch republics,

Tranamol and Orumje Free State. These are peopled

chiefly by natives and by Dutch boers, or farmers, who
Lave formed them into independent republics.

Between the Dutch repiiblics and the Atlantic is the

country of the Bechuanas, Namaquas, and" Damaras, an

inoffensive, pastoral people. The Zulus are a warlike

tribe of Kaffirs whose territorv lies north of Xatal.

EASTERN AFRICA.

The countries' on the eastern coast of Africa are still

little known, although opened up by recent enterprise.

Somali, between the Strait of Babelmandeb and Cape

Guardafui, is celebrated for its myrrh and spices, which

are exported through Arabia. Ajan is barren along the

coast, but fertile in the interior. Zanguebar is low and

marshy, and unhealthy towards the sea. To the west are

the ranges of mountains which enclose the table-lands of

Central Africa, with the peaks of Kiltioindjaro (20,065 feet)

and Kenin (18,000 feet). The Sultan of Zanzibar claims

sovereignty over the countries as far south as Cape Del-

gado. From there to Cape Delagoa, including Mozam-
bique and SoPALA, the Portuguese hold authority.

They formerly possessed the whole eastern coast, but have

been gradually driven away. Their principal posts are

Sena and Tete, on the Zambesi River.

ISLANDS OF AFRICA.
MADAGASCAR.

Area. 2'2S,5T0 square miles : rather larger than the province of Quebec

;

population, 3,000,000.

Madagascar is the largest of the African Islands, and

is separated from the east coast of Africa by the Mozam-

bique Channel.

Lofty mountains traverse it from north to south, ap-

proaching nearest to the eastern shore. The climate is

hot, and the soil fertile, producing rice and sugar abun<

dantly. Iron is found in the mountains. The gov-

ernment is despotic. Christianity, to which the natives

were formerly hostile, has now become the established

religion. Tananarvo (80,000), the capital, is situated on

a lofty table-land, near the centre of the island. Tama-
tate, on the east coast, is the principal seaport.

Socotra, in the Indian Ocean, about 120 miles east of

Cape Guardafui, is a large island belonging to the Sultan

of Keshin in Arabia, producing the finest aloes.

BRITISH ISLANDS.
Ascension, a small i.sland in the .Atlantic, is frequented

by ships as a place of call on the voj'age to the Cape. St.

Helena, 850 miles south-east of Ascension, is famous as

the place of exile of Napoleon Bonaparte, where he died

in 1821. Mauritius (300,000), a considerable island, for-

merly called the Isle of France, is 480 miles to the east of

Madagascar. Port Louis (06,000) is the capital and seaport

Roclriyucz, east of Mauritius, the Seychelles and Amirante

Islands, north-east of Madagascar, and the Chagres group,

farther east, are dependencies of Mauritius, and are of

little importance.

FRENCH ISLANDS.
Reunion, or Bourbon (184,000), rather larger than

Mauritius, lies 90 miles south-we.st of it. It is of vol-

canic formation, and contains one active volcano in the

south. It produces coffee and sugar largely. Mount
Piton des Neiges is 10,000 feet high. France also pos-

sesses some small islands in the Comoro group, in the

north of the Mozambique Channel, and some on the

coast of Madagascar, which are dependencies of Reunion

PORTUGUESE ISLANDS.

Madeira (132,000), a beautiful island, rising abruptly

from the.> Atlantic, 360 miles west of Marocco. It con-

sists of a mass of volcanic rock, the highest summit

being about 6,000 feet. It is celebrated for its wines and

for its salubrious climate. Funchal is the chief town.

The Cape Verde Islands (90,000), about 320 miles west of

Caj^e Verde, are also of volcanic formation. A volcano

in Fogo, one of the islands, is about 9,200 feet high. St.

lago is the principal island. St. Thomas and PrinceU

Islands, in the Gulf of Guinea, also belong to Portugal.

SPANISH ISLANDS.
The Canaries (280,000), off the north-west coast of

Africa, seven in number, contain lofty volcanic moun-

tains. Their chief product is wine. The Peak of Ten-

eriffe rises about 12,200 feet in height. Sayita Cruz, in

Teneriffe, is the capital, but Palma is the largest town.

Fernando Po and Annabon are small islands in the Gul/

of Guinea.
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ERUPTION, MANNA LOA, HAWAII.

OCEANIA.
Area, 4,200,000 square miles, or one -twelfth part of the

Oceania is the name usually given to a fifth great

division of the globe. It includes the vast number of

islands lying to the south-east of Asia, and those in the

Pacific Ocean. They are generally small, though col-

lectively they comprise an area somewhat larger than the

whole of Europe. These islands are divided into Malay-

sici, or the East Indian Archipelago, Australasia, and

Polynesia.

MALAYSIA.
Malaysia, or the East Indian Archipelago, obmprises

the numerous islands lying to the south-east of Asia.

Tlie principal are: Sumatra, Jam, Borneo, Celebes, the

Philippine Islands, the Molnccas, or Spice Islands, Flares,

Timor, etc.

The.se islands are volcanic in their formation, and are

all within the torrid zone. They are within the range of

the UKnisoons ; and, owing to the sea breezes, the climate

is not so liot as on the adjacent continent. Tlie soil is

rich and fertile, and large quantities of spices, sugar,

coffee, and other tropical productions are exported.

They are peopled chiefly by IMalays—an active, but
fierce and treacherous race, much addicted to piracy.

The natives of some of the islands are negl-itos, a savage
and very degraded race. The whole population is esti-

mated at 88,000,000. Most of the islands belong to Euro-
pean nations. The Dutch possess Java, with portions of

Sumatra, Borneo, and Celebes, besides a Tiumber of the

land surface of the globe
;
population, about 38,000,000,

smaller islands. The Spaniards possess the greater part

of the Philippines. The British have possessed the small

island of Labuan, oJ the coast of Borneo, since 1846.

The Dutch possessions were captured by the British in

the beginning of this century, but were restored at the

peace of 1814.

Sumatra is a long narrow island, upwards of 1,000

miles in length, lying to the south-west and south of the

Malay Peninsula, from which it is separated by the Strait

of Malacca. The island is about the size of Quebec, and is

directly under the equator. It is traversed by chains of

lofty mountains, one of their summits rising over 12,000

feet in height. Most of the surface is covered with dense

forests, affording a retreat to numerous wild animals.

Between the mountain ranges are large and fertile plains,

producing coSee, pepper, rice, and camphor, which are

largely exported. The Dutch possess all that part of the

island lying south of the equator ; the remainder is occu-

pied by native States. The principal Dutch towns are

Palcuihanrj, Padang, and the seaport of Bencoolen. The
islands of Banca and Billiton, off the east coast, belong

to the Dutch, and contain valuable tin mines.

Java lies to the south-east of Sumatra, from which it

is separated by the Strait of Sunda. It is about one and

one-fourth times the size of Xewfoundland, and is the

most populous and fertile of the Malaysian Islands. It

is traversed by a lofty chain of volcanic mountains, and
has numerous fine harbors and bays. Large quantities

of cofee, rice, sugar, and cinnamon are exported; and
in the interior are extensive forests of teak. The popu-
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lation is about 19,000,000, consisting cliiefly of Malays.

It belongs to the Dutch, whose settlements are mostly on

the north coast. The chief town is Bitarin (500,000),

the capital of the Dutch East India Possessions.

The smaller islands lying to the east of Java, as Bali,

Ljmhok, Sumbawd (with an active volcano), Sandalirooil

,

Flores, Timor, etc., belong to the Dutch, with the ex-

ception of a small settlement in Timor belonging to the

Portuguese.

Borneo is about one and one-half times as large as

Quebec. It is separated from Java by tlie Jura Sea,

from Celebes by the Stndt of 3[(icnsmr, and lies directly

under the equator. The heat on the coast is moderated

by the sea breezes, and the soil is fertile ; but a great

part of the island is covered with dense forests. The in-

terior, which is mountainous, is but little known. The
highest elevation is Kini Bdlv, (13,670 feet). Borneo

has several large navigable rivers. The western and

southern, with part of the eastern coast, belongs to the

Dutch. The district of Sariiwalc, in the north-west,

was ruled from 1841 to 1858 by Sir James Brooke, a

British subject, as rajah, aj^pointed by the Sultan of Bor-

neo. There are valuable mines of diamonds, gold, tin,

iron, copper, lead, and coal in the island. The popula-

tion is estimated at about 1,750,000, consisting of Malays,

Chinese, and Europeans on the coast, and Dyaks, the

native race, in. the interior. Borneo (40,000), on the

north-west coast, is the capital of the native State of

liruni, or Borneo, and carries on considerable trade with

Singapore, China, and the Philippine Islands.

Labuan Island, belonging to Britain, is at the mouth
of the river on which the town of Borneo is situated.

Celebes lies to the east of Borneo, from which it is

separated by the Strait of Macassar, and between it and

the Philiiipine Islands is the Sea of Celebes. It is so

deeply indented by bays as to form four long peninsulas.

It is nearly twice as large as Newfoundland. The sur-

face is hilly, and the soil fertile, yielding rice, sugar,

and sago. It also supplies trepang, or sea-slugs, and edi-

l)le birds' nests, considered great delicacies by the Chi-

nese. Tlie south-western part of the island is held by
the Dutch, including the settlement of Macassar, with a

town of the same name.

The Philippine Islands lie to the north-east of Borneo.

They are estimated at about 1,200 in number, and are

traversed by a chain of mountains. The climate is hot,

but moist, and the soil fertile. Violent hurricanes and

earthquakes often devastate them. The chief exports are

rice, sugar, tobacco, and Manilla hemp. The islands were

taken possession of by the Sjianiards in 1565, and still

form one of the most important of the Spanish colonies.

The largest island is Luzon, with MoniUa (160,000), the

capital. The other islands of importance are : Mindoro,

Pdknmn, Mindanao, and Satnar.

The Moluccas, or Spice Islands, lie- to the north-east

of Celebes, and are famous for their spices, nutmegs,

cloves, etc. The principal are: Oilolo, AmboijUii, t'eram,

B)orou, and the Bunda Inlands. They belong chiefly to

the Dutch. Still farther south are some smaller islands

of little importance.

AUSTRALASIA.
Australasia comprises the large islands of Avstralin,

Tasmania, or,Van Diemen's Land, Neir Zealand, and

New Guinea, witl^a large number of smaller islands

lying to the east of New Guinea ami Australia.

AUSTRALIA.
Area, 3,000,000 square miles ; about the same size as the Domiiiion of

Canada
;
population, 2,200,000.

Australia is the largest island in the world, being

about four-fifths the size of Europe. It belongs to Bri-

tain, and is divided into five colonies : Victoria, Neic

South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, and Western

Australia, besides North Australia, which is not yet set-

tled.

The surface consists chiefly of vast level plains, cov-

ered with grass or thickly wooded, and arid, sandy des-

erts ; the latter, however, have been found, by tlie dear-

bought discoveries in 1860 of Burke and Wills, to be less

inho.spitable and extensive than was formerly supposed.

There are several detached chains of mountains near the

coast. The principal chain i^in the south-east, where

the Austndian Alps extend northwards from Bass's Strait,

about 40 miles from the shore. Some of the peaks, as

Mounts Ilotham and Kosciusko, rise about 7,200 feet

high, and are covered with snow for a great part of the

year. Farther north the chain continues, under the

name of the Blue 3Tountains and the Liverpool Range.

In Western Australia, near the coast, are ranges of low

mountains, extending inland about 800 miles, and form-

ing an elevated table-land. The highest summit is about

5,000 feet. Other small chains occur in South Australia.

Australia, considering its great extent, possesses fewer

navigable rivers than any other part of the world. The

only river of any size is the Murray Biver, which rises

in the Australian Alps, and flows west into Encounter

Bay. It is about 2,000 miles long, and is navigable for a

considerable distance. It receives, on the north bank,

the Darling, and the Murrumhidgee, with its affluent the

Lac/dan. On the eastern coast are numerous small rivers,

rising in the mountains and flowing east ; but they are

small, and of little service to commerce, owing to the

proximity of the mountains to the coast. In South Aus-

tralia are several large lakes : Torrens, Oairdner, Gre-

gory, Eyre, and Amudeus.

Australia is very compact in form, the only great in-

dentations being the Gulf of Carpentaria, on the north,



94 OCEANIA.

ind almost opposite, on the south, the Great Australian

Bigld. Besides these are : on the east, Herxey Bay, op-

posite Great Sandy Island, Moretoii Bay, and Port Jack-

son ; on the south, Port Plvilip, Encounter Bay, and St.

Vincent and Spencer Gulfs ; on the -west, Geographe and

Sfuirk Bays, and Camhriclge Gulf ; and on the north,

Gulf of Van Dieinen, opposite Melville Island, and Mel-

ville and Gastlereagh Bays.

Along the north-eastern coast, at a distance from 20 to

150 miles from the shore, the Great Barrier Reef, a sub-

marine wall of coral, extendsi for^ distance of 1,200

miles. Australia is separated' fr^ Xew Guinea by
Torres Strait, and from Tasmania by Buss's Strait.

The principal capes are : York, lipice, Wilson, Leeuicin,

and Steep Point. Cape York'Peninsula forms the eastern

side of the Gulf of Carpentaria.

The principal islands are : Melrille and Batkurst, in

the north-west; Groote Eiland, in the Gulf of Carpen-

taria; Great Sandy Island, in the vrest; King Island, in

Bass's Strait ; and Kangaroo Island, near St. Vincent
Gulf. \
The climate of Austrajia varies with the latitude. The

northern part of the isLwd is within the tropics, and is

subject to the tropical rains ; while the southern part, in

the temperate zone, is v^ry dry and warm, but healthy.

Tlie seasons are exactly the reverse of those in North
America—midsummer being in December and midwin-
ter in June. Almost all.the European fruits and grains

grow in abundance ; but^j^e greater part of the country

is more adapted for pasturage. Vast herds of sheep are

reared, and wool forms one of the great staple exports of

the country. Australia is rich in minerals, such as iron,

coal, copper, lead, and tin ; but the most important of

all are the valuable gold mines or diggings, in Vic-

toria and New South AVales. They were discovered in

1851.

The native animals and vegetation are altogether dif-

ferent from those in any other part of the world. Gum
trees and acacias are the principal trees, and yield valu-

able timber ; among the plants there is scarcely one use-

ful for food. The animals are nearly all marsupial, or

provided with pouches, in which to carry their young.

The kangaroo and the opossum are of the number. The
emu, or moa, a large bird like an ostrich, and other re-

markable birds peculiar to Australia, are now rapidly

becoming extinct.

The native population belong to the Papuan or Austral-

negro race. They are very degraded, are nearly black,

short in stature, and are repulsive in appearance. They
live on roots, shell-fish, and other kindred substances,

but are now rapidly disappearing.

Australia, formerly called New Holland, was discov-

ered by the Spaniards and Dutch in 1606. The first

British settlement was made at Sydney in 1788, and was

originally a penal colony. Since the discovery of the

gold fields Australia has advanced very rapidly in popu-
lation, wealth, and commerce. The annual imports now
amount to about 230,0U0,0UO dollars, and the exports to

200,000,000.

The government of each of the colonies is the same as

in the provinces of the Dominion of Canada, and con-

sists of a governor and executive council, with a legisla-

tive council and assembly elected by the people.

New South Wales (751,000) is the oldest colony, hav-

ing been founded in 1788. It is traversed on the east bv

the Blue Mountains and Liverpool Range. Most of the

large rivei-s rise in these moiuitains; and around their

sources, on the west side, are valuable gold fields.

Sydney (224,000), on Port Jackson, is the capital. It

exports large quantities of gold and wool, and was the

first British settlement in Australia. Five miles to the

south is Botany Buy, formerly a penal colony. Bathurst

and Goulburn are centres of the mining districts. New'^

castle, on the Hunter River, is a seaport.

Victoria (862,000), founded in 1836, occupies the

south-eastern part of the island, and is traversed on the

east by the Australian Alps, and some small ranges of

hills on the west. The rest of the country is level, and.

well adapted for pasturage. It possesses rich gold fields.

Melbourne (283,C00\ on the Bay of Port Philip, at the

mouth of the Yarra River, is the capital. It was founded

in 1837, but has risen rapidh-, and has now an extensive

]

commerce. Gctlong (17,000) is also on Port Philip, 45
miles from Melbourne. Ballarat (35,000), Sandhurst

(35,000), and Castlernaine are considerable towns in the

mining districts.

Queensland (226,000) is a large colony to the north of

New South Wales, but as j-et is thinly peopled. It was
formerly known as the Moreton Bay district of New
South Wales, but in 1859 was made a separate colonj'.

Brisbane (33,000\ the capital, is at the mouth of the

Brisbane River, which flows into Moreton Bay.

South Australia (280,000) is an important agricultural

country, and possesses very valuable copper mines. A
range of hills extends northwards along the eastern shore

of St. Vincent Gulf, and some smaller detached ranges

occur in the south. It contains also several large lakes,

such as Torrens, Gairdner, Gregory, and Amadeus. Grain

is exported to the neighboring colonies, and large quanti-

ties of copper and wool go to Europe.

Adelaide (85,000), the capital, is near the eastern shore

of St. Vincent Gulf. The chief copper mines are the

Burra Burra, 35 miles north-east of the Gulf of St. Vin-

cent, the Moonta, and the ^V(dlaroo.

Western Australia is the largest colony in the island,

but as yet is unexplored, except along the coast. It con-

tains only about 30,000 inhabitants. Perth, the capital,:

is on the Swan Paver, on the west coast.





EXERCISES ON THE LESSON.
What is the area of Auftralia? Population? Size? Describe Aus-

tralia. To whom does it belong? How is it divided? Describe the
surface. The principal mountains. What is said of the rivers of Aus-
tralia? Describe the principal. What lakes are in Australia ? Describe
the outline of Australia. N'ame the principal bays, &c. What is on the
north-western coast? Name the principal straits. Name the principal
capes. Name the principal islands. Describe the climate of Australia.
The seasons. The soil and products. The minerals. What is said of
the gold mines? Describe the native vegetation. The animals. The
people. What historical account of Australia is given? What is said of
the progress of the country ? Describe the government. Describe New
South Wales. How is it situated? Describe the chief towns. Point
them out on the map, and describe their positions. Describe Victoria.
How is it situated? Describe the chief towns. Point them out on the
map, and describe their positions. Describe Queensland. How is it

situated? Describe the chief town, and point it out on the map. De-
scribe South Australia. How is it situated? Describe the chief towns.
Point them out on the map, and describe their positions. Describe

I

Western Australia. How is it situated ? Describe the capital, and poinr
It out on the map. Of what does New Zealand consist? How are the
islands named, and how separated ? Describe the size. Surface. Moun-
tains. Rivers. Climate. Soil, &c. What is said of vegetation? Of
the population? How is New Zealand divided? Name the provinces
and their capitals. Describe Norfolk Island. What other Islands are
mentioned? Where are they situated? For what are they useful ? How
is Tasmania situated ? What is its size? Describe the surface. Climate,
&c. Describe the chief towns, and point them out on the map. What
is comprised in Polynesia? Describe the islands. Name the principal.
Point them out on the map, and state how they are situated. Describe
the coral islands. The volcanic islands. What is said of Hawaii? De-
scribe the climate. The soil and products. I'he natives. What is said
of the Feejee Islands and others? Which are the most important groups?
Describe the Sandwich Islands. Point them out on the map. Name
the principal island and the capital. Describe the latter. Describe the
principal of the Society Islands. Describe Pitcairn Island. Point them
out on the map.

AUSTRALIA

EXERCISES ON THE MAP.
How is Australia separated from New Guinea? From Tasmania?

What sea is on the north-east ? What ocean on the east ? What ocean
on the west? What large gulf is on the north? What large river flows
into the ocean on the south? In what zone is the northern part of Aus-
tralia? In what zone is the southern part? What large islands lie to the
south-east? What islands lie to the north-west? What colonies are in
the east of Australia? In the south? In the west? Between what

colonies is Bass Straits ? How many large islands are comprised in New
Zealand ? How are North and Middle Island separated ? How is Auck-
land situated ? In what direction from New Zealand is Norfolk Island."
What island is half-way between Norfolk Island and Sydney? Where i.

Foveau.x Strait? Where is Wellington? Dunedin? Bay of Plenty
New Plymouth ? Three Kings Islands? Mount Egmont? In whit
direction from New Zealand are the Chatham Islandt'. New Hebrides'.
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